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The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net 
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Next CLAS MEETING:  August 17, 2006 at 7:30 PM Plainville Town Building 
Educational:  

“Can you sense wind speed accurately?”  
 

Educational Meeting Thursday, Aug. 17, 2006  
Rob Shantz Agency’s John M. Griffin speaking on September 21, 2006  

 
CT Event Plainville Balloon Festival August 25th - 27th 

New England Event Northampton, MA Sept. 8th - 10th 

NY Balloon Event Glens Falls, NY Sept. 22nd - 24th  
Belgium - Balloon Event 50th Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett (FAI1) Sept 07th -16th

 

 
 

Congratulations to Bruce Comstock and Peter Pellegrino!  
They both were inducted in the National Balloon Museum’s Hall of Fame on July 31, 2006. 

 

 
 
Anyone have 1000 galloons of tomato juice? 

 
 

That’s what it would have taken Charlie Perreault if he had not 
aborted his landing Sunday morning. Charlie was about 50 feet 
above the ground on his approach to Whole Foods back lot for a 
touch and go. I mentioned that there was a black and white “kitty” 
whirling around in a tight circle looking for a target to spray. One 
burner was not enough. Charlie poured on the coals not wanting to 
give that polecat any chance at his balloon. He popped his balloon 
back into the sky and I was laughing at him and his reaction for a 
good two miles! 
 

 

 
 

August CLAS Fly-out from Norton Park in Plainville, CT 
Saturday August 26, 2006   (back-up date Sunday August 27th) 

      Meet at Norton Park Launch Field. 
Meeting time is 5:45am 

Please RSVP to Mike Bollea at 860-985-6508 if you plan to attend.  Thanks. 
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Lush Green Albuquerque! By Mark Sand       Photos by Dave Smith 

                         
 

Those of you who have flown in, or visited Albuquerque 
will be amazed at these photos. The first one on the left 
is how the West Mesa usually looks, a dull, mostly 
colorless desert-like appearance. That picture was taken 
of me in my balloon during my second solo in July 2003.  
The second picture on the right was taken this past week 
by my instructor and good buddy, Dave Smith.  Notice 
how the desert has bloomed.  They are having almost 

daily heavy nighttime showers out there that are 
changing the environment quite a bit.  The arroyos 
(usually dry streambeds) have been deepened by at 
least two feet by the running water.  A dirt road near 
Dave's house collapsed and now looks like a giant ditch.  
They fill it with dirt during the day and the dirt gets 
washed out at night.  ‘Hope the weather "normalizes" in 
time for Fiesta.  Last year we only flew 3 of 9 days!

 

 

          

YOUR PICTURES MAKE OUR 2007 CLAS Calendar! 
YOUR PICTURES MAKE OUR 2007 CLAS Calendar! 
YOUR PICTURES MAKE OUR 2007 CLAS Calendar! 
       Gather or start taking your pictures for the September  
         CLAS Photo Contest and next year’s CLAS calendar! 

 
 

National Balloon Museum Photo Contest 
From: N & D Griffin <ngriffin@webaccess.net   http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/ for the Official Entry form. 
Subject: National Balloon Museum Photo Contest 
The National Balloon Museum wishes to announce the 2006 Photo Contest. Tell your members at your club meetings. 
We hope lots of balloonists will participate in this Photo Contest. 

Sincerely yours, Becky Wigeland, Curator National Balloon Museum Indianola, IA 
• All print photographs must be in color, with prints no smaller than 4”x6” and no larger than 8”x10”, without 

matting and unframed 
• Pictures taken with a digital camera will be accepted. The camera must have a 3.1 mega pixels or larger 

rating with the picture resolution set at that level, and be uncompressed. If submitting digital images please 
submit a hard copy along with a CD for judging purposes 

• Each photograph must include an Official Entry form with the contestant’s name, address and phone number 
clearly labeled on the back of each photo. The entry form should be filled out and attached (clipped or taped) 
to each photo entry and included with the disc for digital entries. Please do not write on or use a rubber stamp 
on the actual photo. Form must be signed to be considered a valid entry. 

