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2019 CALENDAR  
of  

EVENTS  
 

2019 CLAS  BI-MONTHLY      
MEETINGS:  

(held on even numbered months 
on the 3rd Thursday)  

June 20 
August 15 
October 17 

December 19 
 

2019 ANNUAL  
CHARLIE PERREAULT  
MEMORIAL FLY OUT 

Saturday, April  27, 2019 
(rain dates Sunday, April 28, 2019 or 

once weather permits) 
Aqua Turf Club 
Southington, CT 

 
WIND RIDERS 
A Documentary 

Friday, May 3, 2019 
NY, NY 

(see details in this issue) 
 

 
 
 

NEXT CLAS BI-MONTHLY MEETING 
Thursday, JUNE 20, 2019 at 7:30 pm 

19 Neal Court, Plainville Police Department 
Plainville, CT 
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COMMITTEES 

  

“THE SCOOP” EDITOR:  

 Jamie Whitman  

 

WEBMASTER:  

 Judith Russell 
 

AUDIT:  

  Mark Sand  

 Rick Silva  

 

COMPETITION:  

 Mark Sand  

 Irwin Dressel  
 

EDUCATION:  

 Garry Guertin  

 Penny Christy  

 

FAA:  

 Santo Galatioto  

 

SAFETY SEMINAR:  

 Penny Christy  

 Mark Sand  

 Rob Macfarlane  

 Pam Bogart-Macfarlane  

 

SUNSHINE:  

 Tony Roswell  

 

WINTER DINNER:  

  Ellen Dressel  

 Rob Macfarlane  

 Pam Bogart-Macfarlane  

 

MEMBERSHIP:  

 Ellen Dressel  

 

T H E  S C O O P  

2019 SCHEDULE of HOT AIR BALLOON FESTIVALS  

Hot Air Affair “Rising Above Cancer” 

Anderson, S.C. 

May 3-5, 2019 

 

Letchworth Red, White & Blue Balloon Rally 

Castile, NY 

May 24-27, 2019  

 

Quechee Hot Air Balloon, Craft & Music Festival 

Quechee, VT 

June 14-16, 2019 

 

Saratoga Balloon & BBQ 

Ballston Spa, NY 

June 21-23, 2019 

 

Stoweflake Annual Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Stowe, VT 

July 5-7, 2019 

 

Hudson Valley Hot-Air Balloon Festival 

Dutchess County Fairgrounds 

July 12-14, 2019 

 

QuickChek New Jersey Festival of Ballooning 

Solberg Airport, Readington, NJ 

July 26-28, 2019 

 

Plainville Hot Air Balloon Festival 

Norton Park, Plainville, CT 

August 24-26, 2019 

 

Adirondack Balloon Festival 

Queensbury, NY 

September 19-22, 2019 

 

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta ‘19 

Albuquerque, NM 

October 5-13, 2019 

 

Greenville’s Hot Air Balloon Festival & Victory Cup Polo Match 

Simpsonville, S.C. 

November 2, 2019  

 

CT LIGHTER THAN AIR  

SOCIETY 
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“Seagull” 

Pilot Bill Hughes 

Hudson Valley      

Balloon Festival  

Poughkeepsie, NY 

2013 
“WIND RIDERS” 

A touching and inspirational documentary 

by Mark Sand 

T H E  S C O O P  

WELCOME TO OUR NEW WEBMASTER  - 

JUDE RUSSELL!! 

by Jamie Whitman 

CLAS is pleased to announce we have a new webmaster!  A big welcome and thanks to Jude     

Russell.  Jude is a crew member for Pilot Robert Zirpolo’s Berkshire Balloons.  She is an independ-

ent Power Quality Engineer and owner of PowerLines, a consulting business for all things electrical.  

She is also a yoga instructor in the central Connecticut area.  Jude has been on the job as webmas-

ter for a number of months now and doing a really great job!  She has been busy updating our web-

site, Facebook page and various other items  Pilots, don’t forget to send Jude an updated photo of 

your balloon so she can include it, along with the name of your balloon and/or name of your compa-

ny, in the  CLAS Gallery.  Check out Jude’s new look for our website at:  lighterthanair.org and our 

Facebook page.    Ϙ 

On Friday, May 3, 2019, the 

documentary film WIND  

RIDERS will be shown as part 

of the 2019 Manhattan Film 

Festival.  The film will be 

screened at the Village Cine-

ma, 22 E12th St in New York 

City.  The activities will last 

from 5 to 7 PM, and will in-

clude the screening of the 55-

minute film and live commen-

taries from the cast, director 

and a Q&A session. 

  

“A feature documentary, 

WIND RIDERS tells the un-

told stories of three Ameri-

can balloonists, Richard 

Abruzzo, Carol Rymer Davis, 

and our fellow CLAS member 
and friend, Bill Hughes.  A 

breathtakingly beautiful, 

poignant, and rare story, 

WIND RIDERS explores the 

artful sport of hot-air balloon-

ing and thrilling sport of gas 

balloon racing in the annual 

Gordon Bennett Cup. Bill, a 

masterful solo balloon pilot 

whose passion transcends for 

generations, and a team of two 

famed avid competitors, Rich-

ard and Carol in a high-risk gas-

balloon racing to defend their 

world championship title. This 

story crosses genres of the 

sport and drama by unflinching-

ly depicting personal stories 

that are touching and inspira-

tional.” 

