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COMMITTEES 
 
Audit 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
Competition 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Rick Silva, 860-536-870?? 
silvrw@sbcglobal.net 
 
Education 
Garry Guertin, 860-621-9945 
gguertin@cox.net 
Erwin Dressel, 203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
Charlie Perreault, 860-426-9814 
bythefireplace@gmail.com 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
FAA Liaison 
Santo Galatioto, 203-397-0521 
Santo.galatioto@yale.edu 
Daryl Smith, 860-742-6402 
daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Nominating 
Mick Murphy, 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 
Safety Seminar 
Mark Sand, 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
Daryl Smith, 860-742-6402 
daryl@cthotair.com 
 
Sunshine 
Tony Roswell, 203-264-5066 
 
Webmaster 
Jim O’Brien, 203-795-3598 
James.obriem@pobox.com 
 
Winter Dinner 
Ellen Dressel, 203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
Libby Richardson, 203-988-6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
  

CLAS OFFICERS 2012 
 
President 
Garry Guertin 
860-919-4175 
gguertin@cox.net 
 
Vice President 
Jim Regan 
860-209-0351 
ctballooning@sbcglobal.net  
 
Secretary 
Ellen Dressel 
203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
 
Treasurer 
Robert Zirpolo 
860-620-3754 
robertzirpolo@comcast.net  
 
The Scoop Editor 
Libby Richardson 
203-988-6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
 
Historian for Life 
Mick Murphy 
203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 

Jim Adams 
Program Manager 

 
CLAS FAASTeam 
Representatives 

Penny Christy 
Santo Galatioto 

Mick Murphy 
Tom Murphy 

Robert Zirpolo 

About The Scoop 

This newsletter is published by The Connecticut 

Lighter than Air Society for its members and 

interested parties.  Portions of this publication may 

be reproduced of credit is given to the written and 

CLAS.  The opinions expressed are not necessarily 

those of the organization or members of the 

organization.  Submissions for the newsletter are 

welcome. 

Thanks to this month’s newsletter 

contributors! 
Garry Guertin   Mick Murphy 

Ellen and Erwin Dressel  Gene Burnstein 

Penny Christy   Jim Regan 

 

 

  Keep it coming! 

 

CLAS Calendar 

May 17 – CLAS meeting, 7:30 PM, Plainville Police 
Department.  Topic:  GPS Demystified.  See below 
for more details.  For those who actually read the 
Scoop, this is also the Editor’s Birthday.  Please 
plan accordingly  

June 21 – CLAS meeting, 7:30 PM, Plainville Police 
Department 

CLAS May Educational Meeting: PS Demystified 
 
If you attended the CLAS Safety Seminar in 
February, you saw how the national champions use 
GPS, but how does that apply to your normal 
flying?  This presentation will show: 
- Practical uses of GPS in the balloon 
- Actual hands-on on how to do it 
- What the GPS can and can't do. 
- How to use your existing GPS 
- How to use software on your PC to talk to your 
GPS 
- What type of GPS to buy if you are going to buy a 
new one 
 
If you have a GPS, bring it. If you have a cable to 
hook the GPS up to your computer, bring that. If 
you have a laptop bring that too, even if you don't 
have a GPS  
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CLAS Meeting Minutes, April 19, 2012 

Meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by President 
Garry Guertin. 
 
12 members present: Garry Guertin, Jim Regan, Mark 
Sand, Erwin & Ellen Dressel, Rick Silva, Tom Whalen, Mick 
Murphy, Tom Murphy, Doug Sherman, Jack Perry, Charlie 
Perrault. 
 
Officer’s Reports: 
Treasurer, no report as Robert Zirpolo is recovering from 
knee surgery. 
 
 
         Photo courtesy of CT Ballooning 
Committee Reports: 
 

 Sunshine: Cards to go to Mike Kirkwood (loss of his father), Bill Costen (loss of NJ crew member), 
Mario DeStefano. 

 BFA/FAA: Nothing to report 

 Education: March meeting was held at Southington Fire House.  22 members present.  A ‘thank you’ 
letter was sent to the department c/o Lt Higgins 

 Competition: no report, no flying. 

 Nominating:  none. 

 Winter Dinner: ‘Thank You’ letter was sent to the owners of the Inn.  

 Safety Seminar: none. 
  
Old Business: Tax status, still not sure which way to go, exempt or not. 
  Jim Regan has the PZ updates ready.  (Prohibitive Zones formerly ‘red zones’) 
 
New Business:  
Greatest discussion was on the change to narrow band radios.  The following are some e-mail comments as 
to where we stand at the moment. 

