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The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net

 
 

CLAS MEETING April 20, 2006 
Educational: “Personal Waivers”  

Live with Beth Miller from IMC Balloon Insurance Co. via phone conference. 
 

Come to the Plainville Municipal building (Rte 372) on 
Thursday, Apr. 20, 2006 at 7:30PM Beth Miller  

Thursday, May 18, 2006 at 7:30PM Bruce Richardson, Earth Science Teacher 
 

CT Balloon Events 
Balloons over Bristol May 19th – 21st (CANCELLED) 

Plainville Balloon Festival August 25th – 27th 
 

 

 

 

Balloons over Sicily    by Penny Christy (Photos by Penny, Madi, Ron, Sherry, Patsy, Ken) 
 
For those of you who hemmed and hawed about going to Sicily with Mario DiStefano --- TOO BAD FOR YOU!!!  
YOU LOSE!  Next year’s trips depart March 20 and April 3, 2007. (Limit 6 per trip) 
 
This trip was delightful, grand, spectacular, delicious and an immersion into the Sicilian culture with love! 
 
The first view of Sicily was of the eastern part of the Island as we came out of the clouds to see Mt. Etna covered 
in fresh snow and puffing gently from two openings while we flew around it to the airport in Catania.  
 

         

Mt. Etna 
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Balloons over Sicily  (Cont’d)     The rest of the island was green punctuated with white rock 
outcroppings. We were met by one of Amedeo (Mario) Di Stefano’s cousins and another gentleman who drove us 
to the hotel. We took pictures until the daylight faded during our 1½ hour, four or five-tunnel drive. 
 
Our accommodations were at The Hamilton Hotel about 40 kilometers north of Agrigento near the south-central 
coast and a few miles south of Mario’s hometown of Grotte. The hotel was immaculate with freshly pressed linens 
daily and a friendly staff that we all considered family within a couple of days. That night we had a 7-course meal 
prepared just for us! Of course, we ate everything! So much food and it was so good! Fresh, fresh, fresh! My fish 
combination platter had prawns, a white fish and roasted calamari. (Whole tube about 7 inches long with “wings”). 
We decided that it must be cuttlefish and was it ever good! (The second night we were offered the same amount 
of food and were smarter not to eat everything.) This was our introduction to Sicily. (By the way, everyone spoke 
Italian to us. Time for lots of laughing and the dictionaries to learn as many Italian words as possible!) 
 
My experience of the 11 days focused on four main areas: FOOD, Ballooning, Touring, and Family. Our hotel 
produced the best food. Every time we went somewhere else, we said it’s better at the hotel. We were so spoiled. 
They took such good care of us. The local wine was served by the pitcher, not the glass. This is where I 
discovered “Lemoncello”, a zippy lemon liqueur that I sometimes mixed with Sprite. Since we arrived on a 
Thursday night, the hotel dining room was almost all ours with a few of the hotel guests. The next three nights the 
dining room was packed with local families including young children. The lobby was full of a group of relatives all 
joined in conversation. We “Americanos” ate about an hour or so earlier than the locals and still had 2-hour 
dinners. There was so much to talk about - our experiences, travels and the food, as we got acquainted and 
enjoyed all the varied Sicilian cuisine that the Hamilton Hotel chefs prepared just for us. 
 
The first day was more like an orientation where we set up the balloon and chase vehicle system, met Amedeo’s 
cousins (Madi, Rosa, Diego and Salvatore), saw the people and town of Grotte and drove some of the 
surrounding area. The cousins all call Amedeo Mario Di Stefano by his nickname, Madi, and he requested us to 
do the same. We were using Paul Stumpf’s colorful Aerostar 105 cu. ft. balloon. 
 
Most of the towns are clusters of sandstone block buildings with red tiled roofs that are built on the tops of hills or 
mountains. The streets were usually narrow with cobblestone or a granite-like ceramic paving. The valleys are 
mostly farm fields, vineyards, olive, orange, lemon and other fruit with pear and peach orchards just starting to 
blossom. 
 
In the afternoon, we drove south to Agrigento and hiked through the Valley of the Temples. Little did I know I’d 
be flying over them in a balloon the next day! These sites are ever-changing as the archeologists discover and 
expose more and more clues from previous civilizations.   
 