 

 If any of you have an interest 

in seeing the film in New York, 

we could possibly go down as a 

group.  We could catch the 

train to Grand Central from 

New Haven, have lunch in the 

Times Square Area, then hop 

on the subway to Greenwich 
Village.  It’s only a 5-minute 

walk from the nearest subway 

station to the Village Cine-

ma.  Trains run very frequently 

to and from New Haven.  If we 

got to NYC at around noon we 

would have plenty of time to 

eat lunch, wander around and 

get to the theater for the  

festivities.  Costs   would 

be:  train, New Haven to Grand 

Central, $35.50 round trip, 

Seniors (65+) $23.50 round 

trip.  Subway, approx. $8.25 (3 

single trips required), film, $14, 

lunch, up to you.  We would 

probably arrive back in New 

Haven at around 11:15 PM. 

 

 You can visit the website 

at:  www.WindRidersFilm.com 

and the Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/

windridersfilm/  for more infor-

mation.  The theater only has 

about 100 seats available, so we 

would have to act pretty 

fast.  You can purchase tickets 

to the film on line and also get 
you train tickets on line.  You 

can also get train tickets at the 

station or on-board the train 

(at a slightly higher fare).  Met-

ro Cards for the subway are 

easily purchased from machines 

or at a manned booth at Grand 

Central.   Ϙ 

“Seagull” 

Pilot Bill Hughes 

Hudson Valley     

Balloon Festival  

Poughkeepsie, NY 

2013 

http://www.windridersfilm.com/
https://www.facebook.com/windridersfilm/
https://www.facebook.com/windridersfilm/
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by Garry Guertin 
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    The CLAS Annual Calendar Photo 

Contest for 2019 was held in October 

during the CLAS monthly meeting.  

Numerous members submitted great 

photos making the decision of narrow-

ing down to just 12 photos a tough 

one.  Winners are as follows: 

1st place-Garry Guertin 

2nd place-Ray Terlaga 

3rd place-Beverly Theodore 

4th-Mark Sand 

5th-Ray Terlaga 

6th-Garry Guertin 

7th– Tom Smith 

8th-Jamie Whitman     

9th– Ray Terlaga 

10th-Garry Guertin 

11th-Rob Macfarlane 

12th-Jamie Whitman 

    The first place winner receives one 

CLAS membership and their photo 

on the cover of the 2018 CLAS calen-

dar.  The second place winner re-

ceives two 2019 CLAS calendars and 

the third place winner receives one 

2019 CLAS calendar. 

    If you are interested in getting a 

2019 calendar, please contact Vice-

President Garry Guertin.  You can 

also check out the 2019 calendar at 

the CLAS website:    

www.lighterthanair.org 

 

Editor’s Comment: 

    Many thanks to Garry Guertin for 

his yearly efforts in organizing the 

contest, tallying results, and taking 

care of the printing of the calendars.   

Many thanks for a job well done!      
Ϙ 

AND THE 

WINNER 

IS… 

 

 

 

WILL BE POSTPONED UNTIL WEATHER PERMITS, MOST LIKELY IN 

JUNE.  DUE TO ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, THERE WILL NOT BE A 

MASS RELEASE OF PI BALLS.  WE WILL BLOW BUBBLES INSTEAD...BUT 

NOT JUST ANY BUBBLES.  PLEASE JOIN US AND STAY TUNED... 

Pilot Charlie Perreault and friends         Poughkeepsie, NY    2017 



2019 CLAS ANNUAL WINTER DINNER 
by Mark Sand        

photos by Jamie Whitman 

     Approximately 45 members and their guests enjoyed the evening at the annual CLAS Winter Dinner on Saturday, February 2, 2019 held at 

the Baci Grill in Cromwell, CT.  CLAS did not hold a Winter Dinner last year since our 30th Anniversary/FAVIA celebration at the New England 

Air Museum took its place.  The Baci Grill put on a buffet with a fine selection of entrees and side dishes.  Two CLAS awards were presented.  

The first, the S%*t Happens Award, went to Mark Sand for his tale of woe due to the “$1000 spider”.  The Mike Bollea Spirit Award was pre-

sented to a very deserving Garry Guertin in recognition of his dedication to the sport of ballooning and to CLAS in particular.     Ϙ 

Honorary Life Time 

Member & former 

Crew Chief Ellen 

Dressel share a laugh 

with Pilot & CLAS 

Secretary  

Penny Christy 

Pilot Bill Costen shares 

photos with crew mem-

bers Beverly & Al        

Theodore 



Top L-R:  “High at Last” Crew:  Crew Chief Carol Silva, Crew Members Bobbi Barber & Tim Brit, Pilot Rick Silva  

 

Below L-R:  Pilots Thad Burr and Kevin Brielmann  



Top L-R:  Pilots Steve Uschack, Bruce Byburg, & Erwin Dressel, Crew Chief Ellen Dressel 

 

Below L-R:  Crew Member Rob Macfarlane with Pilot Chris Mooney 



Top L-R:  Recipient of the “Mike Bollea Spirit Award”, Vice-President Garry Guertin with Presenters Presi-

dent Mark Sand & Ellen Dressel 

Below L-R:  President Mark Sand receives the “S**t Happens” Award from Ellen Dressel 



Top L-R:  “Big Green‘s” Crew Chief Carol Steiner & Pilot Jim O’Brien,  Pilot Lisa 

Top L-R:  Pilot Carlos Kebe and Crew Member Carol Conroy 



Top L-R:  Pilot Daryl Smith, Crew Chief Pat Anderson, and Pilot Bill Colyer 

THE NEXT CLAS MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY, 

JUNE 20, 2019 AT THE PLAINVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT.  

