
 

   

Photo by Libby Richardson, Summer 2009 



 

 

   

 

COMMITTEES 
 
Audit 
Mark Sand, 860‐389‐6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Mick Murphy, 203‐910‐4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
Competition 
Mark Sand, 860‐389‐6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Rick Silva, 860‐536‐870?? 
silvrw@sbcglobal.net 
 
Education 
Garry Guertin, 860‐621‐9945 
gguertin@cox.net 
Erwin Dressel, 203‐272‐6116 
edressel@cox.net 
Charlie Perreault, 860‐384‐0592 
bythefireplace@gmail.com 
Mick Murphy, 203‐910‐4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
FAA Liaison 
Santo Galatioto, 203‐397‐0521 
Santo.galatioto@yale.edu 
Daryl Smith, 860‐742‐6402 
daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Nominating 
Mick Murphy, 203‐910‐4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
Safety Seminar 
Mark Sand, 860‐389‐6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Daryl Smith, 860‐742‐6402 
daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Sunshine 
Tony Roswell, 203‐264‐5066 
 
Webmaster 
Jim O’Brien, 203‐795‐3598 
James.obriem@pobox.com 
 
Winter Dinner 
Ellen Dressel, 203‐272‐6116 
edressel@cox.net 
Libby Richardson, 203‐988‐6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
  

CLAS OFFICERS 2012 
 
President 
Garry Guertin 
860‐919‐4175 
gguertin@cox.net 
 
Vice President 
Jim Regan 
860‐209‐0351 
ctballooning@sbcglobal.net  
 
Secretary 
Ellen Dressel 
203‐272‐6116 
edressel@cox.net 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Zirpolo 
860‐620‐3754 
robertzirpolo@comcast.net  
 
The Scoop Editor 
Libby Richardson 
203‐988‐6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
 
Historian for Life 
Mick Murphy 
203‐910‐4955 
info@aerblarney.com 

Jim Adams 
Program Manager 

 
CLAS FAASTeam 
Representatives 
Penny Christy 
Santo Galatioto 
Mick Murphy 
Tom Murphy 
Robert Zirpolo 

About The Scoop 

This newsletter is published by The Connecticut 
Lighter than Air Society for its members and 
interested parties.  Portions of this publication may 
be reproduced of credit is given to the written and 
CLAS.  The opinions expressed are not necessarily 
those of the organization or members of the 
organization.  Submissions for the newsletter are 
welcome. 

Thanks to this month’s newsletter 
contributors! 
 
 
    Keep it coming! 
Garry Guertin      Mick Murphy 
Ellen Dressel      Jack Perry 
 

CLAS Calendar 

July 19 ‐ CLAS meeting, 7:30 PM, Plainville Police 
Department 

Share your photos, stories and 

more with CLAS! 

 

Email: libby_rich@yahoo.com 

 

Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Connectic
ut‐Lighter‐Than‐Air‐
Society/193563443995591 

 

Thank you for your submissions! 



 

FIRST AID AND INJURY PREVENTION 

By Gordon Schwontkowski  

Injuries have been part of ballooning since Day One in 1783 when the Montgolfiers’ demonstration flight ended with a 
rough landing that broke the rooster’s beak. Nothing darkens a flight’s mood more quickly than an injury and its related 
cost, time, and inconvenience. They can happen anywhere anytime to anyone - pilots, crew, passengers, or spectators. All 
crew will encounter minor cuts and burns while many others will face managing more serious accident injuries or pre-
existing conditions. Prevention will keep most away, but knowing how to provide first aid is essential for every crew. You 
don’t need to be a paramedic, but providing care until the pros arrive can keep a bad day from getting much worse. 

