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Thirty-five of Brian Boland’s 170 home built balloons at the Experimental Balloon and Airship meet held in his memory 

Post Mills, VT     September 2021    photo by Santo Galatioto, Sr. 
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2021 CALENDAR of EVENTS  

 

2021 CLAS  BI-MONTHLY MEETINGS:  

(held on even numbered months on the 3rd 

Thursday).  Due to the pandemic all meetings will 

be virtual, held by ZOOM until further notice.  

Mark will email the links to members.   

Dates are: 

October 21, 2021 

December 16, 2021 

 

 

ANNUAL CLAS CALENDAR  

PHOTO CONTEST  

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2021 

 

3 photos/contestant to be submitted to Garry 

Guertin, CLAS VP, from any time frame, in  

landscape format.  The  

contest will be held on-line as it was last year due 

to the on-going pandemic. 

 

VOTING WILL BE HELD 

OC TOBER 16-20, 2021 

 

CONTEST WINNERS  

will be announced at the next CLAS  

bi-monthly Zoom meeting on  

THURSDAY, COTOBER 21, 2021  

at 7:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT CLAS BI-MONTHLY MEETING 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 at 7:30 pm 

Zoom links will be provided by email 
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2021 HOT AIR BALLOON FESTIVALS 

 
Due to the on-going COVID19 pandemic not all festivals listed below are confirmed.  

Please check status before attending.   

 

 

Hot Air Affair:  RisingAbove Cancer 2021 

Williamston, SC 

September 3-5, 2021 

 

Letchworth Red, White & Blue Balloon Festival 

Portageville, NY 

CANCELLED 

 
Stoweflake Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Stowe, VT 

CANCELLED 

 
NJ Lottery Festival of Ballooning 

Whitehouse Station, NY 

July 23-25, 2021 

 
Saratoga Balloon & BBQ Festival 

Ballston Spa, NY 

August 27-29, 2021 

 
Plainville Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Plainville, CT 

CANCELLED 

 

Quechee Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Quechee, VT 

September 3-5, 2021 

 
Hudson Valley Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Lagrangeville, NY 

September 3-5, 2021 

 

Experimental Balloon and Airship Meet 

Post Mills, VT  

September 10-12, 2021 

 
Adirondack Balloon Festival 

Queensbury, NY 

September 23–26, 2021 

 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta 

Albuquerque, NM 

October 2-10, 2021 
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A Message from the President 
 

 

The ballooning world has suffered two significant losses since our last issue of The Scoop.  Most of you probably 

know Pilot Brian Boland died in a ballooning accident on July 15, 2021.  He was 72.  This issue of 

the SCOOP contains extensive coverage of Brian’s life and times.  Brian’s loss leaves a hole in the fabric of bal-

looning that will never be repaired.  We send our heartfelt condolences to Brian’s family and friends. 

 

We also mourn the loss of Joan Grishkot who passesd away on July 8 at the age of 79.  As many of you know 

Joan and her husband Walter, who pre-deceased her 10 years earlier, were the founders of the Adirondack Bal-

loon Festival, arguably the premier balloon festival east of Albuquerque.  Joan was involved with the festival up to 

her passing and was also active in many community activities in the Glens Falls area. 

 

My optimism concerning the COVID pandemic evident in my message in the last edition of The Scoop must un-

fortunately be tempered.  The Delta variant has reversed much of the progress we saw in the early sum-

mer.  The uptick in COVID cases forced us to cancel our annual summer picnic in August.  At this time almost 

2000 Americans are dying each day from COVID, mostly from the Delta variant, and almost exclusively populat-

ed by the pool of people who have not been vaccinated.  Your take-away from this:  if you and your loved ones 

are not vaccinated, GET VACCINATED!  Let’s get this pandemic behind us once and for all so we can all safely 

return to the sky. 

 

On a personal note, after 22 months being of on the ground wishing I was in the air I “got current,” along with 

Garry, Penny, and Kevin a few Saturdays ago.  Thanks Garry for providing “Dream Weaver” for that great morn-

ing.  I didn’t know how much I missed it until I was in the air!  Of course, everyone in the basket had been vac-

cinated and we enjoyed breakfast outdoors at the nearest Dunkin Donuts.  

 

In regards to CLAS business, the Board is pleased to announce a new, on-line system for becoming a member of 

CLAS and paying dues as well as paying for club events.  All of the details are outlined in this issue of The Scoop in 

the section “Nuts and Bolts”.  Please be certain to familiarize yourself with our new system so you are able to 

continue as a member of CLAS. 

 

Submissions for our photo contest are currently being accepted until Wednesday, October 13, 2021.  Voting will 

take place on-line from October 16 to October 20, 2021.  The details can be found elsewhere in this edition of 

the The Scoop.  Search through your photo archives and find a winner!   Ϙ 

 

 

Mark Sand 

CLAS President 
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A Message from the Editor 

 
I’m sorry to say in the short 7 years I’ve been a balloonist, I never met Brian Boland.  During these past 7 years 

I’ve become familiar with terms such as “home built”, “EBAA”, “cloud hopper”, “experimental” and “XLTA”.  

But I still, consistently missed, unfortunately, that bit of information that I did not have to own an experimental 

balloon in order to attend Brian’s annual XLTA festival.  Once I realized my mistake only very recently I had 

hoped to attend Brian’s festival this year, however, was not able to do so.   

 

In hearing and reading  people describe Brian he sounds like my kind of person.  I believe we shared the same 

philosophy of life.  I believe I would have liked his affinity for the unique and eclectic and those brave enough to 

follow their dreams, even in the face of negativity and conformity.  I remember once drawing blood from a gay 

teenager.  He was flamboyant as well as sweet and considerate.  I could easily see the goodness in this young 

man.  I remember thinking to myself “you have to be one of the bravest people I’ve ever met” because I thought 

about the rash of s**t this kid must get for staking his claim for his true self.  I feared for him, his safety.   Our 

society is not easy on those who insist on being their true self.  I think it’s safe to say Brian knew this.  Yet so 

often it’s these very people who bring light and joy and liberation to the rest of us stuffed shirts. 

 

I have read many articles about Brian since his death.  I guess since I never got to meet him I wanted to try to 

get to know him through the many stories I read on line.  I came across a story that I suspect reflects Brian’s 

personality really well.  It says a lot about him as a human being. 

