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CLAS OFFICERS 2017 
 
PRESIDENT 
Mark Sand 
860-389-6778 (H) 
mdsand@snet.net 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Garry Guertin 
860-919-4175 (C) 
860-621-9945(H) 
gguertin@cox.net 

 
SECRETARY 
Penny Christy 
860-638-3803 (H) 
pmchristy@comcast.net 

 
TREASURER 
Robert Zirpolo 
860-620-3754 (H)  
robertzirpolo@comcast.net 

 
 
 

 
CALENDAR of EVENTS 2017 

 
2017 CLAS monthly meetings: 

Feb 16 
Mar 16 
Apr 20 
May 18 
Jun 15 
July 20 
Aug 17 
Sept 21 

Oct 19 – photos due for CLAS 2018 cal-
endar contest 

Nov 16 – Purchase 2018 CLAS  
calendars 

July 29—CLAS summer picnic 
Dec. 22 – Annual Holiday Party 

 
 

February 25, 2017 
2017 Annual Ruth Salzberg Safety 

Seminar  
Yale Divinity School 

New Haven, CT 
Guest speaker:  Gordon Schwontkowski 

SIGN UP NOW! 

Registration form on page 59  

in this newsletter 

 

Next CLAS Meeting 
Thursday, February 16, 2017   7:30 p.m. 

Plainville Police Department, 19 Neal Court 
Plainville, CT 



3  

 

cially renting NEAM for an 
evening for our dinner 
(upwards of $2000 just to 
rent the space).  In order to 
raise the funding needed for 
these FAVIA events to take 
place we propose soliciting 
sponsorships from some of 
the major corporations in 
Connecticut.  Some potential 
sponsors include:  Pratt and 
Whitney, UTC Aerospace 
Systems (formerly Hamilton 
Sustrand), Sikorsky Aircraft, 
Kaman Aircraft, General Dy-
namics Electric Boat, Pfizer, 
Mohegan Sun, Foxwoods, 
Hartford Courant, New Lon-
don Day, and the list goes on. 

We plan on offering tiers of 
sponsorship.  The lowest tier  
(continue on page 4) 

As most of you know, we 
are gearing up to celebrate 
the 225th anniversary of the 
First Air Voyage In America 
(FAVIA) in 2018.  Some of 
the activities we will spear-
head and otherwise be a part 
of include: 

*Holding our annual Winter 
Dinner at the New England 
Air Museum (NEAM) 

*Conducting a flyout on the 
grounds of NEAM on the 
FAVIA 225th Anniversary 
day, January 9, 2018 

*Assisting in moving the 
Blanchard replica basket 
from NEAM to the Franklin 
Institute in Philadelphia 
where it will be on display 

for a few weeks until moved to 
the site of the Balloon Federa-
tion of America convention in 
Philadelphia in March 2018, 
and then flown under a gas en-
velope by Bert Padelt. 

*Returning the Blanchard bas-
ket to NEAM 

The year 2018 also marks 
CLAS’s 30th year in existence 
and we plan on celebrating this 

occasion in conjunction with 
FAVIA 225.  All of these ac-
tivities will take money, espe-

For the decade of the 
1990s we traveled each 
summer to the St Law-
rence River to participate 
in the 1000 Islands Bal-
loon Festival, held at the 
Edgewater Resort in the 
town of Alexandria Bay. 
One of our morning flights 
tracked due North over the 

village of Alex Bay, then 
over the river with a very 
low pass over the crown 
jewel of all the islands in 
the St Lawrence River. On 
it was the shell of the unfin-
ished Boldt Castle. 
As the legendary love story 
goes, George Boldt, was the 
General Manager of the 

famous Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in New York City. He 
and his family enjoyed an 
earlier frame cottage on the 
then called Hart Island. 
George Boldt launched an 
ambitious construction 
campaign to build a huge 
masonry structure and one 
(continue on page 4) 

