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Land Owner Cards, Not Just for Land Owners  
 
PLEASE remember to handout the CLAS Landowner Cards wherever you land. 
 
If when you land and there was no land owner around be sure to leave a CLAS Land-
owner card at the residence.  When you land at a local business or parking lot you can 
always hand a land owner card to the person or persons that helped you pack up even 
though they do not own the landing site. 
 
Remember the purposes of the cards are to promote CLAS and Hot Air Ballooning. We 
all can make 2011 the best year ever in promoting ballooning in Connecticut and what 
better way than thanking the Landowners that graciously allow us the freedom to use 
their property and that person who generously pitched in to help you and your crew at 
the end of your flight? 



Proper Preflight 

By Alan Sanderson 
In attending various balloon rallies, I have encountered some activities that show some pilots may have missed out on some criti-
cal training, or may have developed some bad habits all by themselves.  I will provide some examples of some of these activities, 
or lack of activity, that I have observed. 

Fueling 

I would normally expect that a balloon pilot has received proper training in safe refueling practices.  I had the opportunity to learn 
that was not the case in a conversation I overheard in the refueling area of a major balloon rally.  The pilot told his crew person to 
close the spit valve (fixed liquid level valve) when he saw liquid coming from it, wait several seconds, then close the service valve.   
 
WRONG! This practice is extremely hazardous, as it causes extra fuel to be packed into the vapor space  in the fuel cylin-
der.  This can cause the cylinder to vent fuel thro ugh the pressure relief valve as the propane warms up. 
 
To properly and safely fill a propane cylinder, you should IMMEDIATELY close the service valve as soon as you see liquid coming 
from the spit valve. Then close the spit valve. This will fill the cylinder with a maximum of 80 percent liquid, allowing space for the 
liquid propane to safely expand inside the cylinder without releasing propane through the pressure relief valve.  

Preflight 
Before inflating a balloon for liftoff, most pilots perform a preflight inspection, which should include a check of the system structure, 
presence of adequate fuel, and operation of the burner and instruments.  A pilot who takes shortcuts in this inspection will eventu-
ally encounter an unpleasant surprise that may result in a hazard to the pilot and passengers in the balloon. 

Preflight Fuel System 
The fuel system preflight and burner test will vary slightly with the fuel system and burner design for your specific balloon system. 
Generally you will check for the following functions: 

1.    Check each cylinder to make sure it is full of fuel. This check should be made before you are on the launch field if you are 
flying with other balloons. Open each spit valve and check for liquid. If the fuel has cooled since you fueled, shake the cyl-
inder until you see liquid to make sure that it is still full. 

2.    Visually check all connections, especially if you have disconnected any part of the fuel system for refueling. Check all fit-
tings for tightness. I am aware of several cases where the pilot light w as lit before the fuel system was pressurized.  
When a fuel valve was opened, a loose fitting spray ed propane in all directions, causing a fire result ing in minor 

to catastrophic damage.  
3.          With no ignition sources in the area, pressurize the fuel system and sniff each fit-
ting to check for leaks. If you smell the propane odorant “rotten garlic” smell, you should 
immediately turn off all fuel valves and check for the source of the leak. You can spray a 
light soap solution or Windex on any suspected joint or valve stem and check for bubbles.  
If you see any bubbles, clean and tighten the joint. 
4.          If you have no leaks, light the pilot light and test fire the burner. Check for full fuel 
flow, proper flame, and rapid flame cutoff when the blast valve is closed. Look for ice on 
any fittings, as it can indicate a leak. 
5. Check for proper fuel flow from each cylinder in the system. A broken dip tube or a 
bad quick-disconnect fitting can restrict or prevent fuel flow. 

Owner Fixes 

If you find a leak, you may be able to repair it in the field. You should carry the following 
items with you: wrenches for the fittings on your system, a clean shop rag, a spray bottle 
of Windex or equivalent, a spray can of silicone spray, and petroleum jelly. 
Use the silicone spray to lubricate quick-disconnect fittings. Use petroleum jelly to lubri-
cate POL fittings and flare fittings, after cleaning any dirt from them. Use the Windex to 
check for leaks after you have attempted to repair them. 

Repair Station Fixes 
If you find a leak in a hose or where the hose is crimped to a fitting, the hose must be re-
placed. A leak around a valve stem or blast valve stem requires valve repair or replace-
ment. If you find a leak in a burner or burner coil, you must take it to a repair station. 
Burner leaks most often occur in double burner crossover valves, blast valves, and coil 
connections. 

Preflight Structure 

Check all connections attaching the uprights to the basket, and the burner to the uprights. 
In one case, a pilot installed some pins through four metal uprights, but only two pins went 
through both the uprights and interface pins. Upon takeoff the basket was hanging at a 
funny angle, and was noticed by a newspaper photographer. The pilot was able to land 
without injury or damage, with some embarrassment from a front-page newspaper story 
with pictures. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF CREWING 

A fter you’ve been crewing for a few years, it’s easy to as-
sume the way you do it is how it’s always been done. 