PLEASE JOIN US! 

DO YOU HAVE IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS, PHOTOS, OR STORIES YOU’D BE WILLING TO 

SHARE WITH “THE SCOOP”?  PLEASE FORWARD THEM TO  jamiewhitman3@gmail.com 

AND I’LL BE SURE TO ADD YOUR ITEM IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF “THE SCOOP”. 



Top L-R:  CT Lighter Than Air Society Board members:  President Mark Sand, Secretary Penny Christy, Vice-President 

Garry Guertin 

Below L-R:  A thank-you to those who helped coordinate the CLAS 30th Celebration held January 2019 at the Air Muse-

um in Windsor Locks, CT.  Garry Guertin, Vice-President; Mark Sand, President; Ellen Dressel; Bill Costen; Chris 

Mooney; Pam Bogart-Macfarlane and Rob Macfarlane    



Top L-R:  Pilot Lisa Huck with Pilot & Designated Pilot Examiner Santo Galatioto  

A big round of applause & thanks to those who gave their time and  

energy to make the 2019 Winter Dinner such a success. 

 

Pam Bogart-Macfarlane—Venue coordination & logistics 

Rob Macfarlane—Venue coordination & logistics 

Ellen Dressel—Registration & Awards 

Robert Zirpolo—Accounting 



Master of Ceremonies & Pilot Chris Mooney 

P A G E  1 4  S P R I N G  2 0 1 9  

Our 15th Ruth F. Salzberg Memorial Safety Seminar was 

held at the Yale University Divinity School on March 

30, 2019.  The seminar was on hiatus last year in favor 

of the seminar presented in conjunction with the BFA 

Convention and FAVIA celebration in Philadelphia, Pa. 

 

Seminar presentations and speakers were as follows: 

Warren Rogers presented on powerline safety.  War-

ren gave a timely, interesting and pertinent presenta-

tion as only Warren can.  Dan Carter, FAA, spoke on 

FAA matters, the FAAST Wings program, and safety.  

Dan has taken over from recent retiree Jim     Adams.   

Welcome to our community, Dan.  Dr. Robert Do-

denhoff, MD, an FAA-certified medical examiner, out-

lined the differences between the various classes of 

flight medical certifications and what procedures must 

be carried out in the event of initially disqualifying med-

ical conditions.  This was our first presentation on 

medical issues and it was a welcome addition to our 

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL RUTH F. SALZBERG 

MEMORIAL SAFETY SEMINAR  

by Mark Sand 

“Dr. Robert 

Dodenhoff, MD, 

an FAA-certified 

medical examiner, 

outlined the 

differences 

between the 

various classes of 

flight medical 

certifications and 

what procedures 

must be carried 

out in the event of 

initially 

disqualifying 

medical 

conditions.” 

knowledge base.  Daryl Smith, our perpetual student 

pilot, gave his usual excellent presentation on plot 

decision making.  Gordon Schwontkowski, in a rec-

orded presentation, talked about balloon accidents, 

highlighting the Lockhart, TX tragedy, and prevention.  

Gordon’s bullet points on pilot and crew safety and 

communication were expanded by Penny Christy.  

Garry Guertin, Daryl Smith and Paul Sena headed a 

panel discussion on weather resources.  Chris 

Mooney finished up by sharing his vast knowledge of 

tethering with the group. 

Thanks to the following seminar committee members 

for their help in putting on this year’s seminar:  Penny 

Christy, Rob Macfarlane, Chris Mooney, Ed Gutowski, 

Thad Burr, and Lisa Huck.  Thanks also to Rob 

Macfarlane and Pam Bogart-Macfarlane for photo-

graphic and video production.   Ϙ 



Power line safety expert Warren Rogers presented Electrical System Awareness 

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL RUTH F. SALZBERG MEMORIAL 

SAFETY SEMINAR  

photos by Rob Macfarlane 

CLAS President & Pilot 

Mark Sand presents a 

plague to and shakes 

hands with Pilot Jim 

O’Brien to say “thank 

you” as he steps down 

after 18+ years of service 

as CLAS Web Master 



FAAST Team Representative Dan Carter presented Flight Safety 

Power line safety expert Warren Rogers, Safety Seminar Chairperson & 

Pilot Penny Christy & Master of Ceremonies & Pilot Chris Mooney  



FAAST Team Representative Dan Carter with Safety Seminar Chairperson 

& Pilot Penny Christy & Master of Ceremonies & Pilot Chris Mooney 

FAA-Certified Medical Examiner Dr. Robert Dodenhoff with Safety Seminar Chair-

person & Pilot Penny Christy & Master of Ceremonies & Pilot Chris Mooney 



Words of wisdom from Pilot & Aviation Safety Counselor  Daryl Smith 

Pilot & Aviation Safety Counselor Daryl Smith, Safety Seminar Chairperson 

& Pilot Penny Christy & Master of Ceremonies & Pilot Chris Mooney 



     Many thanks to those who gave their time and energy to make The         

Fifteenth Annual Ruth Salzberg Safety Seminar possible.  It would not have 

happened without your help. 

 

Mark Sand — Organization, Coordination, Name tags, Certificates, Food        

logistics, Set-up, Break-down, Slide show 

Chris Mooney—Master of Ceremonies, Organization, Concept 

Penny Christy — Safety Seminar Chairperson, BFA Liaison, Program content 

Lisa Huck — Venue coordination 

Ellen Dressel — Plagues 

Rob Macfarlane — Organization, Concept, Photography 

Pam Bogart-Macfarlane — Videography 

Thad Burr — Registration, Check in 

Ed Gutowski—Food logistics, Set up, Break down 

Robert Zirpolo—Accounting 

NOTE: 

THE  TWENTIETH  ANNUAL  RUTH  SALZBERG  

SAFETY  SEMINAR  WILL  BE  HELD  ON  

SATURDAY,  MARCH  28,  2020 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars now! 