 

That story was written by Rich Barlow of public radio WBUR Boston on July 22, 2021.  I’ve included excerpts 

from that story here in this issue of The Scoop.  The article is available in it’s entirety at the link provided here:  

  

https://www.wbur.org/cognoscenti/2021/07/22/balloon-accident-brian-boland-rich-barlow 

 

Also, on another topic, CLAS Pilot and member Charmaine Rohde forwarded a New York Times link to me 

about a group of young and diverse folks in Washington state falling in love with the sport of hot air ballooning.  

It’s a wonderful story with great photos.  I hope you enjoy it.  Thank you Charmaine for sharing such an enlight-

ening and warm hearted article.  Here’s the link:   

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/08/15/us/hotair-balloon-washington-seattle.html 

 

Also, don’t miss the link in this issue for the UK Tribute to Brian.  It’s heartfelt, sweet and funny. 

 
Ϙ 
 

Jamie Whitman 

Editor 

The Scoop 
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- NUTS & BOLTS - 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
CLAS BOARD ANNOUNCES NEW, ON-LINE SYSTEM FOR  

PAYING MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 
 
The CLAS Board is excited to announce that CLAS has upgraded our membership and dues 

collection capabilities. We will no longer rely solely on hand-compiled membership rosters, 

email lists, dues and other payment activities, but are moving much of these online.  

 

Please visit the CLAS Web Site at www.ctlighterthanair.org.  Go to the lower right corner of 

the home page to the "CLAS Members and Visitors" section.  There you will find a link to 

"Register Online."  We encourage all visitors (CLAS members or not) to register.  Registered 

visitors will have enhanced access to the site; CLAS members will have exclusive access to 

member-only content. 

 

The registration form takes the place of the old paper form you used to fill out to join or re-

new your membership.   Once you register and decide you want to join CLAS go to the very 

bottom of the home page and click on "join CLAS."  Everyone who wants to be a member 

of CLAS must follow this system, even if you are currently a dues-paying member.  We 

are effectively purging our membership data and rebuilding it using new information from the 

registration and "join CLAS" procedures.  

 

When you join CLAS you will be able to pay your dues via PayPal in any of the membership 

categories (single, family, complimentary, one-time payment, recurring payments).   You do 

NOT have to have an account with PayPal to use this feature. Instructions are self-

explanatory. The dues are not based on calendar year, but is valid for 12 months. So someone 

registering in October will be good through October 2022. Someone registering in January 

2022 will be good through January 2023.  In the future you will also be able to purchase calen-

dars, attend our Winter Dinners and safety seminars, and make any other payments to CLAS 

that may be offered through this system. 

 

Starting in January 2022 we will no longer be using our old email list.  You MUST register and 

become a member to receive information from your Board of Directors.  Please register now, 

pay your dues and continue to be a CLAS member. 

 

Also, a big shout out and “thank you” to Jude Russell, our webmaster, IT wiz kid and Zen 

Master of computing for all of her time and effort in helping to bring this new system to  

fruition and continuing to move CLAS into the 21st century.  Great job Jude. 

 

- CLAS Board of Directors 

http://www.ctlighterthanair.org/
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 - NUTS & BOLTS - 
 

THANKS TO THIS ISSUE’S  

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS! 

Santo Galatioto 

Charmaine Rohde 

Mark Sand  

Gordon Schwontkowski 

Tom Smith 

Paul Stmpf 

Robert Zirpolo 

 

 

IT’S TIME FOLKS! 
2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES WERE DUE ON 

JANUARY 1, 2021.  MEMBERSHIP DUES CAN NOW BE PAID ON-LINE,  SEE PRE-

VIOUS PAGE  OF THIS ISSUE FOR DETAILS.  THE MEMBERSHIP  FORM WILL 

CONTINUE TO BE PROVIDED ON THE LAST PAGE OF THIS NEWSLETTER.   

 
All photos by Jamie Whitman unless otherwise noted 

 

 

2022 ANNUAL CLAS CALENDAR CONTEST 
It’s that time of year friends.  Garry is now accepting photos for the 2022 annual CLAS Calen-

dar Contest.  Three photos per contestant may be submitted from any time period.  In non-

pandemic years photos were required to be from the previous year of ballooning.  Since 

many of us are not flying due to the pandemic that requirement is removed so photos are 

allowed from any year.  Photos must be in landscape format.   The contest will be held on-

line as it was last year due to the on-going pandemic.  Garry will email instructions to the 

membership on how to vote.   

Photos must be submitted by October 13, 2021    

Voting will take place on-line October 16-20, 2021 
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  From New England Air Museum, Windsor Locks, CT 

New England Women in Aviation - In the Works at NEAM 

by Kathy Wadsworth Delano, CLAS member & Master Pilot 

 

The New England Air Museum has committed to constructing a permanent exhibit that will high-

light the achievements of New England women in the various fields of aviation. 

 

Women have contributed to aviation progress since even before the first powered aircraft left the 

ground in this country over 118 years ago. 

 

The project's coordinator, Peggy Loeffler (fixed wing pilot, instructor and FAA Designated Examin-

er) assisted by Katherine Wadsworth Delano (a record setting balloon pilot, commercial LTA pilot 

and FAA Designated Examiner) have been working with museum staff to create a multi media, in-

teractive and dynamic exhibit which is now under construction. Since Peggy received the Coombs-

Gate $20,000 cash award from the National Aviation Hall of Fame in October of 2018, which set 

off the fundraising for this project, much progress has been made. And, there has been terrific re-

sponse from many donors. We are very close to our goal, having raised 90% of the funds towards 

the $150,000 needed. Raising the balance of the funds to close the gap is a priority as we move 

closer towards our vision of an exhibit that celebrates the New England women who broke barri-

ers and followed their dreams to design, build and fly aircraft of all kinds over the nearly dozen dec-

ades since Kitty Hawk. 

 
Meetings with the NEAM's curator, Nick Hurley, have been on-going since the summer of 2020, as 

we discuss and plan each aspect of how all the information, imagery, artifacts and stories can be 

best presented within the spaces created. The area for the exhibit exists and is the connector be-

tween the Military and Civilian aviation hangars of the Museum. Carpeting, lighting and structural 

components of the wall displays have already been installed. Visitors to the museum are able to 

view the area's progressive transformation which includes renderings of the proposed exhibit. It's all 

coming together very nicely.  