Nothing could be less true. For 225+ years, crew have quietly yet tire-
lessly done whatever their era has required to keep their pilots and sport 
alive, and that “whatever” has evolved dramatically in the past 50 years 
alone. Taking a larger look at where we’ve come from can offer some per-
spective of our heritage, how the “modern” era came about, and where 
the future may lie. And sometimes the only way to take a step forward is 
by first taking a step back. 
From day one in France, nearly all flights were experimental, military, or 
scientific in nature. Crew for the Montgolfiers’ famous flight rode horse-
back and were unsure even if their passengers would 
be alive on landing (no one knew if there was air 
above the ground, much less if it could sustain life). 
Arriving late after a rough landing, they found the 
rooster with a broken beak and the sheep with an in-
jured hoof. Peasants responded to this never-seen 
devil-sent creation with fear and pitchforks, and bal-
loonists quickly established a champagne tradition to 
protect life and property. For the next 180 years, crew 
input was largely physical and pre-launch in this non-
sport. 
Flash forward to the 1960s when Ed Yost brought the 
fledgling era of sport ballooning to the masses. Ab-
sent were powered fans, crown lines, and tie-offs. 
“Flap” inflations (as long and physical as they sound), 
ground handling nightmares, and running take-offs 
were routine. Despite onboard liquid fuel and under-
powered burners, pilots would preheat envelopes with 
a portable “weed wand.” Flights were loosely organ-
ized with little routine with crew focused on pre-flight 
physical tasks. So began the era of “chasing.”  By the 
mid-1980s, ballooning and crewing began maturing. 
Powered fans and lift-gates cut out the majority of 
physical work required. Velcro-tabbed parachutes re-
placed Velcro-stripped tops, made pre-flight prep sim-
pler and quicker, and gave pilots more handling/
landing options. Tie-offs, crown lines, and tether sys-
tems brought much-needed ground control. Larger 
ride balloons and special shapes entered the scene. Radios made air-to-
ground communication more common. Festivals with dozens or even 
hundreds of balloons appeared annually  nationwide. No one was quite 
sure how many crew a flight required, and crew size began growing. Crew 
driving pick-ups and vans for several thousands pilots nationwide filled a 
still-vague but essential role in flying, and “crewing” became established 
as a separate identity within the “balloonist” label. 
Today’s crew role has grown in reach and responsibility and even evolved 
toward virtual co-piloting. Sharper yet broader pre-flight, in-flight, and 
landing routines better define crewing roles. Passenger waivers, briefings, 
and weather forecasts are no longer exclusively pilot domain. Many com-
petition or commercial crew chiefs complete set-ups, cold inflations, or 
even hot inflations for their pilots – and then do it all in reverse on land-
ing. Vans, SUV’s, and RV’s house dizzying arrays of tech: cell phones 
with internet/camera capability, laptops with real-time weather radar, and 
flight tracking with onboard GPS and navigation systems. No serious 
competition, corporate, or ride pilot can make it without an equally com-
mitted and skilled crew chief/program manager. A century ago, flight 
paths were great unknowns; today’s best pilots regularly score within feet 
or inches from miles out or fly through invisible boxes in the sky. Corpo-
rate sponsors want media-savvy crew and logo-wrapped vans creating 
brand awareness to festival audiences of millions – and virtual audiences 
with no delay for editing. Thousands of crew – but often only one or two 
per flight - have helped bring pure flight to the masses; over 200,000 pas-

sengers fly safely each year in the US alone. At many times, pilot and crew 
roles seem indistinguishable.    
A precise future of crewing isn’t clear, but trends driving its accelerating 
evolution are. While there’s no substitute for muscle, crew increasingly 
leverage brains over brawn and do more with less, more precisely, and 
faster. A decade ago, six crew would fight to safely ground handle a 105 
in 10-12 knots; today, a skilled crew chief can routinely achieve this alone 
using various crown line techniques. Plotting flight paths – even without 
electronics – means crew can offer landing assistance to greatly enhance 
flight safety. Crewing in the future will require more skill and understand-
ing of equipment, flight environment, technology, and human behavior 
than ever before or imagined.  
Some aspects of crewing, however, have not evolved as fast or at all. 
Crew haven’t received federal recognition – nor should they - because we 
are not onboard the balloon, and that’s fine. Our sport, however, has yet 
to standardize or even legitimize crew roles and skills in any way. The 

name “chase crew” still connotes passively 
following during a flight rather than actively 
and proactively assisting. Mis-prioritized elec-
tronics - useful though not necessary - have 
become distracting.  Balloons are not IFR 
aircraft, and while it’s great you know within 
3’ where on earth you are, the sad fact is most 
crew can’t save their pilot’s/passengers’ lives 
when they hit the power line across the street. 
Crew input remains mostly pre-flight when 
five decades of data show 80% of accidents 
and injuries occur on landing where crew 
have no expected role or task. No more dec-
ades of wallowing; it’s time to choose a new 
crew role which protects passengers on land-
ing over a cherished tradition of “chasing” 
behind the balloon. Sometimes letting go is 
the best way to get a grip. 
Auto racing has successfully used this evolu-
tionary challenge to its advantage by embrac-
ing it. Compare footage of Indy or NASCAR 
races from 25 years ago to those from this 
summer. Sure, the victory goes to the driver, 
but races are won or lost where? In the pits. 
Who’s in the pits? CREW! Both leagues have 
strict protocol for all crew members. Crew 

chiefs with numerous real-time data feeds strate-
gize, make tactical decisions, and coordinate en-

tire teams. Crew members have roles and tasks they specifically train for. 
Remote spotters guide drivers through traffic and wrecks for safety and 
rankings, and such messages are considered essential guidance instead of 
challenges to authority. Radios keep everyone on the same page. Net-
works film, time, and broadcast crew performance as race developments. 
Teams review their performances. Crews train and compete with each 
other between races to continually improve everyone’s game. Auto racing 
gets it, and the whole sport has risen by its recognition of their crews’ es-
sential roles. 
As you drive up to your launch site on your next flight, take a moment to 
consider where ballooning has been and how your role has evolved. You 
are the modern generation of a 225-year tradition that has helped shape 
our sport and world. More than 20,000 crew nationwide and 100,000 
worldwide share your passion and commitment to flying.  Your equip-
ment and techniques are legacies from thousands of balloonists entrusted 
to you for both preservation and improvement. Your crewing contribu-
tions reach far beyond the safety, commercial, and entertainment values 
of your next flight; they truly touch the future. Ballooning needs your best 
efforts to survive and thrive for the next 225 years. Neither a pilot’s cer-
tificate nor a balloon is required to make this sport better (I have neither). 
All it takes is the burning desire to leave something better than you found 
it. No contribution is too small; start thinking how you can make your 
crewing, flights, and this sport better! 
 

