
 



 

 

  

 

COMMITTEES 
 
Audit 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
Competition 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Rick Silva, 860-536-870?? 
silvrw@sbcglobal.net 
 
Education 
Garry Guertin, 860-621-9945 
gguertin@cox.net 
Erwin Dressel, 203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
Charlie Perreault, 860-384-0592 
bythefireplace@gmail.com 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
FAA Liaison 
Santo Galatioto, 203-397-0521 
Santo.galatioto@yale.edu 
Daryl Smith, 860-742-6402 
daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Nominating 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
Safety Seminar 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Daryl Smith, 860-742-6402 
daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Sunshine 
Tony Roswell, 203-264-5066 
 
Webmaster 
Jim  O’Brien,  203-795-3598 
James.obrien@pobox.com 
 
Winter Dinner 
Ellen Dressel, 203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
Libby Richardson, 203-988-6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
  

CLAS OFFICERS 2012 
 
President 
Garry Guertin 
860-919-4175 
gguertin@cox.net 
 
Vice President 
Jim Regan 
860-209-0351 
ctballooning@sbcglobal.net  
 
Secretary 
Ellen Dressel 
203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Zirpolo 
860-620-3754 
robertzirpolo@comcast.net  
 
The Scoop Editor 
Libby Richardson 
203-988-6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
 
Historian for Life 
Mick Murphy 
203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 

Jim Adams 
Program Manager 

 
CLAS FAASTeam 
Representatives 

Penny Christy 
Santo Galatioto 

Mick Murphy 
Tom Murphy 

Robert Zirpolo 

About The Scoop 

This newsletter is published by The Connecticut 
Lighter than Air Society for its members and 
interested parties.  Portions of this publication may 
be reproduced of credit is given to the written and 
CLAS.  The opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the organization or members of the 
organization.  Submissions for the newsletter are 
welcome. 

Thanks  to  this  month’s newsletter 
contributors! 
 
Bruce Richardson  Ellen Dressel 
Jim  O’Brien   Carlos Kebe 
Jim Regan 
 
  Keep it coming! 
 

CLAS Calendar 

July 19 - CLAS meeting, 7:30 PM, Plainville Police 
Department 

August—no CLAS meeting 

August 4—CLAS Picnic (raindate August 11).  See 
details in this issue of The Scoop.  All are welcome. 

August 24-26—Plainville Balloon Festival 

September 20—CLAS meeting, 7:30 PM, Plainville 
Police Department 

Photo 
by 
Carlos 
Kebe, 
July 
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CLAS Meeting, June 21st, 2012 

Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President Garry Guertin.  14 members present: Garry Guertin, Jim Regan, 
Mark Sand, Erwin & Ellen Dressel, Rick Silva, Tom Whalen, Mick Murphy, Doug Sherman, Jack Perry, Al Theadore, 
Robert Zirpolo, Matt Dutkiewicz, &Tony Roswell. 

 
Education: Safety Topic, Jim Regan spoke on the possibilities of being becalmed over unwelcoming terrain.  This was the 

case when flying out of Quechee, VT with an easterly wind.  Before any flight make checks on the winds. 
 
Reading of last month meeting:  Due to the ‘Scoop”  not  being  sent  out  the  minutes  will  be  read  at  the  July  meeting. 
 
Treasurers Report:  $4100 in checking account and $6000 in savings.  Bill for PO Box rental for $72. 
 
Committee Reports:    
 BFA/FAA, Mick reported about the balloon camps going well. 
 Competition: A report for July. 
 Education: Air traffic communication for July meeting. 
 Sunshine: Tony to thank Chris  Mooney  for  hosting  ‘Mario’s  Celebration  of  Life’. 

 To Chris Mooney,  “thinking  of  you”  as  his  wife Cindy is/was in the hospital. 
 
Old Business:   
1. Review of club awards, July meeting. 
2. PZ manual coming along, Keith Sproul is putting it in ‘word  doc’. 
3. 3. 2011 tax report.  Wait and see, will the government want their cut in taxes or   are we too small to bother with.  

Robert is to contact his CPA for advice.  $1350 profit in 2011 
4. Narrow band radio.  Still no clear directives. 

i. wait until renewal. 
ii. keep license in Club’s name. 

iii. Mick to contact Dave Lasher to renew license. 
iv. radios made after 1998 should be able to be changed. 
v. E-mail Mark Sand your make and model and he will check them out. 