UPDATE OF CLAS CELEBRATION of FAVIA 225 
By Mark Sand 

ALEX BAY 
By Thomas Smith 

A picture is worth a thousand words    - Confucius 

C T  L I G H T E R  T H A N  A I R  

S O C I E T Y   
 W I N T E R  2 0 1 6 / 2 0 1 7  

CO M M I TTE E S  

“THE SCOOP” EDITOR: 

 Jamie Whitman 

WEBMASTER: 

 Jim O’Brien 

AUDIT: 

 Mark Sand 

 Rick Silva 

COMPETITION: 

 Mark Sand 

 Irwin Dressel 

EDUCATION: 

 Garry Guertin 

 Penny Christy 

FAA: 

 Santo Galatioto 

SAFETY SEMINAR: 

 Penny Christy 

 Mark Sand 

 Rob Macfarlane 

 Pam Bogart-Macfarlane 

SUNSHINE: 

 Tony Roswell 

WINTER DINNER: 

 Ellen Dressel 

 Rob Macfarlane 

 Pam Bogart-Macfarlane 

MEMBERSHIP: 

 Ellen Dressel 
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The question 

should be:  is it 

worthwhile 

doing, not can it 

be done 

- Allard 

Lowenstein 

November & 

December 2016 

& January 2017  

minutes not 

available at press 

time. 

ALEX BAY (continued) 

CLAS FAVIA UPDATE (continued) 

border. Upon flying into Canada’s airspace, 
we touched down to jus-
tify that we truly had an 
international flight and 
then climbed up to 
8000’AGL. There we 
did pick up those north-
erly winds aloft that I 
had noticed earlier. That 
created a slow and 
peaceful ride back home 
with a panoramic view 
of the islands, the river 
and Lake Ontario. Upon 
returning over the US, 
we overflew the village 
of Alex Bay for a few 

miles and then dropped down to the tree top 
level.  We 
were then on 
that track 
back north 
again, where 
we found a 
farm just 
south of the 
village, for 
the final 
landing of 

our round trip. Ϙ 

(continued from page 3) 
of the largest 
homes in the 
United States.  He 
engaged hundreds 
of workers for a 
six-story “castle” 
as a present to his 
wife, in addition to 
four other archi-
tecturally notable 
masonry struc-
tures. The con-
struction of Boldt 
Castle ceased 
abruptly in early 
1904 after the 
death of Boldt's wife, Louise. Boldt never 
returned, leaving this structure 
as a monument of his love. 
Epitaph: The island is now 
spelled Heart Island.   
As we continued our flight 
towards Ontario I noticed high 
level cirrus clouds drifting 
back South and instructed our 
chase crew to stay at the 
launch field and not to deal 
with the customs check at the 

photos by Tom 
Smith 

(continued from page 3)
would entitle sponsors to 
have their corporate logos 
placed together on basket 
banners to be flown through-
out 2018.  The next tier of 
sponsorship will add two 
tickets to our gala Winter 
Dinner at NEAM.  The third 
and highest level of sponsor-
ship will add a balloon ride 
for two people designated by 
the sponsor. 

CLAS pilots:  we would like 
to know if you would be will- 

ing to: 

a.  Fly a FAVIA banner on 
your basket for every flight 
you make during 2018 

b. Fly two sponsor-
designed riders in 2018 on 
a date determined by you.  
We anticipate reimbursing 
you for this activity to in-
clude propane, transporta-
tion, and a meal for you 
and your crew.  Ϙ 

For more information on the  
2018 FAVIA 225 celebra-
tion to be held in March in 
Philadelphia, click on the 
link provided here:   

http://www.favia225.com/ 

For more information on the  
2018 FAVIA 225 celebra-
tion to be held in March in 
Philadelphia, click on the 
link provided here:   

http://www.favia225.com/ 

Thanks to this        

edition’s newsletter  

contributors: 

 

Mark Sand 

Tom Smith 

Charmaine Rohde 

Libby Richardson 

Bev Theodore 

Janet Storrs 
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 A VISIT WITH GIL FOSTER, PIONEER AERONAUT 
  photos & story by Jamie Whitman, Editor 

Mark and Gil trade ballooning stories 

...he told us he actually got a ticket 

once because his balloon was 

considered an  

“attractive nuisance”.  

