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2021 CALENDAR  

of  

EVENTS  

 

 

2021 CLAS  BI-MONTHLY      

MEETINGS:  

(held on even numbered months on 

the 3rd Thursday).  Due to the pan-

demic all meetings will be virtual, 

held by ZOOM until further notice.  

Mark will email the links to  

Members.  Dates are: 

February 18, 2021 

April  15, 2021 

June 17, 2021 

August 19, 2021 

October 21, 2021 

December 16, 2021 

 

 

2021 FROZEN BUNS FLY OUT 

CANCELLED 

 

 

2021 CLAS ANNUAL  

WINTER DINNER 

CANCELLED 

 

 

2021 CLAS SAFETY SEMINAR  

CANCELLED 

See Message from the President 

 

 

 
 

NEXT CLAS BI-MONTHLY MEETING 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 at 7:30 pm by ZOOM.   

Links will be provided by email. 
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A Message from the President 

 

By Mark Sand 

 

This has been a difficult, challenging, and downright scary year for us all.  As far as balloon-

ing goes, Jamie and I have chosen to keep “Mystical Flyer” in her trailer until COVID is in 

full retreat.  We have to be content watching GoPro videos of our past flights and reliving 

our adventures on the TV screen.   

 

CLAS successfully shifted to virtual meetings in 2020.  December’s meeting had twelve at-

tendees, which is more than we usually get at face-to-face meetings.  Our 2020 safety semi-

nar was cancelled, as were our fly outs and summer picnic.  Our safety seminar for 2021 

will also be cancelled as will our Winter Dinner for 2021. 

 

For those of you looking for a safety seminar to attend in 2021, GEBA will hold a virtual, 

real time seminar on Saturday March 6, 2021 via ZOOM.  The cost will be $20 for GEBA  

members and $30 for non-members.  Details are at: http://gebaballoon.org/events/

continuing-ed-seminar/ .  The BFA online seminar date has not been announced yet.  In 

past years the cost was $50 for BFA members.  Check the BFA website at https://bfa.net/ 

periodically for the seminar announcement.  Both seminars are approved for insurance 

discount.   The BFA seminar is pre-recorded so you do not have to watch all the presenta-

tions at one time.  You can watch one presentation today and the next tomorrow or the 

next day until you have watched them all.  The GEBA seminar is live so you have to watch 

their seminar in real-time. 

 

Your membership dues for 2021 are due on January 1, 2021.  Please send your dues and a 

completed membership form to our Post Office Box, #633, Plainville, CT  06062.  A mem-

bership form is included on page 27 of this newsletter.   

 

 

I hope this finds you all well.  Hopefully we will be able to return to something resembling 

“normal” before too long.  Please be careful and patient.  Practice social distancing, mask-

ing, hand sanitizing and washing.  Now is not the time to let our guard down with vaccines 

just around the corner.  No one wants to be the last person to get COVID.  Missing or 

modifying the things we love to do now will insure that we will be able to return to them 

in the years to come.  

 

CT LIGHTER THAN AIR  

SOCIETY 
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GRAVITAS VENTURES ACQUIRES CHANTAL POTTER’S  

“BALLOON MAN” FOR WORLD-WIDE RELEASE 

by Bill Costen with Chantal Potter 

 

Words can't express our gratitude for all of your love and support of our documentary, Balloon Man! We've had an ex-

citing year, as we toured the 2020 film festival circuit. To God be the Glory, we even won a few awards! You can check 

out the full list on the Balloon Man Website.  

 

For any of you that are familiar with the WaterFire Arts Center in Providence, RI, we were to have a special drive-in 

screening of the film on December 16th, 2020. Tickets were purchased on their website, however, the showing had to 

be cancelled due to a Nor’Easter expected to dump 8-12 inches of snow in RI.  Balloon Man was awarded Film of the 

Year at the 2020 Rhode Island Black Film Festival and we were so grateful for their partnership with the WaterFire Cen-

ter and their willingness to screen the film! 

 

We recently partnered with Gravitas Ventures to distribute the film and we plan on having a February 2, 2021, worldwide 

release!! We will keep you informed on where exactly the film can be purchased and what platforms it can be viewed. 

Deadline Hollywood made the exclusive acquisition announcement below on December 10, 2020: 

 

     Gravitas Ventures has acquired Balloon Man, the documentary feature from Chantal Potter in her writing and directorial 

debut. The film follows Potter’s father, the ex-NFL player Bill Costen, who became the world’s first African American Hot-Air Bal-

loon Master Pilot. The film hits VOD on February 2. 