NEW SECTIONAL CHART   

 

The 99th Edition of the New York Sectional Chart was 

effective on April 25, 2019 and will be applicable until 

November 7, 2019.  Make sure you have the latest  

edition of the Sectional!  

SOUTH COUNTY BALLOON FESTIVAL ENDS 

by Jamie Whitman 

After 40 years of flying high, the South County Balloon Festival has come to end.  Last years 2018 festival was it’s last 

year.  A variety of issues developed over time leading the Wakefield Rotary Club to announce the festival could no 

longer continue.  The festival had long been held at the University of RI Kingston campus athletic fields.  The  King-

ston campus informed the Rotary Club in November of 2018 it would no longer be able to offer the athletic fields as 

a launch site.  Attempts to find other launch site options were not successful.  Cost of insurance and security were 

also contributing factors.    Ϙ 

Sometimes ballooning over different properties is kinda like riding a train...you get to see everyone’s back yard... 
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An upcoming documentary, A 

Lighter Than Air Pioneer - The 

Tracy Barnes Documentary, 

produced by Sand Dollar Pro-

ductions, will be released in the 

near future. It is the magical 

story of Tracy’s life and accom-

plishments. 

T H E  S C O O P  

PIONEERING AERONAUT,   

TRACY BARNES, DIES 

     Tracy Lay Barnes, 79, of 

Statesville, NC., flew his final 

lighter-than-air flight 

on January 20, 2019. His family 

and his beloved dog, Maggie 

Mae, saw him peacefully slip 

away into the evening winds. 

Tracy’s legacy as a creative 

genius and aviation pioneer 

will remain in the hearts of so 

many people—those 

he inspired to fly and those he 

taught to dream. 

     Tracy was born in St. Lou-

is, MO on February 21, 1939. 

He moved with his family to 

Wayzata, MN in 1953. He is 

predeceased by his mother, 

Elizabeth McIntyre Barnes and 

father, Tracy Weed Barnes. 

He is survived by his sisters 

Lynn Barnes Nelson 

(Statesville, NC) and Sarah 

Anne Barnes (St. Ignatius, MT) 

and his brother, Douglas 

McIntyre Barnes, (Des Plaines, 

IL) and numerous nieces and 

nephews. 

     Tracy developed his pas-

sion for lighter-than-air flight 

during his military service. His 

first balloon was named Old 

Lumpy. It was constructed 

from surplus parachutes and 

ascended to an altitude of 

8,000 feet during Tracy’s first 

solo flight on October 13, 

1961. Founding the Tracy 

Barnes Corporation in 1962, 

he constructed and flew nu-

merous promotional hot air 

balloons, flying across America 

seeking capital to launch his 

life’s passion: to create and sell 

balloons of his own design. In 

1973, he co-founded The Bal-

loon Works, Inc. with two 

partners at Rhyne Aerodrome 

in Statesville, NC.  

It was here that he designed 

and built his famous sport bal-

loons, most commonly called 

Barnes Balloons by his grow-

ing customer base of hot air 

balloon pilots. In the early 

1980s, The Balloon Works 

was the largest manufacturer of 

FAA-certified hot air balloons 

in the U.S. He sold The Balloon 

Works in 1982, took a sabbati-

cal, and returned to Statesville 

in 1984 to found The Blimp 

Works, manufacturer of adver-

tising blimps and inflatables, 

and most recently, patented-

design tethered blimps for the 

British military. Tracy operated 

The Blimps Works until his 

passing. 

     Proudest accomplishments: 

101st Airborne Paratrooper, 

honorably discharged in 1960; 

designed and flew the first non-

military, traditionally shaped 

AX7 hot-air balloon of the 

modern era in 1962; estab-

lished 11 world altitude lighter-

than-air balloon records in 

1964, still standing; received 

the first Wirth Medal from 

Queen Elizabeth for his contri-

butions to ballooning safety, his 

parachute value design now 

used in virtually all modern hot 

air balloons. He made the first 

pure solar balloon flight on May 

1, 1973. Tracy was inducted 

into the U.S. Ballooning Hall 

of Fame in 2008 and into the 
Fédération Aéronautique Inter-

nationale Balloon-

ing Commission International 

Hall of Fame in 2017. Least 

recognized creations 

were Tracy’s Skywalker and 

Whispership one-man airships 

that were a tribute to his hero, 

Alberto Santos-Dumont. 

     Tracy’s place in the history  

 of modern hot air ballooning is 

atop the pedestal of 

its Founding Fathers. His crea-

tive mind demanded perfection 

and excellence, traits he at-

tributed to his father’s example. 

His pioneering innovations 

were simple and elegant. His 

functionally safe designs are 

timeless hallmarks of his ingenu-

ity and genius and are gold 

standards still incorporated in 

the balloons that are-

flown around the world today. 

     An upcoming documentary, 

A Lighter Than Air Pioneer - 

The Tracy 

Barnes Documentary, produced 

by Sand Dollar Productions, will 

be released in the near future. 

It is the magical story of Tracy’s 

life and accomplishments. 