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon Crewing Essentials”  

Connie Wolf’s Balloon   
Photo Credit Mike Fairbanks 



CLAS Agenda: 3-17-2011 
 

Call to order at 7:30 pm by Mick Murphy, Pres 
               Members in attendance signed in on sheet.  18 total 
 

Minutes of last month’s meeting were read in the ‘Scoop’. 
               (Motion to accept last month’s minutes by Garry, seconded by Tony.   
               Vote to accept was taken, no comments made. 
Officer’s reports: 
               Treasurer, Penny gave a report.  Balance in checking, $6417.99 with $6000.00 in the three CD’s.  
The CD’s will be coming due in April, July & Sept.  Because of the very low interest rate, they will all be 
cashed at the same time and monies put into the checking account.  A new bank will be researched and the 
checking account will be transferred. 

Committee Reports: 

Sunshine: Tony stated that Polly Lasher is undergoing chemo and we should send her cards of encouragement. 
 

BFA: still time to sign up for the national convention in Iowa on April 8-10th. Balloon registration, do not do early as you will lose the time at next 
go round. 
 

Education: 
April 28 th, Bob Redinger to speak on “Hoping to help make ballooning safer through better understanding of weather phenomena” 
May 7th:  Yes, a Saturday, Bill Meadows, “Perfect inflation, live demo in Bethlehem. 
June 16th: Brainard Airport Tower Tour/Class ‘D’ air space. 
Sept 15th: Tom Crouch, Senior Curator of Aeronautics Smithsonian will be held at the CT Air Museum. 
TBA:  Fire extinguisher practice TBA. 
 

Competition: Discussed the visibility of the target.  We will use the target again with additional feedback before any changes are made. Baggies 
will cost $5 for replacements. 
 

Nomination committee:  will handle the crew awards for the winter dinner. As well as needed officers. 
 

Audi t: completed, all in balance. 

Winter Dinner:  no meeting 
 

Safety seminar: Penny gave a final tally of attendance; every one gave it high scores. Randy & Gordon came out on top.  Personal stories added 
interest.  Location of  the food was good, chairs comfortable.  Downer was the projector overheating. 
Also the Skype presentation was not as good as the DVD. We received the BFA sanction for the presentations.  Suggestions for next seminar: 
check lists, History of ballooning, Accidents with details. 
 

Old Business:  All mail should be going through the P.O. Box, #53. Need for a room change, we have out grown this room.  Not enough seating 
for those in attendance.  The possibility of going back to the police station but not parking near their door.   
Other options will be moving to the 4th Thursday and using the room upstairs.     Aprils meeting will be in the chamber room upstairs.   
Club lap top purchase tabled till the May meeting.  Possibility of borrowing one for use. Steering Committee should be the officers and one mem-
ber from each committee.  To meet several times a year to get things moving forward.  This idea will be discussed at  
 

New Business: Budget:   
Keeping the membership dues at $20 with $5 additional for family.  Possibility of 72 members, Newsletter free to all on line. 
Fees for non-members for educational programs. Calendars @ $7 each. Fly out breakfast’s charge of $5 with club covering the balance. 
All educational programs to be advertized in the ‘Reflector”, ‘Fast Blast’, BFA and AOPA. 
Motion to approve the proposed budget was made, seconded and approved by all in attendance. 
Calendar of events to be published monthly in the ‘Scoop’ with an updated one each month.  This will be a half sheet, vertical, or easy of posting. 
There is a possibility of losing our non-profit status with the new state budget. 
Attendance:  Jeanne & Dan Decker, Rick Silva, Mark Sand, Tony Roswell, Mick Murphy, Garry Guertin, Libby Richardson, Daryl & Cindy 
Smith, Tom Murphy, Jack Perry, Erwin & Ellen Dressel, Penny Christy, Terry Rollinson, Kevin Brielmann, & Charlie Perreault   



(Continued from page 3) 

Make sure all suspension cables are properly connected cara-
biners or pins are connected, and all vent lines are tied to the 
basket.  Make sure that a tie-off is connected to the chase vehi-
cle (NOT the trailer). 

Preflight Envelope 
We have performed several fabric repairs resulting from at-
tempts to install parachute valves. In all cases someone pulled 
on a line or fabric hard enough to tear a panel.  Once the enve-
lope has a partial cold pack, check all lines and cables near the 
throat for twists or tangles. Also check the valve rigging to make 
sure it is not fouled or wrapped around fabric. If it is fouled, care-
fully walk under the envelope and try to spread the fabric. If you 
pull hard, you could tear fabric where the lines are fouled. If you 
are unable to easily untangle things, stop the fan, take your 
shoes off, and go inside the envelope and straighten it out. 
 

If you take your time, pay attention to what you are doing, and 
perform all the required steps, you can save money on repairs 
while you enhance the safety of your flight for you and your pas-
sengers. Rushing and skipping critical steps can lead to expen-
sive balloon damage or to life-
threatening conditions for yourself, 
your crew, and your passengers. 
Think about what you are doing, 
and do the right things. It takes less 
time to do the job right the first 
time, than to recover from doing it 
wrong. 
 
Alan Sanderson is the owner operator 
of Lindan Hot Air Service Center in 
Albany Oregon, and has provided a 
series of five articles that he has given 
CLAS the permission to print in the 
Scoop! 

PART II: 
Avoiding a Claim and/or Submitting an In-

surance Claim 
 

By: Beth Miller 
IMC Balloon Agency 

 