     Hey, I finally got to meet Gil Foster! It was a few days before Christmas. Mark and I had just come back from 
grocery shopping and were unloading the car when I noticed a vehicle on the road slowing down and signaling to 
turn left.  The left would have been our driveway yet I didn't 
recognize the car or the driver. The driver pulled in 
behind us and Mark recognized that it was Gil Foster.  I had 
never met him before. Having heard mention of Gil Foster a 
number of times from veteran balloonists, learning he was a 
local pilot and a long time resi- dent in the nearby Stonington 
Borough part of Mystic, and recognizing that he was a well 
respected pioneer aeronaut, I kinda felt like I was meeting a 
hero.  

     We were in the driveway talking awhile so I invited Gil 
to come in and have a cup of Christmas tea and homemade 
nummy nums (that's what my Dad always called them).  He 
stayed for a couple of hours as he and Mark relaxed over tea 
and coffee while Sophie, our self-appointed welcoming com-
mittee, and never one to pass up the opportunity, made herself at home in Gil's lap. Mark and Gil traded ballooning 
stories while I listened in as I did my Christmas baking.  

     Born in 1940, he started ballooning when he was 35 years old and retired from IBM around 1977. Gil told us all 
kinds of stories from his ballooning days. I was surprised to learn that there was a time in the '70's when the State of 
Connecticut had an official hot air balloon used to promote tourism.  He told us about flying hot air balloons in Aus-
tralia with Virgin Airline owner and fellow aeronaut Richard Branson. Gil made me laugh when he told us he actu-
ally got a ticket once because his balloon was considered an “attractive nuisance”.  He and Mark traded information 
about balloon manufacturers, quality, and equipment. Having some health issues, Gil doesn't fly anymore. 

     I told Gil how we met Tom Smith, fellow pioneer aeronaut, for the first time up at the Hudson Valley Balloon 
Festival in Poughkeepsie then later at the Adirondack Balloon Festival in Glens Falls, NY. He remembered him 
well. I gave Gil my copy of Tom's book. He was very appreciative saying he would really look forward to reading it. 
I also gave him our copy of the 2017 CLAS calendar. 

     It was great to finally meet Gil. He's a very nice fellow and we really enjoyed his company & stories. Ϙ 

Sophie finds a comfy home in Gil’s lap 
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Gil Foster and his  
 
daughter in 2013 at  
 
the North East Pioneer  
 
Aeronauts Reunion     
                                        
photo by Tom Smith 

photo by  
Jamie Whitman 
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Pilots (L) Bill Isler and (R) 
Bill Costen     
 
photo by Tom Smith 

Albuquerque 

Balloon Fiesta 

October 2016 

 

photo by 

J. Whitman 
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L to R:  Pilot & CLAS Secretary Penny Christy, Ellen Dressel, & Bobbi Barber 

 Pilot Chris Mooney 

2016 CLAS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
photos by Jamie Whitman 

 
Many thanks to Penny Christy for reserving The Little Barn at Wesleyan Hills, Middletown, CT 
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L to R: Bev and Al Theodore, Irwin Dresesl 

Ellen Dressel 
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“Mark—what’d you put in that chili!!???”  L to R: Carol & Pilot Rick Silva, Rob Macfarlane 

L to R: Deb Guertin, Al Theodore, and Bev Theodore 
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WELCOME TO THE CREW CHIEF’S CORNER! 
Series by Gordon Schwontkowski – part 3 of 52 

