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~Committees~ 
 

~Sunshine ~ 
Tony Roswell 203-264-5066 
 

~Winter Dinner ~  
Ellen Dressel  203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
 

Libby Richardson – 
 203-988-6577 
Libby_rich@yahoo.com 
 

~FAA Liaison ~  
Santo Galatioto 203-397-0521 
Santo.Galatioto@yale.edu 
 

Daryl Smith 860-742-6402 
Daryl@CTHotAir.com  
 

~Competition ~ 
Mark Sand 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
 

Rick Silva 860-536-870 
silvrw@sbcglobal.net 
 

~Education ~ 
Garry Guertin 860-621-9945 
gguertin@cox.net 
 

Erwin Dressel  203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
 

Charlie Perreault 860-426-9814 
bythefireplace@gmail.com  
 

Mick Murphy 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 

~Nominating ~  
Mick Murphy 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 

~Audit ~  
Mark Sand 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
 

Mick Murphy 203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 

~Safety Seminar ~ 
Mark Sand 860-389-6778 
mdsand@snet.net 
 

Daryl Smith 860-742-6402 
Daryl@CTHotAir.com 
 

~Webmaster ~ 
Jim O’Brien 203-795-3598 
James.obrien@pobox.com 
 

CLAS Officers 2011 
 

~President~ 
Mick Murphy  
203-910-4955 
Info@aerblarney.com 
 

~Vice-President~ 
Garry Guertin  
860-919-4175 
gguertin@cox.net 
 

~Secretary~ 
Ellen Dressel 
203-272-6116 
edressel@cox.net 
 

~Treasurer~ 
Penny Christy  
860-638-3803 
pmchristy@comcast.net 
 

~The Scoop~ Editor 
Mick Murphy 
203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 
 

~Historian for Life~ 
Mick Murphy 
203-910-4955 
info@aerblarney.com 

CLAS FAAST Team Members 
 
Jim Adams Program Manager 
 

FAASTeam Representatives 
 

Santo Galatioto 
Penny Christy 
Robert Zirpolo 
Tom Murphy 
Mick Murphy 
 

This newsletter is published by The 
Connecticut Lighter Than Air Soci-
ety for its members and interested 
parties. Portions of this publication 
may be reproduced if credit is given 
to the writer and to CLAS.  

 

The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the organization or members of this organization 
(but if they were they’d be damn good ones!!!).   
 

 Mick Murphy temporary Minister of Propaganda!! 

Cover photo:  Pauline Baker  

October Contributing Editors  

                  Ellen Dressel               Dave Hooper 
                  Mark Sand                   Pauline Baker 
                  Gary Guertin                Gordon Schwontkoski 
 

Newsletter Editor needed 
 
CLAS is in need of newsletter editor this year and we would like any interested 
parties to step forward.  Please send inquiries about the position to 
info@aerblarney.com or call 203-910-4955. 
 
Responsibilities: 
 

• Publishes the Scoop newsletter on a regular basis and distributes the 
newsletter to the club membership by email  

 
• Solicits information for the newsletter from Officers, members and any-

where you can along with few color photos. 
 
 



This is a reminder that the CLAS Photo Contest will be taking place at the next CLAS meeting on 

Thursday 10/20/11. 

  

The CLAS Photo Contest rules and prizes have been updated and are as follows. 
  

CLAS Photo Contest Rules: 

1.      Three photo’s may be entered per CLAS member 

2.      Each photo should be printed to 8x10 or 8.5x11 

3.      Photo’s must be labeled with CLAS member name and photo location on the back 

4.      Numbered, plastic sleeves will be provided for photos at time of contest 

5.      Scoring will be based on results from CLAS members voting.   

6.      Winning photos will be the 12 photos with the most overall votes 

7.      Photo’s must be electronic files 

8.      Top 12 Winning photos must be provided to Garry Guertin at gguertin@cox.net so that they may 

         be  added to the CLAS calendar 

9.      1st place photo will be placed on the front of the CLAS calendar 

10.  Photos are not to be more than 1 year old 

11.  Photoshop editing (pasting) of pictures is not allowed 

12.  Picture enhancement is allowed,    i.e. color enhancement & cropping 

 