Who gets hurt when is highly predictable. Pilots are least likely to get injured. Passengers are most likely; sprains, breaks, 
and cuts – especially with the elderly - on landing or shortly afterwards are fairly common. No data exists on crew 
injuries, but burns and bruises are fairly common from handling equipment as well. These trends offer valuable safety 
guidance. Passengers need extra briefings on landings. Crew need to exercise caution on launch fields and landing sites. 
Pilots can teach valuable lessons: be prepared, know what to expect, and act accordingly. 

Consider the overall health status of your pilot, self, crew, and passengers before every flight. Who’s older or younger? 
Who’s in or out of shape? Does someone have pre-existing neck or back injuries or heart conditions? Anyone had recent 
surgery? Is someone pregnant? Has anyone been drinking or on drugs (prescribed, OTC, illegal)? Are allergies an issue? 
Is anyone tired, sleep-deprived, hungry, or thirsty? Heavy work in cold, heat, or humidity will exaggerate all of these. 
Crewing demands able bodies and clear minds. A discerning glance or quick “Is everyone feeling strong?” often prompts 
admissions of physical limits. Ask directly if you have questions, tell your pilot if you have concerns, and act accordingly. 
Options include assigning less strenuous tasks, working in tandem, or sitting this one out. Monitor everyone’s fitness level 
constantly as anyone falling short for any reason predisposes themselves to injury.  

The most common crew injuries fall into seven main categories. They include: 

Bleeding: cuts from vehicles, trailer doors, lift-gates, barbed wire, fencing, gates, etc.                   
Bruising: caught between basket and vehicle, tie-off recoil, run over on landing, hard landings       
Blisters:  mainly from bare-handed line handling or friction against immovable objects                     
Bites: insect bites, stings, dog bites or scratches                                                                                  
Breaks: twists; sprains; fractures from falls, curbs, uneven terrain, vehicle loading or unloading       
Burns: heat from fan engines/exhaust, burners, sunburn, windburn, cold burns from fuel             
Balances: dehydration, low salt/potassium/blood sugar levels from heavy work in extreme weather or eating too much/too 
little 
Some simple precautions will minimize or prevent your encounters with these types of injuries:  

1. Protect yourself first. Look out for your own safety; no one does it better than you, and you can’t help anyone else if 
you’re injured yourself.  

2. Be aware of everything around you. When things go bad, they go bad very quickly. Don’t fall prey to the “it-won’t-
happen-to-me” syndrome. 

3. Learn basic first aid and keep a first aid kit in your truck. Imagine how you’d improvise if needed: drop line around a 
flexi pole to splint a leg, tank strap for an arm sling, empty envelope bag with flexi poles through handles for a stretcher, 
etc. 

4. Keep water, pop/juice, salted crackers, and sweets in your truck at all times. Hot days and missed meals zap strength 
and cloud judgment. Watch everyone for nausea or dizziness. 

5. Crew chiefs: brief your crews and ride-alongs on safety before inflation and landing. Be very clear on what they can 
expect and what is expected. 

6. Never leave the ground outside the basket. Such falls have paralyzed and killed crew. Never wrap a rope around any 
part of your body you plan to keep either. 

7. Fan crew: no loose clothing! Fans eat neckties, scarves, and long t-shirts with you inside. If it’s loose or baggy, tuck it 
in! 

8. Wear lightweight hiking boots for ankle support and traction; open-toe footwear is out.  
 



 
 
 

9. Dress for safety first, then comfort. Leather gloves on inflation and refueling prevent rope/burner burns and blisters. 
Long sleeves and pants protect you from burners and crew-hungry vegetation. Choose organic fabrics over synthetics. 

10. Always watch your step – no running if you can’t see your feet and the ground. 
 

After observing these, some general guidelines will help you look out for other’s safety or provide care: 

1. Stay calm: panic creates secondary problems, not the solution to the first one. 
2. Do no harm; the person most qualified or skilled should take charge of the situation. 
3. Do not move a seriously injured person unless a greater hazard (like fire) exists. 
4. Your goals are stopping life-threatening dangers, protecting victims from further harm, and getting help. 
5. Check the ABC’s: is the airway open, is the victim breathing, check for circulation. 
6. Call for help. Keep a cell phone and/or radio in your truck and basket along with your emergency contact list. Stay on the 

line with emergency services or 911 unless they tell you to hang up. Always know where you are. 
 