     “From the year I was born, I was flying with my father and I am honored to be able to tell his incredible story,” said Potter. 

“When I began the journey of producing this film, I not only wanted to open a gateway into the experience of the art, skill, and 

business of ballooning but also the endeavors of a man who gave the word flight an entirely new meaning. I hope that by sharing 

my father’s story, a generation will be inspired to live authentically and reach their full potential.” 

     Costen and Potter executive produced the film with co-executive producer Joe Young. Brandon Potter, Michael Taylor and Ca-

pella Fahoome are producers. The deal was negotiated by Gravitas’ Brett Rogalsky and Brendan Gallagher with Potter on behalf of 

her Made For T.V. Productions. 

 

We are so excited about these accomplishments and can't thank you all enough for your continued support of our en-

deavors!! We're truly looking forward to you all seeing this film!  

 

Happy Holidays to you and your families and we'll be in touch soon!  

 

Best, 

 

Chantal Potter 

 

Chantalpotter.com/balloonman 

 

Made for T.V. Productions 

info@madefortvproductions.com 

 

Ϙ  
 

https://www.chantalpotter.com/balloonman
https://waterfire.org/events/ri-black-film-festival-2020-award-winning-film-balloon-man/
http://gravitasventures.com/
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Gilbert R. Foster 

November 14, 1940—December 14, 2020 

 
Gilbert R. Foster, 80, born on November 14, 1940 in Southampton, Long Island and a long-term resident of Stonington, 

CT lost his battle with COVID-19 on December 14, 2020 at The Westerly Hospital and peacefully returned to his 

heavenly home with the Lord. He is predeceased by his beloved wife June Foster and his parents Roderick and Phyllis 

Foster. 

 

He was an avid licensed hot air balloon pilot who took his passion of flying to Switzerland, Australia, Canada, and 

throughout The United States. In the 1980’s, Gilbert became the Balloonmeister of the South County Hot Air Balloon 

Festival and used his expertise in coastal flying to help guide attending balloonists in navigating that unique and challeng-

ing flying area.  He was also the founder and owner of the Mystic River Balloon Adventure which he started in 1970 and 

ran it independently with the help of his daughters and close friends until he retired in the late 1990’s. 

 

He is survived by his three daughters, Cynthia (Donald) Rowley of Stonington, Jeanna (Donald) Congdon of Stonington, 

and Cheryl (Nicholas) Whitelaw of Waterford; five grandchildren, Alisha Shortman, Crystal Cody, Aleksa Liaugaudas, 

Kurtis Shaw, and Christiana Congdon; two brothers, Christopher (Nancy) Foster and Jonathan (Lisa) Foster; many niec-

es and one nephew. He is also survived by Eva Aldrich, Arthur Shortman Sr., and Michael Shortman who were more 

than just his best friends but also considered family to him. 

 
Due to COVID-19, there will be no calling hours and a funeral will be held at a later date with close friends and family 

in Southampton, Long Island where he will be reunited with his wife and the rest of his family. 

 
The family would like to extend a thank you to the staff at Academy Point in Mystic for their care and compassion 

where Gilbert resided for the past year.  Ϙ 

 

THE BALLOONISTS PRAYER 

May the winds  

welcome you with softness. 

May the sun  

bless you with its warm hands. 

May you fly so high and so well 

that God joins you in laughter 

and sets you gently back 

Into the loving arms of Mother Earth. 

- Author unknown 
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Remembrances for Gil Foster     

by Paul Stumpf & Noah Forden 

The New England ballooning community lost a long time fellow pilot and friend on Monday, December 14, 2020.  Gil-

bert Foster,  80 who had been in a retirement home for about a year, passed away due to complications from Covid 

19.  

 

Although this is not an “official” obituary I wanted to share a few thoughts and memories about my longtime friend. 

Gil had three daughters and 5 grandchildren.  His daughters all grew up flying with Gil and helping as crew members.  