Avoiding a Claim: 
Protect yourself , your family and your assets by 
consistently using a Passenger Waiver and a writ-
ten Pre-Fight Briefing.  A brief explanation of 
each of these documents may further your under-
standing of the value of their consistent use. 
A Passenger Waiver or Release should be a legal 
document (created and/or reviewed by an attor-
ney within your own state).  The Waiver should 
be signed by each person (ONE PER PERSON).  
This legal document should be presented in a 
professional manner – no jokes..no excuses, etc.  
Remember, the presentation may be as impor-
tant as the document itself!  A Waiver should be 
signed by each passenger and each crew (if it is 
your regular crew, once a year is fine).  These 
document should be kept by  you for a minimum 
of four to seven years, or within your state’s indi-
vidual ‘statue of limitation’ (many attorneys will 
advise to keep them forever!). 
The written Pre-Flight Briefing is not a docu-
ment created by an attorney, it is exactly what 
you normally (verbally) review prior to your 
flight, with the exception that it is written with a 
disclaimer ( “I have heard ‘Joe the Pilot” thor-
oughly explain the above, understand and have 
no questions…yada …yada”..) and includes sig-
nature of everyone – passengers, crew, pilot.   
The Pre-Flight  Briefing is one sheet of paper 
per flight.  The Pre-Flight Briefing is then kept 
with all of the Waivers to document that flight.  
You now not only have documentation for each 
person, you have a documentation of all wit-
nesses.  
The use of  these documents do not automati-
cally guarantee salvation from lawsuits or negli-
gence, they just make it harder for nuisence 
claims.  In addition, these documents show that 
you have taken responsibility in advising your 
crew and passengers of the risks involved in this 
sport.  Plus, you have done all that is possible 

to protect your self and your team.  
 
Overweight, Older or Passengers with Medi-
cal Issues: 
‘Entering and exiting’  the gondola without assis-
tance may be an ideal way to ‘refuse’ passengers 
(for their own safety) that you may feel at risk to 
fly.  This is valid only if you are consistent and 
make it a mandatory procedure for all passen-
gers to be able to ‘enter and exit’ a gondola with-
out assistance.   Pilot/crew must be present to 
‘catch’ or ‘spot’ the passenger as the passengers 
perform this exercise several times after  observ-
ing the pilot or crew’s correct procedure and 
should be done with just the gondola prior to 
inflation of the balloon.  This requirement alone 
may exclude a certain amount of this high risk 
passengers.  It is important that the passenger 
realize that this is a required procedure for their 
personal safety.  If an emergency landing is tak-
ing place, the pilot (you) have your hands full 
with the balloon itself and must rely on the pas-
senger to exit immediately on your command.  
YOU may not be able to have crew available to 
assist,  or to remove your focus from the stabili-
zation of your aircraft to assist the passenger’s 
safe exit.   
You, as PIC, may place other mandatory safety 
procedures for (again) all passengers to success-
fully ‘qualify’ for a balloon flight (as we are all 
aware,  not everyone can or should ride in a hot 
air balloon).  YOU, as Pilot-in-Command, con-
trol whether or not you fly.  It is your balloon, 
and you are the expert; and in most cases,  the 
owner of the balloon (and insurance).  Your final 
decision for flight (or lack thereof) can rest on 
many different conditions( ie- weather condi-
tions,  aircraft or your ‘gut’ feelings, etc).  No one 
can force you to either fly a person, or fly your 
balloon.  One of the most frequent complaints 
we hear concern sponsors or passengers assigned 
by events or rallies.  The pilot may take one look 
and think the risk of flying this person is more 
than the Pilot wants to assume.  You, as the Pi-
lot, have to be very careful to avoid a 
‘discrimination’ issue, this can be alleviated by 
your consistent requirements by everyone 

interested in crewing or riding in your air-
craft - based on safety factors.  

Submitting an Insurance Claim 
YES,  “Bad things can happen to good pi-
lots”….. 
OK…claims (ie: incidents, losses damage, inju-
ries, fraudulent lawsuits, etc)   
DO happen.  Now….. what do you do??  

CALL YOUR AGENT.   
This is the single most important rule to follow.  
No matter whether you have witnessed damage 
to persons, animals,  or property – or just have 
someone say something of concern to you (or 
your crew).  IMC’s coverage does not reflect any 
surcharge, unless money is paid out on behalf of 
the claim (to the claimant, property damage, hull 
coverage or defense – etc).  Notes are placed in 
your file, indicating that you have discussed the 
situation (and your options) with your agent.  
Plus, you have followed through with your re-
sponsibility as “The Insured”  in regards to the 
insurance contract agreement, reporting this 
questionable situation.  The final decision to sub-
mit the claim is up to the insured.  No one can 
submit a claim on your behalf (unless you are 
incapacitated).  However, if a claimant contacts 
us or a lawsuit is received, we will contact you 
and advise accordingly. 
Protect yourself by using the above suggested 
documents and procedures, plus taking pictures,  
collecting eye witness accounts, police reports, 
etc.  Please note:  IMC does NOT contact the 
FAA, NASA or the NTSB (or any other Federal 
agency) – this type of report is totally up the Pi-
lot-in-Command.   
IMC does have a Balloon Accident Report Form 
that accompanies each issued coverage and is 
available on our website (www.imcins.com).  
This form is required to be completed for any 
incident, and  we recommend completion while 
the details of the incident are ‘fresh’ in your (and 
your witness’s) minds..   
IMC, also, recommends that you do not contact 
the claimant.  This action could admit liability 
on your behalf, allow our professionals to make 

(Continued on page 10) 



Albatross History  
by Bob Ryan  
 
The Air Rescue Museum based in Tucson Arizona is re-
storing to full flying condition a Grumman HU-16B Alba-
tross aircraft.  The first flight is planned for March 2011. 
 

The theme and driving force for this restoration project 
has been: 
 

“This old aircraft has spent its working life savin g 
lives and now a group of old aviation enthusiasts a re on a mission to save it!” 
 

The whole restoration team realise that there is a very human story to be told of the history and restoration 
of this remarkable aircraft.  This is not a war plane...this is a plane to whom many alive now owe their lives  
                                                                                                      

It really started because of my Dad, and his 30 years as a pilot in the USAF, 20 of the years were with the USAF Air 
Rescue Service. He flew B17’s in WWII; his last 20 years were with the USAF flying helicopters and the Albatross. My 
21 year old son, also a commercial pilot, is checked out on the Albatross as co-pilot, and will go for his Type Rating 
later this year, thus making three generations of Albatross pilots. 
          

The Albatross we have is 51-0019. MSN 092. The airplane also has some parts’ donated’ from 51-0016. It was manu-
factured in October 1951 and delivered to the USAF in December of that year. The fuselage was built (I think!) in 

Evansville, Indiana and the airplane was assembled in Bethpage, NY. 
 