As many flights take place over rural areas, you’ll likely be the first responder to an accident with injuries. Treatments 
given during the “golden hour” after an injury occurs often determine how well recovery proceeds or even if a victim 
lives. This article and these guidelines won’t replace recognized first aid training – register for that course today! Do this 
for yourself as much as others; you’ll never know that helpless feeling and regret of standing by not knowing how to help 
someone in need. 

The most common injuries you’ll encounter will be relatively minor if handled properly: blisters, cuts, insect bites, first-
degree burns, dehydration, and sunburn. If you don’t know how to administer first aid for an injury or condition, defer to 
someone who does or get outside help. But knowing how to handle more critical care situations like shock, choking, heart 
attack, severe bleeding, severe burns, hypothermia, heatstroke, or unconsciousness can save a life. Make sure someone on 
your crew knows the basics or can follow instructions from medical professionals. 

The worst-case scenario a crew could encounter would be a power line strike. You face the risk of electrocution even 100’ 
away from the basket. Your pilot could be unconscious, forcing your crew chief to take command of the scene. Lines 
could be down, and your basket and tanks could be on fire. Passengers would most likely suffer serious burns and internal 
injuries/multiple fractures from jumping or falling from the basket. Emergency services could take more than a few 
minutes to respond. You must make multiple decisions and actions immediately to protect the lives of those onboard and 
nearby. And it all happens so fast, there’s no time to think – there’s only time for training to kick in. Discuss and rehearse 
strategies with your pilot and crew! 

You should also be aware of two legal issues regarding first aid. First, “Good Samaritan” laws prohibit an accident victim 
from suing a first responder for further injuries if the Samaritan’s actions were reasonable, prudent, in good faith, and 
after consent is given. Check your state’s laws for what applies to you. Second, showing an injured passenger compassion 
– no matter how slight their injury – may more effectively defuse a lawsuit than the quality of care you deliver. The 
perception of indifference or neglect – even after a minor injury – can prompt a passenger to “lawyer up.” Don’t give an 
injured person any extra reasons to get litigious. Providing care says you care, makes first aid efforts more effective, and 
tips the legal scales in your favor as well. 

Face it – YOU will be providing first aid for someone at some point, so learn it and keep those skills sharp. Schedule that 
training or refresher course right now. Plan ahead to prevent or minimize any injuries around your flights. Doing this not 
only lets you handle whatever may arise, it gives you peace of mind which lets you enjoy crewing and the flight even 
more.    

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport 
of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the 
sport. Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3

rd 
Thursday of the month at the Plainville Police Department, 19 Neal Court, 

Plainville, at 7:30 PM. For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 
CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges 
Extra voting family member add $5  
 
NAME _______________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________  
CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________  
TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  
E-Mail______________________________ 
 
CLAS Membership Info:  
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________  
New _____ Renewing _____  
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________  
BFA #__________________ BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________  
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________  
 
Make checks payable to CLAS and mail to: CLAS, PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 

GPS Demystified 

Submitted by Garry Guertin 

Keith Sproul presented did a very good job of presenting  “GPS Demystified”, at the last CLAS meeting on Thursday,  
May 17, 2012.   Keith provided a detailed presentation which covered the practical use of GPS with balloons, what 
the GPS can and can’t do, how to use software on your PC to talk to your GPS, and pros and cons on many of the 
top brands and features to buy.  The benefits of using waypoints, tracing red zones and plotting certain air space 
were demonstrated to the CLAS members.  Google Earth was recommended as a good source for data maps.  You 
may use GPSBabel (downloaded from www.gpsbabel.org) to translate maps.  In addition, software called Basecamp 
can be used to communicate from your PC to your GPS by going to the Garmin home page and searching for 
“Basecamp” & download.  Keith also downloaded local map RZ’s onto pilot’s GPS that requested it.  A big thank you 
goes out to Keith for providing such a good detailed presentation and also to Mick Murphy for taking the time and 
effort to arrange for Keith to present to the group. 



