
The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net

Volume XVIII, Issue 8 September 2005

CLAS MEETING September 15, 2005  
Spotlights a Sectional Chart Navigational Challenge  

and Photo Competition! 
EVERYONE, be at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30PM!! 

 
 
 

CLAS Members and Guests – Pilots and Crews are all invited to the 
Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz. 

(Bring your Sectionals!!!) 
 
There will be 25 questions.  Almost all of the answers can be determined using material included on the 
Sectional Chart.   You should plan to bring a recent edition of the New York Sectional Chart, (YOU DO  
HAVE THE LATEST ONE IN YOUR BALLOON, RIGHT?)  a pencil/pen and any other materials you 
think you might need (your own course plotter, dividers, straight edges, calculators, etc). Paper chart 
plotters and scratch paper will be available.  A copy of the FAR/AIM to settle disputes and a few copies 
of the Sectional Chart will be available. 
 

Prizes will be given to the top three scores.  See you all at the meeting on Sept. 15. 
 

 
 

Views of Aquaturf – Photos by Rob Macfarlane 
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Mr. and Mrs. Dave Hamelin 
and their daughter fly with 
Erwin Dressel  
Photo by  Mike Bollea  
 
 
Dave Hamelin is the weather 
briefer who was our guest 
speaker at the May CLAS 
Meeting. He finally got his ride 
with Erwin and loved it. 
 

 
 

A Hero in the Eyes of the Elders 
By Charlie Perreault 

 
Sometimes Heroes and Legends are born instantly on the spur of the moment. The actions taken to 
create that type of impression on people can vary from complex to in some cases extremely simple 
things… that reach out and touch their hearts. The needs of your audience have a lot to do with this 
effect. 
 

 
 

Well here’s a short story on how Erwin Dressel of Castle View 
Balloons, and Frank Bart of Adventure Balloon became Legendary 
Heroes to about a hundred people at Cocomo Nursing Home, in 
Meriden, Connecticut.  
 
My mother, Jean Perreault, was living at Cocomo Nursing Home 
and while visiting her every day; I got to understand the nursing 
home life very well. It’s easy to understand that nursing homes are 
not always filled with joy... It seems that some day’s happiness is 
just having a clean bedpan.  
 
I tried to stop every day to keep my mother’s spirits up. The 
nursing home tries hard to keep the residents entertained, but 
bingo, small parties, and movies seem to lose their sparkle after a 
few months of similar scheduling.   
 
Cocomo has a large front yard and a very large field to the north 
of the building. After noticing that both areas were always kept 
mowed, I asked the director if we could use the large field to 
launch a hot air balloon. The director’s face lit up with joy, she 
said, “Sure anytime, please give us a call and to let us know when 
you’re coming.” 
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A Hero in the Eyes of the Elders (Cont’d)  One afternoon I was visiting Erwin Dressel and he 
wanted to make an evening flight, and the predicted wind was out of the east. I asked him to try the 
Cocomo Nursing Home and he agreed. So I called Cocomo to let them know we were coming. They 
said no problem come on over. While we were rushing to get out the door, Frank Bart called and 
agreed to join us.  
 
As we arrived onto the north field of the nursing home we found the staff had moved a large number of 
residents in wheel chairs outside onto the walkway facing the north field. Basically the north side of the 
building seemed lined with wheel chairs. And many residents that could not come out filled the 
windows. These normally bored and often-grumpy residents were not bored on this day. On this day 
the faces were filled with a mixture of curiosity and excitement, trying to figure out what was going to 
happen next, and where is that darn hot air balloon that the staff told us these people were suppose to 
bring with them. 
 