It was first delivered to the 2156th Air Rescue Sqdn at Macdill AFB, 
Florida. It spent time in Morocco, and several years in the Pacific at 
Kadena AB and Naha, Okinawa and at Clark AB, Philippines. It fin-
ished its USAF service with the Rhode Island Air National Guard. 
 

From RI it went to ‘the boneyard’ at Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ. It was 
resurrected and passed through several legal firms as owners before it 
showed up in the Philippine Air Force. There is some very strange pa-
perwork associated with that period!  
It flew in the Philippine Air Force for only a short time, and then was 
sold to a private company in the Philippines. 
 

The story gets even more interesting from there. 
 
We found it in Tainan, Taiwan, where it had sat for over 17 years. It ap-

pears that when Ferdinand Marcos was deposed his buddies used the Alba-
tross to escape from the Philippines with suitcases full of cash and boxes of 
gold bars. That was the story we heard and it would fit the circumstances. 
They left the airplane there in Taiwan. An old Taiwanese man ended up 
owning it, when he died his daughter just wanted to get rid of it. So we took it 
off her hands. 
 

We brought it back to its own restoration compound next to ‘the boneyard’ at 
Davis-Monthan, AZ. Since 2003 we have gradually fixed various problems, 
corrosion and other damage to the hull, some minor corrosion in the wing. 
We have overhauled and rebuilt most of the moving parts, including the en-
gines and propellers. 
 

(Continued on page 8) 
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(Continued from page 7) 

Now, in March 2011 it is very close to making its first 
flight after sitting for over 20 years. 
 

Northrop-Grumman has kindly agreed to paint it in its 
original USAF colours, circa 1950’s. The interior will 
also be restored as it was in Air Rescue Service, with 
shelves, Navigation table, seats and litters.               

There were 464 Albatrosses built. Some were built for 
the US Navy/Coast Guard, but 302 (2/3rds of the total) 
were for the USAF, as was this one. 

 

Bob Ryan 

Editor’s Note:  I am sure you are wondering how this article is 
balloon related, well it was sent to me by fellow balloonist 
Brian Smith, who is the Director of Communications for the Air Res-
cue Museum.  

Brian is a retired airline Training Captain with British Airways. During 
WWII Brian’s elder brother, Johnnie was a coxswain on the Royal 
Air Force Air Sea Rescue Service’s high speed launches. Their job 
was to pick-up downed airmen in the English Channel, both German 
and allied. Brian was also the Flight Controller for the first balloon to 
fly non-stop round the world and for David Hempleman-Adams flight 
to the North Pole and over the North-West Passage.   
For more information visit 
 

www.airrescuemuseum.org/aircraft.htm  

P hoto : Jordan  R yan (Bob 's son) John Stipetich, B ob 
R yan, B rian Sm ith , C huck W ootan. P hoto  taken by 
M ajor - G enera l D on Shepperd U SA F  R et'd 

With gas expected to reach $5 per gallon by summer,  
these tips that I received from a friend might come in handy. 

   

TIPS ON PUMPING GAS  
I don't know what you guys are paying for gasoline.... but here in Cali-
fornia we are paying up to $3.75 to $4.10 per gallon. My line of work is 
in petroleum for about 31 years now, so here are some tricks to get 
more of your money's worth for every gallon:  
   

Here at the Kinder Morgan Pipeline where I work in San Jose, CA we 
deliver about 4 million gallons in a 24-hour period thru the pipeline.. 
One day is diesel the next day is jet fuel, and gasoline, regular and pre-
mium grades. We have 34-storage tanks here with a total 
capacity of 16,800,000 gallons.  
   

Only buy or fill up your car or truck in the early 
morning when the ground temperature is still 
cold. Remember that all service stations have 
their storage tanks buried below ground. The 
colder the ground the more dense the gaso-
line, when it gets warmer gasoline expands, 
so buying in the afternoon or in the eve-
ning....your gallon is not exactly a gallon. In 
the petroleum business, the specific gravity 
and the temperature of the gasoline, diesel and jet fuel, 
ethanol and other petroleum products plays an important role.  
   

A 1-degree rise in temperature is a big deal for this business. But the 
service stations do not have temperature compensation at the pumps.  
   

When you're filling up do not squeeze the trigger of the nozzle to a fast 
mode If you look you will see that the trigger has three (3) stages: low, 
middle, and high. You should be pumping on low mode, thereby mini-
mizing the vapors that are created while you are pumping. All hoses at 

the pump have a vapor return. If you are pumping on the fast rate, some 
of the liquid that goes to your tank becomes vapor. Those vapors are 
being sucked up and back into the underground storage tank so you're 
getting less worth for your money.  
   

One of the most important tips is to fill up when your gas tank is HALF 
FULL. The reason for this is the more gas you have in your tank the less 
air occupying its empty space. Gasoline evaporates faster than you can 
imagine. Gasoline storage tanks have an internal floating roof. This roof 
serves as zero clearance between the gas and the atmosphere, so it mini-
mizes the evaporation. Unlike service stations, here where I work, every 

truck that we load is temperature compensated so that every gal-
lon is actually the exact amount.  

   

Another reminder, if there is a gasoline truck pumping 
into the storage tanks when you stop to buy gas, DO 
NOT fill up; most likely the gasoline is being stirred 
up as the gas is being delivered, and you might 
pick up some of the dirt that normally settles on 
the bottom.  
To have an impact, we need to reach literally mil-
lions of gas buyers. It's really simple to do.  
   

I'm sending this note to about thirty people. If 
each of you send it to at least ten more (30 x 10 = 300)...and those 

300 send it to at least ten more (300 x 10 = 3,000) and so on, by the 
time the message reaches the sixth generation of people, we will have 
reached over THREE MILLION consumers !!!!!!! If those three million 
get excited and pass this on to ten friends each, then 30 million people 
will have been contacted!   
If It goes one level further, you guessed it.… 
. THREE HUNDRED MILLION PEOPLE!!!  