 

Remembering Mario DiStefano 

 

   

A Celebration of Life for Mario DiStefano has held on Sunday afternoon June 10, 
2012 at Chris Mooney’s house.  Over 50 friends of Mario were able to attend and 
share their stories of past and present.  Chris Mooney raised a Champaign toast 
to Mario in which all attending helped celebrated.  Bill Costen lead the group in a 
pray to remember Mario.    All agreed that Mario will very much be 
missed.  Gentle Breezes Mario…. 

 



   

 

 

 

 

 

CLAS Meeting, May 17, 2012 

Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President Garry Guertin. 

24 members present: Garry Guertin, Jim Regan, Mark Sand, Erwin & Ellen Dressel, Rick Silva, Tom Whalen, Mick 
Murphy, Tom Murphy, Doug Sherman, Jack Perry, Charlie Perrault, Bill Costen, Al Theadore, Robert Zirpolo, Larry 
Nelson, Matt Dutkiewicz, James Adams, Lisa Huck, Santo Galatioto, Terry Rollinson, Tony Roswell, & Penny Christy. 

 
Education: To night’s meeting was devoted exclusively to education. 
 
Keith Sproul spoke on the topic of the GPS & ballooning demystified. Keith grew up with the ‘ham radio’ and when he 
became interested in ballooning saw the need for communications.  As communication improved so did the safety in 
balloon flying.  Pilots were able to get the most updated information.  Today, with the ipads and the GPS a pilot is able 
to get his ground speed, heading, altimeter, maps, air space, red zones, flight login, distance & length of flight.  The 
important thing to remember is to mount your ipad so that is easily visible.  There are several inexpensive and reliable 
GPS’s on the market.  You can program them with the needed information for your needs. It was a very informative 
evening and the club members want to thank Keith for presenting to us an over view of what we can do with an ipad 
and a GPS.  Web site for additional information: www.garmin.com, www.garminbasecamp.com, and GPX exchange. 
 
Next meeting will be June 21st at the police meeting room.  Doug Sherman has refreshments. 
 
Respectively submitted. 
Ellen Dressel, 
Secretary 
       
 
Rally to be held in Bethlehem, CT 
This year we will host "XLTA8 The 8th Annual New England Experimental "Balloon, Hopper, Chariot, and Airship Rally" 
Sept 7‐9, 2012, in Bethlehem, CT at Whelan Farms Airport.  
 
All builders, owners, and fans of experimental and ultra‐light LTA aircraft are invited. This is a small private non‐profit 
event: no paid rides, no public audience, no muss, no fuss.  Just experimental LTA and the people who love to build 
and fly them (as well as friends and families, of course.) This event provides both an opportunity to exchange ideas 
and experiences amongst builders and a chance to fly together informally.  In addition to flying, we will have hands on 
presentations, a few movies and some fun things planned that will be mentioned at a later date along with a few 
surprises! 
 
If anyone is interested in volunteering to help with the event or crewing for out of town pilots please call or e‐mail me 
so I can add you to the listi and keep you updated with the e‐mail updates for the event!  
 
Thanks, 
Mick Murphy 
 
On‐line registration at ‐ http://www.xlta.org/regform2012.php 
 
 
CLAS Calendar Corrections 
The June CLAS meeting that is scheduled on the CLAS calendar for Thursday 6/14/2012 is in error.  The CLAS Calendar 
should be corrected to show the June CLAS meeting on Thursday 6/21/2012.  In addition, the CLAS meeting shown on 
Sept. 13 should be corrected to Sept. 20, 2012.  