 

We are moving very deliberately in the mounting of this exhibit. We are meeting often about the 

design elements, content and how best to display the information/artifacts & images we have availa-

ble to us. We are shooting for an opening towards the end of February 2022 to be ready for Wom-

en's History Month in March and the Museum's annual Women Take Flight event the first weekend 

of that month.  

Please visit neam.org - click collections - scroll to exhibits  for more information and to donate.   Ϙ 

http://neam.org/
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Chantal Potter’s movie “Balloon Man”,  about her Dad, CLAS member 

and Master Pilot Bill Costen, has been nominated for  

HBO Max Best Documentary at the  

2021 RSF Martha’s Vineyard African American Film Festival! 
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November 24, 1971   age 15 yrs old 

 

It was a cold November morning and the first time I ever woke up (willingly) before sunrise.  As I walked the 

familiar path to my high school, it was surreal to be doing it in total darkness.  I was on my way to the much 

anticipated Festival of Breakfast & Balloon.  I had no idea what to expect. When I arrived, a few people were 

standing side by side wildly flapping some fab-

ric.  Waves of air were drifting into a large color-

ful bag.  Another mus- tached man was tinkering 

with a some hardware attached to a wicker bas-

ket.  I made my way over to the “breakfast” 

area.  Presenting my 50 cent ticket, I was handed 

a lukewarm cup of “hot” chocolate and a 

cold piece of dry toast, yummmm. 

 

The fabric beast grew, and a couple of people 

went inside carrying long wooden leaf rakes.  

The pilot  (or maybe mad inventor/builder), 

ignited a flame thrower.  A roar ensued and some 

steam or I thought, maybe smoke, rose from 

the upper fabric.  I moved closer, attracted 

and enthralled, and not the least bit nervous or 

afraid.  The scene was chaotic.  The guys inside 

the balloon were madly pushing their rakes up-

ward to hold up the fabric, while trying not to 

get roasted by the flame.  (I learned later 

that they were officially known as “The Turkeys”).  The pilot was aiming and firing the flame thrower, as if he 

were wrestling with it. The folks who had been flapping, struggled to hold  the fabric out of the way of the 

burner as they cowered from the intense heat.  After what could only be described as a battle, the huge fabric 

bag finally rose skyward, standing serenely upright above the slack-jawed crowd.  I was HOOKED! 

 

May 20, 2021 age 64 yrs old 

 

Here I was again, seeing the very same strange bag of colorful fabric.  The very same mustached (and now 

bearded) pilot/mad inventor/builder was tinkering with some hardware attached to a wicker basket. But, this 

time, it was the 50th birthday celebration of this primal aerostat “The Phoenix”, Brian Boland’s very first hot 

air balloon creation, and the same balloon that I had witnessed for the first time so very long ago. 

 

REMEMBRANCE of BRIAN BOLAND 

by Paul Stumpf 

August 1, 2021 

Paul Stumpf & Brian Boland   photo by Brooke Ridgeway 
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What came in between these two events is almost impossible to capture in words.  I have dedicated my life to 

crafting, flying, selling, and repairing lighter that air beasts.  Brian Boland transitioned from “mad inventor/

balloonist” to my mentor and really, a second father.  My relationship with Brian was powerful, joyful, mysteri-

ous, challenging, inspiring, and intense.  As a 15 year old art student at Farmington (CT) High School, Brian 

was my art and photography teacher.  Just a short time later he would become my hot air balloon building 

mentor and then flight instructor.   

 

July 15, 2021  9pm.  The end of an Era 
 

I lost my mentor, and lifelong friend tonight.  He died as he lived, spreading joy.  Brian wasn’t just a master balloon pilot 

with over 11,000 lifetime hours in hot air balloons. He wasn’t just a prolific balloon builder of over 170 aerostats.  He 

was a walking, talking creative force of nature.  He was a generous and inspirational teacher, pilot, friend, neighbor, local 

celebrity, inventor, creator, comedian, visionary and adventurer.  But mostly, he was just a guy who refused to grow up.  

He kept his capacity for childlike wonder and awe alive throughout his entire life.  Even more importantly, he inspired 

and awoke this wonder and awe in just about everyone he encountered.  He was a man who transformed a little grass 

strip airport in rural Post Mills, Vermont into a playground 

for all ages. He filled it with a huge assortment of eclectic, 

fantastic, and unique items, creations, and spaces.  He filled 

the skies over Post Mills with color and fantasy.  His deep 

unmistakable laugh and voice boomed from above and invited 

all below to join in the flights of fancy that he lived for. If you 

were lucky enough as a balloon builder, to attend the Experi-

mental Balloon & Airship Meet, Brian may have presented 

you with an official EBAA Lifetime Membership Card which 

reads: “All balloons are beautiful. To create one’s own is to 

construct a huge, magical, educational work of art.”  Brian J. 

Boland. 

 

Brian’s soul will forever be a part of Post Mills airport, and I 

for one know his spirit will always be there, ready to help me 

return refresh my own childlike wonder and awe.  Thank you 

Brian, you will be sorely missed but certainly never forgotten, and the smiles of 

genuine joy you created will live on forever. 

 

Addendum:  It was Brian’s wish to always maintain Post Mills airport as a small 

unique and special place, open to the community. His partner, Tina Foster had 

these words to say at the closing of his celebration of life on August 1, 2021, “It 

was Brian’s desire for the Post Mills Airport to always remain an airport. It’s 

my mission to make that happen. So whatever it takes, we will keep it the 

home of multiple forms of aviation, creativity, generosity, and community.”  

Anyone interested in helping her with that mission can write to her at: Post 

Mills Airport P.O. Box 51  Post Mills, VT  05058   Ϙ 

 

 
  

       
Drawing of Brian Boland by Paul Stumpf 



 
 

 
Photographs by Ruth Fremson 

Text by Kirk Johnson 

Aug. 15, 2021 

 

ENUMCLAW, Wash. — Three thousand feet up, just after dawn on a recent morning, McKenna Secrist reached over the 

rim of a metal-framed wicker gondola and released a handful of popcorn to test the wind. Instead of drifting down with 

gravity, the little white kernels lofted up, up and away, revealing the flow of air, and the descent rate of her balloon as 

she prepared to land. 