CLAS Photo Contest Prizes are as follows: 

            1st  Place – (2) Tickets to the 2012 CLAS Winter Dinner 

            2nd Place – (1) Ticket to the 2012 CLAS Safety Seminar 

            3rd Place – (1) 2011 CLAS Membership 

  

See you at the Oct. CLAS meeting at the Plainville Police Station.  I am looking forward to seeing all of the great pic-

tures that have been captured this year. 

  

Regards, Garry Guertin CLAS VP 

New BFA Trading 
Cards to be used to 
promote the BFA.  
Cards can be made 
available to balloon 
clubs to promote our 
sport.   There will be a 
limited supply at the 
next CLAS Meeting 
 
Thursday October 
20th. 



Nottingham Festival 1970 
By Dave Hooper 

In July 1970 the Dublin Balloon Club were invited to take part in the Nottingham Festival and Balloon 
Race.  The festival usually consists of archery, jousting and other Robin Hood related sports.  This year 
the organizers had discovered hot air balloons, and their invitation was quickly taken up.  Accommodation 
and food were provided all we had to do was to arrive with our balloons.  As the Jacob’s Balloon had 
been damaged, we were only able to take “Tar Baby” across the ferry.  Our team was Maurice Cronin, 
David Synnott and I; we also had Richard and Ulla Granger who lived in Nottingham.  Richard was old 
school pal of David’s.  The event took place in Woollerton Park not far from the city centre.  On arrival we 
found that we would be accommodated in the Nottingham University Buildings.  When we arrived at 
Woollerton Park we found many hot air balloon crews and to our delight five gas balloons.  When the gas 
balloons were being laid out we were please to be allowed to help with the preparations.   There were 
many mundane tasks to be done like filling dozens of sand bags from the huge pile of sand provided and 
later as the envelopes were filling out with gas we had would be moving the sand bags down progres-
sively lower as the balloon expanded and rose higher.  It took half the day to inflate all five hydrogen bal-
loons.  Gerry Turnbull was the senior gas balloonist and Rene Thornton was the other.  I did not meet the 
rest.    
On the first of the three days the Irish balloon was to fly first with the Lord Mayor of Nottingham as pas-
senger.  As often happens at the time of takeoff the passenger could not be found.  The inflation caused a 
stir amongst the native balloonists when our team followed our normal procedure of using two long 
clothes props to hold the mouth of the canopy open to prevent flame damage to the rim.  Once the can-
opy was partially filled the poles were removed as they were no longer needed.  This was in the days be-
fore the inflation fans were used.  The sight caused much merriment amongst the other balloonists.  How-
ever we noticed that at Nottingham the next year, most crews were using poles. 
Time for takeoff and our Mayor had still not arrived, so his place was taken by George Luce who was the 
Radio Nottingham reporter, complete with tape recorder.  Not long into the flight, around 1000’over the 
city, Maurice noticed that the balloon was descending and slowly spinning, requiring far too much gas 
with the burner continually on.   
A quick inspection revealed a split in the Velcro ripping tapes.  There were of the banana rip type which 
was normal in the 70’s.  The descent was alarming even with the flame full on and it was obvious that the 
descent could not be arrested and a landing had to be make whilst some gas remained.  Maurice ac-
counts how they just missed a roof top, glanced off a tree and thudded down into a postage stamp of a 
front garden.  Once down, Maurice had to scramble out and grab the deflating canopy, pulling it into the 
tiny garden to prevent it from draping across a road with trolley wires along it.  I was driving retrieve and 
found them just after they managed to get the canopy into the basket.  The local kids were having a ball 
but George Luce was not very enamored.  He had somehow managed to maintain his professionalism 
and his commentary, of which I have copy, is a classic. 
However, this was a very dangerous occurrence.  The most likely reason for Velcro to part is if the adher-
ing surfaces have become damp.  A few years later two balloonists lost their lives when this happened to 
them over Burmingham.  A short time earlier they had attend the Irish Balloon Championships, where one 
of them had won the Trophy that I had made and Joan had presented to them on the final day.  We had 
lost friends. 
Our Piccard balloon had 1” Velcro which was standard at the time, but our Omega AX6 (Jacob’s) balloon 
when repaired was no upgraded to a 2” Velcro and a definite improvement.  Within a short while the ba-
nana rips wee out and the new parachute self closing panels were here to stay.  At the 1970 meet I flew 
with Maurice from Woollerton Park to Long Clawson Leicester in 55 minutes.  In 1971 I flew with Mike 
Alexander for 1 hour to Stanley Common in Yellow Peril.  That is her new name since my accident 
caused half the canopy to be replaced, hence the color change seen in this photo of the two balloons.  At 
the ’71 meet we found Captain Bill Williams a WW1 Balloon & Airship pilot who during that war was sta-
tioned at one time at Malahide Castle Airship out station, engaged on anti submarine patrols.  The log 
book of Yellow Peril shows that both Williams and Charles Dolffus have flown in her. 
 