I first met Gil in the parking lot outside the host hotel for the 1979 BFA National Convention in Knoxville, TN.  At the 

time, I was just a “budding” balloonist and college student who had traveled from Rhode Island to Tennessee with my 

homebuilt balloon, to take part in the convention festivities and flying.  Gil came to my rescue, as my Dad’s old boat 

trailer that I used to transport my balloon, had blown a wheel bearing just as we arrived in Knoxville.   As me and my 

crew stood there devastated by the failure of my trailer, Gil sauntered up and asked if we could use a hand.  A few 

hours later the wheel bearing was replaced, a job I wouldn’t ever have attempted on my own!  Gil helped me get the 

parts and install them right in the parking lot.  This experience typifies Gil’s character, always willing to lend a helping 

hand, and doing so with a blend of comedy and expertise that left a memorable impression. 

 

I’m not  100% sure how Gil first got into ballooning, but I’m pretty sure it was because of his involvement  as crew and 

friend for the ill-fated “Free Life” trans-Atlantic balloon attempt in the mid 1970’s.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Free_Life_(balloon) 

Gil’s first balloon was a Semco Model T, and he soon became an “expert” at flying the unique Connecticut coastal area 

surrounding his home in Mystic, CT.  He founded Mystic Balloon Adventures, later expanding to larger Raven balloons, 

one of which was named after his Mom, Phyllis. He offered spectacular coastal balloon adventures in Mystic and the 

surrounding area.  His flights often drifted up the scenic Mystic River, and over the historic Mystic Seaport Museum and 

it’s permanently moored tall ship collection. 

Gil gained quite a reputation for these flights and attracted the attention of the Wakefield, Rhode Island Rotary Club 

who were interested in starting a hot air balloon festival as a fundraising event.  Gil became the Balloonmeister of the 

South  County (Rhode Island) Hot Air Balloon Festival in the early 1980’s, and applied his expertise in coastal balloon 

flying to help guide attending balloonists in navigating this unique and challenging flying area. 

I most remember Gil as the consummate story teller.  His tales combined unique experiences with a bit of irreverence 

and a healthy dose of mischief. His stories and his generous nature are well remembered by all who met him.  Gil was 

very active on the New England and New York balloon festival circuit.  Gil also ran a typewriter repair business as well 

as being on the cutting edge of word and data processing with another business venture. 

In the late 1990’s  Gil closed his balloon ride company and retired.  Although he never flew balloons again, he remained 

a fixture in the Mystic and Westerly Rhode Island area, often holding court at area coffee spots. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Life_(balloon)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_Life_(balloon)
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I’d like to share some thoughts about Gil penned by  Noah Forden ,  a novice balloon enthusiast at the time, who recalls 

his first balloon flight in the early 1980’s,  as a passenger in Gil’s balloon: 

“Gil gave me my first balloon ride when I was only 18. He knew of my acute interest and so, on one windy morning 

when balloons probably had no business flying, Gil decided that an inflation and launch was needed to pacify the small 

crowd that had gathered at our local festival. He told me to hop in the basket, a basket which was bucking like a bull 

ready to exit the chute at a rodeo. I was beyond thrilled (and completely oblivious to any danger). He fired the burner 

for what seemed like an eternity and then up we went, like a rocket ship - and then down, just as quick, into a parking lot 

surrounded by trees only half a mile away. The descent was steep - and fast! The basket immediately tipped over, all of 

its contents strewn about, me laughing uncontrollably from nervousness and excitement and Gil yelling at me to help him 

pull the red line. We dragged to a stop just before the tree line on the far side of the parking lot, having narrowly es-

caped death. It was beyond fabulous! This flight might have lasted five minutes, but I was totally hooked! And so began 

my life in ballooning. We had a lot of fun with Gil in the years after that and he gave me an old run-down Raven S-50 

envelope in exchange for re-weaving his basket (no wonder it needed work) and although we eventually lost touch, I will 

always appreciate his mischievous sense of fun and adventurous spirit. “ 

My condolences to Gil’s family.  Gil’s daughter Cyndy says that hopefully there will be a celebration of life ceremony in 

Gil’s hometown on Long Island this Summer, after Covid concerns ease up,   Ϙ  

 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

  

       

 

       Photo of Gil taken at Glens Falls in 1983 

                   P.Stumpf photo  
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Cyndy & Gil –Taken during the Pioneer 

Aeronauts Reunion 2013   

photo provided by Tom Smith 

Gil’s balloon flying over Providence, RI  

during the Montgolfier Day Balloon  

Regatta 1983   

P. Stumpf photo 
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WE HAVE LOTS OF GREAT PHOTOGRAPHERS AND STORY TELLERS IN OUR 

MEMBERSHIP.  WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU.  PLEASE SHARE YOUR BAL-