 
Next meeting will be July 19th at the police meeting room. Tom Whalen has refreshments. 
 
Respectively submitted. 
Ellen Dressel, Secretary 

    
 

CLAS Picnic 

The annual gathering of the members and families of CLAS will be held on 
August 4th with a rain date of the 11th.  4pm until whenever we end. 

 
As in past years the location is 1476 Highland Ave., Cheshire, CT 

Also known as the Dressel’s. 
 

Please RSVP to 203-272-6116 or edressel@cox.net. 
We need to know how many want hamburgers and/or hot dogs. 

Please bring a dish to share: salad, chips or desert. 
Also, BYOB, we will have H2O & ice. 

 

  

mailto:edressel@cox.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                      Like us at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Connecticut-Lighter-Than-Air-Society/193563443995591 

CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport 
of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the 
sport. Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3

rd 
Thursday of the month at the Plainville Police Department, 19 Neal Court, 

Plainville, at 7:30 PM. For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 
CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges 
Extra voting family member add $5  
 
NAME _______________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________  
CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________  
TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  
E-Mail______________________________ 
 
CLAS Membership Info:  
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________  
New _____ Renewing _____  
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________  
BFA #__________________ BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________  
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________  
 
Make checks payable to CLAS and mail to: CLAS, PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 

Photo by Bruce 
Richardson, July 2012 
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS 

By Gordon Schwontkowski 

Crewing and flight safety require information and sometimes even outside assistance – lots  of  it  that’s  organized  and  
instantly available. At every festival, crew can expect a ready-made sheet of paper or laminated card on a colorful 
lanyard with  local  emergency  service  numbers.  But  don’t  overlook  the  importance  of  these  when  flying  at  home.  
Creating one of these must-have lists is a top priority for every crew – sport, competition, and commercial. 

Why  a  list?  Many  reasons.  First,  you’re  the  ballooning authority and not the expert on power lines, rerouting air traffic 
as  you’re  escorted  down  an  active  runway,  or  finding  Indian  reservation  police.  Your  list  gives  you  access  to  trained  
professionals to assist you with most anything anywhere at any time. Second, presence of mind and memory are often 
the first casualties of even lesser emergencies. Lists are reliable and immune to forgetting, uncertainty, or delay. And 
even  if  you  know  how  to  reach  help,  your  crew  may  not  if  you’re  busy.  Don’t  assume other crews helping your pilot 
know these numbers either. Lists buy you valuable seconds when needed most – life-or-death pressure will turn a 
routine find-that-number task into fumbling and scrambling. Best of all, it offers pilots and crew reassurance they’re  not  
alone and that help is only a call away. Organized contact information helps prepare you for anything.  

Many  of  us  simply  don’t  have  complete  lists  of  what  would  be  needed  then  or  even  now.  Take  an  hour  with  your  pilot  or  
crew chief to assemble all the emergency contacts and information you could possibly use for safety needs in your flying 
area. All flying areas will have essentials, but these will vary with geography, population, terrain, and other factors. Be 
sure to list after-hours or emergency numbers for utilities such as power, gas, and phone companies. Many of the most 
common numbers include: 

Pilot name, company, balloon owner: home#, cell#, 
office#, fax, email                     
Balloon N#, make/model, insurance provider                 
Repair station: office#, cell#, address                                                  
Local propane   
Balloon radio frequency and alternates                     
Local FSDO/FAA representatives          
All local airports: tower phones and aircraft radio 
frequencies 
Police and/or sheriff              
Fire department             
Ambulance                
Hospital or emergency medical facilities                     
Non-emergency medical assistance      
Poison Control Hotline  
Flight Service            
Automated weather             
Secondary weather sources 

Power company (and after-hrs/emergency lin   
Gas company (and after-hrs/emergency lines)     
Phone company (and after-hrs/emergency lines)            
Railroads       
Park district or management offices   
Conservation and/or forestry offices    
Coast Guard or local marine patrol    
Indian Reservation police     
Military bases         
Lost balloon strategy - write it out!        
Call-in #, Message Center         
Call-in support         
Agreed call-in time           
Tech/moral support                
Vehicle insurance               
Roadside assistance/local towing      
Other useful information 

 

Use  these  to  start,  but  don’t  stop  here.  The  best  lists  are  the  ones  you  make  yourself, tailor to your flying needs and 
area, and which live, grow, and change with time and experience. No two lists will be alike. Mountain rescue, Coast 
Guard or marine patrol, or military base contacts may be appropriate for various flying areas. Suburbs have police 
departments while rural areas may have only sheriffs. 9-1-1 may even provide different emergency responders from 
area  to  area.  It’ll  often  cover  and  direct  you  to  all  emergency  services  in  suburban  areas.  In  the  country,  you  may  need  
separate numbers for sheriff, fire department, and ambulance. Roadside assistance may come through your insurance 
company,  auto  club,  or  even  vehicle  manufacture.  Account  for  your  flying  area’s  unique  features,  risks,  and  resources;  
find out ahead of time while you  have  the  time  and  seconds  don’t  matter. 