CLAS Meeting Minites: 9/15/2011 
 

Call to order at 7:35 pm by Mick Murphy, Pres 
             Members in attendance signed in on sheet.  10 total 
Minutes of last month’s meeting were read in the ‘Scoop’. 
Officer’s reports: 
             Treasurer, Penny gave a report.   
                          $6034.97, checking & cd’s 
                          The officers are still looking into the tax exempt number. 
                                       Will it cheaper to pay the tax or the $500 to be exempt? 
                                       We still need the info as to ‘incorporation’. 
Committee Reports: 
             Sunshine: No report 
             BFA/FAA:  ‘Drop line’ name given to the publication 
                          Next convention will be possibly in Denver in 2015. 
                          2018-2025 will celebrate 225 years of flight. 
                          Mick Murphy has been elected to the BFA Northeast board of directors. 

FAA did not take under advisement the regulation about balloons flying below  500 feet. 
             Education: 
                          TBA:  Fire extinguisher practice TBA. 
             Competition:  no report 
             Nomination committee:   no report   
             Winter Dinner:  no meeting 
Safety seminar: 
Old Business:  Tax exempt status still in the works. 
New Business: AOPA, Wednesday to Sunday @ Brainard.  Glow Friday night. 
                                       All balloon activity weather permitting. 
                          FYI, Granite State club is possibly disbanding due to lack of membership. 
              
Attendance:  Garry Guertin, Mick Murphy, Tom Murphy, Ellen & Erwin Dressel, Mark Sand, Rick Silva, Lawrence Nelson, 
Charlie Perrault & Penny Christy 
October meeting on the 20th will be at the police station.  Please park to the side of the building.  Remember to bring 
your 3 8x10 color photos for the calendar contest.  Mick has refreshments,  remember to keep them simple! 
 



COMMON CREW MISTAKES AND MISPERCEPTIONS 
 
Anyone at the top of their field will tell you getting there is hard work but fairly simple: make a plan, follow it, and don’t do 
anything that won’t get you closer to your goal. Top athletes also say to win a game you must first not lose it. Crewing and fly-
ing safety are no different; both require having solid plans and avoiding the most common mistakes and misconceptions that 
plague crews of all experience levels. Every crew can learn to identify and correct these mistakes and spare the unneeded risk, 
work, confusion, and expense they bring. 
Errors that lead to mishaps, injuries, and even accidents tend to begin with poor planning and decisions based on faulty beliefs. 
Many fit into categories of commissions, omissions, inactions, timing errors, degrees of response, and misconceptions. All, 
however, will recur until replaced only with safety-oriented habits and beliefs. Among the most common crew mistakes and 
misconceptions are the following: 

1.   “We’re chasing.” Decide what you’re doing. Dogs chase cats while crews handle aircraft and minimize flight-related 
risks. Are you a reactive and indecisive driver or a skilled and proactive flight manager (NOT micro-manager)? 