LOONING PHOTOS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND STORIES WITH US.  YOU CAN 

FORWARD YOUR PHOTOS AND STORIES TO ME TO BE INCLUDED IN THE 

NEXT ISSUE OF “THE SCOOP”: 

 

JAMIEWHITMAN3@GMAIL.COM 

T H E  S C O O P  

NEW TREASURER NEEDED  

 
After many years of faithful service as our treasurer, Robert Zirpolo is stepping down. He 

will stay on until he prepares and files our tax forms for 2020.  We need someone to as-
sume the position. Robert will train his successor and will provide CLAS with a copy of 

QuickBooks, the software he uses to host our records. If anyone would like to step up and 

be our treasurer let me know at mdsand@snet.net or 860-389-6778. Robert indicated the 

position does not have a steep learning curve and does not require a lot of time to main-

tain the records.   Ϙ  

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBER: 

BRYAN KELLY of GRANBY, CT 

 

WELCOME  TO CLAS, BRYAN! 

WE’RE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU! 

IT’S THAT TIME FOLKS! 

2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE  JANUARY 1, 2021 

NUTS & BOLTS 



 

A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 
                          -  Confucius 

Quarry Flying 
Story & photo by Tom Smith 

 

In this era of cryptic 

communication and in-

ternet chat rooms, the 

use of the letters ASL is 

an abbreviation for “Age, 

Sex, and Location”  but 

not in the world of avia-

tion. Aircraft altitude is 

most often referred to 

in terms of ASL for 

Above Sea Level or dur-

ing landing maneuvers, 

AGL for Above Ground 

Level.  Very rarely does 

a pilot ever get a chance 

to reference his position 

as BGL or Below 

Ground Level.    

Just a few miles south of 

the launch field for the 

Adirondack Balloon 

Festival, in the town of 

Moreau NY,  there is a 

stone quarry.  It has 

been in operation since 

the 1830s so the hole is 

now long, wide and 

deep.   On the week-

ends of the Fall Festival 

it is not in operation and 

therefore there is no  

 

activity in it .  It is just a great big peaceful hole in the ground.  

 

For four decades of flying out of that festival, every time either Brian or I had a north wind, we would set a course for that quarry, 

in an attempt to track over and then fly down into it.  Once we get below the rim, the world becomes quiet and calm. As we de-

scend futher down, the air is completely calm.  We just hang there as if we were a chandelier and then we watch the contingent of 

balloons above us continuing on their journey  south.   

 

After a few minutes of hanging  in that tranquility and also reporting to our Chase Crew our location in feet BGL, we add heat to 

the balloon, slowly lift out of the quarry to an altitude AGL to catch the prevailing winds and continue our flight to its final destina-

tion.  Ϙ 
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FROM THE CREW CHIEF’S CORNER 

Part 11 of 52 

by Gordon Schwontkowski  

 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

 

Crewing and flight safety require information and sometimes even outside assistance – lots of it that’s organized and instantly 

available. At every festival, crew can expect a ready-made sheet of paper or laminated card on a colorful lanyard with local emer-

gency service numbers. But don’t overlook the importance of these when flying at home. Creating one of these must-have lists is 

a top priority for every crew – sport, competition, and commercial. 

 

Why a list? Many reasons. First, you’re the ballooning authority and not the expert on power lines, rerouting air traffic as you’re 

escorted down an active runway, or finding Indian reservation police. Your list gives you access to trained professionals to assist 

you with most anything anywhere at any time. Second, presence of mind and memory are often the first casualties of even lesser 

emergencies. Lists are reliable and immune to forgetting, uncertainty, or delay. And even if you know how to reach help, your 

crew may not if you’re busy. Don’t assume other crews helping your pilot know these numbers either. Lists buy you valuable sec-

onds when needed most – life-or-death pressure will turn a routine find-that-number task into fumbling and scrambling. Best of 

all, it offers pilots and crew reassurance they’re not alone and that help is only a call away. Organized contact information helps 

prepare you for anything.  