 

Wow! As both crews unfolded and inflated their 
balloons onto the field. The glow in all the faces was 
beyond description. As the balloons slowly filled with 
cold air and came to take on life, so did all the faces 
in those wheel chairs. The balloon envelopes 
popped out of the bags like a chickens hatching from 
an eggs. In a matter of minutes they got to watch 
these balloons hatch from their envelope bags and 
grow into complete hot air balloon systems. As the 
balloons heated up and lifted off the field they seem 
to take the troubles and boredom of nursing home 
life with them. To the residents of Cocomo life here 
was no longer boring… life was great. Spirits and 
energy levels of the nursing home residents were 
lifted to an all time high for weeks to come. It was 
extra work for the nursing staff, but each one of 
them said it was more than worth it. Even the 
grumpiest residents had smiles on their faces and 
twinkles in their eyes. 

In my following visits to my mother, I noticed the nursing home had changed. It had taken on an 
extremely friendly glow. There were smiles on the faces and joy in the voices. Those smiles and joy 
hovered in those halls for two solid weeks. And during those two weeks the staff said that the only 
things that the residents wanted to talk about was the hot air balloons. The residents asked the staff if 
the balloons were coming back. They told them that the balloons would come back again some day. 
One of the residents excitingly told the staff, “Tell that balloonist that I am 99 years old and please hurry 
backs!” 
 
I have never witnessed anything in my life that has had such an uplifting effect on a large community of 
people. The change in the residents after the balloon launches was truly priceless. On launch day 
Erwin and Frank became legendry super heroes in the eyes of those nursing home residents. The staff 
was extremely happy with the results too. When they were able to look at two weeks of smiling faces, it 
was hard not to feel the joy. 
 
In closing I just want to say, I’m sure that Cocomo nursing home is not the only nursing home with large 
open areas suitable for a balloon launch or tether. And every nursing home could use a little special 
entertainment once in a while. It would be nice for balloonist to check out nursing homes in their areas 
for the possibility to stage a similar event. Find out what it’s like to be a hero in the eyes of your elders. 
 
It could turn out to be a win-win situation when we open new launch areas and lift the spirits of people 
who need it most. TV shows and movies are no match for the excitement of a live performance.             
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Minutes – CLAS Meeting on Thursday, Aug. 18, 2005 
 
CLAS Vice-President, Charlie Perreault, called the gathering to order at the Plainville, CT Municipal 
Building. There were eight members present – not enough for a quorum so an official business meeting 
was not held. 
  

 
 
Don Palen at Chateau D'Oex 
 

  
 

Frenchman, Philippe Lusley invited me to go to the 
balloon festival at Chateau D’Oex (chateau "day"), 
Switzerland in January and fly with him – in return 
for my sharing my room with him in Albuquerque.   
 
On the way, I stopped in Paris for 3 days to stay with 
Olivier Roux-Devillas. One day we visited the huge 
tethered gas balloon in the heart of Paris and met 
the guy who runs it. It was too windy for the balloon 
to go up that day.  By the way, any balloon pilot 
visiting Paris can get a free ride in that balloon.   
 
Another day we had lunch at a place (which will 
remain nameless) where Olivier Roux-Devillas 
meets a group of balloon pilots each week, a group 
that includes the current Marquis de Sade!  The cafe 
has curtains closed, no sign, not even a doorknob! 
You have to know it's there and knock for someone 
to let you in.  For 16 Euros you get to eat and drink 
all you want and at the end you just throw your 
money onto the tray the owner puts on the table - if 
you don't like it you don't pay, but the wine and food 
were fantastic!  
 

On the 3rd day, Olivier, one of his crew and I then drove to "Chax" where I met up with Philippe, another pilot and 
their crews.  At one point there were something like 14 people in our chalet!  The weather didn't cooperate and we 
only flew twice in the nine days, but it was still lots of fun.  The pictures are (1) of Philippe and me after we landed 
our first flight. 
 
After the festival I drove back to Nantes with Philippe for a 3 day visit with his wife and! two kids 
All in all it was three unforgettable experiences rolled up into one amazing trip. 
 
For those of you who remember Don’s first story about Chateau D’Oex, this picture in the balloon in the Alps 
made it worth reprinting. --- Editor 
 

 
 
PLAINVILLE Balloon Festival August 26-28  
Many Thanks to Dale Martin and the Plainville Volunteer Fire Department!!! 
 
