
The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net 
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Next CLAS Educational Meeting Thursday, Nov16, 2006  
7:30 PM Plainville Town Building 

 

Calendar of Events 
Holiday Balloon Festival Battle Creek, MI – Dec. 1st - 3rd  

CLAS December Meeting (Food-Fest) has FAASTeam Member Jim Adams to visit/speak – 14Dec06 
CLAS Winter Dinner – Gene’s Corner House, Plantsville, CT – 27Jan07 

CLAS Safety Seminar at New England Air Museum at Bradley Field Windsor Locks, CT – 3Mar07 
 

SUBMIT NOMINATIONS FOR 2007 OFFICERS BY THIS NEXT MEETING! 
Send to: Santo.Galatioto@yale.edu or pmchristy@earthlink.net

 
 

FAASTeam Volunteer Program Is Replacing the FAA Safety Counselors Program 
 
FAASTeam introductory meetings are being held at the Bradley Field FSDO by Jim Adams. There is limited seating 
so reservations are required when attending. Mick Murphy, Tom Murphy and Penny Christy were at the second of 
these meetings. The rest of the attendees were rotor wing or fixed wing pilots, examiners, or repair station 
operators/owners.  
 
Jim Adams is co-located with the Bradley FSDO and is taking on the new program with gusto. There are little or no 
guidelines yet from the FAA, so Jim is taking on the safety training aspect very seriously. He has projection equipment 
and canned programs to present and will be lending these for events at which safety is the topic of the day! We can 
reach Jim at 860-654-1039 to make reservations for one of his introductory meetings, ask for more information, or set-
up materials for one of our own meetings. Jim will be coming to CLAS’s Holiday Eats Meeting    

 
 

The Quiet Corner (NE CT) Oct. 22     Eastford to Woodstock  
By Penny Christy Photos by Cindy Smith   Bruce Byberg, passengers and crew 

 

 

 

I lived in eastern CT (affectionately known as the Quiet 
Corner of CT) for years (Phoenixville, Pomfret Center, 
Brooklyn). I traveled all the back roads for miles around! Now, 
I had an opportunity to fly with Bruce Byberg and Daryl Smith. 
It was so exciting to fly over this area and just as amusing to 
me that nothing looked familiar from the air!  Oh, yes – the 
Woodstock Fairgrounds did when I landed across the street! I 
had no idea that there were so many lakes and ridges.  
 
Daryl gave me an overview of how the winds were going to 
be a little fast over the ridges, calm between, and then it 
really calms over the third ridge. The winds did just that. 
There are huge fields to land in although the first one I 
touched had too much “odor de cow”, so I gladly flew on and 
landed in the same field with Bruce and Daryl.  
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The Quiet Corner (NE CT) Oct. 22       Eastford to Woodstock 6.9 miles (Cont’d) 

                 
  Bruce Byberg      Penny Christy  and Shadows of 3 balloons 
 

Minutes from October 19, 2006 
 

Attendance: Ellen Dressel, Mark Sand, Charlie Perreault, Mike Bollea, Penny Christy, Garry Guertin,  
Kevin Brielmann, Pauline Baker, Mick Murphy, Tom Murphy, Tony Roswell & Jack Perry. 

Meeting began at 7:40 p.m.   
• Tom Murphy was introduced as the newest pilot in the club.  Tom passed his check ride with Santo on  

September 4th.  Congratulations Tom. 
• A motion was made and passed to send $100.00 to Weiss Hospice in memory of Jim Chubbuck. 
• Minutes from the September meeting were accepted as printed in the ‘Scoop”. 
• Treasurer’s report: $6198.92 in the checking account and $5750 in 3 separate CD’S. 
• Winter Dinner to be on January 27th at Gene’s Corner House in Plantsville. 

(This is the same place as last year and every one there requested we return.) 
• Seminar to be on the 3rd of March 2007 and it will be held at the New England Air Museum in Windsor Locks.  

Penny to look for a reasonably priced caterer.  The cost of the facility will be $300. 
• Safety Counselors are now referred to as “FAAST” for FAA Safety Team”.  Jim Adams is head of the team. 

Information about safety can be obtained at www.faa.safety.gov. 
• Garry hopes to have the calendars at the November meeting. 
• Penny asked if there was anyone able to accompany her to the Plainville Fire House to deliver  

the CLAS award to Dale Martin. 
• Another source for winds can be www.iwindsurf.com 
• Pauline Baker had a computer video presentation of the Irish Balloon Championship.  At the reception 

different teams presented skits.  She had the best and including the team from the US.  Mick Murphy is the 
new Irish champion. 

• Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m. Tony Roswell will be bringing refreshments to the November meeting. 
Respectively submitted, Ellen Dressel, Secretary 
CLAS October 14 Fly-out Spectacular for photo op's and flying weather 

  `   
Santo Galatioto, Jim O’Brien, Robert Zirpolo (inflating)          Jim Regan launching                   Frank Bart in Party Time 
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CLAS October 14 Fly-out Spectacular for photo op's and flying weather (Cont’d) 

     
Jim R, Matt, Santo and Frank                         Matt Dutkiewicz                           Daryl Smith  

     
Daryl     Santo, Frank, Jim O, and Daryl   Robert Zirpolo 

 
Breakfast was good at Gene’s Kitchen after the flight. 

       
Erwin and Ellen, Daryl, Andy, Robert             Charlie, Garry and Daryl 

 

CLAS Members at breakfast:  
Erwin Dressel, Jim O’Brien, Jim Regan, 
Santo Galatioto, Mike Bollea, Frank Bart, 
Matt Dutkiewicz, Daryl Smith, Robert Zirpolo, 
Lisa Huck, Charlie Perreault, Garry Guertin, 
Ellen Dressel. Sorry, not all crew and 
passenger names were available. 

Jim O, Lisa and Santo 

 
 
2006 Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta  Mark Sand’s daily journal. 
 
Day 1 Hi Everyone, 
Had a great day today.  I flew the Firefly 105 ("Gullible") with 3 passengers and Dave.  The flight was really nice - over 
the West Mesa (desert to you Easterners).  Landed 3 times, all on dirt roads.  We were up for 1.1 hrs and used 42 
gallons of fuel - "Gullible" carries 60 gallons.  The passengers were heavyweights and we're starting out at 5300 ft.  
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2006 Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta  Mark Sand’s daily journal (Cont’d). 
You use more fuel than back East. Spent the rest of the day fueling up both balloons and getting the big balloon 
(210,000 cubic ft) thru its annual inspection. It needed a few holes patched and a mystery burn cut out and replaced. 
 
Got my Biannual Flight Review done and another lesson toward my Commercial Certificate. 
 
Weather was in the hi-70's during the day, mid-40's at lift off. Humidity? What's that? Pete:  The Mountain was 
especially beautiful at sunset this evening. It turned bright red for about 10 minutes. I found out that Scandia means 
watermelon and the mountain looked like a big watermelon at sunset to the ancient Indians. 
 
Day 2 
Another great Albuquerque day today. I flew the Firefly 210 ("Sweet Escape"), along with Dave and 8 passengers! It 
was a lot of fun and quite different than "Mystical Flyer." For one thing, it's 2 1/2 times bigger! The basket has 6 
partitions - 4 for the passengers, one for 4 fuel tanks and 1 for 2 fuel tanks and Dave and I. Double Mirage burners 
and 60 gallons of fuel. It is very responsive, though, and we had a great flight - a little more than an hour. Landed in a 
field in between sub-divisions - quiet and a gentle landing. We flew pretty low over some houses in our approach. We 
had about 40 degrees of steerage. Dave stood the balloon up and I flew the flight from there. 
 
Hopefully the good weather will continue tomorrow and into the weekend, when the Fiesta crowds descend on us in 
droves. Dave has over 100 riders booked for Friday - Sunday. 
Day 3 
 
No flying today. It was too windy to put up the 210 and only marginal for the 105 (and there were too many 
passengers for the 105, anyway). The wind would have put us to the East, where there are not many good landing 
places, especially with a strong wind. The Rio Grande valley is that way, where they were experiencing "canyon 
winds" of 17mph, gusting to 28! 
 
It doesn't look too good for tomorrow and Friday, either, but Saturday thru Tuesday looks real good, so far. I'm 
probably done flying, because Dave has so many rides booked (over 30 passengers/day) there isn't room for me to fly 
with him. That's OK - I'm thrilled that I got in 2 training flights, flew 11 passengers and got to fly the 210. Dave said I 
flew it very well, which made me feel pretty good!  Oh well, it's fun to chase, too, and hopefully we'll be doing a lot of 
that in the next 12 days. 
 