Brian Smith 



The Magnificent  Journey  
 

by Bruce Comstock 
 

In about 1967, when I was a graduate stu-
dent at the University of Michigan, my 
wife’s mother gave us a copy of the book 
describing British gas balloonist Anthony 
Smith’s adventures flying a hydrogen bal-
loon across part of Africa.  This was my in-
troduction to ballooning.  I read this book in 
awe of what it must be like to fly this way. 

Sometime not long after, one day as I was 
mowing my lawn I saw a hot air balloon 
float by above the hill behind our house in 
Ann Arbor.  I grabbed my wife Tucker, and 
we chased after this balloon until it landed.  
This is how we met Bill Grabb, who it 
turned out was making the first flight of his 
new balloon back home in Ann Arbor.  Af-
ter this, I tracked down information on three 
companies that were making balloons.  
From these I learned that balloons cost 
way more than a graduate student could 
afford, and that there was nobody within 
600 miles who could teach to me fly any-
way. 

In the spring of 1970, we stumbled onto a 
guy doing $5 helicopter rides at a local car-
nival.  I didn’t like all the noise and vibra-
tion, but flying low over the trees on the 
short flight made me wonder what it would 
like to be there in a balloon basket.  By 
1970 I was gainfully employed and could 
afford ballooning.  I did a bit more research 
and discovered that there was guy a mere 
50 miles from me who could instruct me.  
He had been flying balloons for a year al-
ready.  This was Denny Floden, who, with 
a small amount of help from Frank 
Pritchard, gave me a really good start as a 
balloon pilot.  Several months after my first 
flight I was regularly flying my new balloon 
from the large lawn across the street from 
our house in Ann Arbor. 

In those early years we flew every chance 
we got.  The late sunsets where we lived 
on the western edge of the time zone al-
lowed us to fly on weekday evenings after 
work.  In June and most of July we could 
come home from work, have dinner, and 
then go out and fly for an hour or more.  
Before and after this period, we would eat 
dinner on the fly, as it were. We learned 
where all the Dairy Queens were, and got 
good at landing within quick driving dis-
tance of the nearest one.  On weekends 
we would fly both morning and evening.  
On weekend mornings our flights were 
usually followed by breakfast with the 
whole gang at a homey restaurant in some 
small town near the landing, or back at 
home.  Our flying area included a string of 
small lakes and wooded hills left by the 
passage of an ancient glacier, with areas of 
farm fields and small woods on both sides 
of this.  So, despite the relative flatness of 
southeast Michigan, the countryside was 

beautiful.   

In the summer of 1971, I signed up to com-
pete in the U.S. National Hot Air Balloon 
Championship – the first to be held com-
pletely in Warren County, Iowa.  Compet-
ing in the Nationals was pretty exciting, and 
I worked hard to do my very best.  I won 
the very first task I ever flew, which was a 
barograph altitude control task.  I finished 
third in the judge declared goal task, and 
fifth in a hare and hound task, placing 
fourth overall in the Nationals.  I thought 
this was pretty good, but later I concluded 
that many of the pilots were there just to 
enjoy the flying and socializing and were 
only half heartedly trying to do well in the 
tasks.  Nonetheless, my great start in com-
petition gave me a lot of positive feedback.  
From then on in competition I rode the 
crest of a wave.  I had been in the right 
place at the right time, and with some effort 
I was able to stay a step or two ahead of 
most others for long time after.  I rode this 
wave pretty effectively for about 20 years, 
winning six National Championships and a 
World Championship, in addition to quite a 
few “almosts” in both events along the way. 

I want to note that all six Nationals I won 
were here in Indianola, and that each sum-
mer Tucker, daughter Courtney, our crew 
friends, and I very much looked forward to 
returning to Indianola for the Nationals.  
Part of my heart is here.  I have missed 
both the people and the beautiful country-
side of this area since the National Cham-
pionship moved on. 

What many didn’t realize is that, for me, 
competition was only a small part of bal-
looning.  Late each spring I would use two 
or three weekend events to get back up to 
speed competing.  Then I would fly in the 
Nationals.  The rest of my ballooning was 
recreational flying.  Even later, when we 
were manufacturing balloons, I jealously 
protected my flying from becoming com-
mercial.  That was a good decision, and I 
feel lucky to have been able to do that.  In 
1972, with our friend David Schaffer, we 
created in our basement the country’s first 
FAA certificated balloon repair facility, 
Aerofixica, Inc.  David had designed and 
built his own balloon and was living in our 
basement at the time.  We got a lot of good 
experience working on balloons through 
this venture.  Around 1980 we got inter-
ested in solar ballooning and built what 
was in effect the first Cameron A-210.  We 
never did fly the balloon solely on the heat 
of the sun, but I remember at least one 
evening flight at 8,000 feet above sea level 
when two of us flew on only two gallons per 
hour, so we were close.  The incredible 
performance of this all black balloon when 
it was lightly loaded in bright sun led to 
thoughts of world duration and distance re-
cords.  By then Ed Chapman, a prior bal-

looning student of mine, had flown a hot air 
balloon for something like 16 hours.  I real-
ized that, on the right day, we could fly our 
A-210 for 24 hours.  So we set out to do 
this.  The day turned out to be the longest 
day of the year, and David Schaffer and I 
made the first ever 24 hour hot air balloon 
flight.  That was pretty cool!  In December 
of that year, Jeff VanAlstine and I flew the 
same balloon almost 500 miles, from 
Anderson, Indiana to 20 miles south of Ra-
leigh, North Carolina.  That was the longest 
distance ever hot air balloon flight.  That 
was also pretty cool! 