Every year the Plainville Fire Department produces this Festival for the people of their town and all visitors who 
come from miles to see the balloons. Dale Martin wouldn’t let any of his volunteer fire fighters fly with us, but was 
going to draw a couple of winning names at their next meeting. 
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Plainville (Cont’d) 
Friday night  Tethers, glows and awesome fire works. Thousands of people and a very profitable night from 
the Firemen selling food! 
Saturday Morning  A calm launch and gentle, beautiful flights to the NNE. The winds were light and variable. 
Some of my flight was spent at a whopping1 ½ miles an hour according to my GPS. 
Saturday Afternoon, Tubing down the Farmington River from Satan’s Kingdom. 
Thanks, Jim Regan, for encouraging me to take my first trip down the Farmington, and organizing the rest of the 
group to go. There were about 20 of us who went tubing on big yellow tubes with handles. I made sure that my 
tube was filled to capacity rather than soft. The river water was cold when I first stepped in, refreshing when the 
sun was out, and cold again when we splashed over some rapids after baking in the sun for a while.  The flow 
was so low and slow, that the trip took much longer than expected. In fact, when the breeze was blowing up 
stream on the calm water, that’s were we went, too, upstream. The falls and rapids were fun still and we had to 
paddle to avoid most of the rocks. Many were unavoidable and we had to keep our rear ends from being too 
submerged. The green algae made the rocks slippery allowing us to slide over most of them.  
Saturday night – Too Windy to fly. The single port refueling truck arrived at 3PM and took several hours to 
refuel all the balloons. Some balloons wouldn’t have been able to fly if the conditions were good since they were 
still in the refueling line.  
Sunday Morning   2 tethered after only Bill Colyer launched to fly his crew.  Pictured below: Bruce Byberg 
tethering the REMAX and Penny Christy inflating to tether her crew. Channel 8 News was robbed of a beautiful 
launch and had to settle for 1 launch, some interviews and two tethered balloons. Charlie Perreault tried to inflate 
to do some banner fitting for a Car Show at Pratt & Whitney Middletown, and that was cut short by rain!  Someone 
locked her keys in her truck just before the rain. Officer Tim Little of the Plainville PD came to the rescue. He 
waited until the rain stopped, of course and had his handcuffs out for the culprit.  

        
Penny’s Balloon dwarfs the two young bystanders, and Bruce Byberg tethers the REMAX   (Pictures by Mike Bollea) 

CLAS Competition News   

Thanks to Jim Regan, Matt Dutkiewicz and Mike Bollea for help coordinating the competitions 
Mike’s phone is 860-985-6508 

These are the Saturday dates.  Sunday is the weather back-up day. 
September 10 
October 8 

November 12 
December 10

 
 

  

 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2005 CLAS Officers 
President:  Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President:  Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand 860-426-0814 mdsand@snet.net  
Treasurer (Acting) Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
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Mike Wallace elected  
BFA Director-Elect - Northeast Region 
 
Congratulations Mike, our new BFA Delegate for the 
Northeast Region.   Mike had sent us a message via Kevin 
Brielmann expressing his appreciation for all the support from 
CLAS and its members 

   (Photo by Mike Bollea) 
Here’s a letter from Mike Wallace, himself: 
 
Thank you for your votes! Coming back onto the BFA Board of Directors means coming back into the day-to-day 
work of building and supporting our sport. 
 
The BFA today finds itself in a chicken-or-the-egg situation. We are a member-driven organization, and can’t 
accomplish much without a solid membership base. On the other hand, we continue to hear from members and 
non-members that they want value for their dues. 
 
From our heyday in the early 90s, when the BFA boasted a membership of nearly 5,000 adults (we didn't have 
Junior Balloonists in those days), we are now below 3,000 members, including dozens of youth who don't pay full 
membership dues. It's hard to maintain an office and publications with 40 percent fewer members, let alone take 
on new initiatives. 
 
