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Next CLAS Meeting—Thursday, January 17, 2008 at 7:30PM 

NEW LOCATION!! 
Plainville Police Department, 19 Neal Court, Plainville  

Across from the Plainville Municipal Building on Rt. 372 
 
 
Frozen Bunz Flyout 
From Robert Zirpolo  
 
So who would have thought that a 24 hour 
truck stop restaurant that’s never, ever been 
closed, would be closed ?……But I’m getting 
ahead of myself.   The weather for the 
weekend following New Year’s was possibly 
the best weather we’ve had for the Frozen 
Bunz fly out in several years.   The weekend 
informally started with a surprise birthday 
party for Erwin Dressel at the Spartan 
Restaurant in Southington on Friday night 
Jan 4th.   The old guy turned 70 (the new 50) 
and I was surprised that his presents did not 
include a cane or Dulcalax.     He has managed               Ice Man Cometh.   Photo by Mark Sand  
to pass maleopause without buying the obligatory sports car, boat or airplane.  
 
The weather on Saturday morning was very clear, forecast was for a light southerly wind at 4-5 knots 
with a westerly wind aloft at 18 knots at 3000 and approximately 35 knots at 6000.  The wind was 
forecast to build to a whopping 5 knots on the surface by 1100 local time. 

 
When I arrived at the Aqua Turf 16 balloon crews 
were getting their acts together.   Even some long 
time pilots and crew folks like Jim Byron and 
Steve Royes appeared as if out of the woodwork 
and got into the mix helping Darrell Long and his 
family of five get his homebuilt balloon into the 
sky. 
 
Setup of 16 balloons was typical rally technique in 
that very few people were laid out in the same 
direction and a number of us wanted the same 
(and limited) piece of grassy real estate to layout 
on.   No one was really in a rush, so patience 
prevailed as we waited for a piece of the lawn and 

All bundled up.  Photo by Libby Richardson 
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a number of people used the parking lot to inflate on.  An honest attempt was made at keeping 
everyone on the ground until Mike Bollea could get a photo of the field from above but that didn’t 
work as well as expected and we were all airborne by 8 AM.   The light southerly wind on the surface 
came with a good turn to the east at 500 ft AGL.  Better speeds were aloft and Kevin Brielmann got up 
high to try and best Mike Bollea’s long jump of 57.85 statute miles for the 2007 Long Jump award.  

The results will be 
announced at the 
Annual Winter Dinner 
at Confetti’s in 
Plainville on January 
26th. 
 
The frozen ponds in the 
area made for several 
“ice boating” landings 
and eventually the pack 
made it up and out of 
the valley with a few 
balloons crossing the 
Connecticut River.  Our 
group made two switch 
out landings in 
Kensington and Rocky 
Hill with the final 
landing being a lay  

Five of 16 balloons in the sky.   Photo by Mark Sand 
 
down made in the Rocky Hill Meadows along the river at 7-8kts by an excited student pilot.  On the 
approach to our landing in the meadows we maneuvered to land as close as we could to two ultra-light 
airplane pilots who were assembling their rigs from a trailer to start their day of flying.  We were 
happy to be able to give them real time pilot reports as to winds aloft etc.  Flight time was 2 hours and 
we landed at 9:45 AM.   
 
Our faithful crew was there within minutes and we packed up and headed for breakfast at the T/A 
Truck Stop in Southington…..or so we thought.   As we drove away from the landing site my phone 
rang a few times with people alerting me to the fact that the Truck Stop restaurant was closed for 
renovations (how dare they remodel!)  Most 
people were heading to the Milldale Diner 
right down the street from the truck stop 
where there was ample space for the 
masses.  Those who have flown in this area 
for the last two decades know we have used 
Gene’s Restaurant in Southington for most 
post flight breakfasts, but they were recently  
sold to make way for a sports bar in that 
location.   When there was talk that they 
may still be open Kristen Brighenti pleaded, 
“but they promised they would be closing!!!”  
Closed they were and because of the truck 
stop snafu we may have found the new 
breakfast spot for post flight sustenance in 
the Southington area.   Some folks thought 
the service was slow but we did inundate  
         Morning liftoff.   Photo by Libby Richardson 
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them with 30 or so people at once unannounced on a Saturday morning.  I’m sure that they will be 
fine in the future once they get used to our arrival technique.   From this gourmet pilot/writer’s 
opinion, the food was good, prices were fair, and the waitresses were a bit more on the ball as I 
actually got what I ordered in a timely manner.   
 