Day 4 
Another windy morning. We didn't even go out to the field. We sent up a pibal from the house and it told us all we 
needed to know. Hope tomorrow is better (but it doesn't look like it). Dave has 31 passengers booked for tomorrow. 
Spent the day getting a hole patched in the 105 and swapping burners at the repair station. Dave's burner for the 105 
has to go back to the factory for repair so they gave him a loaner. 
 
We gave a ballooning demo to a 4th grade class this afternoon. We set up the basket and fired off the burner - the 
kids loved it. We also talked about the history of ballooning, what makes them fly, and passed around samples of 
nylon balloon fabric. It was a lot of fun. We went out for Mexican food for dinner - good! 
 
Hope we can get up in the air tomorrow. Dave is almost fully booked for all of Fiesta, so if we lose tomorrow he can't 
rebook the passengers and the revenue will be lost. Oh well, that's ballooning! 
 
Day 5 
Well, another windy day with no flying. We had 31 passengers booked, so it was a major revenue loss for Dave. It's 
hard when the passengers see other balloons flying and ask why we aren't. Dave tries to explain that the winds are 
too strong and safety is most important, and most understand. It helped when they saw one balloon make a rip-out 
and drag landing and another one bounce to hell and back as it landed (with a passenger with a cast on his arm!!!). 
Another balloon hit a wind shear at about 200 ft and looked like a lopsided egg! Not a good time to be in the air. All in 
all, about 50 balloons out of 800 flew this morning, most of them from out of town or very hungry ride operators. 
 
We're fully booked for tomorrow and Sunday, so I hope the weather cooperates. 
 
Day 6 
 
We got both balloons up for 2 hops each this morning. It sprinkled a little just before sunrise, but it cleared up and was 
very quiet at launch. The balloons went to the NNE with little or no steerage. I chased the 105. It landed after 40 
minutes at about 8 mph. We swapped passengers (5) real fast and off they went for Hop #2. After taking the original 5 
passengers back to the field for their champagne we found the balloon pretty easily. They landed in the Mesa about 7 
miles from the launch field at about 5 mph. As soon as they landed the wind came up and we had to drop the 
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Irish National Championships (Cont’d from October Issue of the Scoop) 
 
First let’s congratulate Mick Murphy who is the Irish Ballooning Champion of 2006!!! 
 
Now, to continue on with the stories we started last month… 
The flight was fast. We had a 2 car chase going and they flew into the countryside with all those narrow roads that I 
mentioned earlier. I gained quite an amount of respect for our crew and their skill. We were in the second car driven 
by Mary and co-piloted by Caroline, who informed us that they don’t listen to the pilots on the radio cause they are 
generally wrong (who are we to argue with that rationale?). There Jim and I sat in rear seat captivity being driven 
around the countryside by two crazy women.  We were zigging and we were zagging and we were driving fast down 
narrow roads in what looked like an ongoing game of chicken with oncoming traffic. Jim and I sat quietly in rear of a 
Jeep praying for our safe arrival. At one point we were holding up traffic (Did I mention that these roads are 
NARROW???) And two young men, following our chase in a car just behind, were beeping their horn constantly. Mary 
finally had it, and despite Caroline’s pleadings, she got out and gave them what for! The beeping stopped.  Continued 
on Page 7. 
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Thank-you, everyone, for your contributions to 
the stories and photos this month. 

 

Contributing photographers this month are Mike 
Bollea, Mark Sand, Penny Christy, Cindy Smith, 

Charlie Perreault, Pam Bogart-Macfarlane and Rob 
Macfarlane, Jim and Lisa Regan, Pete Hubbell, 
Santo Galatioto, Jim O’Brien and the Irish team 

CLAS 2006 Competition Schedule 
April 8 (Called for Wind) Ellington, CT Rt. 83 Ellin
May 20 (Called for Wind) East Windsor CT Balloons o
June 10 (Called for Wind) Cheshire, CT  Rte 10 Com