 

Many of us simply don’t have complete lists of what would be needed then or even now. Take an hour with your pilot or crew 

chief to assemble all the emergency contacts and information you could possibly use for safety needs in your flying area. All flying 

areas will have essentials, but these will vary with geography, population, terrain, and other factors. Be sure to list after-hours or 

emergency numbers for utilities such as power, gas, and phone companies. Many of the most common numbers include: 

 

Pilot name, company, balloon owner: home#, cell#, office#, fax, email                                             

Balloon N#, make/model, insurance provider                                                                                  

Repair station: office#, cell#, address                                                        

Local propane   

              

Balloon radio frequency and alternates                          

Local FSDO/FAA representatives                 

All local airports: tower phones and aircraft radio frequencies 

 

Police and/or sheriff                    

Fire department                   

Ambulance                       

Hospital or emergency medical facilities                         

Non-emergency medical assistance             

Poison Control Hotline  

 

Flight Service                   

Automated weather                   

Secondary weather sources 

 

Power company (and after-hrs/emergency lines)                          

Gas company (and after-hrs/emergency lines)           

Phone company (and after-hrs/emergency lines)                 

Railroads  

Park district or management offices            

Conservation and/or forestry offices  

Coast Guard or local marine patrol   
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Indian Reservation police                         

Military bases   

 

Lost balloon strategy - write it out!               

Call-in #, Message Center               

Call-in support               

Agreed call-in time 

                 

Tech/moral support                       

Vehicle insurance                     

Roadside assistance/local towing             

Other useful information 

 

Use these to start, but don’t stop here. The best lists are the ones you make yourself, tailor to your flying needs and area, and 

which live, grow, and change with time and experience. No two lists will be alike. Mountain rescue, Coast Guard or marine pa-

trol, or military base contacts may be appropriate for various flying areas. Suburbs have police departments while rural areas 

may have only sheriffs. 9-1-1 may even provide different emergency responders from area to area. It’ll often cover and direct 

you to all emergency services in suburban areas. In the country, you may need separate numbers for sheriff, fire department, 

and ambulance. Roadside assistance may come through your insurance company, auto club, or even vehicle manufacture. Ac-

count for your flying area’s unique features, risks, and resources; find out ahead of time while you have the time and seconds 

don’t matter. 

 

Communication strategies may be among your most important items. Nothing substitutes for knowing your pilot’s aircraft radio 

frequency, your pre-chosen alternate, and your lost-balloon plans. Pre-arranging lost balloon strategies and arrangements can 

save not only time and hassle but prevent further risk when landings in remote areas or dete-

riorating weather occur. Having no plan or visu- al/radio contact with a pilot who has land-

ed will rattle many newer crew and some sea- soned ones as well. Agree in advance who 

to call, after how long, what to do, and who will coordinate messages or moral support – 

few things can offer more reassurance. 

 

Urgencies can also feel like emergencies, so on the back side of your list, include conven-

ience numbers for crew chiefs, crew members, launch site landowners, other pilots, pro-

pane suppliers, favorite restaurants, etc. List sev- eral numbers you can call for a second 

opinion on weather: private services, other pilots upwind, local airports, etc. Insights and 

information on changing conditions are much too important to leave to a single phone call or 

technology alone. It’s always a good idea to list the number for your balloon’s manufactur-

er and/or a high-hour pilot who is more experienced with your make and model of equipment for those “this doesn’t seem 

quite right” moments. When crew is late, your launch site gate is locked, you never did refuel, or it’s marginal and you’re won-

dering if anyone else is flying – urgency can seem like or even become an emergency.  

 
Add others numbers and information you find useful after a few flights before you finalize your list, and update it as often as 

needed. Print out a few copies (black bold larger fonts with red highlights) on yellow paper or cardstock and laminate them. 

Designate a here-only place for it in each of your vehicles (console, door pocket, visor, glove box, seat side, etc.) and make sure 

everyone knows where to find it. Another copy in your pilot’s flight bag, your basket, or elsewhere isn’t a bad idea either. Have 

your crew chief and crew members familiarize themselves with its contents, quiz them on who to call (power line strike may 

require 9-1-1 or power company, fire department, and ambulance), and even rehearse calls with each other. Real-time is no 

time for a trial run. 

 
Resist the temptation to enter these numbers only into a cell phone, laptop, PDA, or other electronic device alone or only in 

your pilot’s electronics. These work great as backups but are fraught with risks: forgetting your cell phone, low batteries, 

charger/power cords left at home, memory or operation crashes, theft, forgetting it, unfamiliar with someone else’s system, out 

of range, etc. Most of all, electronics are the most unreliable category of consumer product ever created, period. Rely on them 

as back-up, not as a primary source for your contact numbers. Your safety is much too important to trust exclusively to a giz-

mo; make it your Plan B instead. 
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...presence of mind and memory 

are often the first casualties of 

even lesser emergencies. Lists are 

reliable and immune to forget-

ting, uncertainty, or delay.  ...Lists 

buy you valuable seconds when 

needed most – life-or-death pres-

sure will turn a routine find-that-

number task into fumbling and 

scrambling.. 

