
The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net

June 2006 

 
 

Next CLAS MEETING:  June 15, 2006 at 7:30 PM 
Educational: “The Little Balloonist or Workshop in Ballooning Skills”  

 
Business/Educational Meeting Thursday, July 15, 2006 at 7:30PM  

 
CT Balloon Events 

Plainville Balloon Festival August 25th – 27th 
 

MA Balloon Events 
Big Y 70th Anniversary at the Big E in (West Springfield) MA June 9th - 11th 

 
 

 

Volume XIX, Issue 5 
 

   Bruce Richardson and Penny Christy Photo by Mike Bollea. 
 
 

 “Secrets of Connecticut” 
Bruce Richardson, an Earth Sciences teacher for 
many years, told us about the formation(s) of CT  
Penny Christy, CLAS Pres., is pictured here with 
Bruce and the map 
 

It was very informative as Penny’s covering part of the 
North African rock in SE CT. Jim’s covering some old 
ocean floor and part of the original piece of the North 
American continent. The map, which is available from 
the State of CT, illustrates all the different type of rock 
all over the state.  
 

Have you ever seen purple Brownstone? Bruce told us 
where to look for it. Magma? Lava? And how we can 
identify that!! 
 

Bruce recommended a book, The Face of Connecticut  
- People, Geology, and the Land by Michael Bell as an 
excellent detailed story of our state. 

 

 
 

June CLAS Fly-out from Cheshire, CT 
Saturday June 10, 2006   (back-up date June 11th) 
Meeting at the commuter parking lot on Route 10 approximately 500 ft. north of Exit 3 on I-691 
Meeting time is 5:15am 
Please RSVP to Mike Bollea at 860-985-6508 if you plan to attend.  Thanks. 
 

 

 1



 

Balloons over Sicily III   by Penny Christy (Photos by Penny, Madi, Ron, Sherry, Patsy, Ken) 
 
On our way to Mussomeli to fly over the castle, I didn’t dream we see a salt mine or a salt processing plant. 
 

             
                            Processed salt, bagged ready for shipping.                                                           Raw mined salt.                                     
 
The Salt mine was interesting in the middle of the island. On the west coast driving to Erice, we saw big salt beds 
where salt was being extracted from ocean water.  
 

                    
           Mussomeli in a distance with the castle a speck on the top of the rock to the right. The view of a hillside collapsed from all the rain. 
 
 
 

             
              We were walking all the way up to the top? 

We were met by a guide with a walking stick who 
walked very slowly with a slightly uneven step. . 
Don’t be fooled by these elderly gentlemen who 
move slowly. They can walk our socks off!  As we 
puffing up the stairs and ever-climbing walkways, 
our guide unlocked the gate and maintained his 
slow, consistent pace up that hill. We all made it to 
the top, some more gracefully than others with fewer 
rests on the way. What a view! You could see 
forever. This was a Convent with a chapel that held 
the remains of two saints. They are in beautiful, 
ornate chests and are paraded through town every 
year as part of the ritual during the Easter parade.  
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Balloons over Sicily III (Cont’d)    Erice 
What a spectacular view of the Northwest corner of Sicily. We drove UP the hairpin turns forever. Thanks heaven 
for the guardrail.  
  

                   
The best view was east toward Palermo (behind the hills). The castle was massive once we drove up to 2400 ft. 
 
 

                     
 
Someone lived here until 20 years ago. Life is returning to the castle with each tour and dinner party. We found a 
tour guide who had been in California for some time before returning just 10 days before. His English was good, 
so we had a very informative tour and bought local wines and oils to take home. Each beam is painted in a unique 
pattern and color. Sherry and Patsy imagine dining at this grand table. Notice the pictures below. It’s a little hazy. 
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Balloons over Sicily III (Cont’d) 
Erici (Cont’d) 
By the time we looked outside again in less than an 
hour, the sky had closed in and we were shrouded in 
fog.  Driving with our professional racecar driver, Ken 
was fine until some of us couldn’t see the edge of the 
road or the turns. When he pulled off one of the hairpin 
turns onto a one lane dirt road with no evidence of any 
turn-arounds or anything to keep us from tumbling 
down hundreds of feet if we caught one wheel on the 
edge of the road, there were voices of protest from the 

front and the back seats and lots of laughter from 
everyone else. We thought it would put the fear of the 
“NO Smoking God” into one of our passengers, but it 
didn’t work.  Once we had our off-road white knuckle 
driving experience and found a place big enough to 
turn around, we made it off the mountain and looked 
back to see a perfect example of a rotor curling off the 
top. How often do you have a chance to photograph 
that!