• Submissions should be received by October 15, 2006, 
• Mail entries to:                        National Balloon Museum Photo Contest 

%Becky Wigeland, Curator 
P.O. Box 149, Indianola, IA 50125-0149 
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New weather loop. 
http://radar.weather.gov/radar.php?rid=OKX&product=NCR&overlay=11101111&loop=yes
 

  

s

 

 
Mike Bollea carrying the West Farms M
 

 

Differen

 

 
Next CLAS MEETING:   

August 17th, 2006 Mark Sand will co
unless it rains 

 
I will bring my inflation fan and a wind meter to the next m
convene the meeting out in the parking lot.  I'll start up the
think they are experiencing winds of 5, 10, 15 mph, etc.  W
will be significant differences between perceived and mea
 
Ellen has made a chart of Beaufort Wind Speeds with the
members.   I estimate about 1/2 hr outside before we reco
 

 

from their balconies as a hot air balloon 
descended by their windows. Pictures: 
Craig Borrow, Ben Swinnerton, Darryl 
Gregory. (Courtesy of the Herald Sun.) 
 

all Banner 

t views of the Aqua Turf
Balloon lands in city street
Southbank, Australia residents watched 
   

 

nduct his experiment for real this time,  
again, of course! 

eeting on August 17, weather permitting, of course.  We'll 
 fan and the members will position themselves where they 
e'll get the true values from the wind meter. I believe there 

sured wind speeds, but we'll see! 

 characteristics of each.  She will distribute hand-outs to the 
nvene inside the building. 
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2006 EVENT PLACE CONTACT PHONE 
Aug 4-6   SpiedieFest Balloon Festival Binghamton NY Dave Passagno INVITATION ONLY (filled)  
Aug 11-20  Montgolfieres (International Balloon Festival of Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu), Quebec Canada  

 festival@ballooncanada.com   Marie-Claude Gagne mc@ballooncanada.com 450-347-9555 
Aug 19-20    Great Falls Balloon Festival, Auburn, ME (800) 639-6331 www.greatfallsballoonfestival.com
Aug 25-27  Plainville Balloon Festival, Plainville, CT Dale Martin 860-747-2521, 860-747-9801 
Sep 15-17  Northampton, MA Lisa Fusco 413-584-7980 info@northamptonairport.com
Sep 16     Hollis Old Home Days, Honi Glover 603-465-2262 
Sep 21-24  Adirondack Balloon Festival, Glens Falls, NY 518-792-2600 
Sep 22-24  1st Annual High Hopes Fun Festival, Merrimack   Dale Riley 603-673-4036 

 
CREDITS:  THE GRANITE STATE BALLOON ASSOCIATION and the BFA Website. 

 

 
 

Red, White, and Blue Balloon Rally at Letchworth State Park in NY  
Story and photos by Jim and Lisa Regan 

 

      
 
With the demise of the Balloons over Bristol rally 
a few years back, Lisa and I started looking for 
another rally to fill the Memorial Day Weekend.  
Fortunately our search would be short lived due to 
an invite from Sean Quigley to be part of the Red, 
White, and Blue Balloon Rally.  He said it was 
strictly a “rally” and that propane and a great 
BBQ would be the only amenities provided.  
Now, if you know Sean and the area he flies, you 
already know why we jumped at the opportunity.       
 
The rally is held inside Letchworth State Park in 
western New York, about 45 miles south of 
Rochester.  The park itself is 17 miles long and 
covers over 14,000 acres.  The Genesee River 
runs north through the park through gorges up to 
600 feet high and contains over 20 waterfalls.  
Three of these falls, Upper, Middle and Lower 
falls, range from 70 to 110 feet high.  The Upper 
Falls is also straddled by a 235 foot tall railroad 
trestle.  All of this, along with miles of rolling 
farmland surrounding the park, makes for a 
gorgeous flying area.  