T H E  S C O O P  
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The worst possible flying experience is not necessarily a tragic emergency; it’s often the regret of being unprepared, not doing 

all you could, and the doubt you’re left to live with in the aftermath. Many experienced pilots and crew members will testify to 

this. You are not alone. You do not have to carry the world only on your shoulders. Dedicated professionals of all sorts await 

your call 24/7 – as long as you know how to reach them. Hopefully, you’ll never need to make that emergency call after assem-

bling all this information. However, better to have it and not need it than…  Don’t put this article down until you’ve picked up 

a pen and paper to start listing or updating who needs to be on your emergency contact list. 

   

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon Crewing Essentials” available through the author (see the end of the “Welcome” article for 

more information). 

AT THE ANNUAL MIKE BOLLEA SANTA FLIGHT 

DECEMBER 11, 2016  AQUA TURF CLUB, PLANTSVILLE, CT 

“MYSTICAL FLYER” CREW & PILOT  

L-R:  JANET STORRS, BOBBIE PETITTI, MARK SAND 

T H E  S C O O P  
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1ST PLACE:  MARK SAND 

WINNERS OF THE  

2021 CLAS CLAENDAR  

CONTEST 

 

Great photos!  Congratulations to all!! 
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2ND PLACE:  LIBBY RICHARDSON 
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3RD PLACE:  GARRY GUERTIN 
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4TH PLACE:  TOM SMITH 
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5TH PLACE:  PENNY CHRISTY 
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6TH PLACE:  MARK SAND 
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7TH PLACE:  PAUL SENA 
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8TH PLACE:  PAULINE BAKER 
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9TH PLACE:  KRISTEN BRIGHENTI  
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10TH PLACE:  PAULINE BAKER 
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11TH PLACE:  LIBBY RICHARDSON 
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12TH PLACE:  BEVERLY THEODORE 



 

CLAS MEMBERSHIP FORM  
 
CLAS DUES $20 includes membership privileges and newsletter.  
Extra voting family member add $5  
 
NAME___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ 
  
CITY_________________________________STATE______________ZIP_____________ 
 
TELEPHONE 
 
 (Home) ________________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  
 
E-Mail____________________________________________________________________  
 

CLAS Membership Info:  
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5)  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
  
New _____ Renewing _____  
 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____  
 
N#_______ 
  
BFA #______________ BFA CAAP Level ___________ BFA PAAP Level_________ 
  
FAA Wings Level Completed_____________________ 
 
Pilot Certificate # _____________________________________________ 
  
Type(s) of Certificate(s)________________________________________________  
 
Make checks payable to CLAS and mail to: 
CLAS PO Box 633, Plainville, CT  06062  
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CLAS Lighter Than Air Society 

PO Box 633 

Plainville, CT  06062 

 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a 

club founded in 1988 for anyone interested in 

learning about, participating in, and improving the 

sport of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts 

alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the 

safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 

Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd 

Thursday of even numbered months at 7:30 pm 

by ZOOM until further notice. The ZOOM link 

will be emailed to the membership prior to each 

meeting.  For more information, contact any of 

the officers listed in this newsletter. 

Publishing Information 

The Scoop is published electronically by the second 

Thursday of every third month. Submissions for The 

Scoop are preferred by email to Editor Jamie Whit-

man at jamiewhitman3@gmail.com. Photos, articles, 

and ideas are always welcome. Information may be 

mailed to: 142 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT 

06355 or can be brought to any CLAS meeting and 

given to the President, Mark Sand. All materials 

should be received by the Editor at least two weeks 

prior to the first Thursday of every third month for 

inclusion. 

 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes 

this newsletter for its members and interested par-

ties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if 

credit is given to the writer and/or photographer, 

and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not nec-

essarily those of the organization or members of 

this organization. For more information contact: 

Editor, Jamie Whitman, 142 Greenmanville Avenue, 

Mystic, CT 06355 Email jamiewhitman3@gmail.com; 

Phone: 860-917-7634 

CLAS 

ALBUQUERQUE HOT AIR BALLOON FESTIVAL  OCTOBER 1, 2016 

We’re on the Web & 

Facebook! 

www.lighterthanair.org 
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