2.   “We’re just crew.” It takes crew to get virtually every flight off the ground. Crew outnumber pilots 2 or 3:1 on most 
flights. Without good crew, safety is lacking or compromised. Crew skill can even determine how the best pilot per-
forms on any given flight. 

3.   Crewing is mostly physical. Crewing is a knowledge business – at its best, 80% mental and 20% physical. Well-
guided novice crew can easily outperform a stronger and larger professional crew. 

4.   Lack of guidance. Even with experienced crew, everyone should clearly know who makes decisions and where to go 
for help. Delegate a crew chief prior to set-up and listen for directions; don’t assume you know what to do or how it’s 
done. 

5.   “Passengers need briefings, crew don’t.” Crew need to know what’s expected of them and what to expect from their 
pilot, balloon, and weather. Brief your crew; make your plans, techniques, and desired results known to everyone. 

6.   Not asking questions. Assuming, misunderstanding, or guessing can spell disaster. Ask for clarification or help any 
time you need it, have doubts, or are working with a different pilot or inexperienced crew. Don’t be shy; “stupid ques-
tions” are the ones no one asks.  

7.   Inattention and distraction. Crew can recognize most trouble ahead of time if they know what conditions and cues 
precede it, how to spot them, and what to do. Focus and concentrate; don’t let others or your surroundings distract you 
from tasks and safety. 

8.   Multi-tasking. You are NOT a computer and can only do 3 things well simultaneously by doing one at a time. Desig-
nate separate drivers and navigators whenever possible. Give each task your full attention and finish it completely be-
fore starting another. 

9.   Being unprepared. Always be ready and in place; have what you need and plan on flying until your pilot cancels the 
flight. Stay nearby on weather holds and informed of the latest briefings and decisions. 

10. Unable to stop. Any inflation may be halted at any time BY ANYONE for any reason related to safety. Know who 
and where your pilot and crew chief are, how to signal for help, how to shut the fan off, and how to pull the top out – 
and be ready to perform these actions yourself if needed. Nothing gets a pilot to the basket faster than hearing the fan 
stop. 

11. Your pilot knows what you know. Impossible! Crew outnumber pilots, cover more ground, and have larger visual 
fields with far fewer blind spots. SAY SOMETHING if you SEE SOMETHING that needs attention. What’s obvious 
on the ground – hidden lines, locked gates, livestock – often isn’t obvious from the basket. 

12. Efforts + time spent = results. Results are better yardsticks than sweat, strain, time, or stress. Simply improving your 
technique often lets you accomplish more, faster, and with less effort. Well-timed early input can save countless hours, 
headaches, and crises throughout a flying season. More fun or more work – you decide. 

13. More people = less risk. While extra hands sometimes help, safety comes from technique. Throwing people at a prob-
lem often complicates it and makes you less effective. Learn to rely on yourself and leverage knowledge into informed 
decisions and actions; those extra hands won’t always be around when you need them most. 

14. Waiting for directions. Pilots often rely on your expertise to act without their prompting or direction. Know what 
cues, events, or actions signal you to act and how. Predict events (like landings) and your next 2-3 moves so you can 
be in place when needed. 

15. All offense, no defense. Instead of assuming your decisions and techniques are right, ask what you’ll do if they’re 
wrong just once. Always have guidelines, limits, and contingency plans to get out of any trouble you could get into.  

16. Having no technique or strategy. Reacting to events spells disaster, and being wrong just once can prove deadly. 
Safety demands some things –including crew action – happen perfectly every time. Systematize everything! 

17. Having a single strategy. Have several ready – even if your trusty favorite delivers. What works in calm winds often 

(Continued on page 7) 



(Continued from page 6) 

fails in moderate or stronger winds, and there just might be an easier way to get even better results. Plan B’s are essential 
to safety. 