Ready, fire, aim! Crew of-
ten hear the terms “safety” 
and “command,” but few 
truly know exactly what 
these mean or how great a 
role they play in creating 
both. It’s essential every 
crew chief know the differ-
ence between the 
two as well as the 
many hands-on ways 
it takes to promote 
both. A little reflec-
tion here will pay 
huge dividends by 
painting the big pic-
ture and even get us 
closer to both targets 
faster. 
The FAA defines 
“command” as a 
pilot’s final author-
ity and responsibility 
for the operation and 
safety of the aircraft 
and flight. Sounds 
official and final, but 
there’s much more to it. 
This legal definition loses 
some of its clarity when 
applied to balloons. Crew-
less flights are truly rare, 
often lack the essential 
safety redundancy pro-
vides, and could easily be 
considered negligent or 
reckless in commercial 
ventures. No other class of 
aircraft relies on uncertified 
crew of volunteers for as-
sembly, ground handling, 
launching, landing assis-

tance, and disassembly. 
A pilot is legally respon-
sible for actions – effec-
tive, ineffective, or even 
inactions – of others. 
Those others include 
trained crew as well as 
untrained bystanders 

pressed into service on 
the spot. Mishandling a 
crown/drop line or mis-
managing “weight on” 
can complicate 
“command” and lead to 
FAA and civil actions 
against a pilot. Worst of 
all, what’s legal isn’t al-
ways safe and vice versa. 
Pilots often violate mini-
mum safe altitudes to 
make approaches for 
landings, while using a 
tie-off is not required by 
any regulatory or indus-

try publication. 
“Safety” is – well, here’s 
the thing. Sadly, there’s 
more clarity and defini-
tion on competition rules 
than safety protocol, and 
most of that goes to pi-
lots for launching. Safety 
is a pilot responsibility 
but precedes command (a 

pilot must first show 
minimal skill before be-
ing certified) and at time 
even supersedes it. 
There’s no consensus or 
even working definition 
of the term among the 
FAA, flight instructors, 
designated examiners, 
manufacturers, or insur-
ance providers – those 
we’ve vested with this 
noble task. We know ex-
actly what less-than-safe 
looks like: weather/wind 
lead to trouble, power 

line strikes cause most 
fatalities, passengers get 
hurt most often, acci-
dents occur mostly on 
landing, etc. We just 
don’t yet have quite the 
right vision or game plan 
for staying out of trou-
ble. 
Both terms have large 

gray areas and 
overlap. Legally, 
ballooning is an 
individual event. 
Operationally – and 
to be safe – it’s a 
team effort. Pilot 
and crew conduct 
must reflect both 
realities.  
Rather than rewrite 
federal code or 
push for crew certi-
fication, defining 
and promoting 
safety might prove 
most useful. Many 
working defini-

tions, though, lack in 
various ways. Simply 
not having an accident is 
impossibly vague and 
offers no prescriptions. 
Bringing everyone and 
everything home intact 
doesn’t work either; 
what pilot or insurance 
agent wouldn’t sacrifice 
a tether rope or envelope 
to keep a passenger alive 
and well?  No current 
definition seems to pre-
vent or minimize acci- 
(continue on page 12)         

  SAFETY VERSUS COMMAND 
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(continued from page 11)
dents.  A working defini-
tion that has served well 
for many pilots and crew 
is this: 
SAFETY is the consistent 
and systematic preven-
tion, avoidance, and man-
agement of all flight-
related risks of any na-
ture. 
That includes crowd con-
trol, watching weather for 
changes, pulling 
a red line on 
squirrelly infla-
tions when your 
pilot’s at the 
load ring, shut-
ting down a fuel 
system in the 
event of a leak 
or small fire, 
checking out 
landing sites for 
your pilot, han-
dling a drop 
line, or manag-
ing a power line 
strike scene 
while everyone 
onboard remains 
in the basket. A 
pilot may be 
responsible for 
these tasks, but 
the responsibil-
ity for carrying 
them out suc-
cessfully may 
go to crew. 
No one is asking pilots to 
relinquish their command 
to crew or encourage back
-seat micro-management; 
rather we all must admit 
that crew offer redundancy 
to the only balloon com-
ponent that has none: the 
pilot. And no one argues 
the safety value of redun-
dancy!   
Besides outnumbering 
pilots 2 or 4:1, crew  