Overall, I think this was the best showing of people and weather for this event in quite awhile.    In 

years past the showing has been somewhat lacking for 
any number of reasons including weather conditions.  
Thanks to all those who attended.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
A beautiful winter morning.              Fun times with friends 
Photos by Libby Richardson 
 
 
ALERT!  ALERT!!  Red Zone Alert! 
From Jim O’Brien  
 
During the Frozen Buns event I made an 
uneventful landing in a large open space and 
encountered an irate landowner couple who 
claimed to have had multiple problems with 
balloonists in the past.  I offered to fly on but 
both of them separately gave me permission 
to deflate and pack up.  They called the Berlin 
police.  Both the landowners and the police 
officer informed me that future landings on 
this property would be met with criminal 
trespass charges being filed. I assured them 
that we would add their property to our Red 
Zone list.    
The property is located at 445 Elton Road,                                                    Happiness is…winter ballooning! 
Berlin, CT  which is the northeast corner of                                                   Photo by Libby Richardson 
the intersection of Orchard Road and Elton Road.  
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CLAS Winter Dinner 
 

When: Saturday, January 26th 
Cocktails 6:30 ² Dinner 7:30 ² Additional 
 Cocktails and Awards Soon Thereafter  

Where:  Confetti, 393 Farmington Ave (Rte 10) 
Plainville, CT  06062 
(860) 793-8809  www.idineconfetti.com  

Dinner Buffet 
• Salad 

• Roast Prime Rib 

• Baked Herb Crusted Salmon 

• Chicken Marsala 

• Penne Roberto 
• Lemon Rosemary Oven Roasted Potato 
• Fresh Vegetables du Jour 
• Coffee with Dessert 

$ 30 Per Person 

Cash Bar 

 

CLAS Business 
• 2007 Officer’s Appreciation 

• 2008 Officer Induction 

• CLAS Awards 
- CLAS Challenge (Pilot Award) 
- Crew Competition 
- Art Laliberte Perpetual Crew Award 
- Judith Ushchak Perpetual Crew Award 
- Long Jump Award 
- Sh*t Happens ! Award 

• Land-owner Dinner 
Raffles 

• Door Prizes 

• Raffles 

• Fun and Frolic 

  
Reserve your seat at this not-to-be-missed evening of memories, 

friendship, collegial bonding, and celebration!  
Contact Jude Russell via email: jude@powerlines.com  

or phone (860) 216-0696.  

Mail checks, made out to CLAS, to: 
PowerLines, P.O. Box 330025, West Hartford, CT  06133-0025 

Remember to forward your nominations for: 

• Crew Awards to Ellen Dressel ( edressel@cox.net )  

• Sh*t! Happens Award to Robert Zirpolo (robertzirpolo@comcast.net )  

 
 
 

Save the 
Date! 
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CLAS Winter Dinner 
By Robert Zirpolo 
 
For those of you who haven’t yet registered for the dinner please email Jude Russell 
(jude@powerlines.com) with your reservations SOON !   The venue is a new one for us and I can attest 
to the quality of the food and the fact that there is ample space for socializing and post dinner 
briefings in the bar on the premises.  We are also waiting for any nominations for the annual crew 
awards.  Those nominations can be emailed to me at robertzirpolo@comcast.net.  
 
If you’re not interested in coming to the dinner for the camaraderie or the food consider coming for 
the door prizes which include but aren’t limited to a Garmin 233 Street Pilot GPS, 25 gallons of 
propane, and an introductory 30 minute instructional airplane flight lesson in a Cessna 172 with this 
writer as your CFI just to name a few. 
 