 

“Every balloon flight is an adventure because you use the winds to navigate where you want to go,” she said. “In a bal-

loon you’re also moving so slowly, and you have like a 360-degree-view of the world, and it really gives you perspec-

tive.” 

 

 

McKenna Secrist, center, a commercial hot air balloon pilot, watched as a helium balloon, called a pibal, floated in the sky near 

Enumclaw, Wash.     Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 
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As it drifts upward, the pibal shows balloonists where the air currents are flowing.     Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 

Ms. Secrist, 21, is one of the youngest commercial hot air balloon pilots in the nation. She caught the ballooning bug 

early, she said, before she can even remember. She started volunteering on a support crew at age 9 and bought her 

own balloon at 15 with savings and some help from her parents. She got a commercial license at 18. 

 

Longtime balloon enthusiasts hope that she is the vanguard of a new wave of interest in a sport that is threatened by 

the graying out of an older generation who embraced ballooning in its last big wave of growth in the 1960s and ’70s. 

Devan Pearson, right, a student pilot, helped Ms. Secrist pack up after a flight.     Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 
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A new program aimed at recruiting a next generation—and one that includes more women and people who are not 

white—is part of those hopes in Washington State.  But a deeper well of enthusiasm, balloonists say, is coming from 

something harder to pin down, in the uptick in interest as the Covid-19 pandemic has upended the patterns of Amer-

ican life. 

 

“Every time I fly it makes me want my own balloon.” said Cooper Dill, a high school senior who took a recent train-

ing flight with Ms. Secrist, operating the propane burners for only the second time.  He and a friend, Aidan Hughes, 

both 17, are saving to buy a balloon together.  Mr. Dill even sold his beloved pickup truck to raise his share of the 

money.  Their timing is good: with many older balloonists retiring and selling off their equipment, a gently used bal-

loon with all its compnents, while still expensive, can cost as little as $10,000 to $20,000.  (A new balloon able to car-

ry a pilot and two to three passengers can cost $40,000 or more.) 

Ms. Pearson, 21, preparing the balloon for a sunset flight. 

        Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 
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Testing the burners before taking to the skies. 
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Mandy Johnson, a longtime aeronaut and ballooning teacher in Washington, said her list of new students is bigger this 

summer than at any time in 25 years, with about two-thirds of them aged 20 to 35.  

 

“And about half are women, which is really, really good,” Ms. Johnson said.   

 

The physics of the sport is pretty simple: if the air inside a balloon — envelope is the term of art — is heated to 100 

degrees warmer than the air outside it, the sphere will rise; at less than 100 degrees difference it will descend, with 

some variation depending on the outside temperature, the total weight and size of the balloon and the number of pas-

sengers.   

 

Propane tanks in the gondola make the air hotter; ropes connected to the balloon’s top, or parachute valve, let hot air 

out to allow descent. Envelopes come in difference sizes, but a big one might stand 10 stories tall when inflated, with 

3,000 square yards of nylon fabric and nine miles of thread needed to stitch together the hundreds of panels. 

Beka Simila, left, a student pilot, helped to steady a balloon as it was inflated. 

          Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 

 
When he is not in the air, Eliav Cohen, the chief pilot of Seattle Ballooning — which also employs Ms. Secrist as a pilot 

— runs a tech company. He is considered one of the leaders in the country in trying to inject new blood into the 

sport. He started a program this year to enlist young people, and got the attention of Amazon Studios, which in 2019 

released “The Aeronauts,” a movie about the early days of ballooning. The company saw an opportunity for promo-

tion and gave Mr. Cohen’s group a replica of “The Mammoth,” the balloon featured in the film, for use by students. 

He’s now working with the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and King County around Seattle to recruit more students from 

diverse economic and racial backgrounds. 
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 Passengers, from left, Cata Stewart, Phil Brown and Jacob Murillo, 16, bracing for landing. 

         Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 

 

 
 

 Balloonists on a sunrise flight preparing to land. 
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There’s already a distinct feminist thread that runs through ballooning history in the Pacific Northwest. Pioneers like 

Luana Sever, a textile artist who opened one of the first balloon repair companies, and Gladys Dawson Buroker, a 

barnstorming pilot, motorcyclist, wing-walker and parachutist, inspired a generation of other female balloonists after 

them. Ginger Kelly, 88, one of the first licensed female balloon pilots in the nation, considers Ms. Buroker a mentor. 

 

“She wore this little hairnet, and she didn’t look like she could do anything,” Ms. Kelly said of her old teacher. “But she 

could do everything.” 

 
  

Kyle Cunningham, a crew member, helped to land a balloon. 

 

In the Seattle area, air currents are dictated by the horizon-dominating mass of Mount Rainier. In the evening, low-

altitude air flows toward Rainier from miles away, pulling balloons along a river that is generally dependable. In the 

morning, as the sun heats the Cascade Range, cool air flows down and away from the mountain. (The Albuquerque 

Box in New Mexico is another famous wind anomaly.) But the generalization holds true wherever you are: if you can 

master the invisible map of air currents, knowing whether to go up or down to catch a prevailing flow, you can, more 

or less, predict your course. 

 

But perhaps the greatest charm of ballooning is that you can’t always be sure. Because the air is different every day, 

you never know with certainty where you will be able to land. So, as part of his preparation for flights, Mr. Cohen 

knocks on doors all across his corner of rural Washington about an hour south of Seattle, asking whether — should 

the need arise — the property owner would mind terribly seeing a beautiful balloon land out in the field. Most people, 

he said, are happy to oblige. 
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Eliav Cohen, right, the chief pilot of Seattle Ballooning, toasting with passengers after a landing 

        Credit...Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A convoy of vehicles rolled away after the sunset flight. 
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Working as a crew member for a balloon flight — helping to launch and then following along with a truck and trailer to 

wherever touchdown happens to occur — is its own adventure. Aidan Hughes experienced it firsthand as Ms. Secrist’s 

flight was nearing its end. 

 

Calm winds called for a sooner-than-expected landing, which left Mr. Hughes sprinting down a couple of driveways to 

ask for permission to land from the people who lived there. 