July 8 (Successful event) Cheshire, CT Rte 10 Com
August 26 (Successful 

Event – No Competition) 
Plainville, CT Plainville B

25-27 (Launc

September 16 Plantsville, CT Mark, Jim,
October 14 Cheshire, CT Rte’s 10/69

AquaTurf, 
November 18 TBA    Meet at 6:1
December 9 TBA     Meet at 6:0

January 6, 2007 Southington, CT  Frozen Bu
 

    Competition flights are scheduled for Saturday mornings. The 
Meeting times are usually ½ hour be
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Balloon Federation of America 
Pay BFA Dues Online 

mbers can renew their BFA membership directly 
t the BFA web site by going to www.bfa.net and 
oin the BFA" in the upper corner of the front 

ilots, Student pilots and crew who wish to join 
oon Federation of America can join on line as 
www.bfa.net. or by calling the Balloon 
ion of America office, 515-961-8809
gton Supermarket parking Lot 
ver Skylark Airport 

muter lot 
muter lot Charlie cleaned up! 

alloon Festival  at Norton Park Aug. 
hed Sat PM, Sun AM between rain drops) 
 and Charlie scored. 
1 Commuter lot. Launched at 

No tasks or scores. 
5 
0 

ns fly-out  
next morning (Sunday) is the back-up date.  
fore sunrise. 



Extend your well wishes to Don Cameron as he recuperates. 
I'm sorry to have to advise everybody that Don Cameron, who founded Cameron Balloons Ltd 35 years ago, and who 
has been a balloon pilot for 40 years, has been diagnosed with cancer. The tumour, which was in his mouth, was 
removed in a successful operation last week but he now faces some months of chemo therapy. Being a typical 
Scotsman he doesn't want people to make a big fuss about the problem or spend money on flowers, fruit or cards, but I 
think he would appreciate "cheery" messages from his many ballooning friends around the world. So, if you would like to  
send him a note the most appropriate e-mail address is telltheboss@cameronballoons.co.uk - the one he had set up to 
receive customer complaints! It's never received much mail, so now we can put it to some use. Or if you prefer you can 
drop him a real letter at the snail mail address below. Thank you.  Best regards, Alan Noble, 
Temporary acting unpaid Managing Director, Cameron Balloons Ltd., St. John's Street, Bristol BS3 4NH, UK. 

 
2006 Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta  Mark Sand’s daily journal (Cont’d). 
envelope while the passengers were still in the basket. The envelope came down over a bunch of cactus. No biggie - 
we gingerly pulled the nylon away from the "prickers." The 210 landed at about 12 mph. After bouncing along Dave 
ripped out and the basket dragged on its side for a few feet. The passengers liked it! They are in small compartments in 
the basket, so they can't really flail around on a drag landing like they would in a smaller basket. The 105 used about 52 
gallons and the 210 about 60, not counting the inflation tanks. We got fueled up and off to breakfast (lunch, really) by 
12:15 - a long day.  Passenger count:  41.   
 
We gave some more passengers to another pilot flying his balloon (Dave takes a percentage of the revenue).  It was a 
comedy of errors.  Dave's wife, Donna, told the pilot he had 7 passengers (4 for first hop, 3 for the second hop).  He 
really was supposed to have 8 passengers.  The eighth passenger didn't listen to what or where he was supposed to go 
(to the chase truck to follow the balloon) so he missed the truck as it left the field.  The pilot, not knowing he had 8, 
thought everything was OK.  No balloon ride for him today.  We may be able to resked him for later in the week.  There 
are always a few who just don't listen. Hope the weather cooperates tomorrow.  We again have a full load of 
passengers. 
 
Day 7 
A very rainy morning kept us on the ground and out to an early breakfast at my favorite restaurant, The Range Cafe, in 
Bernalillo, about 7 miles North of Rio Rancho - http://www.rangecafe.com/ . 
 
Some of the passengers were upset when we called them to cancel.  One said she talked to someone in her hotel 
elevator who said they were flying this morning.  Sure, right!  Fiesta cancelled at 5:15 AM.  If Fiesta cancels, the 
conditions are really BAD, since they HATE to give up a day ($10 to park for about 20,000 cars, and $5 entrance to the 
field - I think).   
 
Tomorrow looks like more of the same, and Monday doesn't look too good, either.  Wow, imagine all the $ we're saving 
on propane! Gotta go with the punches. 
 
Day 8 
It's 3:45 PM out here and we've just finished for the day, what with flying, breakfast, refueling and a trip to the repair 
station to swap out a burner.  Perfect day!  We flew 30 people and a subcontract balloon flew 8 more.  Both hops for the 
105 went great.  The first hop landed next to an arroyo in a subdivision and the second in the Mesa north of town.  The 
widely scattered clouds got really low and some balloons disappeared into them (highly illegal). I don't think there were 
more than 200 balloons launching from Fiesta field.  It was much foggier over there.  
 