          In lieu of flowers, dona-

tions can be made in memory 

of Tracy Barnes to: 

The Gordon Hospice House in 

Statesville or The Balloon Mu-

seum, 195 Wilson Park Drive, 

Statesville, NC 28625; 

www.theballoonmuseum.org. 

     This obituary was taken 

from the Reavis Funeral Home 

website at:  https://

www.reavisfhstatesville.com
/notices/Tracy-Barnes  
 

     You can read more about 

Tracy’s life in the March/April 

2019 issue of Ballooning maga-

zine.    

 

From the Balloonist’s after-the-

flight prayer:   

     Tracy,  

     “...You have flown so high 

and so well that God has joined 

you in your laughter…”  Ϙ 

     “...You have flown so high 

and so well that God has joined 

you in your laughter…”   

https://www.reavisfhstatesville.com/notices/Tracy-Barnes
https://www.reavisfhstatesville.com/notices/Tracy-Barnes
https://www.reavisfhstatesville.com/notices/Tracy-Barnes
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Paul A. Stumpf 

 

February 13, 1932 - March 18, 2019  

Born in Hartford, CT  

Resided in Farmington, Connecticut  
 

Our sincere condolences to CLAS member, Paul Stumpf, pilot, owner & co-founder of Stumpf Balloons, in the loss of his 

Dad, Paul A. Stumpf.  Mark and I were fortunate enough to meet Paul’s Dad during one of our annual “Mystical Flyer” 

inspections when we all went to lunch together.  Homemade apple pie being a serious weakness of mine, listening to Mr. 

Stumpf talk about his apple pies was enough to make me pine away for a tasty slice.  Not to mention, I was thoroughly 

impressed by a man willing to tackle a homemade apple pie.  Rest well Mr. Stumpf. 

 

The following is the obituary provided by Carmon Community Funeral Homes: 

Paul A. Stumpf, 87, of Farmington, beloved husband of Ellen (Smith) Stumpf passed away peacefully on Monday, 

March 18, 2019, at home. Paul was born on February 13, 1932, in Hartford, the son of the late William A. and 

Louise (Angell) Stumpf. He spent two years at Simsbury High School before graduating from Northfield Mount 

Hermon. He received his bachelor’s degree in Economics from Dartmouth College, after which he enlisted in the 

U.S. Air Force and proudly served his country. Paul spent his career in manufacturing sales and service, specializ-

ing in Quality Control equipment. 

 

Paul is survived by his wife of sixty-three years, Ellen, of Farmington, to whom he was married on March 18, 1956, 

in Coral Gables, Florida. He is also survived by his three sons; Paul S. Stumpf and his wife Suzanne (Lawler) of 

Andover, VT, and their children Nicholas and Zia; William R. Stumpf of Farmington and his daughter Kaitlyn; and 

Peter D. Stumpf and his wife Dawn (Beckley) of Southington and their daughters Rachel and Marissa. 

 

Paul's life was defined by his love and devotion for his family. A multi-faceted, dedicated, conscientious worker, he 

was respected by his business associates and the numerous clients he served throughout the manufacturing indus-

try. His passion for the outdoors was shared generously. From peaceful woodland and coastal walks, to sharing a 

thrilling outing in the wooden sailboat he built by hand, his joy and enthusiasm was felt by all involved. A lover of 

all things New England, he exposed his boys to everything from seafood and summer beach vacations on Cape 

Cod to Red Sox road trips and the best of roadside cuisine. His passion for food was contagious, and few could 

resist the allure of his fragrant apple pie or his mouth-watering grinders on Super Bowl Sunday. He was a garden-

er, woodworker, tinkerer and builder, and he somehow managed to be simultaneously fascinated and confounded 

by the latest technological advancements. He was a classic man of his era with only two speeds, full steam ahead 

or time for a nap.  

 

At the family’s request, burial will be private and at the convenience of the family. In lieu of flowers, memorial 

donations in Paul’s memory may be made to the Salvation Army, PO Box 628, Hartford CT, 06103 or Connecti-

cut Children’s Medical Center Foundation, Inc., 282 Washington St., Hartford, CT 06106.  
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“Whether your crew is 

open source (new 

faces every time) or 

task force (familiar 

faces) matters less 

than the culture your 

crew chief creates. 

Both peak 

performances and civil 

wars are created and 

nurtured from within.” 

Hudson Valley  

Balloon Festival 2013 

“FROM THE CREW CHIEF’S CORNER” 

HEALTHY CREW DYNAMICS 
by Gordon Schwontski  Part 6 of 32 in series 

Chemistry, teamwork, 
small group dynamics – 
whatever you call it, how 
your crew interacts, co-
operates, and achieves 
can trump a world cham-
pionship, the latest equip-
ment, and decades of ex-
perience when it comes 
to flight safety and bal-
looning enjoyment. 
Whether your crew is 
open source (new faces 
every time) or task force 
(familiar faces) matters 
less than the culture your 
crew chief creates. Both 
peak performances and 
civil wars are created and 
nurtured from within. 
This isn’t feel-good pop 
psychology; it’s essential 
every pilot and crew 
chief understands how 
this works and how to 
troubleshoot glitches that 
come up during  a flight 
or season. 
We’ve all seen it and 
been there. The Peak Per-
formance Crew is short 
on hands, faces high 
winds, smiles and laughs, 
acts decisively with mini-
mal direction, and some-
how launches their bal-
loon perfectly as if 
there’s no wind at all. 
The Civil War Crew is 
15 eager faces out of 
sync, yelling at and over 
each other, in conflict 
(pouting and meltdowns), 
and struggles to hot in-
flate safely in dead calm 
conditions. The former 
bonds and achieves with 
no apparent effort, the 
latter implodes after su-