clearly become players and 
factors in the safety equa-
tion for a simpler reason: no 
one is vested with balloon-
ing’s safety is on hand for 
each of your flights.  They 
only get involved before or 
after things go wrong, often 
much sooner or later, and 
offer no immediate remedy 
when trouble’s at hand. 
Who else knows your pi-
lot’s routines, equipment, 

local conditions, and flying 
area better than you do and 
is on hand to catch things 
and interrupt events before 
they become accident 
chains and NTSB reports? 
While command must re-
side with the pilot, safety is 
much bigger and must truly 
become everyone’s busi-
ness. 
Here’s why. Stuff happens 
in ballooning, even when 

you’re not flying. The best 
time to prevent an accident 
is before it happens. The 
pain of discipline – paying 
attention and directing 
events, not simply reacting 
– is minimal compared to 
the pain of regret. Every-
one around or in your bas-
ket is someone’s spouse, 
sibling, best friend, or col-
league. Imagine how 
you’d feel if someone 

close to you was injured 
and you later learned 
someone else – beyond the 
pilot – could have pre-
vented that. Even if your 
pilot does everything pos-
sible and legally, handling 
a crown line more effec-
tively or being there on 
landing to add weight of-
ten means the difference 
between safety and any-
thing less. You would  

expect nothing less in 
return for those close to 
you.   
The other reason is 
strictly bottom line.  
Safety is cheap compared 
to the alternative.  Inci-
dents, accidents, and inju-
ries are truly expensive. 
Doing things right the 
first time is truly cheaper 
in the long run. Consider 
the price tags on some 

common mis-
haps. Burned 
throat fabric from 
a mishandled 
crown line can 
cost a scrubbed 
flight ($300-1000 
passenger reve-
nue), a $2-400 
repair, and lost 
time and travel 
costs. A hard 
landing with pas-
senger injury may 
cost only a few 
hundred in medi-
cal expenses but 
also that nagging 
feeling your pilot 
gets for weeks 
hoping that ankle 
heals nicely and 
no lawsuits fol-
low. A power line 
strike or fatality 
can easily cost 6-
7 figures in inju-

ries, compensation, 
claims, damages, and le-
gal defenses not to men-
tion how it’ll change your 
pilot’s view on flying. 
While these aren’t highly 
common, none are that 
uncommon, and it only 
has to happen once to you 
or someone you know to 
become very real and 
painful. And whether you  
(continue on page 13) 
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(continued from page 12) 
see it or not there’s a ripple effect throughout ballooning after every accident.  Even if 
you sport fly, there’s never a cheap mishap or a good time for one.   
None of this is theoretical. Nothing is deadlier to pilots and passengers or more devas-
tating to crew than a power line strike. A simple crew precaution of radioing your pi-
lot anytime your balloon is below 100’ with line locations can prevent hitting wires. 
Forget the cell phone; any pilot would prefer hearing a short message versus fumbling 
to answer a phone while flying low.  Just make the call – short and sweet (“power east 
of the road”) - but don’t expect a reply. It’s not required by the FAA (the call isn’t, but 
redundancy in every balloon component is). It’s not required to get a pilot’s certifi-
cate.  Most pilots won’t ever expect it, but you’d be surprised how many get surprised 
by hidden lines. It doesn’t challenge or relinquish command. It’s just plain safe, and 
it’s really that simple. 
Safety is all about risk management, tolerance, and mitigation. Safety is truly in the 
details, and crew often end up with those details and tasks in their hands or catch 
those subtle cues that precede mishaps. Before your next flight or flying season, sit 
down with your pilot and other crew to review some safety procedures and who does 
exactly what under what conditions. Some training might be required as well. If you 
see mist or rain on your windshield, radio your pilot. Learn when or how to pull a red 
line of your pilot’s at the parachute and the inflation gets out of hand (and when to let 
go if things get truly out of hand). Practice weight-on landings and drop line handling 
during a calm-wind tether. Get that first-aid training you’ve been putting off; specta-
tors have saved balloonists’ lives when crew didn’t know CPR. Imagine how you’d 
feel if that was your pilot and you didn’t have the skills, then imagine yourself the 
person who knew how and acted. Which person do you want to be? 
Nickel-and-diming yourself when it comes to safety usually means you’ll be quartered 
later – both literally and figuratively. Safety takes many more forms than command 
does and results from what crew do, don’t do, know, and don’t know. Plan for safety 
on every flight rather than take a let’s-see-what-happens attitude. Invest some of your 
time before you get wrapped up in another flying season to master the specific tech-
niques you’ll need to prevent, avoid, and manage all flight-related risks of any nature 
for the kind of flying you do.  Ϙ 
 