 “According to what Al Lowenstein thinks we will NOT have to switch to narrow band, ever.  Our 
frequency will be grandfathered in and we can retain the broadband configuration.  Again, this is Al's 
interpretation.  We should discuss if further at the next business meeting.”  Mark Sand 

 “So as I read through the thread of emails.  The last line in Al Lowenstein's email defines the issue, "If 
the radios can be reprogrammed it is an easy thing to do, however if I read this correctly 151.625 is a 
grandfathered wide band channel."  With that said I believe we are in compliance and we will find 
out more when we renew the license.  Are we all in agreement?  Robert Zirpolo 

 Mick Murphy stated that Bristol is hoping to include a balloon glow as part of their ‘Mum’ festival this 
year.  It would be on the Boulevard, involving 10 balloons with a flight on Sunday. 

A write up of the different awards will be presented at the meetings and in the ‘Scoop.’  These are the Art 
Lalabrite and Judith Ushchack crew awards, the Sh*t Happens Award & Mike Bollea Spirit Award. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silas Brooks Memorial Update 

Just a few months ago I reported the Silas Brooks memorial marker was gone.  The good news is that Mick 

Murphy went out to the cemetery to see for himself.  He reported that the stone and bronze marker were in 

the cemetery and no worse for the 15 years of weather.  How could that be I thought? 

Mick set me straight; I had gone to the wrong cemetery!  The Seventh Day Baptist Cemetery, or sometimes 

called the Green Lady Cemetery, or mistakenly called the Burlington Center Cemetery is located on a dirt 

road called Upson Road in Burlington. 

The real Burlington Center Cemetery is located off Route 4 just below the Rt. 69 intersection.  It is off 34 

Library Lane in Burlington.  I suggest our CLAS members take a good old fashioned Sunday drive out to the 

cemetery and enjoy Burlington’s beautiful countryside. 

Just before the library, turn right and drive into the cemetery going to the last cross drive.  Turn right and go 

about 200 feet and park.  Walk about 100 feet up towards the woods and you can’t miss it. 

Thanks again, Mick Murphy, for setting me straight. 

Erwin Dressel 

  

                                      Like us at http://www.facebook.com/pages/Connecticut-Lighter-Than-Air-Society/193563443995591 

CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport 

of ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the 

sport. Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3
rd 

Thursday of the month at the Plainville Police Department, 19 Neal Court, 
Plainville, at 7:30 PM. For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  

 
CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges 

Extra voting family member add $5  

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________  

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________  

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  

E-Mail______________________________ 

 

CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________  
New _____ Renewing _____  

Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________  

BFA #__________________ BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  

FAA Wings Level Completed________  

Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________  

 

Make checks payable to CLAS and mail to: CLAS, PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Connecticut-Lighter-Than-Air-Society/193563443995591


 

Update on the BFA Balloon Event Guidelines 

It appears the BFA may be moving forward with recognized training for Balloonmeister/Event Director, 

Safety Officer, Weather Officer, and Organizer.  At the BFA’s April meeting in Ohio, Maury Sullivan presented 

the board with a plan for training and promoting the guidelines.  

Whether agreeing with the guidelines completely or in part, I believe you appreciate having knowledgeable 

people running an event, and know it can add to safety. 

I have been ‘volunteered’ for involvement with developing the necessary materials (syllabus, PowerPoint, 

etc.).  With that in mind, I am once again appealing to you for input to shape the training materials.  What 

are the points to cover for each of those positions? 

Thanks for taking the time to read this, and I look forward to sharing in your ideas. 

Gene Burnstein  - clipaway@gmail.com 

 

Chickens crushed to death after hot air balloon panic 

Nearly 150 chickens were found dead in crushed mounds after a hot air balloon literally scared them to death.  
Worker at Bradmoor Farm in Haddenham, England, Sharon Lester, said that after a hot air balloon had flown low 
over the area, she entered a barn to find four large mounds of what she described as ‘squashed’ chicken corpses.  
It is thought the birds had climbed on top of one another in a desperate attempt to escape the large red Virgin 
balloon which, it is thought, they had seen from a shed window. 

“The farmers warned me that things like this could happen, but this was 
nothing like I’d ever seen before,” said Sharon.  “I’d opened up the shed to 
collect their eggs and there they were. I thought to begin with there was 
only a few, but as we began pulling them out I soon began to realise there 
was so many.  Some of them didn’t even have legs after we pulled them out, 
and some of their faces were actually stuck to the floor.  It was awful, they 
must have been so scared. As an animal lover, it was so upsetting for me to 
see them like that.” 

Farmer Ian Parkinson, of Folly Farm, around half a mile from Bradmoor, says 
he has lost calves in previous years due to the panic which air balloons can 
cause to animals. After the chickens were discovered, farmer Steve Collins 
contacted Virgin Balloon Flights who have since offered him compensation 
and a balloon flight. The pilot also visited the farm to apologise. 