per-human efforts. We’d 
all like our crews to hum 
like a Swiss watch, but is 
this really necessary? 
And what can you really 
do when your crew lurch-
es erratically like a cold 
diesel? 
Yes, healthy crew dy-
namics are absolutely 
essential to safety for 
every crew. The smallest 
trigger can begin a spiral-

ing cycle of more stress 
and less safety and fun. A 
single bored, frustrated, 
angry, or disenfranchised 
crew member can distract 
or derail an entire crew. 
Distrust, dislike, misun-
derstanding, and confu-
sion compromise safety 
via poor communication, 
judgment, and decision-
making. Discord among 
spouses, family mem-
bers, friends, and col-
leagues who crew togeth-
er can continue long after 
a flight and may ruin an 
entire event, season, or 
even relationship. Good 

luck putting a replace-
ment cost on that! 
There’s no magic bullet 
or formula to turn a Civil 
War Crew into a Peak 
Performance Crew, and 
sometimes the dynamics 
just don’t work. In many 
ways, the crew chief has 
an impossible task: lead-
ing a team (whose cast, 
number, skill level, mo-
tive, and commitment 
change throughout the 
flight) to precisely per-
form complex tasks in a 
highly dynamic yet un-
structured environment 
quickly and safely, often 
with little or no planning. 
When clearly visualizing 
results is difficult, the 
quality of the experience 
more largely determines 
the nature of your results. 
Thus, your crew’s soft-
ware becomes as or even 
more important than its 
hardware.  
Not every Civil War 
Crew can fully evolve 
into a Peak Performance 
Crew, but there are steps 
which clearly improve 
your crew’s dynamics. 
You’ll recognize many of 
these from your own ex-
perience; others will only 
ring true with time. Some 
seem trivial, others not 
even worth mentioning. 
All, however, can make a 
drastic impact on the 
quality of your flight 
safety and crewing expe     
rience. Among the most 
notable in several catego-
ries are: 

 

T H E  S C O O P  

Hudson Valley Balloon 

Festival 2013 
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EQUIPMENT 
Simplify: streamline every-

thing you do and carry, keep 
nonessential gear to a mini-
mum, make checklists so 
nothing’s left behind 

Keep it clean: pick up after  
yourself (maintain order, 
value, and pride)  

Assign everything a place: 
make sure everyone knows 
where things go, then put 
them there  

Fix it: r eplace what doesn’t 
work NOW whether it’s an 
inflation technique, fan cage 
clip, or shoelace - failure can 
cost many times more than 
replacement parts 

Put it back in its place: the 
next time you need it, you’ll 
need it NOW with no time to 
search 

Ready it for next time: fill it 
with gas/helium, coil/bag it 
correctly, strap it down, etc.  

CREW 
Clarify expectations: both 

what to expect and what is 
expected 

Consider motives: volunteer  
crew show up for very dif-
ferent reasons than paid crew 

Assign clear roles early: who’s 
the crew chief, who drives, 
who fills the cooler, who 
charges and works the radio, 
who navigates, etc. 

Delegate: ballooning is a team 
sport, not an individual event 

Trust: give every crew member  
a job and let them do it. How 
well they perform reflects on 
you and your training 

Keep your crew fed and wa-
tered: they’ll be more pro-
ductive, loyal, and agreeable 

COMMUNICATION 
Relax: deep breaths and clear  

thinking can get you through 
any situation 

Stay close or in touch: stay 
together, near your vehicle, 
or within reach at all times 

Let it go: focus on the present 
and not events at home, 
office, elsewhere 

Praise and reward achieve-
ment publicly: handle all 
other matters privately, es-
pecially if you must offer 
criticism 

Share credit with your entire 
crew: pilot and crew chief 
accept responsibility when 
results fall short 

Ask questions: admitting you 
don’t know can make you 
feel silly while not knowing 
can prove deadly 

Listen: even if you are the 
most experienced, hear eve-
ryone out 

Focus on what goes right: 
more will go right, and 
there’s more of it anyway 

Manage issues and behavior, 
not personalities: “Let’s 
try this” gets you further 
than “Man, was THAT stu-
pid or what…” 

Watch more, talk less: signals, 
cues, and events often send 
messages more quickly and 
accurately – tune in and 
create your own codes 

Stop, think, then talk: there’s 
always time to take a mo-
ment for reflection – don’t 
make matters worse with 
knee-jerk charging in 

Nip it in the bud: clear  up 
misunderstandings as they 
occur and before they esca-
late 

Deal with it: r esolve conflicts 
before the flight’s over or 
live with differences 

STRATEGIES 
Leave it behind/for later: pets, 

babies, smoking, and alco-

hol distract you and 
expose you to risk 

Plan ahead: one minute 
of planning saves 15 
minutes of doing, un-
doing, or redoing – act 
promptly but refuse to 
be rushed 

Mind details: that dime 
of gas, last helium bal-
loon, or dead battery 
can cancel a flight and 
cost lots of time, mon-
ey, and headache 

Set meetings times and 
places: be crystal 
clear on when and 
where 

Write it down: don’t rely 
only on memory or 
electronics. Keep pa-
per and pen nearby for 
weather conditions, 
phone numbers, direc-
tions, etc. 