Safe flights and soft landings - 
 
 
Gordon Schwontkowski 
 
 
 

 

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon Crewing Essentials” available through the author 

 

Disclaimer: The information presented in these articles is for educational 
purposes, may not reflect the opinion of the newsletter publisher, and 
should be placed in context with personal experience and other authorita-
tive sources. The author and publisher specifically disclaim any responsi-
bility for any liability, loss, damage, or risk, personal or otherwise, which is 
incurred or alleged to have occurred as a consequence, directly or indi-
rectly, of the use and application of any of the contents in this series . 

Albuquerque 
Balloon Fiesta 
October 2016 

 
photos by  

Jamie Whitman 
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THE 2016 ANNUAL MIKE BOLLEA MEMORIAL SANTA FLIGHT 
by Mark Sand, President 
 
The 2016 Annual Mike Bollea Memorial Santa Flight went off without a hitch on Saturday, December 10, 
2016. Twelve balloons, with their pilots and crews braving the 11º morning air, rose into the sky above 
the Aqua Turf Club in Southington as a tribute to our friend.  Mike would fly from local schools in De-
cember dressed in his velvet Santa suit after passing out goodies to the school children as they arrived 
for class. Box winds favored the flight and four balloons landed back at the Aqua Turf. While our 2016 
Annual Frozen Bunz flight was not held due to bad weather, it seemed that at 11º our bunz did freeze so 
the flight served two purposes after all.  Thanks to Jim Regan for coordinating our salute to Mike.  Ϙ 

 

Mystical Flyer’s GPS track for the Santa Flight.  The ”Plantsville Box” was working, which allowed 
four balloons to land where they took off                                                               photo by Mark Sand 
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ALL FOLLOWING PHOTOS TAKEN BY CHARMAINE ROHDE  
AT THE 2016 ANNUAL MIKE BOLLEA MEMORIAL SANTA FLIGHT 

Al Theodore 
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Above:  Al Theodore      Below:  Student pilot, Fabio  
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Student pilot Fabio 
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Pilot Jim O’Brien 
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ALL  OF THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS TAKEN BY LIBBY RICHARDSON 

CLAS Vice-President 
and Pilot Garry Guertin  
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Deb Guertin 
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ALL OF THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS TAKEN BY BEV THEODORE AT THE  
ANNUAL 2016 MIKE BOLLEA MEMORIAL SANTA FLIGHT 

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS, A STORY, AN ARTICLE OR IDEA 
YOU’D LIKE TO SHARE IN “THE SCOOP” ?  DON’T HESITATE 

TO LET ME KNOW.  I CAN BE REACHED AT:   
jamiewhitman3@gmail.com 
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Al Theodore 
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Facing camera:  Robert Zirpolo, Pilot & CLAS Treasurer 
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ALL OF THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS TAKEN BY JANET STORRS  

AT THE ANNUAL 2016 MIKE BOLLEA MEMORIAL SANTA FLIGHT 
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“MYSTICAL FLYER“ CREW MEMBER BOBBY PETITTI ON THE JOB! 