 

“Your next right, right there,” Ms. Secrist directed him over the radio, her balloon drifting by overhead. “If you could 

get in and ask permission, that would be awesome,” she said. Mr. Hughes succeeded; the owner said yes; the flight 

came down. 

 

“Some people in the world are grumpy, but how can you be mad at a hot-air balloon?” Ms. Secrist said.   Ϙ 

 

 

      Ruth Fremson/The New York Times 

 

 

 

Ruth Fremson is a photographer, based in Seattle, who covers national stories. She is a Pulitzer prize winning photographer who 

previously covered international news, primarily in the Middle East and South Asia. @rfremson 

 

Kirk Johnson has covered the American West for more than a decade. Born and raised in Utah and currently based in Seattle, he 

has written extensively about public lands, rural economics and the environment. @kljohnso • Facebook 

 

A version of this article appears in print on Aug. 16, 2021, Section A, Page 11 of the New York edition with the headline: Teaching 

a New Generation to Go Up, Up and Away. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper | Subscribe 

T H E  S C O O P  

P A G E  2 0  F A L L  2 0 2 1  

https://twitter.com/rfremson
https://twitter.com/kljohnso
https://www.facebook.com/kirkjohnsonNYT
http://www.nytreprints.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/section/todayspaper
https://www.nytimes.com/subscriptions/Multiproduct/lp8HYKU.html?campaignId=48JQY
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Wind Riders tells the stories of Bill Hughes,  

Richard Abruzzo and Carol Rymer Davis.   

 

WIND RIDERS is now available on major digital  

Video on Demand and cable outlets in the  

U.S. and Canada. 

www.WindRidersFilm.com 

 

A UK TRIBUTE TO BRIAN BOLAND 

A gathering at Sackville Lodge to fly homebuilt hot air balloons  

 
The teams gathered for the morning briefing and to pay respects to legendary hot air balloon builder, con-

structor and designer Brian Boland, who sadly lost his life in a ballooning accident earlier this year.    

Link provided here:   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpsF4dPe3kE     Ϙ 

 

BALLOONING HUMOR 
from “le ancient aeronaut” Tom Smith 

 

The Aeronaut and the Pedestrian  

The BALLOONIST is flying to meet some friends near their home location. He looks down and sees a wom-

an walking below him. He calls to her and asks “Can you tell me where I am? She replies “You are 37 degrees 

latitude and 42 degrees longitude” He replies to her, “You must be a PROGRAMMER” She questions, “Why” 

His says, “You gave me a significant amount of very accurate data, but right now it’s useless”. That generates 

her retort, “You must be a MANAGER!” He then questions her, “Why a Manager?” Her rational is, “First of 

all, you are about 90’ AGL, and you got there by a significant amount of Hot Air” “Secondly, You have no 

idea where you are nor where you are going” “And finally, NOW IT’S MY FAULT!”     Ϙ 



Honoring Brian Boland;  
experimental hot air balloons fly 

again in Post Mills 

 

(sidenote.news)  

 

Honoring Brian Boland; experimental hot air balloons fly again in Post Mills  

Photo credit:: 

 

L I  S H E N  

 
Sep 12, 2021 
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This weekend hot air balloon pilots who specialize in fabricating their own balloons gathered to honor Brian Boland 

and the unique community he assembled around the hub of the Post Mills Airport. They came from many places, in-

cluding Connecticut, Maine, and states out west. Some had enjoyed decades of friendship with Brian, like Paul Stumpf 

who had been one of Brian's art students in Connecticut where the passion for hot air balloons began. Paul, too, 

caught the balloon bug. His multicolored balloon (above) evoked a gorgeous stained glass window. 

 

Accomplished pilot Kathy Delano, Brian's former wife and Connecticut business partner, and Jordan Long, who recent-

ly apprenticed with Brian, helped run the proceedings. 

 

Left to right: Robert Zirpolo, George York, Bill Mill and Bob Weddel were among those unpacking hot air balloon equipment on 

Friday  

 

As they set up, the pilots reminisced about Brian and his many inventions. He never missed an opportunity to be crea-

tive. When his barn collapsed under the weight of snow, he refused to heap it into a huge bonfire. Instead the shat-

tered wood rose again in the form of the Vermontosaurus and its progeny. 

 

 

A watchful Vermotosaurus, one of several  

F A L L  2 0 2 1  

T H E  S C O O P  

P A G E  2 3  



 

And who else would make a military vehicle out of old roofing, or a submarine from an old propane tank? 

 

Or curate a museum of “rusty, dusty things?” 

 

Brian, the artist and adventurer, crafted many experimental balloons in the loft of his museum. For piloting customers 

he used commercially made balloons, as dictated by government regulations. However, as one pilot observed, it's only 

when you make a balloon yourself that you know it intimately. The term "experimental" refers to such owner-built bal-

loons. 
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Brian's whimsical Fish, a full-size balloon 

 

 

He took one of the balloons he fabricated on an adventure in South America where delighted children decorated it 

with the outlines of their hands. 
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Boland's balloon, decorated with the outlines of hands, is caught by a gust of wind as Tina Foster looks on 
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His balloon pilot comrades paid tribute to Brian and his partner, Tina Foster, exactly as he would have wished — by 

flying their own creations.  

     
A powerful fan blows in air to open up the balloon. Once open, the burner generates hot air to keep it inflated and make it rise  
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Readying for launch  
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Away they go  
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'He Followed A Benign Beat':   Remembering Balloonist Brian Boland’ -  

 

Excerpts 

 
by Rich Barlow of Cognoscenti, WBUR Boston Public Radio 

...the sorrow and horrific circumstances of Boland’s passing shouldn’t obscure the lesson of his life, which 

matters today more than ever.  I glimpsed that lesson on July 23, 1992, when, as a young reporter, I took 

flight in Boland’s balloon with a photographer and Ashrita Furman, a New Yorker who was attempting to 

break the world’s knee-bend record, 1,000 feet up. By transporting Furman on his quirky quest when no one 

else would, Boland honored a kindred spirit’s and his own freedom of expression, before those three words 

were disfigured by our 21st century discourse.  If a phrase could sue for defamation, “freedom of expression” 

would have an ironclad case against the evolutionary throwbacks who, in 2021, invoke it as justification for 

evil. Some claim it as license for insurrectionist rioting; others, for putting minimal self-comfort above neigh-

bors’ safety in managing COVID-19; still others, for online sewers of dangerous deceits.  No one marched to 

his own drummer more fervently than Brian Boland. But he followed a benign beat, one pitched not to de-

ceive or hurt but to exhilarate, himself and others. 