Arrive early or start ear-
lier: lateness forces 
rushing and mistakes – 
allow enough time 

Follow directions and the 
rules: they’re usually 
there for good reason 

Replace chaos with or-
der: develop habits, 
systems, routines, and 
checklists for con-
sistency. Adventure 
and surprise are excit-
ing, but predictability 
is reassuring 

Do one thing at a time: 
it’s the only way to do 
three things at once. 
Human multi-tasking 
was disproven years 
ago in the corporate 
world 

Do it right the first time: 
a little care now means 
less problem-fixing 
later 

Be efficient: don’t hurry 
but be quick and do it 
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“Yes, healthy crew 

dynamics are 

absolutely essential to 

safety for every crew. 

The smallest trigger 

can begin a spiraling 

cycle of more stress 

and less safety and 

fun. A single bored, 

frustrated, angry, or 

disenfranchised crew 

member can distract 

or derail an entire 

crew.”  

Hudson Valley   

Balloon Festival 

Poughkeepsie, NY 

2013 

well 
Learn from mis-

takes: stay 
calm, contain 
damage, fix it, 
get help if need-
ed, and go easy 
on yourself 

 
Results with these will 
range from drastic now to 
long-term subtle and can 
make or break a flight. 
Many shifts happen at 
once. Admitting errors 
and fixing problems 
(instead of people) re-
places blaming and 
dwelling on mistakes. 
Gossip, sarcasm and ridi-
cule diminish or disap-
pear. Turnover drops 
sharply. Yelling softens 
to calmer tones, and 
laughter is heard more 
often. Results, constant 
improvement, and solu-
tion-thinking feed an 
“up” outlook of focus 
and fun. Crew participa-
tion, initiative, loyalty, 
and ownership all rise. 
Predictive thinking 
quickens action and elim-
inates constant prompting 
or waiting for direction. 
Learning, speaking up, 
and delivering results 
becomes the new norm. 
Always remember that 
performance climbs or 
falls to expectations, and 
behavior moves toward 
things that are pleasant 
and non-coercive. 

The stakes are high. A 
pilot’s safety often de-
pends on the efforts of 
unpaid volunteers. Crew 
who feel unappreciated 
or slighted won’t give 
their best effort or race to 

add weight or grab that 
drop line. Tongue-lashed 
crew often quit when 
pressure is high and fun 
has disappeared. At worst 
they’ll just go through 
the motions of crewing 
and wait for prompting or 
verbal instructions which 
forces a pilot into multi-
tasking and micro-
managing (both carry 
high risk/prices and low 
effectiveness). Crew re-
tention is far easier than 
recruiting and training 
new crew. And there’s 
absolutely no room for 
doubt, hesitation, or mis-
trust in flying. All of 
these clearly translate 
into safety or anything 
less. 
 
While it’s not always 
easy and learning curves 
takes time, energy, and 
commitment, the results 
range from incredible to 
miraculous. Each pilot 
and crew chief simply 
must have these strate-
gies in place or ready to 
go. Set the social stage 
for safety with these 
basic steps. Solid perfor-
mances come from 
healthy morale; keep 
your crew’s outlook and 
dynamics positive, fo-
cused, and fun!     Ϙ 
 
 

Based on the book 
“Hot Air Balloon 
Crewing Essentials” 
available through the 
author (see the end of 
the “Welcome” article 
for more information). 

T H E  S C O O P  

“Solid performances 

come from healthy 

morale; keep your crew’s 

outlook and dynamics 

positive, focused, and 

fun!” 

L-R: 2nd & 3rd balloons:  

“High at Last”, Pilot Rick 

Silva and “Hover Girl”, 

Pilot Brian Smith 

Adirondack Balloon Festival   

2017 
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“WAR STORIES” 

ON SYLVAN LAKE  

by Erwin Dressel 

Typically when balloon pilots get together the 

topic of conversation almost immediately turns 

to “war stories”, all the details and ins and 

outs of the flight..  Last year I thought it might 

be a good idea if our membership could also 

hear those war stories, specifically from CLAS 

pilots.  PilotTom Smith has been a regular 

feature in each newsletter by  generously 

sharing his one page war stories for some time 

now.  This new feature is called “War Stories” 

and will feature a short ballooning story as told 

by a different CLAS pilot in each issue of The 

Scoop.  First up is Erwin Dressel with “On 

Sylvan Lake”  Enjoy!      

   Jamie 
 

What seemed like a ho- hum morning up 

at Kathy’s flying field May 20th, 2000, held 

some real terrorizing moments for this 

Pilot. There was at least four or five bal-

loons in the air with a Southwest heading 

out of the field. After about ½ hour of 

tranquil flight, there was a noticeable in-

crease in speed. Radio chatter indicated 

the  

other Pilots were looking for a place to 

put down and somewhere around fRt. 6  

and 69 there was a school yard. My  

balloon was lined up perfectly for the 

school yard behind a chain link  

fence when I realized it would be crash-

ing into one or two others. 

 

So off we went towards the town of 

Plymouth. At tree level we were moving 

along at a good clip and the many little 

landing sites just were not working out. 

We followed the Boston and Maine rail-

road tracks for several miles and unfortu-

nately, the many landing attempts were 

using a lot of precious fuel. While ap-

proaching Rt. 8, a four lane highway, I 

told my passengers and chase crew we 

would attempt to land on the grass be-

tween the North and South bound lanes. 

Well wouldn’t you know, we were com-

ing right over a sub station with power 
lines crossing Rt. 8 on our flight path. 

 

Here’s where luck plays a part!  At Patty 

and Bill’s Christmas party, I heard the 

story about a Maine balloon rally. The 

Pilot realized, while flying over Eagle Lake  

 

that landing might be a problem.  He 

wasovertaking a motor boat pulling a 

water skier.  That clever fella lowered 

his basket to just skim the water and 

slowed right down! 