THE SKY IS NOT THE LIMIT, 
IT’S JUST THE VIEW 
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Pilot Brian Smith in Hover Girl (blue & yellow balloon), at the Red Rocks Rally in Gallup NM, 
December 2016                                                                                              photo by Tom Smith 
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Pilot Brian Smith in Hover Girl (blue & yellow balloon), at the Red Rocks Rally in Gallup NM, 
December 2016                                                                                               photo by Tom Smith 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 

In 1808, two Frenchmen found themselves in a love-triangle with Mademoiselle Tire-
vit, a celebrated opera dancer, and took to the skies above Paris for a duel. While a 
crowd gathered below to watch what they thought was a balloon race, the men 
pulled out blunderbusses and aimed at each other’s balloons. Two shots were fired. 
One balloon was punctured and crashed to the buildings below, killing its occupants. 
The other man descended to the ground unharmed, and presumably gained Tirevit’s 
hand.  Ϙ   
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ALL OF THE FOLLOWING PHOTOS TAKEN BY JAMIE WHITMAN  
AT THE 2016 ANNUAL MIKE BOLLEA MEMORIAL SANTA FLIGHT 

 “MYSTICAL FLYER”  ELF JANET STORRS 
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Above:  L to R:  Elf Janet Storrs models her full ensemble 
Below:  Dream Weaver Pilot & CLAS Vice-President Garry Guertin & wife Deb 
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Frosty morning 
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Janet Storrs & 
Bobby Petitti 

Katie Morris & Carol 
Silva...hmmm...that 
Carol sure does get 
tied up in her work.... 
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“MYSTICAL FLYER”  CREW L to R:  Janet Storrs & son Bobby Petitti, & Pilot Mark Sand 
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2017 Ruth Salzberg Memorial Safety Seminar 

Registration Form 
 
This year the club has organized its 14th annual 1-day Safety Seminar on Saturday, February 25, 2017. We honor Ruth 
Salzberg, a vital member of this organization who passed away in 2006.  
 
The seminar will be held at the Yale Divinity School at 409 Prospect St, New Haven, CT.  
 

From I91 S, take Exit 4 and turn R (West) onto Humphrey St. Go 0.5 mi, then take R onto Whitney Ave for 0.25 
mi, 1st L onto Edwards and R onto Prospect St. Go 0.25 mi and turn right into the One-Way driveway on the far 
side of the Divinity School. The parking lot will be on your left at the top of the hill.   
 
From I95 N take Exit 3. Go straight through the Orange St light for 0.3 mi and turn Rt onto Prospect for 0.75 mi. 
Turn right into the One-Way driveway on the far side of the Divinity School. The parking lot will be on your left at 
the top of the hill.   

 
Sessions start at 8AM and end by 6:00PM. Breakfast and Check-In at 7:30AM, lunch, mid-morning and mid-afternoon 
snacks, meeting the presenters after, and informal dinner out with those who are interested. 
 
To qualify for having attended this BFA Safety Seminar you must attend the entire seminar. 
 
This will be a CORE subject seminar focusing on CREW - improving piloting and crew skills by refreshing the 
basics we know so well (and may not have reviewed for a while.) 

Topics: 

Weather  – Gordon Schwontkowski 
Maintenance and Equipment Repair 
Pilot and Crew Safety 
Aeronautical and Pilot Decision Making  
Balloon Accidents – Gordon Schwontkowski 
FARS including Drones – Santo Galatioto 
Crew Discussion Panel – Questions by Gordon Schwontkowski 
Electrical Hazards – Warren Rogers - Eversource 

 
To register please contact Penny Christy, CLAS Safety Seminar Chairperson,  
at 860-857-8757 or by e-mail at pmchristy@comcast.net 
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2017 CLAS SAFETY SEMINAR  
 

 
NOTES:  
If you miss any of this seminar, you will not meet the BFA’s education requirements to qualify as having attended this 
safety seminar. Make-up classes may, or may not be available. If you have any questions please contact Penny Christy, 
CLAS Safety Seminar Chairperson, at 860-857-8757 or by e-mail at pmchristy@comcast.net  
 

For BFA Members and Pilots, Your BFA #, Balloon N#, and Pilot Certificate # are required information that must be sub-
mitted with your application. Without this information your application can not be processed by the BFA. Please, look 
them up NOW and insert them above.  
 