We had over an inch of rain (and hail) yesterday evening, and we were afraid the field would be a quagmire.  It's so 
sandy, however, that it was really quite dry this AM.  The Mesa was dry, too.   
 
The big balloon's flights were uneventful, too, after Dave got off the ground.  The FAA ramp checked him before his 
flight and he forgot his wallet with his pilot certificate in it!  He had changed pants just before we left the house and his 
wallet was in the pants that stayed home!  Donna rushed home to get his wallet while he stood the balloon up, ready to 
take off when she returned with his certificate.  The FAA meanwhile had left the field! Oh well, he really needed the 
certificate on his person. 
 
Tomorrow, and the next few days look good for flying.  Hopefully the gas balloons will get to take off this evening for 
their America's Challenge.  They think they will end up somewhere in Canada.  A storm over the Northern tier of the 
country could cancel the launch, though.  If they don't go tonight, or early tomorrow AM they will probably cancel it.  Two 
CLAS members, Kevin Brielmann and Mike Wallace are in the race. 
 

To be Continued Next Month 
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Irish National Championships (Cont’d) You gotta love her! Oh yes, Brian and his keen sense of direction 
found the landed balloon in some obscure field within 10 minutes of landing with 5 minutes of daylight left. We had a 
great time. I am glad we didn’t get to fly because without having chased, I wouldn’t have had the appreciation and 
admiration that I have for our crew. 
 
The sun had set and with the help of Malcolm’s map laden GPS we returned to the launch field where we prepared for 
the glow. Well, the pilot light problem that we had earlier with Mystique had become resolved. Whatever was clogging 
the line must have shaken free during that hair-raising chase (yes I know I have no hair.). The glow was well received 
by the town. We were then off to dinner at a Chinese restaurant in the center of town at 11pm. This restaurant is the 
latest occupant of the birthplace of the famous Irish tenor, Count John McCormack. It is amazing how they recycle their 
very long lasting dwellings over there from famous home to Chinese restaurant. How many of you have had Chinese 
food at midnight? Be honest!! We were back at the hotel at 2am so we could enjoy that much-needed sleep before the 
morning briefing for the 4th flight of the event. 
 
Tuesday morning came quickly with the wind forecast to be out of the southwest. That track would put us right over the 
very large lake, Lough Ree, and there was an abundance of fog and low-level clouds. By launch time, however, 
conditions had improved to the point where we were a go for launch. Malcolm provided the pilots, as by now had 
become routine, with a very professional briefing. He handed out a full weather report that was specially created by the 
Irish Met office and he had color graphs on the reverse side. I can’t tell you enough that this was a top-notch operation. 
Everyone had very long flights this morning averaging about 1 and a half to two hours. The remaining visible moisture 
made for some very nice picture taking. There was a certain amount of steering that took us over the eastern shore of 
the lake to points inland. Yes, Mick and Karen did finally fly off in the honeymoon-decorated Mystique. 

   
Karen, Pauline and Mick, with decorated “wedding balloon” basket” Mick and Karen in “Mystique” on Tues am trailing the remaining 3 streamers 
 
Pauline swears that, with the two of them aloft, there were some visible wild gyrations associated with the moving 
basket. (The newlywed couple reported that the balloon was behaving in a normal manner.). We took lots of pictures of 
them aloft with their decorated balloon sporting “3” streamers.  
 

              

Most of the balloons were using the event-
provided maps that were oriented in Irish 
Grid. Several balloons made interim 
landings. One such balloon, determined to 
have some fun at their crew’s expense, 
reported having landed and gave the crew 
the appropriate grid location. After a minute 
or two or silence, during which they 
presumably consulted their map, the crew 
responded with “It’s a F%#$%^& island!” 
Several pilots did make interim landings on 
islands. It was cool to watch from above. 

                   It’s a F%@#$%^& island!!!!!””]  
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Irish National Championships (Cont’d) 
Once again, Malcolm and/or Pauline allowed Jim and me to fly whatever balloon we were in. 

      
Malcolm and Pauline, as she inflates the 120 on                                             Tues am  Raining on balloon below! 