But, notwithstanding the financial challenges, BFA volunteers continue to work hard to promote ballooning and 
bring new participants into the sport. Here's where I think we need to concentrate our efforts. 
 
First of all, we need to put maximum time and attention toward changing the minimum safe altitude regulation for 
balloons, making it legal to fly the way it's safe to fly. We are very close, and can't relax our vigilance on this 
critical item. 
 
Second, we need to continue negotiations with competition balloonists to bring that aspect of aerostation back 
under one roof with the sport and commercial community. The competition split was a major cause of the 
reduction in our numbers, and neither competitors nor non-competitors can survive without each other. We need 
to work together. 
 
Third, we need to bring new people into the LTA family, and to make sure they join the BFA. BFA is the only 
national organization we have, and the greater our numbers, the greater our strength. Crew people, how about 
joining up? The BFA publications alone are worth the price of membership. Pilots, how about buying a gift 
membership for some of your key crew people? They work hard for you and deserve recognition. 
 
As I rejoin the Board and take on a large share of its work, I'll be looking for volunteers to take on specific 
projects. Please let me know if there is an area where you'd like to pitch in and help. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike Wallace, BFA Director-elect, Northeast Region 
 
Contact Mike with your questions or concerns. You can reach him at 413-567-0543, or at: 702 Longmeadow St., 
Longmeadow, MA 01106, or email: jmw1636S@aol.com. 

 
 
CLAS Members Fly at Albuquerque this year! 
 
Follow the progress of Mike Wallace and Kevin Brielmann as they fly the Spirit of Springfield (Mike’s Gas Balloon) 
in the upcoming America’s Challenge Gas Balloon Race launching from Albuquerque on Saturday, October 1 
(weather permitting), during this year’s Fiesta.   
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St. Jean sur Richelieu, PQ, Canada     August 13-21, 2005   by Penny Christy  
 

                               
 
New Adventures: Jet Boating down the Lechine rapids, again and again! Twin diesel engines and water jets 
slipped our 60-passenger open (self bailing) boat up the raging waters of the St. Lawrence River just west of 
Montreal. The water was warm for which we were thankful, since the guarantee was for us to be WET! We were 
given wool sweaters and jumpsuits (if you had nothing to change into later), a life vest, a big yellow poncho and 
booties if we wanted them. We looked like a herd of yellow elephants as we climbed aboard.  
 
We had a calm motor out of Old Montreal and headed upstream. The boat went down a series of violent rapids 
each with its own name. There were emergency rescue personnel aboard learning the various access routes up 
the rapids for their own use later. The guide showed us a deep whirlpool that promised no one would return once 
inside it. As we ran the rapids, the waves hit us from the front, the left and the right with such force that I now 
have an appreciation of anyone who is stuck in raging waters or storm surges. What a ride! What a trip! Next year 
– FRONT ROW!!!! 
 
More adventures: A completely automated dairy cow milking barn. I landed in one farmer’s field that had a 
Dutch made electronic automatic milking system. Each cow wore identifying collar read by a sensor as the cow 
entered the milking stall completely on its own. Two can be milked at a time for a whole barn of at least 100 head. 
The washing mechanism swings out to the cow’s prescribed dimensions to wash the udder. It rinses the cow, 
retracts, and rinses itself. Then the milking head swings out, positioning itself on each teat until are all connected 
and proceeds to milk until each compartment of the udder is dry.  It retracts and the cow can eat grain for 5 
minutes after she has finished milking. 24 foot diameter fans that keep the air moving, automated cow pie 
removal, and an automated back scratcher and face rubber keep these cows in fine shape. 
 
Another landing in a harvested hay field: I had to deliver my gas ticket to the farmer (a gift of $10 that the festival 
gives to the farmer for each one of us landing on his property.)  He raises Red Deer not only for meat, but also for 
harvesting the velvet from its antlers used in Chinese Medicines. He raises spotted Sikka Deer for a higher 
grade of meat and velvet from the antlers for Viet Namese Medicines. I bought samples of several kinds of the 
sausages, medallions and filet from his venison boutique. We cooked the meat at a party that evening. It tasted 
delicious and it almost melts in your mouth.   
 