                        Columns                      Penny and Madi dwarfed by columns 

                              

Our gang
next to a

VERY OLD
olive tree

between the
columns and

the temples

 

     Madi in the aromatic Rosemary       The previously inhabited caves by orange groves         Fresh Almonds 
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Balloons over Sicily  (Cont’d) 
We had our first taste of local fruits in a garden below the ruins. We picked oranges from trees and all sampled 
them. We also ate raw almonds growing on the surrounding trees as we looked over the newly dug ruins out to 
San Leone and the Mediterranean Sea. The oranges were fresh and delicious. Throughout our visit, we ate all 
types from Mandarin Oranges, to Blood Oranges, to Tangerines, Sicily’s juice oranges and the famous Ribera. 
 
Temple of Concord (440 BC)      “Homes” built between the temples                    Temple of Juno (450 BC) 

                       
 
The next morning we launched the balloon from the Market Place in the center of Grotte. 
 
Madi’s cousin, Salvatore, a fireman, knows everyone for miles (or kilometers) and was also the promoter for the 
ballooning adventures. He drove the second chase vehicle, spoke only Italian, and brought his English-speaking 
father-in-law to interpret. There were many town people and cousins watching us launch.  
 

    
 
Lifting off we saw a Sicilian “21st century burro” go by… a 3-wheeled Vespa type mini-pickup with a wide flat cart 
on the back. Later on in our wanderings we did see one real donkey/burro still being ridden in the town whose 
rider stopped and posed for picture taking - one of the two still in use by some older campagniolos in Grotte. 
 
Madi piloted the balloon over Racamulto, the town to the east of Grotte. Have you ever chased in a 9-person 
Renault standard-shift diesel van through tiny streets where double parking almost seemed normal? There was a 
dense layer of fog in the valley ahead so Madi stayed on the ridge and landed in a farmer’s field with a view of 
Sutera in the background. (An ancient town half way up and surrounding a 2850 ft rock outcropping topped by 
an old Franciscan order convent. We didn’t know Sutera was going to be yet another adventure in a few days.)  
 
Back to the landing… The farmer came from his vineyard to welcome us as we arrived in the chase vehicles. 
NOTHING in Sicily is fast. Sicilians LOVE to TALK!!!!!!  It probably took us an hour and a half to pack up and 
drive out. 
                   Landing                          Sicilians standing around Talking    Stopping long enough to pose for a picture 
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Balloons over Sicily  (Cont’d) 
 
Refueling was an experience! We pulled up to a normal looking gas (petrol) pump with cars on either side. These 
cars ran on Liquid Propane!! (No pollution either). The attendant plugs the nozzle into the aft side of the car and 
fills it. It was an “LP Only” station. There was no gas at this one.   
 
That afternoon looked great for flying as well. The plan was to launch in a grassy pasture to the south and fly 
north over the temples of Agrigento. All the cousins came out to watch the launch! The TV News was also on its 
way. We quickly lost the south wind that would have taken us over the middle temple. We flew beside the most 
eastern Temple of Juno and continued up the valley. The view of the Mediterranean to the south with sand and 
turquoise water, big ships and the sun glistening on it was beautiful! Needless to say, we had traffic backed up on 
all the roads with all the balloon spectators. We made history: no one had ever flown a balloon over the temples 
before. We finally landed in and near an old “Roman ruin.”  The winds were picking up and we still had a stand up 
landing. We made sure we packed up as quickly as possible.  
 
Back at the hotel, news had traveled back to the owners about our flight and Salvatore called to tell us that we 
had hit one of the Sicilian TV news channels. Another wonderful dinner, choosing more conservatively this night 
and then off to bed we went with the confidence of another great day for the morrow in store for us.  
 
Temple of Juno from below         Temple of Concord from the balloon     Temple of Juno at day’s end. 

    
 
 
Next Installment of Balloons over Sicily in the next Scoop… 
 
See more of Mussomeli and its castle 

   
 
 
Websites of interest 
 
Blastvalve Ballooning Web Site has a beta version of a comprehensive weather reference service.  To try it out, 
visit:  www.blastvalve.com\weather  per Mick 
 
Thought this website might be of interest: www.lighterthanairvision.com     
 
This one too: www.theonion.com/content/node/44894  per Jim Regan. 
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CLAS Meeting, March 16th, 2006 
 

Attendance: Ellen Dressel, Lisa Huck, Santo Galatioto, Kevin Brielmann, Mike Bollea,  
Cheryl Regan, Tony Roswell, Mark Sand, Charlie Perreault, Penny Christy, Matthew Dutkiewicz, Terri 
Rollinson and Garry Guertin 

 

Meeting began at 7:45 p.m. without a quorum present. 
 

Seminar was a success.  Being our third year we are established. 
Mike Wallace donated two $100 dollar bills to be drawn by the new or renewing BFA members. 
 Cindy Smith received one and Penny Christy split hers with Deb Smith. 
Bob Fazzio was satisfied with the cleanliness of the Pratt & Whitney Customer Training Center after we 

left. The only unexpected event at the seminar was a breach in security when someone departed by the wrong 
door and set off the alarm. 
 Santo Galatioto was complemented on his roll as emcee. 
 
 Mark Sand was upset with the food bill, $3200.  A $600 charge was added for delivery.   

Ended up costing $30/person.  Need to investigate a different location for 2007. 
   Maybe Gene’s or the New England Air Museum. 
 
Old Business: 

Bristol Balloon Festival will take place May 19th-21st.  And will be at St. Paul’s school. 
Charlie Perreault has landowner cards. 
 

New Business:  
CLAS Competition should have a revolving trophy as with the other plaques we  

present at the winter dinner.  After 3 years to the same person, it will stay with the  
winner. 

  
Art Laliberte Crew Award plaque that is filled will be on display at the Plainville Fire House.   

Cheryl Regan has the plaque and will take it to the firehouse. 
  
 Santo Galatioto made mention of giving winners pins for the CLAS competition,  

as with the safety seminar instead of the paper certificate. 
 
 It will be tabled until the April meeting. 
 
 Kevin Brielmann spoke about sanctioned tasks and getting a state points leader. 
  They will need to do a required number of tasks. 
  This would be an educational meeting and going over the BFA rulebook. 
  Jim Regan should lead this as he has the interest at present. 
  Discussion tabled for a formal meeting with more present. 
 
 Santo Galatioto stated that there should be a phone chain for those not into e-mail so all  

would get the needed information. 
 
Quorum has been reached with additional members arriving. 

 
Motion was made by Mike Bollea, seconded by Mark Sand and passed to make  
Dale Martin an honorary member of CLAS.  Not a voting member and as long as he is involved with the 
Plainville Balloon Festival. 

  
 A “Thank-you” paperweight will be made for Dale and Bob Martens, retired FFA  

representative for our area for their contributions to the ballooning community. 
 
 Motion made by Mike Bollea, seconded by Cheryl Regan to accept the minutes of last  

months' meeting with noted corrections, to read revolving and not revolting. 
  
 Treasurers report  $8147 in checking and $3700 in 2 CD’s.  Seminar food bill yet to be  

paid, reducing the total. 
  Audit to be completed by the April meeting. 
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CLAS Meeting, March 16th, 2006 (Cont’d) 
Santo Galatioto asked for a vote of thank-you for Penny Christy, Charlie Perreault and  

Garry Guertin for their work on the safety seminar. 
 

Discussion about vehicular insurance:  Mark Sand reported that the state of CT requires the  
driver to have a commercial drivers license if the van is carrying more than 10 passengers. 

   Progressive wants $1144/yr. to insure van for commercial passengers. 
   Allstate wants $1800 - 2000 for the same coverage. 
 
 The April meeting will be a conference call with Beth Miller of IMC Insurance to discuss a  

release for ‘to hold harmless’.  Also should your crew should sign off on this form. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:10p.m. 
 
Respectively submitted, Ellen Dressel, Secretary 
 
7th Annual Holiday Balloon Fest in Battle Creek, MI  
By Jim Regan   Photos by Jim and his crew 
 
 
Why would 2 Connecticut pilots and their teams’ 
travel to Michigan in December for a balloon 
festival?   One word….FUN!   
 
CLAS members Jim Regan and Mick Murphy made 
the 14-hour trip to Battle Creek, MI and joined 70 
other balloonists for this years’ event.  Held at 
Kellogg’s’ Cereal City USA, it was clear from the 
start the event was focused on ballooning, family 
fun, and the holiday spirit.  Many of the Kellogg 
characters greeted pilots as we arrived on Friday 
and the opportunity was not wasted.  My team 
accomplished our primary goal of having a picture 
taken with Tony the Tiger even before we made it to 
registration. 

 
 
At the initial briefing on Friday, it was obvious the 
strong winds were not going to allow a flight or glow 
so festival organizers had another plan.  We’d all 
take out our baskets and “twinkle” our burners for 
the crowd.  Festival volunteers (also called 
Merrymakers) awarded nice points for allowing kids 
into your basket, and naughty points were given to 
the few who didn’t participate.  There were also 
bonus points awarded if you dressed up or 
decorated your basket.    
 