 
Their generosity was unbelievable. During the over-water portion of the flight, Jim decided to do a splash and dash. 
Those of us in the rear of the compartmentalized basket remained totally dry while those in the front of the basket took 
on a few inches of water. It was a very nice touch-and-go by Jim (but keep reading).  We heard reports later of one 
individual that took on water up to the railings. Keep in mind now that this flight had 5 people on board, 4 of whom were 
pilots. Talk about an accident waiting to happen. Excellent restraint was exercised by all. Poor Mary was the sole non-
pilot. We were right over the Goodfella’s Pizza Balloon and Malcolm was taking pictures. Pauline commented that it was 
raining on the balloon below. We quickly realized that the rain was the remnants of Jim’s recent landing.  
 
The inland portion of the flight was as nice as the rest. This is where we learned from Malcolm the facts of life about 
sheep. They have markings on them that are painted on. We had long discussions about blue spotted sheep and blue-
eyed sheep and the conversation deteriorated from there. I will never look at a sheep the same way again. 
After a nice landing in an estate, we packed up and found Mick and Karen in the next field. They were waiting for their 
crew to arrive since there was a radio failure and he needed to stay close to us for retrieve purposes. Mick did a great 
job.  
 
On the way back, the rain reappeared. It was light at this point and didn’t interfere with the planned events of the 
afternoon. Pauline had arranged a river cruise on Tim’s riverboat to congratulate the newlyweds. This was a splendid 
ride that lasted a few hours. Our path actually followed a large portion of our flight earlier in the morning. I was looking 
for the dent in the lake that Jim made on the splash and dash but it was long gone. On boarding the boat, I mentioned to 
Malcolm that this would be our second opportunity today to try to avoid drowning.  Pauline catered lunch and there was 
plenty of bubbly to go around and Colyer was there with entertaining stories. 

       
        A bunch of CT pilots cruising the River Shannon                    Caroline, Malcolm, Pauline and Karen at Le Chateau in Athlone 

At one point, Jim went to the back of the boat for a refill, only to hear Malcolm in conversation comment “We did a bit of 
sub-aqua work today” and then turn in his direction, saying “Right, Jim?”  Based upon the rapidly changing weather (rain 
and high winds), we knew this was the end of flying for a couple of days. 
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Irish National Championships (Cont’d) 
That evening, 20 of us went to Le Chateau, a French restaurant in a converted church in Athlone, for dinner. We had 
such a good time recounting the many stories of the past several days. Thankfully, lamb was not on the menu. During 
dinner Robert Zirpolo called and told us of the passing of Jim Chubbuck. Jim stories were recounted and we agreed to 
go next door to Sean’s to properly toast Jim.  
 
This was a fun event and no one wanted to leave. There was some talk about extending the trip by feigning stolen 
passports but Jim’s father, knowing high-ranking officials in the Irish Government, could probably have promptly rectified 
that problem. Further discussion ranged from kidnappings to falsification of deaths. None of these ingenious plans came 
to fruition. The friendship, warmth and sadness were felt by all that our portion of the trip was coming to a close. 
Everyone sadly said goodbye at the end of the evening. 
 
Jim and I left Athlone on Wednesday morning and began the journey back to his hometown of Thurles with a detour so 
we could visit Dublin. After parking remotely and taking Dublin’s new light rail system – the Luas – downtown, Jim gave 
me the 2 hour tour of central Dublin that was more like a hit-and-run. The rain came down in buckets. Aside from the 
fact that we left the lights on in the car and needed to get a jump to get it going again on our return to the park-and-ride, 
the ride home was uneventful. We spent our last evening in Ireland at Jim’s parent’s house. We went out to a lovely 
dinner at Inch House, a restored 1720’s mansion.  
 
The morning came quickly and, with it, our return to the US on Thursday. We later heard that there were two more 
flights at the event and that the ending dinner/ceremony called the “Survivors Dinner” was great fun, or great craic as 
they say in Ireland. Based on our testimonial, Mary won the crew award.  And Mick was crowned Irish Ballooning 
Champion of 2006!  Mick will have to fill us in on those events. 

 
 

 

         

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2006 CLAS Officers 
President: Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net
Vice President: Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net
Secretary: Ellen Dressel 203-272-6116 edressel@cox.net 
Treasurer: Mark Sand 860-536-7393 mdsand@snet.net
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of ballooning. 
Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are 
scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. For more 
information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stamp 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org

 

 

Notice: Christmas Parties 

Bill and Patty’s Dec. 9 

Chris Mooney’s Dec. 16 

Details Next Scoop or call them. 
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