 

                     
        In less than an hour fog closed in on us at the top of Erice          Photo of a rotor – fog being blown off the peak 
 

 
 

2006 EVENT PLACE CONTACT PHONE 
Jun 4  2nd Annual Amherst Experimental Balloon, Cloudhopper & Airship Gathering Don Nachbar (413) 549-1321 

 registration@xlta.org  http://www.xlta.org 
Jun 9-11 26th Annual Coors Light Balloon Fest, Syracuse NY jbeach@ongov.net  http://onondagacountyparks.com/balloonfest 
Jun 9-11 1st Big Y 70th Anniversary Balloon & Music Festival, Springfield, MA Sally Mazzocchi, Caldwell, NJ (973) 882-5464 

     smazzocchi@balloonfestival.com http://balloonfestival.com 
Jun 16-18  Quechee Balloon Festival, Quechee, VT Bill Whidden (352) 253-0031 whids@juno.com 
Jul 9   Hillsborough Balloon Fest, Hillsborough, NH hillsboroughballoonfest@tds.net    www.balloonfestival.org 
Jul 9   Stoweflake Hot Air Balloon Festival Scott Baraw (802) 760-1049 INVITATION ONLY 
Jul 14-15  19th Green River Festival, Greenfield, MA http://www.greenriverfestival.com/about.html 
Aug 4-6  SpiedieFest Balloon Festival Binghamton NY Dave Passagno INVITATION ONLY 
Aug 11-20  Montgolfieres at St. Jean sur Richelieu, Quebec Marie-Claude  
Aug 14th  Great Falls Balloon Festival, Auburn, ME (800) 639-6331 www.greatfallsballoonfestival.com 
Aug 25-27  Plainville Balloon Festival, Plainville, CT Dale Martin 860- 
Sep 15-17  Northampton, MA Lisa Fusco 
Sep 16   Hollis Old Home Days, Honi Glover 603-465-2262 
Sep 21-24  Adirondack Balloon Festival, Glens Falls, NY 
Sep 22-24  1st Annual High Hopes Fun Festival, Merrimack   Dale Riley 603-673-4036 

CREDITS:  THE GRANITE STATE BALLOON ASSOCIATION and the BFA Website. 
 

 
 

 
More notes from the April 20 Minutes      by Garry Guertin for Ellen Dressel 
Mark Sand reported: 
• Only 44% of membership has paid their 2006 membership dues.  Of 135 total members listed, 59 members 

have paid and 76 members have not yet paid dues. 
• Only one of four landowner card winners has submitted a bill. 
• Final costs from the Winter Dinner and The CLAS Safety Seminar. 
     Total Cost Total Revenue  Net 
 Winter Dinner   $1,282.24 $1,080   ($202.24) 
 CLAS Safety Seminar  $3,191.80 $3,400    $208.20 
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More notes from the April 20 (Cont’d)    by Garry Guertin for Ellen Dressel 
 
New Business: 
Mike Bollea: At the CLAS competition at Skylark Airport on May 20th, no vehicles are allowed on the field. 
 

Charlie Perreault provided members with a 3-minute video on the art of beanbag tossing. 
 

Penny Christy received a complementary book from Linda Donn “The Little Balloonist” written by Linda Donn.  
This debut novel is based on the life of Sophie Blanchard, 19th century French balloonist recreating time in the 
history of flight.  Cindy Smith has taken the book for the first read. 
 
 

 
 
Notes from Beth Miller’s IMC Insurance Conference Call at the May 18th CLAS Meeting 

 

by Garry Guertin 
 

Beth provided very informative pilot ballooning insurance tips on the many aspects of Balloon insurance, 
what to look for, and important questions to ask of any insurance agent that a pilot may consider. 
 

General Rate Discussion: 
One of the most important recommendations Beth provided was to communicate with your agent.  They 

are there to help you.  Ask for the agent’s phone number and cell phone number.   
 

Pilots should ask about the flexibility of their coverage.  What changes can be made and when can the 
coverage be changed?  Ask about what physical damage is covered?  Liability coverage is mandatory but 
physical damage to the balloon is not required.  Pilots should always ask their agent “how can I save money on 
my premium”.  Make sure you know what you are buying. 
 