I’d like to see our organization get back to being a somewhat more cohesive group of LTA aviators and 
crew that it once was.  Over time it seems that the initial group of people who helped start the 
organization have come and gone as usually happens with organizations like this but there are several 
new faces in the mix who will hopefully help it continue.    I hope to see you all at Confetti’s in a few 
weeks. 
 
 
Your 2008 Dues Are Due! 
C.L.A.S. dues for 2008 are due by the end of January.  Additionally, numerous members are 
in arrears for their past dues, in some cases multiple years' worth.  Please pay your dues for 
2008 in a timely manner.  If you don't know if you owe dues for past years, contact former 
C.L.A.S. Treasurer Mark Sand at mdsand@snet.net or via Snail Mail at 142 Greenmanville 
Ave., Mystic, CT, 06355.  Phone:  860-536-7393.   
 

Couple eye hot-air balloon skydive record 
www.abc.net.au  

A high-flying Sydney couple is hoping to break a world record when they jump out of a hot-air 
balloon 12 kilometres above Alice Springs later this year. 

Dr Glenn Singleman and his wife Heather Swan will wear wingsuits and use additional 
oxygen to attempt the feat  in June. The veteran skydivers set the world record for altitude 
wingsuit BASE-jumping in 2006. Dr Singleman says they now have the distance record in 
their sights. 

"The current record is 20.7 kilometres set by a Spanish team who flew wingsuits across the 
Strait of Gibraltar," he said. "But they didn't have the jet stream wind as a tail wind so that's 
why they only did 20.7 [kilometres]. We plan that with the assistance of that incredible wind 
we should be able to smash that record." 

He describes the jet stream that forms above Alice Springs in winter is "one of the most 
amazing natural resources in the world. We fly about 200 kilometres an hour," he said. "With 
the jet stream tailwind behind us we can add those speeds together so we'll be traveling across 
the ground at about more than 400 kilometres an hour." 

 



 - 6 -

 
 
           Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society  

 
 
 
 
From the Editor, Libby Richardson 
Some very big and very special birthdays this month: Erwin Dressel turned 70 on January 6th , 
and Mike Bollea turned 71 on January 5th .  Happy Birthday to you both! 
 
Thanks for your contributions for this month’s Scoop:  Mark Sand, Mike Bollea, 
Robert Zirpolo 
 
Publishing Information 
The Scoop is published on a monthly basis prior to the club’s monthly meeting on the third 
Thursday of each month.  Submissions for The Scoop are preferred by email to Editor Libby 
Richardson at libby_rich@yahoo.com.  Photos, articles, and ideas are always welcome.  
Information may be mailed to 380 Hitchcock Road #258, Waterbury, CT 06705 or can be 
brought to any CLAS meeting.  All materials should be to the Editor at least two weeks prior 
to the club meeting for inclusion. 
 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be 
reprinted if credit is given to the writer and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or members of 
this organization.  For more information contact Libby Richardson, CLAS, PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053  Email: 
libby_rich@yahoo.com; Phone: 203-988-6577 
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Annual Santa Flight  
From Mark Sand 
 

I flew Mike Bollea this morning 
for his annual Santa Flight in 
Checked Mate.  We were up for 
1.6 hours, which is exactly what I 
needed to bring my total hours to 
100!  It seems like it took years to 
reach it - it did!!!  It was very cold 
this morning and the balloon was 
super-responsive.  I could stop a 
400 fpm descent with only two 1-
second burns. 
 
 
 
 
Photos by Mark Sand 
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Up, up and away: Hot air balloon competition planned for 2008 
By Rob Stapleton, Alaska Journal of Commerce  
 
Hot air ballooning could help promote winter tourism in Anchorage. Planning is underway for the 
2008 annual Alaska World Balloon Challenge, to be held in February to coincide with Fur Rendezvous 
and the Iditarod.  

Jim and Karen Rogina are working to organize the event that would bring balloon pilots from around 
the world to Anchorage. Jim, a balloon pilot who has logged thousands of hours worth of flight time, 
brainstormed the event with his wife, Karen. He said the idea came about after a long hiatus of balloon 
flying in Anchorage.  