 

In 1992, when Furman set his sights on doing more knee-bends in an hour than any other human, he thought 

a gravity-defying venue would make the challenge more interesting. “[I] tried practicing on an airplane but cre-

ated a stir with the stewardesses who demanded that I stop,” he recalled this week, after I reached out after 

Boland’s passing. “I made calls to several hot air balloon companies in my area, but they all thought I was crazy 

and turned me down. Then I called Brian. He was intrigued and within minutes, he was all in. ”So, on a glori-

ous morning 29 years ago, we watched Furman squat furiously — groaning, fighting nausea from the gas ex-

haust, fighting for balance as his exertions rocked the basket — until the hour ended with  his 3,038th bend, 

about 60 better than the old record.  Between the breathtaking, shamrock-green landscape below and the 

oddball circumstances, I was infected with Boland’s joie de vivre. “The world record,” I exulted as Furman fin-

ished, beginning the applause. After we landed in a field, Boland produced the champagne he’d brought to 

toast the new world squat champion — one individualist celebrating another. 

 

Brian’s death has activated a human instinct to alchemize good from grief. “I’m happy that he was able to pur-

sue his passion for hot air balloon flying right up to the very end,” Furman told me. For my part, I’m grateful 

that our flight with Boland was all pleasure, and that dumb luck has been kinder to me, so far, than it was to 

him last week. (I survived cancer and a truck accident.) 

 

Boland had an open-heart and an adventurous spirit. He spent a life time lifting people up, literally and figura-

tively – that was his self-expression. If only he could have taught it to those whose “expression” deems fellow 

beings worthy only of being misled or disregarded.   Ϙ 

 

 
 

http://www.ballooninnvermont.com/
https://www.upi.com/Archives/1989/11/04/Kneebender-sets-record/4847626158800/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/police-officers-insurrection-day-and-first-amendment
https://theconversation.com/the-constitution-doesnt-have-a-problem-with-mask-mandates-142335
https://theconversation.com/the-constitution-doesnt-have-a-problem-with-mask-mandates-142335
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/07/us/politics/trump-lawsuit-facebook-google-twitter.html
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On June 24, 2021, Lilli Galatioto dropped by the Orange Community Center's Summer Day Camp for Kids to 

watch her Grandfather demonstrate hot air balloon inflation for the excited campers. 

 

Photos of Lilli and her monkey friend by her dad, Santo Galatioto Jr 

START  ‘EM YOUNG! 
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Photos of Lilli and her monkey friend by her 

dad, Santo Galatioto Jr 

Submitted by Charmaine Rohde 
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LIFT GATES AND LIFTING 

 

The first and last three feet of every flight – vertically in and out of your pick-up, van, or RV – can be the most 

difficult of all. For those lucky enough to have a lift gate, that electric winching sound as basket or envelope dead 

weight gracefully arcs up or down is music to your back and ears. It didn’t always used to be that way, though, 

and many teams with trailers or tight budgets still load by hand. Hand loading, however, may be as easy or even 

easier with the proper technique. Both methods require their own precautions and routines, and being fluent in 

both makes quick and safe work for any crew. 

 

For all their obvious advantages, lift gates demand extra care and attention for their safe operation: 

1. Loaded gates change vehicle performance. Lever a fueled basket on a lift gate far behind your truck’s 

back wheels and steering, braking, and handling change. Slow down or shift your load if your front end wants to 

“float” on bumpy or dippy roads. 

2. Watch the power. Many gates are wired to your lights; turn 

them on and the gate’s operable. Most crew (including me) have re-

turned to a drained battery after launch or a flight. Run your engine 

when using your gate; shut the en- gine off when you’re done. 

3. If you’ve disarmed the beeper... You must now become the 

beeper and watch everyone with every use. Sure, they’re annoying in 

hotel parking lots at 5AM, but they serve a purpose: to warn those near-

by who don’t know what you know about their safety. 

4. Watch your step, slippery when wet! Dew, rain, snow, spilled 

drinks, or wet shoes turn most lift gates into skating rinks. Center your body over your feet, avoid fast move-

ments, and always keep a hand on something solid to steady yourself and grab onto in case of a slip or fall. 

5. Don’t overload your gate. Check your gate’s weight limit. Many will take a basket and one or two peo-

ple, but much more than that can cause trouble. Limit “passengers” to crew. Don’t lift any person(s) without 

equipment to steady themselves. 

6. Watch for feet! Call out “Clear!” or “Down!” before you drop the gate each time and do a quick scan for 

anyone standing too close or unaware of what’s happening. Delicate foot bones are no match for a loaded drop-

ping lift gate. 

7.   Watch pinch points. A gate can pinch fingers, toes, and other body parts when horizontal or vertical. 

Keep children – and even adults – back as the gate lifts toward your truck bed and as you latch it vertically for 

driving. 

8. Careful with your tie-off! Do NOT tie off to a lift gate or any part of it. Tie off to your vehicle frame or 

trailer hitch with the gate fully latched or on the ground to prevent your line from bending around it or  

sawing itself on any gate edges. 

9.    Protect equipment during loading. Keep envelope bags, tarps, fans, and other equipment inside the 

edges of the gate to prevent pinching them between the gate and truck bed. 

FROM  THE CREW CHIEF’S CORNER 
by Gordon Schwontkowski 

Count on non-Olympian crews, 

hot and humid days, and larger 

balloons or shapes being in 

your future when working 

smarter is your only real op-

tion. Don’t fight forces; use 

them, especially when you’re 

already exhausted after a long 

festival or string of flights.  



P A G E  3 7  F A L L  2 0 2 1  

T H E  S C O O P  

10.  Firmly secure equipment for transport. If driving with a basket or envelope on your gate, make 

sure you secure it firmly with at least two tie-downs to the gate frame or the inside of your truck. Double 

check – don’t assume and get a nasty surprise. 

11.  Drive with your gate fully raised. Driving down the road with a partially raised gate (especially a 

loaded one) puts tremendous stress on your gate and vehicle. When creeping those few feet during set-up, 

raise it at least halfway to prevent snag damage. 