The cost of the club’s BFA Safety seminar is $60 Pilots ($70 for non-members of CLAS) $30 Crew ($40 for non-members)  
 
2017 CLAS membership is $20 for one vote and $25 Family with 2 votes. 
(Your $20 CLAS membership includes those family members living at home with you.) 
Become a NEW first-time member for an additional $10 to the non-member price of the CLAS Safety Seminar registration. 
 
Registration Fee Options 

$60 = Pilot CLAS Member paid up for 2017 
$80 = Pilot CLAS Member $60 + 2017 Membership $20 or Pilot Non-Member $70 + NEW 2017 Membership $10 
$70 = Pilot Non-Member 
 
$30 = Crew CLAS Member paid up for 2017 
$50 = Crew CLAS Member $30 + 2017 Individual Membership $20 
$40 = Crew Non-member 
 
Make Checks payable to CLAS and return them with a copy of page 2 of this application to: 
CLAS, C/O Penny Christy, 12 Blue Grass Dr., Middletown CT 06457 
 
This application will also be accepted at the Feb. 16th, 2017 CLAS meeting. This registration form must be received by the education 
committee before the start of the FAA Safety Seminar on February 25, 2017.  
If you have any questions please contact Penny Christy, CLAS Safety Seminar Chairperson, at 860-857-8757 (cell) or 
860-638-3803 (home) or by e-mail at pmchristy@comcast.net  

or Mark Sand at 860-389-6778. 
Contact me if you plan to stay overnight. We will look for economy accommodations for you near the university. 

DATE (MO/DA/YR)   

NAME   

Address   

City, State, Zip   

Phone   

E-mail   

BFA Member Number   

Balloon N#   

Insurance Company   

CLAS Member? Current?  Yes_______  No________  New_______ 

Pilot Certificate Number   

Rating or Crew Designation 
(Circle only one) 

CP - Commercial Pilot   PP – Private Pilot 
SP – Student Pilot CR – Crew Person 
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CLAS DUES $20 includes membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members) Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 
 
NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY_________________________________STATE______________ZIP___________________ 
 
TELEPHONE (Home) ________________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 
E-Mail________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CLAS Membership Info: 
 
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5)  
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
New _____ Renewing _____ 
 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_______ 
 
BFA #__________________ BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level _________ 
 
FAA Wings Level Completed______________ 
 
Pilot Certificate # ___________________________________ 
 
Type(s) of Certificate(s) ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  
 
CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 

CLAS MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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CT Lighter Than Air Society 

P.O. Box 53 

Southbury, CT 

Publishing Information 

The Scoop is published electronically by the third 
Thursday of every third month. Submissions for The 
Scoop are preferred by email to Editor Jamie Whit-
man at jamiewhitman3@gmail.com. Photos, articles, 
and ideas are always welcome. Information may be 
mailed to 142 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT 
06355 or can be brought to any CLAS meeting and 
given to the President, Mark Sand. All materials should 
be received by the Editor at least two weeks prior to 
the third Thursday of every third month for inclusion. 

 
 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes 
this newsletter for its members and interested parties. 
Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit 
is given to the writer and/or photographer, and to 
CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the organization or members of this organiza-
tion. For more information contact: Editor, Jamie 
Whitman, 142 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT 
06355 Email jamiewhitman3@gmail.com; Phone: 860-
917-7634 

CLAS 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta  
October 2016 

Photo by Jamie Whitman 

We’re on the Web! 
www.lighterthanair.org 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club 
founded in 1988 for anyone interested in learning 
about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are wel-
come and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoy-
ment and education of the sport. Meetings are sched-
uled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the 
Plainville Police Department, 17 Neal Court, Plain-
ville, CT. at 7:30 PM. For more information, contact 
any of the officers listed in this newsletter. 
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The Scoop/ CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 


