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THE SCOOP

NEW ENGLAND WOMEN in AVIATION EXHIBIT
at the
NEW ENGLAND AIR MUSEUM

by Kathy Wadsworth Delano, CLAS member & Master Pilot

photos by Gary Gudinkas

We had a terrific event at the New England Air Museum (NEAM) on Saturday October 5u2a&®
the wing of the Sikorsky Flying Boat to introduce the project and plans to ingtelimanent ex-
hibit to showcase the contributions and achievements of the women of the New England regio
aspects of aviation and aerospace, from the science and engineering, to pilots and astronauts.
were over 130 enthusiastic friends and colleagues eager to know about the details and timelin
eral of the women to be highlighted for their aviation achievements, who have been living and
ing at it over the recent decades, were present to share in the excitement of theoopng exhibit;
Bonnie Caputo, first woman hired as a Pilot for a major Airline in 1973, Terry Vanden Dolder,
Young & Kristen Snow all were military pilots who then transitioned to the Airlines, and Pat Ha
is a Pratt & Whitney engineer, one of the first 3 women in such a position. Tkgoorg research o
over 40 women, thus far found, will be included in an engaging, interactive presentation by wa
stories, photos, film and artifacts. An archive, which will be ever evolving as new information is|
covered and added, began over 7 years ago with a Grant received by Peggy Loeffler from the
Nines, Organization of Women Pilots. The seed funds that allowed the New England Air Muse
be able to seriously consider the project also came from an Award that Peggy received from t
National Aviation Hall of Fame in October of 2018. At this point nearly half the $180,000 has b
raised and the Museum has begun the preliminary work around and in the space allotted for t
hibit. We are most certainly grateful for the generosity of all those individuals, clubs and founda
that have contributed thus far, including the Connecticut LigithanAir Society. We look forward
to being able to unveil the finished product before the end of 2020, the Year of the Woman. Cd
butions are still needed and would be most welcome. To donate please visit the New England
Museum websitewww.neam.org click on news and scroll down to the article about the wome
in aviation exhibit for information, or you can contact me, Kathy WadsworktATdelano@aol.com
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