12.  Latch your gate before driving. Lift gates double as tail gates, and there’s no mistaking the sound 

they make as a few hundred pounds of steel falls into the open position. The gate may also be the only thing 

holding your equipment inside your truck bed. 

13. Check your gate cables often. Resist the temptation to use your gate with only one cable intact. 

Replace any cable that’s fraying, partially cut, or showing damage of any kind. Inspect your cables each 

time you use your gate. 

 

Even without a lift gate, you can cut loading/unloading efforts and time in many ways. Count on non-

Olympian crews, hot and humid days, and larger balloons or shapes being in your future when working 

smarter is your only real option. Don’t fight forces; use them, especially when you’re already exhausted af-

ter a long festival or string of flights. Some simple tips can save an eternity of hard labor: 

 

1. Save your back – lift with your legs and only when holding 

equipment close to your body. Save your toes and checkbook – don’t 

drop equipment off a vehicle. 

2. Roll your envelope off your vehicle. Be careful not to snag or rip 

the bag on door hinges, trailer frames, or trailer hitches. 

3. “Drive” your envelope out. After connecting load cables to a hori-

zontal basket, some crew will drive forward and feed fabric onto the field with the bag still inside the vehi-

cle. Use extreme caution and a walk-along spotter here; one snag or snafu here can end your day. 

4. Minimize drag-out effort on any size envelope by unloading the bag half the balloon’s height from 

the basket. Walk the lighter lower half with load cables to your basket, then pull the now-much-lighter bag 

forward to streamer out the rest. 

5. Tilt and twist your fan in and out. Back your fan up to your trailer, tilt it toward you, rest the 

frame/wheels on the floor, and push and twist it in to avoid dead-lifting or needing extra hands. Doing this 

immediately after hot inflation cleans up your tie-off area and speeds pack-up and drive-away times. 

6.    Basket too far away from your vehicle? Drag it to a more accessible or loadable spot using a teth-

er line or other line of sufficient strength tied to your vehicle. Or remove tanks from one end of the basket, 

lift this end, and “sleigh” it forward; this is surprisingly easy even over long distances. 

7. Cut envelope pack-up time and effort in half or more. Pack the top 5’ of fabric in the bag, hold it 

tight, walk alongside the streamer to the equator, stuff what’s behind you in, carry the 50-75# bag to the 

throat, and stuff the remainder. You never carry the full bag weight, and work gets easier as you pack lower 

fabric. Can it get any better? 

8. Roll your envelope to your trailer and push it up and forward to avoid a full dead lift. Use cau-

tion when loading this way to avoid snagging the bag or its rope/webbing. 

 

The first and last three feet 

of every flight – vertically in 

and out of your pick-up, 

van, or RV – can be the 

most difficult of all.  
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9.   Tilt and roll your basket on. Tip your basket backward, back your vehicle to its floor, and lift the 

back side. Before sliding it in, place a flexi-pole-type nylon rod or wood broom handle near the front edge  

and roll the basket forward. Remove the roller before transport to prevent back-and-forth sloshing and 

secure your basket with tie-downs. 

10.  For the largest ride baskets, some ride operators mount a steel roller on the back edge of their 

trailer frame. By lifting one short end slightly and backing beneath it, a few adults can roll and load these 

baskets with surprising ease. Others use a winch to pull their basket forward. In this case, keep everyone 

clear to prevent injury should the cable or connector let go. 

 

There’s no way around it – even a sport balloon demands some degree of heavy lifting whether you have a 

lift gate or not. Savvy loading and unloading techniques are no sweat – literally and figuratively. Save yourself 

the backache, headache, sore muscles, and equipment repairs associated with not knowing. Ease and safety 

of moving heavy equipment is a weighty matter; brain storm and review ideas with your crew to make this 

part of flying as simple as possible.  Ϙ 

 

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon Crewing Essentials” available through the author  
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 A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS 

                                                     - Confucius  

 

INTRODUCING “THE ALBATROSS” 

 
Story & photo by Tom Smith 

 
Farmington, CT 

 

In 1973, Brian and Kathy Boland organized 

the first annual Farmington balloon rally.  I 

first flew there on May 27th, 1977.  It was 

exciting to have both Brian and Paul 

Stumpf in attendence because it became 

the epicenter of the universe for home-

builders.  More than half of the balloons at 

that rally, along with our Friendship. were 

the creations of their owners.  New inno-

vations were abounding.   One of the first 

surprises was when Paul showed up with 

his new basket that sported a clear Lexan 

floor. That design brought a whole new 

dimension to the sensation of acrophobia.   

 

The rumors that year were that Brian was 

designing and building a thermal airship.  

Due to the volume of material needed for 

it, he found his best deal was to purchase 

US Army surplus nylon parachute material.  Functionally it worked well but asthetically the whole aircraft 

was solid olive drab.  That Sunday morning flights were  delayed due to fog and, as usual, all the pilots just 

planned to hang around, swapping ballooning stories until the fog either burned off or blew off.  

 

That morning Brian's most awesome introduction was his initial presentation of his new thermal airship, Al-

batross.  As we were waitng, we began to hear the familiar sound of distant and periodic burner blasts along 

with a different continous drone.  They were both slowly getting louder and coming from just behind the 

tree line.  Eventually Brian's drab green airship N14BJ began to expose itself to all of us.  It became much 

noisier, bigger and more detailed.   

 

That all took place when the rest of us would not even think of flying...Now that was theatrics! 