Finally winning a World Hot Air Balloon 
Championship in 1981 left me and Tucker 
wondering what to do next.  Our friend Don 
Cameron was pushing us towards manu-
facturing Cameron balloons in the U.S.  We 
learned years later that Don had thought 
we had been thinking of manufacturing our 
own design of balloon, which was not the 
case.  We were already the U.S. importer 
and distributor for Cameron, so manufac-
turing Camerons in the U.S. seemed a logi-
cal step.  Within a couple years we were 
manufacturing in full swing.  In several of 
the years in the mid 80s we delivered more 
balloons to the U.S. market than any other 
company.  Ballooning got even more enter-
taining for me after I left running Cameron 
in 1994.  One thing that happened is that 
some guy by the name of Steve Fossett 
phoned me and said he was going to fly 
the Atlantic and needed one of the autopi-
lots I had built.  Who the heck was this guy 
anyway?  Well, it turned out he was going 
to fly the Atlantic in a Roziere balloon with 
my friend Tim Cole, of ammonia ballooning 
fame.  Eventually Tim talked me into build-
ing Steve one of my early balloon autopi-
lots, which I considered toys.  In any case, 
I went and helped launch Steve and Tim 
from St. Johns, Newfoundland, and that led 
to a number of years of me and Nick Saum 
preparing the balloon system and launch-
ing Steve on round the world attempts from 
Seoul, Korea; Rapid City, South Dakota; 
and St. Louis, Missouri. 
 

After Steve flew the Pacific with the “toy” 
autopilot I had built for his Atlantic flight, I 
talked him into letting me design and build 
a good, reliable autopilot for his future 
flights.  Given my apparent lack of qualifi-
cations to this, I have always been espe-
cially grateful to Steve for being either fool-
ish enough or wise enough to trust that I 
could actually do this.  Before Steve’s next 
flight he had two very reliable balloon auto-
pilots which he named the “Comstock 
Autopilot”.  Steve used these on all his fu-
ture flights, including his successful solo 
circumnavigation of the earth.  The autopi-
lots and other equipment I had designed 

(Continued on page 10) 



(Continued from page 6) 
 

any contact. Remember, if the company re-
ceives the claim, contacts the claimant and 
nothing is paid, you are not surcharged for 
the information received! 
If you decide to pay for any damages or medi-
cal treatment or try and resolve your own 
claim, the company will not reimburse you for 
monies spent.  You still need to call and re-
port this to your insurance, just in case an at-
torney gets involved, demand for further 
monies or etc.  IMC does not recommend 
trying to resolve your own claims…that is the 
reason that you have paid for insurance!  Let 
us do our job and protect you! 

WANTED 
 

Volunteers, preferably people who are not involved with com-
peting, needed to assist the competition committee. Duties 
would include sign in sheets, managing baggies and targets 
and coordinating other volunteers needed to run the clubs 
competition events. Must be able to be at competition events 
1/2 hour before sunrise and help coordinate tasks to be 
flown. This person would be instrumental in helping the club 
enhance its competition events and tasks.   
 
Contact  the competition committee if your interested! 

(Continued from page 9)  

for him ended up on display with his cap-
sule for several years at the National Air 
and Space Museum.  That was definitely 
cool!  Along the way, others have used my 
autopilots in setting many world records 
and making other “epic voyages”.  Inter-
spersed amongst the Fossett launches and 
designing, building, and testing balloon 
autopilots I made a few other interesting 
flights.    In early 1993, during the cold and 
dark Michigan winter weather, I was sitting 
at my kitchen table looking through some 
old Ballooning magazines.  I ended up 
reading the accounts of several years of 
the BFA Long Jump competition, thinking “I 
know how to do this”.  I decided to make a 
Long Jump flight, and that it would be both 
my first and my last.  The timing made it 
too late to do it that winter, so I planned 
and prepared for a flight in the winter of 
1993-94.  I got lucky, and a great weather 
situation came along.  It did require driving 
600 miles to be at the right place to launch 
into the best conditions, but the flight 
ended up being 645 miles.  This was more 
than twice as far as any Long Jump to that 
date.  It was almost ten years later before 
that was exceeded, despite my having writ-
ten, lectured, and consulted on how to 
outdo it.  Renown balloon meteorologist 
Lou Billones later told me that the weather 
system I had hooked into for that flight was 
extraordinary -- another piece of good for-
tune. 

In 1995, Ed Heltshe from eastern Pennsyl-
vania bought Steve’s Atlantic Roziere bal-
loon envelope and asked me to fly with him 
from Aspen, Colorado to the eastern part of 
the U.S.  He would pay for everything and I 
would orchestrate the flight.  No sooner 
had I agreed than Ed named this the 

“Aspen to Atlantic” flight, putting a fair 
amount of pressure on me to orchestrate a 
great flight.  In any case, I cobbled together 
a balloon with a partitioned hot air ride bas-
ket and all the appropriate equipment, and 
Ed and I flew it 1,520 miles from Aspen to 
Altoona, Pennsylvania in early October.  
Neither of us had ever flown a Roziere bal-
loon before.  I had never flown over big 
mountains. Ed had never flown in any kind 
of gas balloon.  It turned out that the right 
launch situation presented itself at sunset 
on a Friday, so Ed and I flew over the nas-
tiest mountains in the lower 48 in the dark.  
We landed a couple hours after sunset on 
Monday morning, so I have always called 
this just a weekend pleasure flight.  Pretty 
cool, nonetheless!  During this flight I 
tested the new autopilot.  In fact, on the 
last night of the flight I fired up the autopilot 
at 11,807 feet above sea level, briefed Ed 
about both it and airspace considerations, 
and went to sleep for six hours.  When I 
awoke at first light we were still at 11,807 
feet, and Ed told me of having watched 
Pittsburgh and Three Rivers Stadium slide 
by to our north during the night.  Nifty!  

Another interesting flight was precipitated 
by the International Aeronautic Federation 
having established the ballooning badge 
system.  The highest level of this program 
is the gold badge with diamonds for each 
of distance, duration, competition flight ac-
curacy, and altitude.  I realized that all I 
had not already done was the diamond alti-
tude flight.  So I set out to fly to 9,000 me-
ters above sea level, or just under 30,000 
feet.  With a Cameron N-105 generously 
loaned to me by Tucker and Cameron Bal-
loons U S, and with other necessary equip-
ment loaned by various ballooning friends, 
I flew to about 30,700 feet above sea level.  
The only negative to this flight was that the 
helmet Ed Chapman had loaned me to ac-

commodate the oxygen equipment he had 
also loaned me was a size too small.  
Gosh, it was great to take that helmet off 
after I got back down to about 10,000 feet 
on the way down.  And I was proud to have 
done the diamond distance and duration 
flights the hard way – using a hot air bal-
loon instead of a gas balloon. 