Hours on a balloon have the most important influence on establishing the insurance rate.  After 350 hours 
coverage will depreciate.  The depreciation calculation is used towards the replacement cost.  Her formula for 
depreciation is a follows.   

Envelope: 1% for every 5 hours greater than 350 hours  
Basket:     1% for every 12.5 hours greater than 350 hours 

 

All pilots on a policy must have a yearly safety seminar session to qualify for an additional policy discount. 
 

Releases: 
Premium discounts can be applied if releases are used.  5% off passenger liability is typical.  Beth 

informed the members that releases have been holding up in cases prior to going to court.  Releases should 
include “Choice of law” clause.  Beth advised caution regarding font size of the release documents.  She advised 
not to use less than a 10 pt font as it may be deeded as hard to read.  In addition, all language should be 
straightforward.  Dangers should be directly identified.  Releases should be signed in advance.  Do not wait until 
the passengers are at the balloon.  Crewmembers should sign a new release every year. 

Use caution on how you fill out your insurance application.  Wording is important. Your premium will be 
based your the written application and how you fill it out. 
 

Passenger Quantity: 
Beth advised that pilots should know the maximum number of passengers that their policy covers.  Any 

passengers over the maximum allowable may void the insurance coverage for that flight.   The insurance policy is 
in effect once passengers are out of their car and walking towards the balloon and doesn’t end until they are no 
longer involved with the balloon or pilot. 

Hartford Courant reported that Bob Bird passed away.  Bob was instrumental in the original Balloons Over 
Bristol and was a long-time balloon enthusiast.  A memorial service is planned for June 24th. 

 
For Sale: Jim Regan (860) 209-0351 ctballooning@sbcglobal.net  Making room in the garage for more toys… 

 

Instruments for sale:  Altimeter and variometer available.  $50 each.    
Burner for Sale: 1987 TBW T-3 burner, excellent condition, includes padded burner bag. $500  
Tanks for Sale: 4 Worthington 10-gallon aluminum tanks. 1 is a TBW master. 3 are slaves with POL fittings 
and full tank collars. The POL fittings can easily be swapped out with Rego fittings. All have padded tank 
covers. They will need an updated visual inspection. $150/ea or $500 for all four.  
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For Sale: Robert Z at (860) 620-3754 RobertZirpolo@comcast.net  Cleaning out some of my balloon stuff. 
 

SkyOx portable oxygen system includes 2 breathing canulas and 2 full masks, tank is aluminum and very 
lightweight, $200 SOLD 
Basket Cover Blue Cordura for Balloon Works 4.9 basket $25 
Quick Release TBW $25  
Winter boots One pair size 12 Northern Outfitters Extreme Winter boots good for -50 degrees F. I've seen 
pictures of people wearing them on Everest. 

 

 
 

An Early Spring (?) Wings Flight by Mike Bollea 
 

I went up with Erwin, for one hour of the Wings 
Program. Fight service forecast L&V at 3 mph on the 
surface, and 8 mph from 290 deg. at 3,000 ft.  We took 
off at 3:45 PM. It was 5mph. from 206 degrees. 5 
minutes into the flight, it was more like 11 mph at 100 
ft. agl all the way.  We made 3 landings and it was 
never L&V at 3 mph. All the landings were 8 to 11 
mph. The last one we could not keep the Balloon up 
and had to rip out in this big field. It looked dry, but it 
wasn’t! The Van could not get to the Balloon, so we 
carried everything about 150 ft. to the trailer. Then the 
Van and trailer got into the mud with only 300 ft. to go 

up a little hill.  The vehicle stopped in the mud so Jerry 
had to call his wife to bring their new 4-wheeler to pull 
the Van out first - then the trailer. We landed at 5PM 
and got everything out by 6:15. WOW! Erwin was 
going to leave it right there and come back in the 
morning. I told him it was going to rain early tomorrow 
and he’d never get it out with rain and more mud. Hey! 
I always have fun, flying with Erwin. I should have 
taken some photos of the mud, but we were busy, 
pushing the Van out before it was too dark to see. 
Jerry needed a good wash job on his new white 
pickup. It was not white anymore! OOPS!