“It just sort of came up during a visit with world-renowned Italian balloon pilot Paolo Bonanno at an 
international ballooning event in Europe,” Jim said. “When I mentioned an event in Alaska he said, 
'Why don't we talk this over later at a private meeting?' So we did.”  

The Roginas hope to attract not only tourists to Anchorage, but the attention of high school students 
as well. Jim and Karen said they are offering a continued education program for high-school physical 
science teachers in the Anchorage School District, addressing aviation history in Alaska and the 
physics of ballooning.  “Children really get excited about using math and science when you can put a 
face to it,” Karen said.  

Jim and Karen said their educational program is better suited for home school students and by those 
students who have ample time to observe the flights. The program will be coordinated with the 
Anchorage School District's Frontier Charter Home School Program.  

As many as 10 balloons would travel the skies from Talkeetna to Portage along the mountainous 
regions of Southcentral Alaska.  “The plan is to have pilots do an extensive weather briefing, submit a 
flight plan and then execute it,” said Jim. “(Pilots) would then be judged on how well they execute 
their plan. We want to bring a world-class event here to Alaska, to promote education through 
meteorology and flying of the balloons, and to promote winter tourism,” Karen said.  

The Roginas said they worked hard over the last year to meet with all of the controlling government 
interests, which include the Federal Aviation Administration, Merrill Field Tower, the municipality of 
Anchorage and the Anchorage School District.  “The mayor seems to be real keen on the idea,” Karen 
said.  

The event will require all pilots and hot air balloons to be FAA certified, equipped with transponders 
and radios, and to be thoroughly weather briefed before their flights. The event will also be monitored 
by the Alaska Amateur Radio Service. “These pilots will be coming here for the challenge and beauty of 
flying in Alaska,” Jim said. “These aren't weekend hot air balloon pilots flying for fun; these are 
professionals that know weather, fly precisely executed flight plans and have years of competition 
flying under their belts.”  

The Roginas believe if they manage the event effectively, it could become of the most elite hot air 
balloon competitions in the world. In the meantime, they have formed a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
corporation in hopes of attracting corporate sponsorship.  “Eventually we would like to have an 
awards banquet to honor both the pilots and the students who participated,” Karen said. “The flying 
part of it will attract attention; you'd be surprised how eager people are to see a balloon land or fly low 
over their heads. It's a real attention getter.”  

The event is scheduled in Anchorage Feb. 26 through March 2.  
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Congratulations to our newly elected Club Officers! 
 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society – 2007 Officers 
 
President: Charlie Perreault   860-536-7393  bythefireplace@earthlink.net  
Vice President: Mark Sand   860-426-0814  mdsand@snet.net 
Secretary: Garry Guertin  860-621-9945  gguertin@cox.net 
Treasurer: Tom Murphy   860-274-2010   

 
 
 
Aqua Turf Hat Trick 
By Mark Sand 
 
On November 12, 2007, Mark Sand and Mike Bollea piloted Mystical Flyer to what may 
arguably be the first ever triple landing at the Aqua Turf Club.  The always hoped for and 
rarely experienced Plantsville Box, second only to the famous Albuquerque Box in legend and 
deed, was in operation that chilly morning in early November.  A southerly set down low and 
a northerly drift on top allowed Mark and Mike to return to and land at the launch area three 
times, and gave crew members Nancy Russell and Steve Ushchak the chance to grab 40 more 
winks in the well-heated chase truck.  The two passengers were speechless (with fear, 
probably) at the seemingly effortless machinations of the M&M boys.  The graphic below 
shows the GPS track of Mystical Flyer.  Mark flew the red track and Mike flew the two green 
tracks.   
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The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 

Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3
rd 

Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 
PM. For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 
CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter.  
Extra voting family member add $5  
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members)  
Decals $2 ($1 members) Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity)  
 
NAME _______________________________________________________________________  
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________  
CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________  
TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________  
E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___  
(Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.)  
 
CLAS Membership Info :  
Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____  
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________  
BFA #__________________ BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________  
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________  
 
Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to: CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS          FIRST CLASS MAIL  
PO Box 53  
Southbury, CT 06488-0053  
www.lighterthanair.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