Let me close this great memory of mine with these 5 words...BRIAN BOLAND, REST IN PEACE! 
Ϙ 
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THE RETIREES AND A RENAISSANCE MAN 
by Robert Zirpolo, CLAS Treasurer & Pilot 

 
Note:  This article was written in 2012 (possibly) but I never got around to submitting it to the Scoop for publication…

RZ  
 

THE RETIREES 

 

Phil Jackson has retired from ballooning. In and of itself, that is not a remarkable statement however by now 

I expect 90% of the people reading this are asking themselves this question, “Who is Phil Jackson?” In 1981 I 

attended one of my first balloon rally's in Shelburne,Vermont, five balloons, hosted by a local Civic organiza-

tion and a Chamber of Commerce which was doomed to not make a dime but I don't think that mattered to 

the organizers. It poured rain on Saturday morning. The afternoon cleared but was borderline windy and a 

few people launched to hit the first field over the trees about a quarter of a mile downwind. I flew with my 

former flight instructor Tom Handcock and we hit that field coming in with not so graceful tree contact 10 

feet too low followed by a fairly vertical landing followed by an immediate lay down of the basket. It wasn't 

pretty, we were new at this and it wasn't my balloon anyway. As we were packing up and getting our act to-

gether I watched a balloon come in just to our left. It was a Raven 105. (What's a Raven?) The approach over 

the trees was spot on with just a brush of the basket on the downwind side of the last tree, a textbook flare 

and touchdown followed immediately by a lay down deflation and no drag. Out of the basket crawled some 

passengers, laughing, and the pilot, early thirties (one of the older guys), standard issue big moustache and 

the proverbial shit eating grin....you guessed it, Phil Jackson. Phil's introduction to ballooning was in the early 

1970's with some friends in Dutton,MI flying a Piccard Stretch 6 (What's a Piccard?). He formed Adirondack 

Balloon Flights in the late 1970's in the Glens Falls, NY area which was the first commercial ballooning com-

pany in New York State. It was at that moment that he had the commercial ballooning market in New York 

State cornered. He was it! He flew for the “I Love New York” television commercials in the 1984 ad cam-

paign and flew the balloon that appeared in a scene in the Woody Allen movie, Stardust Memories which 

showed some great landings (see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xZEdX5HIEo ). Phil ran a full time ride 

operation when ride operations barely existed, and made a living at it. Adirondack Balloon Flights prospered 

in the 80's and early 90's but as the mid 90's and early 2000's went by we would occasionally talk about what 

the market was like....not the stock market, the balloon ride market. We were both feeling the effects of the 

economy, more people flying for hire and especially the “Adventure Marketing” company's that were selling 

flights for half what our going rate was. That was always a sore subject with both of us. He told me he's going 

to play more golf. I do not know if he's a good golfer, but he can only get better. My guess is he could have 

as many back problems as any of us have from dragging heavy baskets around for four decades. My hope is 

that he will rediscover the SPORT of ballooning and start doing some of the things full time pilots never have 

the time to do....like flying for amusement. Good Luck Phil, don't be a stranger, keep your head down and 

follow through. 

 _________________  

 

Erwin and Ellen Dressel have also retired from the business and sport of ballooning. At the young age of 75 

Erwin decided that after fifteen years all this balloon stuff was just toooooooo slow and boring so he went 

out and bought a 2012 Red Corvette, sold it and then purchased and fully restored a 1966 Morgan which 

looks better than any car that ever left a Morgan showroom. 
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Like any sport, ballooning included, the participants go through fazes of their involvement. People disappear 

from the air for any number of reasons, sometimes they are trying to eke out a living, other interests catch 

their eye, family changes take place etc. I don't travel to many balloon rally's these days however in the past 

couple of years the few that I did attend I ran into Paul Stumpf traveling in his Honda Element with his two 

place “Airchair” ; a 20 gallon horizontal tank, a 30,000 cu ft homebuilt envelope and a mini Klein fan that is all 

he needs to get in the air. At this years XLTA event he added to the accoutrements by hanging a bicycle and 

a small light weight trailer to the bottom load tapes so he can bring his retrieve vehicle with him. Of course 

the second passenger has to hoof it back to the launch site but I heard he's working on a tandem bicycle for 

next year to remedy that. He seems truly jazzed about being able to fly with such little effort and equipment. 

Welcome back to the air, Paul. Update 2021- Since mentoring dozens of homebuilders since this article was 

first written Paul has since built two magnificent envelopes that are true stunners of design and color that he 

seems to fly everywhere. He continues to operate his Repair Station in Vermont and has become (in my eyes 

anyway) the optimal homebuilder in the country. Now if he can just get over to Ireland and show them 

off……..Atta Boy Paul!     Ϙ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilot & builder Paul Stumpf flies his cloud hopper “Grab Bag 2” at the Adirondack Balloon Festi-

val in Glens Falls, NY  September 2019 



 

CLAS MEMBERSHIP FORM  
 
CLAS DUES $20 includes membership privileges and newsletter.  
Extra voting family member add $5  
 
NAME___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ 
  
CITY_________________________________STATE______________ZIP_____________ 
 
TELEPHONE 
 
 (Home) ________________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  
 
E-Mail____________________________________________________________________  
 

CLAS Membership Info:  
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5)  
 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
  
New _____ Renewing _____  
 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____  
 
N#_______ 
  
BFA #______________ BFA CAAP Level ___________ BFA PAAP Level_________ 
  
FAA Wings Level Completed_____________________ 
 
Pilot Certificate # _____________________________________________ 
  
Type(s) of Certificate(s)________________________________________________  
 
Make checks payable to CLAS and mail to: 
CLAS PO Box 633, Plainville, CT  06062  
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CLAS Lighter Than Air Society 

PO Box 633 

Plainville, CT  06062 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a 

club founded in 1988 for anyone interested in 

learning about, participating in, and improving the 

sport of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts 

alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the 

safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 

Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd 

Thursday of even numbered months at 7:30 pm 

by ZOOM until further notice. The ZOOM link 

will be emailed to the membership prior to each 

meeting.  For more information, contact any of 

the officers listed in this newsletter. 

Publishing Information 

The Scoop is published electronically by the second 

Thursday of every third month. Submissions for The 

Scoop are preferred by email to Editor Jamie Whit-

man at jamiewhitman3@gmail.com. Photos, articles, 

and ideas are always welcome. Information may be 

mailed to: 142 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT 

06355 or can be brought to any CLAS meeting and 

given to the President, Mark Sand. All materials 

should be received by the Editor at least two weeks 

prior to the first Thursday of every third month for 

inclusion. 

 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes 

this newsletter for its members and interested par-

ties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if 

credit is given to the writer and/or photographer, 

and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not nec-

essarily those of the organization or members of 

this organization. For more information contact: 

Editor, Jamie Whitman, 142 Greenmanville Avenue, 

Mystic, CT 06355 Email jamiewhitman3@gmail.com; 

Phone: 860-917-7634 

CLAS 

We’re on the Web & 

Facebook! 

www.lighterthanair.org 
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