 

Struggling to get up in the air again I 

spotted a depression in the land ahead 

and at it’s base was Sylvan Lake. I im-

mediately vented, got into a great dive, 

and then realized my burner was to 

weak to pull out in time. So knee deep 

into the lake we went and the battle 

with one passenger started as he was 

trying to climb out of the basket.  He 

was afraid they would sink into the 

water. However, he calmed down 

when I got the basket almost out of 

the water and we drifted toward 

shore. 
 

Total flight and float time was 1.6 hrs. 

Total terror time for the pilot, about 

ten minutes.   Ϙ   
 

Pilot: Erwin Dressel 

Chase:   Ellen Dressel and Dan King 

DO YOU HAVE IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS, PHOTOS, OR STORIES YOU’D BE WILLING TO SHARE 

WITH “THE SCOOP”?  PLEASE FORWARD THEM TO  jamiewhitman3@gmail.com AND I’LL BE 

SURE TO ADD YOUR ITEM IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF “THE SCOOP”. 

ALL PHOTOS THIS ISSUE BY JAMIE WHITMAN UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED 
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“Cherubs”     Adirondack Balloon Festival    September 2017     

photo by Tom Smith  

More than four decades ago I began to fly 

hot-air balloons. It didn’t take long before 

I had my whole family involved as part of 

the Chase Crew. A typical flight began by 

being reminded I was being awakened an 

hour before sunrise. Naturally this re-

quired the help of our alarm clock be-

cause even the roosters weren’t awake 

yet. Then came the struggle to get our 

two kids, Nancy and Brian awakened too, 
out of bed and into the car so we could 

get to the launch field by sunrise. That’s 

when the winds would be the calmest for 

flying. Some of those efforts were simplified 

by just leaving the kids in their Dr. Denton 

onesies and stuffing them in the back seat of 

the car with their favorite blankets. On 

some of those mornings, we would hear 

them grumble a comment that we never 

seemed to hear from anyone else we 

brought out with us, “Do we have to go 

ballooning again?”  

Through the following decades ballooning 
has morphed into a nexus for not only our 

personal and extended families but for many 

of our friends too. Hot-Air ballooning has 

even passed deeper into my next genera-

tion when Brian received his own pilot’s 

certification and now flies his own balloon.  

Through the years, an annual tradition has 

been created. Every Father’s Day, Brian and 

Nancy now invite me to join them in a cer-

emonial flight. Sometimes they even let me 

fly it.  

What goes around, comes around. This Fa-

ther’s Day at 4:30AM on the way to the 
launch field, I caught myself saying, ”How 

come I never took up Bowling instead of 

Ballooning?” THS  

T H E  S C O O P  

“A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words”  - Confucius 

FATHER’S DAY by Tom Smith 
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CONGRATULATIONS to Pilot Rick Silva on his newly rebuilt envelope for “High at Last”!  I’m told she is very 

responsive and flies like a charm.  She looks great, Rick.  Enjoy! 

Before... After... 
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Foreground:  “Gentle Breezes & Soft Landings”  

Pilot Santo Galatioto 

T H E  S C O O P  



 

CLAS MEMBERSHIP FORM  
 

CLAS DUES $20 includes membership privileges and newsletter.  
Extra voting family member add $5  
CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members)  
Decals $2 ($1 members) Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity)  
  
NAME___________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________________ 
  
CITY _________________________________STATE______________ZIP_____________ 

 
TELEPHONE 
 
 (Home) ________________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  
 
E-Mail____________________________________________________________________  
 

CLAS Membership Info:  
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5)  
 
Name: 
_______________________________________________________________ 
  
New _____ Renewing _____  
 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____  
 
N#_______ 
  
BFA #______________ BFA CAAP Level ___________ BFA PAAP Level_________ 
  
FAA Wings Level Completed_____________________ 
 
Pilot Certificate # _____________________________________________ 
  
Type(s) of Certificate(s)________________________________________________  
 
Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to: 
CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT  06488-0053  

 



CLAS Lighter Than Air Society 

PO Box 53 

Southbury, CT  06488-0053 

 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a 

club founded in 1988 for anyone interested in 

learning about, participating in, and improving the 

sport of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts 

alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the 

safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 

Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd 

Thursday of even numbered months at the 

Plainville Police Department, 17 Neal Court, 

Plainville, CT. at 7:30 PM. For more information, 

contact any of the officers listed in this 

newsletter. 

Publishing Information 

The Scoop is published electronically by the second 

Thursday of every third month. Submissions for The 

Scoop are preferred by email to Editor Jamie Whit-

man at jamiewhitman3@gmail.com. Photos, articles, 

and ideas are always welcome. Information may be 

mailed to: 142 Greenmanville Avenue, Mystic, CT 

06355 or can be brought to any CLAS meeting and 

given to the President, Mark Sand. All materials 

should be received by the Editor at least two weeks 

prior to the first Thursday of every third month for 

inclusion. 

 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes 

this newsletter for its members and interested par-

ties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if 

credit is given to the writer and/or photographer, 

and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not nec-

essarily those of the organization or members of 

this organization. For more information contact: 

Editor, Jamie Whitman, 142 Greenmanville Avenue, 

Mystic, CT 06355 Email jamiewhitman3@gmail.com; 

Phone: 860-917-7634 

CLAS 

 HUDSON VALLEY BALLOON FESTIVAL July 2015 

We’re on the  Web! 

www.lighterthanair.org 