 

        
      Erwin’s approach                                    Land and deflate      Erwin Dressel before the landing and the mud. 

 
 

 
 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2006 CLAS Officers 
 
President: Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President: Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary: Ellen Dressel 203-272-6116 edressel@cox.net 
Treasurer: Mark Sand 860-536-7393 mdsand@snet.net 

 

Message from Beth Miller after the April 20 “Conference Call Meeting”: 
 

"THANK YOU to the Ballooning Community for all of the support and loyalty that each of you have shown IMC 
throughout the last 25 years.  Without you ALL, we would not be here! We KNOW, and APPRECIATE that fact. 
A perfect example is the "Canada" issue.  After the email was sent from the Canadian events to our customers 
without my knowledge, I received so many calls from our customers supporting IMC over the Canadian event trying 
to tell American pilots with whom to insure! 
I will PROMISE to continue to do my very best for our customer base (plus, the Ballooning Community in general) 
for each situation, whether it be Canada, or any other insurance challenge presented." 
  

Soft Landings and Gentle Winds...to each!  
  

Beth M. Miller, VP, IMC Balloon Agency, bmiller@imcins.com, 1/800-783-5963 ext 220 
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CLAS Fly-out at Skylark Airport on May 20 Thwarted by a Low Level Jet. 

Breakfast followed at the Cracker Barrel. 

 
CLAS 2006 COMPETITION 

May20th: Daryl and Cindy Smith, Mike Bollea, Charlie Perreault, and their crews arrived at Skylark Airport 
and decided not to fly with the low level jet. They paraded to breakfast at the Cracker Barrel in Windsor. 
 

CLAS Fly-out/Competition Saturday June 10th Cheshire, CT Rtes 10 and 691 Commuter lot 
north of Exit 3 off Rte 691. Meeting time will be 5:15AM at the commuter lot  
 

We will send at least 2 e-mail reminders out each month, as well as publishing it in the newsletter.   
We're going to vary the tasks this year, so it’s not the same thing every time.  We may even score multiple tasks on 
the same day if the weather will allow it.  And I'll try to get you the standings each month for the newsletter.  
d 

2006 CLAS Competition Schedule 
 

April 8 (Called for Wind) Ellington, CT Rt. 83 Ellington Supermarket parking Lot 
May 20 (Called for Wind) East Windsor CT Balloons over Skylark Airport 

June 10 Cheshire, CT  Rte 10 Commuter lot 
July 8 TBA  

August 26 Plainville, CT Plainville Balloon Festival 
September 16 TBA  

October 14 Cheshire, CT Rte 10 commuter lot 
November 18 TBA     
December 9 TBA      

January 6, 2007 Southington, CT  Frozen Buns fly-out  
 

Competition flights are scheduled for Saturday mornings. The next morning (Sunday) is the back-up date. 
 

 
 

 

YOUR PICTURES MAKE THE 2007 CLAS Calendars:    
Gather or start taking your pictures for next year’s calendar and September’s Photo Contest. 

 
 
A few more Crew Scoring Tests: 
* If you participate in disassembly of a balloon basket and its contents and help carry them out of an inaccessible 
field where the pilot landed    + 3 points 
 

*If the automatic gear shift indicator in the chase vehicle does not work and you can get the vehicle to drive forward 
anyway   + 1 point 
 

*If the pilot is flying away and says "You might need gas" and YOU spend $50 to fill the tank   + 2 points 
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Minutes of the CLAS Meeting, May 18th, 2006 
 

Attendance: Ellen & Erwin Dressel, Lisa Huck, Santo Galatioto, Tom Murphy, Mick Murphy, 
Mike Bollea, Cheryl Regan, Tony Roswell, Mark Sand, Charlie Perreault, Penny Christy, Rob Macfarlane, Dan 
King, and Jack Perry 

 

Meeting began at 7:30 p.m. with guest speaker Bruce Richardson. 
 

Bruce was introduced to ballooning when Erwin gave his daughter, Libby, a ride.  Bruce and his wife, 
Stephanie, came along for the chase.  Having retired from teaching earth science, Bruce gave us a heads 
up to call upon him for crew, especially weekdays. 
 

As most pilots fly crew, we gave Bruce and Stephanie a ride last fall.  Knowing the geologic make up of 
Connecticut, he pointed out many of the ridge characteristic to Erwin. 
 