 
This year rain cancelled the Friday evening flight 
but gave us the opportunity to have a relaxing 
dinner and catch-up with everyone.  Saturday 
morning wasn’t much better as strong winds kept 
us grounded, but Sean promised that the afternoon 
looked good and, boy, was he right.  28 balloons 
took off into bright blue skies and light winds, 
allowing most of us to drop into the gorge for 
some fun on the river.  We then continued south 
into the town of Nunda for a nearly calm landing 
in a beautiful backyard.   
 
Sunday morning we awoke to light winds again, 
but lots of fog.  Since the fog made no effort to lift 
it was off to breakfast with another promise from 
Sean for a beautiful afternoon.  As flight time 
approached it look as though Sean would come 
through again but something was 
missing…..wind.  Surface winds were 1-2 mph 
and going straight up the gorge with no change in 
direction at altitude.  With 15 miles of park ahead 
of us, this was not a good situation.   
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Red, White, and Blue Balloon Rally at Letchworth State Park in NY (Cont’d) 
Carroll Teitsworth offered to be our pi-ball and 
after launching, had to climb to over 8,000 feet 
before he started moving out of the park towards 
landing sites.  Sean made the difficult decision to 
cancel the flight, but 12 of us pulled out our 
systems and put on a show for the crowd anyway.  
In addition, three pilots went outside the park and 
launched from Castile.  They reported beautiful 
flights but had to land early as drainage winds 
were drawing them into the park and the gorge.   
 
Monday morning looked as if  we might get in 
another great flight until a radar check showed 
some pretty intense t-storms about 60 miles away.  

Even though it was perfect where we were, we 
agreed not to chance it and the flight was 
cancelled.  
 
In the end we had one awesome flight and just 
about every reason for canceling flights… rain, 
fog, t-storms, too much wind, and not enough 
wind.  We were even taking bets at breakfast 
Monday on what time the snow was coming.  But 
as always, Sean and his wife Denise were 
wonderful hosts and a great weekend was had by 
all.  This is an event that truly reminds you of just 
how much fun the sport of ballooning is. 

 

   
 

 

 
For Sale: Jim Regan (860) 209-0351 ctballooning@sbcglobal.net  Making room in the garage for more toys…

 

Tanks for Sale: 1 Worthington 10-gallon aluminum tank - slave with POL fittings and full tank collar. The POL 
fittings can easily be swapped out with Rego fittings. Has padded tank covers. They will need an updated visual 
inspection. $150 
Royal Blue fire extinguisher pouch for the basket.  $$$$ 

 

For Sale: Robert Z at (860) 620-3754 RobertZirpolo@comcast.net  Cleaning out some of my balloon stuff. 
 

Basket Cover Blue Cordura for Balloon Works 4.9 basket $25 
Quick Release TBW $25  
Winter boots One pair size 12 Northern Outfitters Extreme Winter boots good for -50 degrees F. I've seen 
pictures of people wearing them on Everest. 

 

 
 

 
 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2006 CLAS Officers 
 
President: Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net
Vice President: Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net
Secretary: Ellen Dressel 203-272-6116 edressel@cox.net 
Treasurer: Mark Sand 860-536-7393 mdsand@snet.net
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Quick Chek Balloon Festival at NJ Solberg Airport near Readington, NJ July 28-30 
By Penny Christy                   Pictures by Jim and Lisa Regan 

 

  
 

July 28th-31st: Penny Christy, Bill Colyer & Pat 
Anderson, Mario DiStefano, Jim Regan, Jim O’Brien 
and his family, Frank & Barbara Bart, Gene Burnstein, 
Bill Costen, Don Palen, Ed Shamper, (please let me 
know if I omitted any CLAS member from this list of 
attendees) attended the 24th Annual New Jersey 
Festival. Those who arrived early Friday experienced 
the deluge on the field. The rest of us experienced it 
on the highways. Needless to say, Friday night’s flight 
was cancelled and many vehicles used the 
bucket/back hoe tractors to pull them from soft muddy 
grass to solid ground. The Pilot Crew dinner that night 
was a buffet with a never ending supply of great food. 
 