A spokesman from Virgin said: “One of our balloons took off from Quainton Railway Centre carrying 16 passengers 
on Friday morning and landed just south of the village of Haddenham around an hour later. During the flight the 
balloon flew over Bradmoor Farm on Stanbridge Road.  

“The farm is not marked as an area to avoid on ballooning maps and the balloon was at the legally required 
height. The pilot was unaware of any incident until receiving information later and returned to the farm 
immediately. In his 25 years of flying he has not known chickens react like this, but he is very sorry.” 
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Ninety Nines, Inc. International Organization of Women Pilots Conference 2012 

Providence RI, July 11 – 15, 2012 

The Marriott Downtown Hotel in Providence, RI will be the site of the 68th annual Conference of the Ninety-Nines, 

Inc. Women pilots from all over the world will be gathering for 5 days in the capital city of Rhode Island, located at 

the north end of magnificent Narragansett Bay. The event, sponsored by the New England Section of the Ninety 

Nines, offers great speakers, seminars, networking and inspirational camaraderie for all who attend. If you are a 

member or have ever considered becoming one, this is the perfect time to connect or reconnect with women 

pilots from all walks of life and a myriad of aviation backgrounds, disciplines & experiences. Providence is easy to 

get to by flying commercially either into T.F. Green Airport about 10 miles outside the city or to Boston Logan, 

which is about an hour away. There are many General Aviation airports located in close proximity, if one wishes to 

fly one’s own aircraft to the area. Don’t miss out; get the details, visit 

www.womenpilotsnewengland.org/conference for more information and to register. If you want to know about 

the Ninety Nines, Inc. check out the website at www.ninety-nines.org to see what being a member can offer. 

Summer 2012 will be here before you know it, come and join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Crew Corner:  Driving Safety and Vehicle Handling 

By Gordon Schwontkowski 

Every safe flight begins and ends with your vehicle of choice: trailer, pick-up, SUV, van, or RV. As its driver, your role and top 

priority is to safely transport the crew and vehicle to the landing site. Flight-related driving, however, demands extra 

precautions you won’t find in Rules of the Road. Your best offense begins with strong defensive techniques. 

First is attitude: how you think about driving can matter more than driving skill itself. Do NOT get into the frenzied indecision 

or mind-racing “anything-goes” mindset of “chasing” and get behind the wheel of a $40K truck. A NASCAR team or airport 

tower with that outlook would spell disaster. Remember that driving is a small part of your much more important flight risk 

management goal. If you have an accident or get pulled over, you become a flight safety liability twice by becoming a high- 
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risk factor which then prevents you from performing your role. Nothing spoils fun in the air like vehicle trouble on the 

ground – drive safely! 

Next comes knowing your truck and how to handle it. In-flight learning is great, but practice this first on a day off in an 

empty lot. Can you start it? Do you drive stick? Can you shift in/out of 4WD? How tight is its turning radius? Can you U-turn 

in 4 lanes?  Are you comfortable backing straight and turning? At what point will your trailer jack-knife? Can you do all this 

quickly and using only mirrors? How fast can your truck accelerate and also stop? If you get stuck, can you get un-stuck? 

Where’s the spare tire, and can you change it? How do you secure the fan and all your gear? Every truck’s different, and 

every minute spent here will save you 15 minutes of trouble. 

Last but not least, focus. If you’re driving, drive! Add a cell phone, crowded launch fields, congested roads, and a trailer and 

you’re now a distracted driver (added to hundreds of others watching your balloon). Studies show multi-tasking is for 

machines and not humans, talking on a cell phone is the equivalent of driving drunk, and distracted drivers cause the 

majority of accidents. Don’t read the map, navigate, futz with electronics, spot your balloon, and handle radios all at once.  

Delegate these to other crew members. If you’re crewing alone, pull over to do these whenever possible. Driving safely is 

your top priority, and everything else is secondary. 

Having a back-up driver familiar with your truck is smart thinking; you may unexpectedly fly, need the truck moved along the 

road or at landing, or need an errand run. Everyone driving your truck during a flight or even across a launch/landing site 

should review and practice the following vehicle safety tips: 

ON THE FIELD 

1. Minimize turns (or make shallow ones) on wet grass, sand, or mud to prevent getting stuck. When in doubt, walk the 

field on foot to determine what’s safe to drive on. 

2. Never leave your vehicle unattended on an active launch field; someone with keys should be in it or nearby. Lock your 

truck at festivals and keep electronics and valuables covered. Use a spotter whenever backing – no one pays attention to 

beepers or moves for horns. 

3. Respect other pilots’ field positions; give them plenty of room to lay out, inflate, and launch. 

4. Yell CLEAR, LIFT, or UP and check for nearby limbs, hands, or feet when raising or lowering your lift-gate. 

5. Tie off to your truck’s frame, never to a bumper or any part of your trailer.  

6. Keep truck and trailer doors shut (and an envelope bag over your lift-gate) to prevent fabric from snagging or tearing on 

corners/sharp edges during inflation or stand-up. 