In 1997, a famous paleoclimatologist en-
gaged me to design and build and balloon 
to fly ice core samples off high mountains 
where very old ice exists in the craters of 
extinct volcanoes.  This led to me design-
ing and orchestrating the construction of a 
large hot air balloon envelope that could be 
broken down into pieces that each weighed 
little enough to be carried up a 20,000 plus 
foot mountain by a porter.  Unfortunately, 
an El Niño developed that year and re-
sulted in unusually strong winds atop the 
21,400 foot mountain, so we were never 
able to actually fly ice down using the bal-
loon.  The six weeks on the altiplano in Bo-
livia did include some great adventures, 
though, including participating in the cere-
monial sacrifice of a pure white llama to the 
god of the mountain. 

In summary, then, many years ago I just 
happened to be in the right place at the 
right time.  I stumbled into this wonderful 
thing we call ballooning and started on 
what has turned out to be a long, magnifi-
cent journey.  I think I have been as much 
a passenger as a pilot on this journey.  I 
did not so much do great things as I got to 
do great things.  These are things most of 
you might have done in similar circum-
stances.  for having grasped ballooning 
when it revealed itself to us, and thereby 
having the indescribably wonderful kinds 
experiences that only ballooning can pro-
vide.  
 
Thank you again. Bruce 



2011 CLAS Schedule of Events  
Last Updated 3/20/13  

April  4/21/2011 CLAS Meeting 
4/21/2011 Education: Bob Redinger 

presents “Hoping to make 
ballooning safer through 
better understanding of 
weather phenomena.” see 
page 8 for more informa-
tion. 

May 5/7/2011 Bill Meadows will present 
hands on demonstration of 
the perfect inflation, slide 
show presentation and si-
lent auction. 

 5/19/2011 CLAS Educational Meeting 
Tom Smith followed by 
Business Meeting 

June 6/4/2011 Marsha Treacy, will present 
hands on tether presenta-
tion and slide show.  

 6/16/2011 Hartford-Brainard (HFD) 
Tower Tour, review of 
CLAS D airspace and radio 
communications. 

July 7/21/2011 CLAS Meeting 

August  8/20/2011 CLAS Picnic 

8/26-28/2011 Plainville Balloon Festival 
September  9/15/2011 Tom Crouch Senior Curator 

of Aeronautics at the Smith-
sonian Institution will pre-
sent a special presentation 
to CLAS at the New Eng-
land Air Museum. 

 9/22-24/2011 AOPA Aviation Summit in 
Hartford CT, CLAS is cur-
rently working with AOPA 
to perform Balloon Glow 
and also potential. 

October 10/20/2011 CLAS Meeting 

November 11/17/2011 CLAS Meeting 

December 12/10/2011 Santa Fly Out - Aqua Turf 
 12/15/2011 CLAS Holiday Celebration 

January 1/14/2012 Freeze Your Bums Flight 

 1/19/2012 CLAS Meeting 

 1/28/2012 CLAS Winter Dinner 

Did you know that...? 
 

Using a cell phone during a flight may 

effect your wireless envelope  

temperature reading. 
 

What do you want to 

know ? 
( Send your question to gguertin@cox.net 

and a response will be provided in the next 

Scoop edition ) 

Last Month's Questions: 
 

THE PIONEER DAYS OF HOT AIR BALLOONING  
By Thomas H. Smith 

 
Is about modern day propane fired hot air ballooning. It 
touches on the subjects of early equipment, technology, 
ceremonies, rallies and identifies many of the people who 
flew in and around the northeastern part of the United 
States from the 1960s into the 1980s. It also includes 
some of the author's autobiographical memoirs of his per-
sonal events and experiences.  

About the Author, he began 
flying hot air balloons in the 
early 1970s, less than a dec-
ade after they became com-
mercially available. For over 
35 years he has maintained a 
significant involvement in fly-
ing, teaching, promoting and 
organizing balloon activities. 
He is deeply involved with the 
history of modern day hot air 
ballooning and was the chief 
organizer of the 2002 North 
East Pioneer Aeronauts reun-
ion for anyone who was in-
volved in regional ballooning 

during the 1960s and 1970s .  Books will be available 
for purchase at the May 19, meeting and Tom will 
be happy to sign a copy too!  



CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APP LICATION 
 
 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in and improving the sport of ballooning. Pilots, 
crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are scheduled during the 
months of Jan, Feb, Mar, April, May, June, July,  Sept, Oct, Nov and Dec on the third Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal building at 7:30 
pm. For more information, contact any of the officers listed inside this newsletter. 

CLAS 2011 dues are $20.00 for new and renewing members. 
Newsletter Subscription $ 15 
Pins $ 5. ($3 for members) 
Decals $ 2 ($1 for members) 
Landowner pins (members only) $ 21.90 (15 pins) 
CLAS T-Shirts $ 12. And up-Various Styles (Add $3.00 for shipping) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
NAME________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE Home__________________Work_____________________DATE OF BIRTH__________________ 
New member Renewing members 
Single $20____ Single $20____. 
Crew____ Student Pilot____ Private Pilot____. Commercial Pilot ____ 
BFA CAAP: Level __________ BFA PAAP Level__________ FAA WINGS Level______ 
Newsletter only___________ Pin _____Decal_____ Landowner pins _____T-Shirts. (S) ___(M) ___(L) ___ (XL) ___ 
BFA#_______________ Pilot Certificate # ____________________ E-Mail_______________________ 
Make checks payable to and Mail to: CLAS , PO Box 53, Southbury,CT 06488-0053 
The Scoop / CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053  

ALL Renewing members, could you please take a minute and complete an updated membership form so we can update club records! 

The Scoop / CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 