This event was a good chance for me to catch up with 
the Florida pilots with whom I flew in Florida and also 
saw at St. Jean. They participate in all the events up 
the east coast on their way up north to the 9 day event 
in St. Jean sur Richelieu.  
 

The next two days were something else again. Even 
though the temperatures were in the high 80’s and 
90’s, there were many, many spectators at this balloon 
event. The festival team had advertised for local crew 
and never failed to provide me with all the crew I 
needed for each flight. As far as I heard, there were 
plenty of passengers to go around too.  
 
The flights were beautiful, although I never saw the X. 
I heard there was one, just a few houses over on my 
Sat. morning variable-wind easterly flight. That night, 
also to the east, there were a couple of kids romping 
around inside the basket while their dad was on the 
phone the whole flight. The airport was packed with 
spectators! The roads were packed with spectators in 
their cars going along at a crawl. We dropped into an 
industrial park at sunset as the winds were dropping 

off. The Sunday morning flight was more to the 
southeast and was beautiful with a change of scenery. 
Someone along the side of the road asked if I would 
like help on my landing. He met us in the cul de sac 
and happened to be a retired balloonist out chasing 
the balloons. 
 
The local Polish American Club made a lovely 
breakfast for balloonists, crews, and town folk. Jim 
Regan was very helpful with the directions since I was 
not familiar with all the local hangouts. The roads all 
seemed to go nowhere.    
 
Sunday night was another flight to the east and the 
balloons looked like a huge string of big beads as they 
were all low and equator to equator for the middle part 
of the flight. Jim O’Brien gave me a boost down the 
road and hammed it up as we traveled together. He 
had dropped to approach a parking lot on Rt. 202, only 
to have a thermal off the asphalt lift him. Although I 
saw he was venting while still climbing, I climbed out of 
his way. He “claimed” it was the thermal off the 
pavement and didn’t mean to climb into me. That’s just 
one of the experiences as many balloons fly together 
in a pack. We both flew on and the wind was not 
dropping off. I landed in a deep back yard past a flag 
pole, a dead tree, and “Neon Wind” who had moved 
their basket off to the side. Neighbors came from all 
over to help us pack up. It was dark by the time we 
acknowledged and thanked the landowner.  
 
You can’t depend on the chase vehicles being 
anywhere near your landing. There are so many 
rubber neckers, that traffic on the roads were at a 
crawl.  
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Quick Chek Balloon Festival at NJ Solberg Airport  (Cont’d) The event was very well organized and 
although it was very hot, I’ll go back next year. One comment was that all the balloonists were at several hotels 
several miles away from each other and the festival so that it took about 25 minutes to reach the field. My hotel was 
lovely and well appointed. The limitation that most of the hotels have is parking lots to handle close to 100 chase 
vehicles and associated crew vehicles. We had 4 great flights, completely filled with paying passengers. Can’t 
ask for more than that.... :)  
 

         
 

 
 

URI - University of Rhode Island Balloon Event. 
 

Cloud Hopper                                Doc Thomas gives it a try… 

        

  
 

 

Larry Fortin gets a flying pig! Great to see you back in action, Larry!!! 
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URI had a Tether afternoon on Sunday and    Mike tries the Segway!  Racing those  -  hurts! 

              
 

 
 
Minutes from CLAS Meeting, July 20th, 2006 

 
Attendance: Ellen Dressel, Mark Sand, Tom Murphy, Mick Murphy, Cheryl Regan, Mike Wallace,  

Kevin Brielmann, Mike Bollea, Charlie Perreault, Penny Christy, Gerry Guertin, Terry  
Rollinson, Tony Roswell and Robert Zirpolo 

 
Meeting began at 7:45 p.m. with a Quorum present to conduct business. 