 



 

Communication  strategies  may  be  among  your  most  important  items.  Nothing  substitutes  for  knowing  your  pilot’s  
aircraft radio frequency, your pre-chosen alternate, and your lost-balloon plans. Pre-arranging lost balloon strategies 
and arrangements can save not only time and hassle but prevent further risk when landings in remote areas or 
deteriorating weather occur. Having no plan or visual/radio contact with a pilot who has landed will rattle many newer 
crew and some seasoned ones as well. Agree in advance who to call, after how long, what to do, and who will 
coordinate messages or moral support – few things can offer more reassurance. 

Urgencies can also feel like emergencies, so on the back side of your list, include convenience numbers for crew chiefs, 
crew members, launch site landowners, other pilots, propane suppliers, favorite restaurants, etc. List several numbers 
you can call for a second opinion on weather: private services, other pilots upwind, local airports, etc. Insights and 
information  on  changing  conditions  are  much  too  important  to  leave  to  a  single  phone  call  or  technology  alone.  It’s  
always  a  good  idea  to  list  the  number  for  your  balloon’s  manufacturer  and/or  a  high-hour pilot who is more experienced 
with  your  make  and  model  of  equipment  for  those  “this  doesn’t  seem  quite  right”  moments.  When  crew  is  late,  your  
launch  site  gate  is  locked,  you  never  did  refuel,  or  it’s  marginal  and  you’re  wondering  if  anyone  else  is  flying  – urgency 
can seem like or even become an emergency.  

Add others numbers and information you find useful after a few flights before you finalize your list, and update it as 
often as needed. Print out a few copies (black bold larger fonts with red highlights) on yellow paper or cardstock and 
laminate them. Designate a here-only place for it in each of your vehicles (console, door pocket, visor, glove box, seat 
side,  etc.)  and  make  sure  everyone  knows  where  to  find  it.  Another  copy  in  your  pilot’s  flight  bag,  your  basket,  or  
elsewhere  isn’t  a  bad  idea  either.  Have  your  crew  chief  and  crew  members  familiarize  themselves  with  its  contents,  quiz  
them on who to call (power line strike may require 9-1-1 or power company, fire department, and ambulance), and even 
rehearse calls with each other. Real-time is no time for a trial run. 

Resist the temptation to enter these numbers only into a cell phone, laptop, PDA, or other electronic device alone or 
only  in  your  pilot’s  electronics.  These  work  great  as  backups  but  are  fraught  with  risks:  forgetting your cell phone, low 
batteries, charger/power cords left at home, memory or operation crashes, theft, forgetting it, unfamiliar with someone 
else’s  system,  out  of  range,  etc.  Most  of  all,  electronics  are  the  most  unreliable  category  of  consumer  product ever 
created, period. Rely on them as back-up, not as a primary source for your contact numbers. Your safety is much too 
important to trust exclusively to a gizmo; make it your Plan B instead. 

The worst possible flying experience is not necessarily a tragic  emergency;  it’s  often  the  regret  of  being  unprepared,  not  
doing  all  you  could,  and  the  doubt  you’re  left  to  live  with  in  the  aftermath.  Many  experienced  pilots  and  crew  members  
will testify to this. You are not alone. You do not have to carry the world only on your shoulders. Dedicated professionals 
of all sorts await your call 24/7 – as  long  as  you  know  how  to  reach  them.  Hopefully,  you’ll  never  need  to  make  that  
emergency call after assembling all this information. However, better to have it and not need  it  than…    Don’t  put  this  
article  down  until  you’ve  picked  up  a  pen  and  paper  to  start  listing  or  updating  who  needs  to  be  on  your  emergency  
contact list. 

   

Based on the book “Hot  Air  Balloon  Crewing  Essentials” available through the author (see the end  of  the  “Welcome”  

article for more information). 

 

 