This farmer’s wife had had an annual bout with eczema that was cured by the Chinese medicine. A man across 
the street had very disabling arthritis that was also cured by taking this Chinese medicine for a year and a half. 
For these reasons this farmer started raising the Red and Sikka Deer and has established contracts to sell the 
meat weekly and velvet yearly. He is working toward making his farm a tourist attraction by grooming every inch 
of it. He’s going to have to get over that deer like to roll and if it’s muddy, that’s better. He was so embarrassed 
that the deer had rolled in the mud that he kept apologizing for how dirty they were. He also works as a realtor 
when he’s not taking his sons to soccer games. 
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We still have Pratt & Whitney Customer 
Training Center people to fly. Let me know 
when you can arrange to take some. And what 
about those soon-to-be-extinct (by Oct.4?) 
weather briefers? They deserve some flights! 
Invite your next briefer! 
LAS Meeting Refreshments reminders: 

ep: Cindy Smith 
ct: Mike Bollea 
ov: Matt Dutkiewicz 
ec: Everyone 
an: Jack (changed from Dec., when we all bring 

goodies) 

alloon in Sicily!! 2006  
ario DiStefano has just posted a picture gallery of their la

or the BFA about the trip. Check it out! Next trips are slate
he school break week of April 13th to April 24th for $2400. T
oliday travel. Bellavia63@charter.net  (Editor’s note: The 

ore from PLAINVILLE on the soggy Sunday m

ow Mike Bollea Keeps Fit:  (one arm, one ha

Calendar of E
LAS Meetings:  
eptember 15: Educational - Sectional Chart/Navigation

AND Photo Contest 
ctober 20: Business Mtg. 
ovember17: Educational 
ecember15: Holiday Social Feast  

ly Outs 
eptember 10, October 8, November 12, December

arties 
ecember 10th,Chris Mooney’s Holiday Party 
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Share your best stories and Photos with 
us!!  

I can’t wait to read Pat Johannesen’s stories 
about being a BFA Competition Observer and 
Amy Goodyear’s experiences of flying out 
over the ocean – on purpose, and Daryl and 
Cindy Smith’s stories about flying in Mexico! 

Remember, everyone is invited to submit 
articles and pictures to publish in the Scoop. 
This is your newsletter! 
st trip to Sicily and is working on an article 
d for March 27th to April 6th for $2100, and 
he second trip has an extra day due to the 

pictures are VERY INVITING!!!) 

orning! 

nd, and then just fingers!!! 

  

vents 

 Quiz  
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SOLO TIME for Carlos Kebe  
By Santo Galatioto 
 
Well the day has finally come where Carlos and his balloon, 
Betsy, began their unchaperoned romance aloft. As is often said, 
"it ain't over till the fat lady sings." Well in this case it wasn't over 
till the fat guy got out. All by himself, Carlos enjoyed cool 
operating temperatures and miserly like fuel consumption (5.4 
gallons).  
 
Those who observed this momentous occasion were the Bart's, 
the Costen crew, Jim O'Brien and Lisa Huck (the human pibals 
flying just ahead of Carlos, paving the way on one of those 
highways in the sky), while Santo and Vladimir chased Betsy and 
BG. 
 
The distance flown was 2.3 miles, for 31 minutes in the air and an 
average speed of 4.5 miles per hour. The total time on the balloon 
was just under 45 minutes. As the soundings predicted there was 
a somewhat fast layer of air between the surface (where the winds 
were forecasted to be variable at 3 knots) and aloft at 3,000 feet at 
15 knots. Carlos was traveling at 12.5 miles per hour at 700 feet. 
 

He did a fabulous job flying the balloon.   
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. 
For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Stamp 

 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 
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