 
Bob Baird, Dick Giusto’s son & Allen Emer all were in the “Scoop’ because of their deaths. 

Discussed how to honor their memory, donation from the club, and/or memorial scholarships for JR 
balloonist etc.  Discussion followed: 
 Scholarships tabled to next meeting. 
 Ruth Salzberg memorial needs to be addressed first, award/scholarship 
  Kevin is to bring a proposal to the Aug. meeting. 

Treasures Report: $5956.21 in checking with $5739 in CD’s. 
 

 Discussion followed on former members that have not paid yet this year. 
B. Armstrong, F. Bart, J. Byron, S. Beighley, D. Bosse,  L. Brammall, J. Chubbuck,  
B. Clark, M. Dickinson, S. Griswold, W. Hadank, B. Hughes, P. Holden, P. Jackson, P. Johannesen, 
M. Kirkwood, D. & P. Lasher, Lewis, B. Metz, K. Morris, D. Nemczuk, M. Padula, D. Palen, A. Post, B. 
Prentice, J. Russell, P. Sena, E. Shamper, B. Smith, W. Spicer, J. Swoboda, L. Tetreault, R. Thorton, 
R. Varney, W. Volk, W. Wadsworth, S. Williams, 

 
  Boudreau, A. Dressel, J. Nelson, R. Novak, C. Olofsson, J. Sicotte, & H. Viens, 

D. Tommassetti, to be dropped 
 

 Penny acknowledged Mark Sand’s persistence in getting members to pay their dues. 
 
 Minutes read from June meeting and accepted.  
  

Dale Martin needs the information from any pilot that will be flying at Plainville. 
 
First Lutheran Church is a place we can hold the seminar.  Cost of hall rental is $200. 
 Deli 66 can do the food for $15/person this would include a hot meal for lunch. 

Does the club have or need insurance to cover liability at our events? 
 
We should advertise at Plainville to get people interested in crewing. 
  
Garry Guertin to review the By-laws to see if we need to adjust the number needed for a  

quorum.   
 
 Meeting adorned at 9 p.m. 

 
Respectively submitted, Ellen Dressel,  CLAS Secretary 
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CLAS 2006 Competition Schedule 
We will send at least 2 e-mail reminders out each month, as well as publishing it in the newsletter.  
We're going to vary the tasks this year, so it’s not the same thing every time.  We may even score multiple tasks on 
the same day if the weather will allow it.  And I'll try to get you the standings each month for the newsletter. 
 

April 8 (Called for Wind) Ellington, CT Rt. 83 Ellington Supermarket parking Lot 
May 20 (Called for Wind) East Windsor CT Balloons over Skylark Airport 
June 10 (Called for Wind) Cheshire, CT  Rte 10 Commuter lot 

July 8 (Successful event) Cheshire, CT Rte 10 Commuter lot Charlie cleaned up! 
August 26 Plainville, CT Plainville Balloon Festival  at Norton 

Park Aug. 25-27         Sign in by 6AM 
September 16 TBA  

October 14 Cheshire, CT Rte 10 commuter lot 
November 18 TBA     
December 9 TBA      

January 6, 2007 Southington, CT  Frozen Buns fly-out  
 

    Competition flights are scheduled for Saturday mornings. The next morning (Sunday) is the back-up date. 
Meeting times are typically ½ hour before sunrise. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank-you, everyone, for your contributions to the stories and photos this 
month. It’s been a hot month in more ways than the weather!! 
Contributing photographers this month are Mike Bollea, Jim and Lisa Regan, Mark Abraitis, 
Mark Sand, Penny Christy, Dave Smith (Albuquerque), and Charlie Perreault – or maybe he 
didn’t get that close to the skunk! , 
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of ballooning. 
Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are 
scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. For more 
information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stamp 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org
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