18. Keeping a poor strategy. If it failed you once, it’ll fail again and at the worst possible moment. Replace or upgrade 
techniques that fail, perform poorly, or give inconsistent results. Constantly look for ways to improve your strategies – 
even when they work well. 

19. Your pilot always commands the balloon. Legally, yes. Operationally, crew are virtual co-pilots by acting as a pilot’s 
eyes, ears, and muscles. Pilots decide what to do; crew skill often determines how or how well that happens. Your pilot 
relies on you to deliver results; take control of any crewing task you have at hand. 

20.  The basket controls the balloon. In the air, yes. Any other time (inflating, deflating, ground handling, tethering), your 
balloon behaves more like a ground-based vehicle. When tied to or touching the ground, it often responds more quickly 
and directly to crew handling (load ring control) than heat input. 

21. Confusing good conditions with skill. Don’t let confidence and calm winds fool you – everyone looks like a pro in 
good conditions. Moderate or marginal conditions will highlight flaws in technique. Learn continuously to expand you 
skills but when in doubt, get out or stay out. 

Any sound familiar? Under certain conditions, many of these may be true. Others have 
become unchallenged assumptions and standard instruction for many crew. Every 
crew member has made these mistakes at one time or another with predictable results: 
injuries of various degrees, damaged equipment/property, and standing by as incidents 
or accidents (the difference is severity and cost) develop and unfold. Crew often un-
knowingly create or compound the very situations they’re there to prevent. All these 
mistakes share one common element: they happen in your head long before anything 
happens with your hands. Beliefs you hold and decisions you make precede every ac-
tion you take, and they often represent the bottom line of flight safety. 
The good news is that safety (like risk) is a function of knowledge, experience, and 
skills. And for every mistake or problem, there’s a solution or guideline. Even the most inexperienced crew can quickly learn 
these and deliver the safety and results expected of the pros. In fact, crew can play an equal or greater role in safety than even 
their pilot – but only with the proper training. Crewing is truly a knowledge business – stay tuned for more of what, when, and 
how to make yourself part of the safety solution.  

CLAS Meeting October 20, 2011 
At Plainville Police Department 

19 Neal Court 
Plainville, CT 06062 

 
Agenda 

1.) CLAS Photo Contest 
 
2.) Treasurer Report 
⇒ Status of Club 
⇒ Status of Bank Accounts 
⇒ Actions to Resolve                                                             
                                                                 
3.) Winter Dinner 
⇒ Location Selection? 
⇒ Tom Crouch to present “Lincolns Air Force”                      
                                                                 
CLAS Safety Seminar  
⇒ Topics 
⇒ What is the status to consider the BFA HACD Board to pre-

sent “How Competition can improve your pilot skills”?  
 
4.) New Items 



CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APP LICATION 
 
 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in and improving the sport of ballooning. Pilots, 
crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are scheduled during the 
months of Jan, Feb, Mar, April, May, June, July,  Sept, Oct, Nov and Dec on the third Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal building at 7:30 
pm. For more information, contact any of the officers listed inside this newsletter. 

CLAS 2011 dues are $20.00 for new and renewing members. 
Newsletter Subscription $ 15 
Pins $ 5. ($3 for members) 
Decals $ 2 ($1 for members) 
Landowner pins (members only) $ 21.90 (15 pins) 
CLAS T-Shirts $ 12. And up-Various Styles (Add $3.00 for shipping) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NAME________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE Home__________________Work_____________________DATE OF BIRTH__________________ 
New member Renewing members 
Single $20____ Single $20____. 
Crew____ Student Pilot____ Private Pilot____. Commercial Pilot ____ 
BFA CAAP: Level __________ BFA PAAP Level__________ FAA WINGS Level______ 
Newsletter only___________ Pin _____Decal_____ Landowner pins _____T-Shirts. (S) ___(M) ___(L) ___ (XL) ___ 
BFA#_______________ Pilot Certificate # ____________________ E-Mail_______________________ 
Make checks payable to and Mail to: CLAS , PO Box 53, Southbury,CT 06488-0053 
The Scoop / CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053  

The Scoop / CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 