This was so interesting that Erwin thought Bruce’s knowledge would benefit all balloonists.  Thus it was 
arranged for Bruce to speak to the membership. 
 

As posted in the May issue of the ‘SCOOP’, Bruce has a degree in Earth Science with a Masters in 
Environmental Science.  Bruce taught at Cheshire High for 36 years.  He is a very personable and 
knowledgeable individual.  He is well regarded by his former students.  
 

Bruce was well prepared with a hand out for everyone explaining how the face of CT was formed.  Did you 
know that the eastern portion of the state was once part of Africa? 
 

Bruce left us with a book highly recommended to all for easy reading on the face of CT.   “The Face of 
Connecticut” People, Geology, and the Land by Michael Bell. This book can be obtained thru the state 
geological and natural history Bulletin # 110. 
 

Old Business: Bristol Balloon Festival will not take place May 19th-21st.   
 

New Business:  Informal discussion followed over refreshments. Re: Safety Seminar and BFA requirements, 
Insurance requirements, One topic seminar, Polly Lasher resigning from the BFA as Safety Seminar Chair 
 

Respectively submitted, 
Ellen Dressel, Secretary 
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New Schedule 
The Third Annual Season of Two Trips 

Ballooning In Sicily, Italy 2007 
 

Experience The Beauty, The History, The Art, The Tastes 
(absolutely the best food in the world) and  

The Wondrousness of 
Sunny Sicily, Italy 

(Based out of my home town, Grotte, Agrigento) 
 

End of March and beginning of April trips. 
Six person groups. (Max eight under the right circumstances.) 

 

Take a break from our winters, just when you need it most! 
 

Hotel Accommodations, Local Food, Airline Tickets, 
Chase/Travel Vehicles and 

Hot Air Balloon with pilot and interpreter. Inclusive. 
 

March 20th to March 29th 2007 - $2500. 
April 3rd to April 12th 2007 - $2500 (wraps around the Easter holiday) 

  

Contact Amedeo (Mario) Di Stefano 
At 508 853 6101 or 508 842 3300, 

E-mail bellavia63@charter.net 
Go to www.bellaviaballoon.com, 

Check out the details and use the links to see what to visit. 
 

References  
Dennis Chiarelli, dcrew88@aol.com,  1 609 688 1398  
Rob & Alice Eddy, rob1eddy@aol.com, 1 864 963 7945  
Penny Christy, pmchristy@earthlink.net ,  1 860 857 8757  
Ron & Sherry Gilmore, smouse@frontiernet.net 1 585 335 9294, 
Ken Tadolini & Patsy Buchwald, outlaw@rockymountainhotair.com, 1 303 936 0292, 
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Plainville Fire Fighter finally takes the Balloon Ride he won for their Department’s 
participation in the Plainville Balloon Festival in August 2005. 

 
Mike Schneider won the drawing for the balloon ride that Dale Martin (who is in charge of the balloon festival) set up 
for one of his guys to win. Dale was offered the balloon ride as thanks from all the balloonists for the wonderful 
event presented by the Plainville Fire Department for the town and Dale responded by saying “Give it to one of my 
guys, but I can’t let you take any of them for a ride now!”  
 
The local balloonists and those from surrounding states have enjoyed the Plainville Balloon Festival at the end of 
August for many years now. Mike finally took his flight with Penny Christy last Monday on Memorial Day just before 
he was to drive one of the fire trucks in the Memorial Day Parade. Mike took his niece, Amber, with him and they 
both really enjoyed their flight. We were well escorted by the Southington Police Department as Mike’s brother and 
fellow officer kept a protective eye on the operation. And then there was family, family and more family!! 
 

    
 
                         Mike and Amber ready to go…..                                    Mike helping with deflation. 

       
 
Tasks for everyone:  Balloon carry bag        Envelope packing straps                Drop Line rewinding 
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of ballooning. 
Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are 
scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. For more 
information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stamp 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 

 

 11
 

http://www.lighterthanair.org/

	June CLAS Fly-out from Cheshire, CT
	More notes from the April 20 Minutes      by Garry Guertin for Ellen Dressel
	For Sale: Robert Z at (860) 620-3754 RobertZirpolo@comcast.net  Cleaning out some of my balloon stuff.
	2006 CLAS Competition Schedule

	�
	YOUR PICTURES MAKE THE 2007 CLAS Calendars:

