
The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net

Volume XVIII, Issue 9 October 2005 

CLAS MEETING October 20, 2005  
Spotlights  

Erwin Dressel presenting “Your Chase Vehicle”  
After the business meeting. 

 

EVERYONE, be at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30PM!! 
 

 
 

CLAS members, Kevin Brielmann and Mike Wallace fly in the  
2005 Fiesta America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Competition in Albuquerque, NM 

             
   (Photo Courtesy of AIBF)    Spirit of Springfield (Lower left) Photo Courtesy of AIBF 

 
Below is the map, as of Monday afternoon, of the flight of Kevin Brielmann and Mike Wallace took as they flew the 
Spirit of Springfield (Mike’s Gas Balloon) in this year’s America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race. They launched 
from Albuquerque on Saturday, October 1 during this year’s Fiesta and flew about 1000 miles into MN just 
northwest of Minneapolis. Being run together was the Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett, the prestigious gas 
balloon competition in the world. (The winners take next year’s race to their country.)  
 
“As the sun rises in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan, the competition remains very close in both the Coupe 
Aeronautique Gordon Bennett and the Balloon Fiesta America’s Challenge.  As of 5:00 AM MDT (1100Z), an 
America’s Challenge competitor, the Team 12 balloon of John Kugler and Dennis Brown, had flown the greatest 
distance of any of the balloons.  The Gordon Bennett leader, by the narrowest of margins, was the Germany 3 
team of Wilhelm Eimers and Ulrich Seel.  Eimers is the only three-time Gordon Bennett winner flying in 
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America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Competition (Cont’d) the competition and is one of only 
five competitors who have won three or more times in the 100-year history of the race.  Both of 
the lead teams are flying in northern Wisconsin and if they stay on their present course will cross 
into the upper peninsula of Michigan. The end result was that the Belgian team of Berben and 
Simeons, one of whom was trained by Wilhelm Eimers, “streaked” across Canada and landed just 
north of Maine leaving their competitors in the Canadian wilderness. 
 
This wasn’t just an “unpack your balloon, fill (sand bags and helium), and launch.” It takes months 
of careful planning, preparation, a balloon annual, locating and cleaning all the equipment that was 
packed at last year’s landing, loading the balloon trailer so it can be hauled to Albuquerque. There 
are the sand bags to repair, (with last year’s sand that binds up the sewing machine), batteries to 
charge and check, food to plan, radios to check, layers of clothing to plan and bring, Oxygen tank 
to refill, new set of sectionals for the entire country, up to 3 days of provisions, etc. etc. 
 

 
 

Are you up to the challenge? 
 

 

CLAS Members and Guests – Pilots and Crews are all invited to take and 
send in the 

“Challenge of the Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz.” 
 
There are 25 questions.  Almost all of the answers can be determined using material included on the 
New York Sectional Chart.   The FAR/AIM was used to settle disputes and the New York Sectional 
Chart was used for the test. There were some lively discussions and everyone who took the test 
thought it was a great exercise to brush up on some skills that we hadn’t used for a while. We also 
became more familiar with the sectional for the areas we fly and surrounding areas as well.  
 

Prizes are being given to the top three scores. 
  

Results for the September Navigation challenge are: 
1st Santo Galatioto, 2nd Penny Christy, 3rd Charlie Perreault 

 
 

 
If you weren’t at the last meeting, send your answers in to this Sectional 

Chart/Navigation Quiz to qualify for prizes!!!  
Answers will be published next month. 

Note:  Designate all answers calling for an altitude as feet MSL or feet AGL. 
 

1. What is the radio frequency of the control tower at Sikorsky Memorial Airport in Bridgeport, CT? 
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Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz (Cont’d) 
2. What is the elevation at the surface, directly under the group obstruction (towers) located 7 nm NE of 

Waterbury Oxford Airport? 
 
3. You are 1100 ft AGL over Mountain Meadow Airfield, near Torrington, CT.  What airspace designation are 

you in? 
 

4. What is the UNICOM frequency for Northampton Airport, MA? 
 

5. What airport is located 20 nm from the Block Island VOR-DME along the 010° Radial? 
 

6. What is the ceiling of the Class C airspace directly above Providence, RI Airport (T.F. Green State 
Airport)? 

 
7. What is the latitude and longitude of Salmon River Airfield, in Marlboro, CT? 

 
8. You lift off from Skylark Airport for an attempt to set the Connecticut hot air balloon altitude record.  Your 

target altitude is 18,500 ft (MSL).  You have applied for and received a waiver from the FAA for the flight, 
based on your projected flight path.  List the airspace designations you will encounter from the surface at 
Skylark to 18,500 ft (MSL).  Hint:  you will be in 5 different airspaces and you will be in one of them twice.   

 
1. Bonus: Your FAA waiver is for altitude.  It does not apply to equipment.  What three additional pieces of 

equipment do you need for this flight that you normally do not carry? (No, an aircraft band radio is not one 
of them, although you must carry one, too, when operating within Class C airspace). 

 
9. List the altitudes at which the airspace designation changes on the flight described in Question 7, above.    

 
10. You take off from Waterbury Oxford Airport and land at Robertson Field.  What was the distance of your 

flight in nm? 
 

11. What was your course, in degrees, on the above flight? 
 

12. Why should you exercise additional caution when flying in the vicinity of Gardiner Airport, NY (41° 41’ N, 
74° 09’ W)? 

 
13. How high above the ground is the group obstruction located 3.5 nm ESE of Goshen, CT? 

 
14. What would be your minimum altitude if you plan to cross over the group obstruction referred to in 

Question 13, above? 
 

15. You launch at 5:45 AM from Thompson Airport, located approximately 10 nm NNW of Waterbury Oxford 
Airport?  What airspace are you in at launch? 

 
16. How high must you be to fly over, not through Groton New London Airport Class D airspace? 

 
17. What is the maximum elevation you would encounter in the latitude/longitude box in which Tweed New 

Haven Airport is located? 
 

18. What does the pennant symbol at Beach Pond, approximately 19 nm SW of Providence, RI Airport (T.F. 
Green State), designate? 

 
19. You launch a PIBAL from the Aqua Turf Club.  Your hand-held magnetic compass shows the PIBAL 

following a course of 235°.  What is the true course of the PIBAL? 
 

20. At what altitude is the floor of Class E airspace above Middletown, CT? 
 

21. Winds are favorable for a 17 nm cross-water flight from Gooseair Airport, ME (43° 25’ N, 70° 26’ W), to 
York Beach, ME (43° 10’ N, 70° 36’ W).  What procedure must you follow during the flight? 

 
Bonus:  If you do not follow this procedure, and you survive, how long will your prison sentence be for? 

 
22. What are the control tower hours of operation for Hartford Brainard Airport? 
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Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz (Cont’d) 
 

23. Your flight planning indicates that your flight path may take you past the Western boundary of the New 
York Sectional Chart.  What chart should you obtain to plan the rest of your flight? 

 
24. You launch from Colchester, Ct (41° 35’ N, 72° 19’ W).  Visibility is 2.5 statute miles in light mist.  Sky is 

overcast at 3500 ft AGL.  What maximum altitude can you fly at and still remain “legal?” 
 

25. What are the lower and upper limits of the Class D airspace surrounding New Bedford, MA Regional 
Airport? 

 
Send all your answers to Mark Sand to register for the prizes. 

A drawing will be held in the case of a tie. 
 

 
 

Local Weather Briefers an 
endangered species? 

 
Mr. Dave Hamelin 

Photo by  Mike Bollea 

 
Dave Hamelin, the weather briefer who was our 
guest speaker at the May CLAS Meeting, writes 
Erwin:  
 

Hello, Erwin and Ellen.... I hope you had a great time 
in Glens Falls this year.... 
   As of today all appeals have failed and Lockheed 
will take over on Tuesday. We'll be here for maybe 
another six months, and then we'll shut the doors. 
Spread the word at your next club meeting, and of 
course your pilots should prepare a backup plan for 
obtaining weather, if they all don't get  
their weather off the internet. See you 
again........dave 

 
 

 

Gene’s Corner House Restaurant 
1219 South Main St. Plantsville, CT 

January 28th 2006 @ 6:00 p.m. 
Come One! Come All! Enjoy a  
Great Evening of Fellowship,  

 4
Fun and Laughter. 



 
 
 

 

Glens Falls was almost a CLAS Event with so many members there. 
 

 

 

 

Thirty-Three And Counting – Glen
 

By Mark Sand 
 

The thirty-third rendition of the Adirondack Hot Air Balloon Festiva
“Glens Falls,” came off without a hitch September 23-25, 2005.  O
CLAS represented by intrepid pilots Mike Bollea, Erwin Dressel, J
Goodyear, Bill Costen, Frank Bart, Kevin Brielmann, James Clark
Lefevre, Mark Lefevre, and Balloonmeister for the event, Bill Hugh
members, the author included, crewed for the pilots mentioned ab
members accounted for the highest percentage of participants of 
organization.   
 
Friday night turned out to be a bit on the windy side, with only five
evening flight was Kenny Shumate’s fly-in to the field (Floyd Benn
Brazilian Clown Special Shape.   
 
After the welcoming party, we all hit the sack in anticipation of bet
not disappointed.  Light winds out of the NNE dominated Saturda
balloons crossed the Hudson River and after about an hour’s fligh
landed in South Glens Falls. 
 
Saturday afternoon was used to repay sleep debts or to sightsee 
Village, along the shore of beautiful Lake George. 
 
Saturday evening saw the premier flight of the weekend.  True bo
field for the entire flight.  Low altitude winds drove the balloons to 
thousand feet the winds shifted around 180° and pushed the ballo
were able to cross the field multiple times.  The winds at all altitud
balloons landed back at the airport after an hour or so in the air.  M
than 50 feet from his launch point when a few balloons got there a
Spoiler!  Mike was “forced” to land about 150 yards south of his ta
expend about 25 cents worth of gas on the chase.  Actually, since
50 cents.  
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Best caption for this 
picture wins a 
prize…….!!!! 

 
"Garry Forgets Why He's 
There," or something like 

that?     
 

Photo by Mark Sand 
 
 

s Falls, 2005 

l, known to balloonists simply as 
ver sixty-five balloons attended, with 
immy Regan, Paul Stumpf, Amy 
, Jim Ellis, Susan Sparks, Gerard 
es.  Numerous other CLAS 
ove.  It is safe to say that CLAS 
any other regional balloon 

 balloons launching.  The hit of the 
ett Memorial Airport) aboard his 

ter weather for Saturday.  We were 
y morning’s flight.  Most of the 
t, covering some three miles, gently 

the area, particularly Lake George 

x winds were present over the launch 
the south, while above a few 
ons back to the north.  Some pilots 
es were very gentle.  Virtually all the 
ike Bollea was poised to land less 

head of him, Kevin B. being the Chief 
ke-off spot and Mark S. had to 
 it was Mike’s truck, it probably cost 



Glens Falls, 2005 (Cont’d)  
A balloon glow by six or so balloons, followed by fireworks on the lake, capped a perfect Saturday.   
 
Sunday morning dawned overcast, with rain threatening.  The prevailing winds were out of the SSW, 
which would push the balloons toward Lake George and the heavily forested areas on both sides of the 
lake.  About forty balloons launched.  The slow conditions allowed for a safe flight to the NNE, with all 
pilots “staying low,” and landing well short and to the east of the lake.   
 
After the traditional brunch on Sunday morning we headed home, an easy three- hour “Sunday Drive.”  
There was no official flight Sunday evening, but pilots were invited to fly if they wished.  Few, if any, 
decided to fly that evening.   
 
The 100,000+ spectators at Glens Falls this year were treated to a fantastic display of aerostatics.  The 
pilots and crews thoroughly enjoyed flying up in the Adirondacks and can't wait to return next year for 
the thirty-forth. 
 

 
 
More from Glens Falls’ 33rd…….. 
Photos by Mark Sand and Mike Bollea 

Grant Aiello’s Octopus Balloon 
 

            
 
 

 

       
      Jim Regan and Kevin Brielmann at Glens Falls         Jim and Kevin at Glens Falls “buzzing the tower?” 
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         Mark Sand by Lake George           The Little Bees at Glens Falls  

 
 
 

L

Thanks to Jim

Th
Oc

 
Where is this
First one wh
 

 

 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2005 CLAS Officers 
President:  Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President:  Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand 860-426-0814 mdsand@snet.net  
Treasurer (Acting) Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
AS Competition News   

 Regan, Matt Dutkiewicz and Mike Bollea for help coordinating the competitions 
Mike’s phone is 860-985-6508 

ese are the Saturday dates.  Sunday is the weather back-up day. 
tober 8 and 9 rained out! (6-9” of rain)  November 12 and December 10 

 

 photo taken?  
o submits the correct answer wins a prize. 

  

CLAS Meeting 
Refreshments reminders: 
 
Oct: Mike Bollea 
Nov: Matt Dutkiewicz 
Dec: Everyone 
Jan: Jack (changed from 

Dec., when we all 
bring goodies) 
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Where’s Erwin?  Not Elmo,         Erwin!      For More Prizes!!    Photos by Mike Bollea 

                  
 
Is this someone’s idea of a science experiment? 
 

      

 

 

Thanks to all the contributing 
writers of the Scoop Material. 
There are so many great 
stories out there to share with 
those who weren’t there to 
talk about it! 
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Calendar of Events 
CLAS Meetings:  
October 20: Business Mtg. And Erwin 
Dressel’s presentation of Chase Vehicles
November17: Educational 
December15: Holiday Social Feast  
Fly Outs 
November 12, December 10 
Parties 
December 10th,Chris Mooney’s Holiday 
Party Stay Tuned for more details. 
January 28th CLAS Winter Dinner at 
Gene’s Corner House Restaurant in 
Plantsville, Ct Rte. 10 and Rte 84 Exit 29
 

We still have Pratt & Whitney Customer 
Training Center people to fly. Let me know 
when you can arrange to take some. And what 
about those soon-to-be-extinct (by Oct.4?) 
weather briefers? They deserve some flights! 
Invite your next briefer! 



 
 

Balloon in Sicily!! 2006  
Mario DiStefano has just posted a picture gallery of their last trip to Sicily and is working on an article 
for the BFA about the trip. Check it out! Next trips are slated for March 27th to April 6th for $2100, and 
the school break week of April 13th to April 24th for $2400. The second trip has an extra day due to the 
holiday travel. Bellavia63@charter.net  (Editor’s note: The pictures are VERY INVITING!!!) 
 

 
 
“Balloons and balloons and balloons” over Glens Falls 
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. 
For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Stamp 

 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 
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