7. Keep everyone clear of the area between your basket and truck; tie-off recoil can cause severe injury and damage. 

8. Gather all equipment and personal belongings before leaving. Tie down or secure every item! Bumps, turns, and stops 

create flying objects and potential messes. 

9. Walk around your truck before you leave the field. Check beneath you truck for posts, rocks, clothing, cameras, purses, or 

children! 

 

IN-FLIGHT 

1. No open alcohol – you get an A! If you can’t wait, try AA. If not, call AAA and the bar (the other one - for an attorney, that 

is).  

2. Keep your truck radio down or off to avoid missing radio calls from your balloon. 

3. Don’t overload your vehicle – take only as many people as you have safety belts or seats AFTER you’ve saved return seats 

for those flying. Riding in pick-up beds is legal in some states; check your state law and restrictions. Watch your speed as 

these passengers don’t hold on and can’t see upcoming turns or hazards. NO standing or sitting on the rails.  

4. Cell phones – use your head (or headset) and follow state and local law. More large cities are restricting phone use or 

requiring you to pull over to make a call. 

 



 

5. Obey traffic laws; true in-flight emergencies are rare. Avoid speeding – you can’t afford time on the side of the road. 

Speeding’s a factor in most accidents and makes every other driving mistake worse. It also creates the impression of an 

emergency when none exists. If seconds truly count, accelerate hard to the speed limit and then maintain it. Planning ahead 

is the best way to avoid being rushed on the road. 

6. Pull over as far off as safely possible when spotting, reading maps, or making calls. Select spots that offer easy in/out 

access and don’t block traffic or have blind spots. 

7. If stopped briefly, keep most passengers inside the truck. Have everyone exit the non-traffic side only. Monitor children 

at all times, and keep everyone nearby or in sight in case plan changes require moving your truck or leaving quickly. 

8. Always know your exit before turning onto a road or into a parking lot, subdivision, or street to avoid wasted doubling 

back time or getting stuck in traffic. 

9. Signal – you can’t stand it when others don’t. Use 4-way flashers or “hazards” when driving under the speed limit when 

state law allows. Know if these override signals. 

10. Slow down on gravel roads and drives; dust damages crops and coats personal property. 

 

LANDING 

1. When awaiting a landing, pull off the road, don’t block driveways, and plan for possible U-turns. If you’re in the field, park 

crosswind or behind a pole, tree, or building your pilot wouldn’t hit anyway. Improperly placed trucks can cause collisions or 

aborted landings for your pilot and others.   

2. Get permission before entering private property, especially before driving on lawns. 

3. No parades – leave ALL other vehicles and spectators off the landing site.  

4. Walk an inflated balloon to a road or driveway when you can for low-impact recovery. 

5. Ask the landowner about best routes, soft spots, septic fields, sprinkler heads, stumps, etc. Thank them for their help 

and the vehicle damage they’ve spared you. 

6. Don’t go off-road unless your truck’s equipped and you’re prepared to get un-stuck. Don’t spin your tires or leave ruts; 

long shallow turns often work best on problem areas. 

7. A hot exhaust or single spark can ignite a dry brush or crop field. Pack your equipment, drive in, load it, and get out. Crew 

can walk out after loading. 

8. Designate a driver if your post-flight ceremonies include alcoholic beverages. 

9. Everyone exits the truck before refueling. Open all doors and bring the basket out. 

 

While it’s tempting to write all these off as no-brainers, a potential train wreck lies behind every one. The disasters are 

sobering: tow trucks frame-deep in mud, creased hoods, traffic obstruction tickets, DUI’s, and baskets tumbling end-over-

end down Interstates. Worse yet are fields set ablaze, pilots blown 30’ through the air while refueling inside trucks, or crew 

fatally thrown from pick-ups. No lie – every single one of these has happened to crew. 

While safe driving is important at home, it’s even more crucial on unfamiliar ground: driving a new or different vehicle, in a 

new flying area, or under flying pressures like high winds, heavy traffic, or high-profiles (balloon and truck logos). Backing a 

trailer with a manual transmission at night in an unlit refueling area may depend more on your knowledge than limited 

visual cues. Sharpen your driving and handling skills every time you get behind the wheel. 

Safe driving is in everyone’s best interest. It prevents getting into binds and gets you out easier. It saves time and wasted 

efforts while letting you plan and enjoy more. It gets you to landing sites where you can offer safety options to your pilot. It 

builds confidence (for yourself and from others) and tells landowners you’ll make your stay low-impact. Develop all the 

driving and handling skills you need to arrive safely wherever you’re needed during a flight. 

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon Crewing Essentials” available through the author (see the end of the “Welcome” article 

for more information).  

 