 
 

 
 

Saturday morning we awoke to chilly temps and very 
light winds.  Organizers called a 4-part, judge declared 
goal task for the flight.  The first target required the 
pilot to throw a baggie of coal to the X, followed by a 
wreath toss onto a pole 100’ downwind.  The prize for 
the wreath toss was a $6300 hot tub and one pilot 
managed to bounce his wreath off the pole, but there 
was no winner.  My team had a plan to get it home, 
even before I took off, so I really disappointed them by 
missing the target field completely.  The third JDG was 
in the parking lot of Cereal City followed by the final 
JDG in a park on the other side of the city.  
Unfortunately the winds went almost calm and most 
didn’t reach the 3rd target before it closed.  I landed, 
swapped passengers, and kept flying until we realized 
we’d miss refueling if we didn’t land and get back 
soon. 

. 

Saturday afternoon, the organizers called another JDG and then we were given a 4-block radius in downtown 
Battle Creek from which to launch.  Our markers for this task were rubber duckies and in the center of the target 
was a basket.  An extra $100 would go to anyone making a drop into the basket.  I launched from the parking lot 
of Cereal City, but the winds had changed direction and picked up in speed so I passed on trying to score. 
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7th Annual Holiday Balloon Fest in Battle Creek, MI  (Cont’d)  We flew for about 30 minutes 
before dropping into a snow-covered field for a stand-up landing.  This evenings glow also turned into another 
“twinkle” as the wind stayed at 15mph and snow moved in.  Even with the weather, the crowds still packed in and 
there were smiles all around. 

                
 

Sunday morning’s flight was cancelled because of forecasted snow, although it never came.  One of the pilots 
even went back to the hotel and launched from the parking lot as it turned out to be a beautiful morning.  I was 
tempted to do the same but we still had to pack up the room and truck.  It was then on to the awards brunch 
where over 700 people gathered for an awesome Mongolian Bar-B-Que.   
 

In-between all the ballooning, there were a lot of other activities in Battle Creek as well.  Visits to the local brew 
house, walking along the river to see the Christmas lights, tours of Cereal City, and even a snowball fight with 
Sugar Bear.  Battle Creek may be a city, but it maintains a small town character and the people are great.  On our 
return trip, we opted to head north through Canada and made a stop at Niagara Falls to see the falls at night.  
Then it was back on the road, finally pulling in at 4am.  It was a long ride, but worth every minute of it and we’re 
already planning for 2006. 
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More on the Michigan Winter Holiday Balloon Festival from SEMBA’s viewpoint 
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Holiday Balloon Festival (Cont’d) 

  
 

 
 

CLAS 2006 COMPETITION 
April 9th: Daryl and Cindi Smith, Mike Bollea, Charlie Perreault, Jim Regan, Kevin Brielmann, and 
Penny Christy met in Ellington, watched flags indicate the gusty wind and “caravanned” to breakfast at 
the Cosmic Omelet in Manchester. 
 
Second 2006 Fly-out/Competition Saturday May 20th Skylark Airport, East Windsor, CT 
 
Meeting time will be 5:00am at the airport   
 
We will send at least 2 email reminders out each month, as well as publishing it in the newsletter.   
We're going to vary the tasks this year, so it’s not the same thing every time.  We may even score multiple tasks 
on the same day if the weather will allow it.  And I'll try to get you the standings each month for the newsletter.  
 
2006 CLAS Competition Schedule 
 

April 8 (Called for Wind) Ellington, CT Rt. 83 Ellington Supermarket parking Lot 
May 20 East Windsor CT Balloons over Skylark Airport 
June 10 Cheshire, CT  Rte 10 Commuter lot 
July 8 TBA  

August 26 Plainville, CT Plainville Balloon Festival 
September 16 TBA  

October 14 Cheshire, CT Rte 10 commuter lot 
November 18 TBA     
December 9 TBA      

January 6, 2007 Southington, CT  Frozen Buns fly-out  
 
Competition flights are scheduled for Saturday mornings. The next morning (Sunday) is the back-up date. 
 

 
 

2007 CLAS Calendars:    
Gather or start taking your pictures for next year’s calendar and September’s Photo Contest. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2006 CLAS Officers 
 
President: Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President: Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary: Ellen Dressel 203-272-6116 edressel@cox.net 
Treasurer: Mark Sand 860-536-7393 mdsand@snet.net 
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. 
For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stamp 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 
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