
The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net 

Volume XVIII, Issue 7 August 2005 

CLAS MEETING August 18, 2005 spotlights Our Exciting Year Ahead! 
 

EVERYONE be at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30PM!! 
 

 

 
Mark Sand’s photo of “Sunflowers in Eastern CT” 

 

Freedom Weekend Aloft, Anderson, SC 
By Mark Sand 

 
Wednesday, May 25, 2005 dawned bright and quite chilly as Mike Bollea, Mark Sand and Mark 
Abraitis climbed into Mike’s truck and began the long drive from Farmington to Anderson, SC.  
It was to be Mike’s 24th straight appearance at Freedom Weekend Aloft.   After a hasty return 
to Mike’s house from Waterbury to retrieve a forgotten cell phone, we were on our way in 
earnest.  We drove through the Delaware Water Gap and headed south, stopping for the night 
in New Market, VA.  The drive through the Shenandoah Valley was beautiful.  The manicured 
fields and distant mountain views suggest that this valley would be a fantastic place to fly.  We 
joked about launching the balloon from the field in front of the motel that afternoon.  If we 
weren’t so tired, we just might have done it! 
 
Since we’re balloonists, we rose early Thursday morning and hit the road at about 4:30 AM.  
Mike had left his old trusty thermos jug at a gas station so we stopped at an all night Wal-Mart 
to get a replacement (and another one for a spare).  Mike can’t function without his homemade 
nectar of water, OJ, and cranberry juice.  The exact proportions are a close-held family secret. 
 
After about 7 hours on the road we pulled off the interstate in Statesville, SC and visited the 
Firefly Balloon Works.  Sid Conn, the owner, gave us a great tour of the facility. 
 
We stopped for lunch in Gaffney, SC, in the shadow of “The Peach,” a million- gallon water 
tower shaped like; you guessed it, a peach!   
 
After about 1100 miles, we reached Anderson Thursday afternoon about 4PM. 
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Freedom Weekend Aloft, Anderson, SC (Cont’d from Page 1) 
 
We went out to the launch field on Friday morning to view the media flight.  While there we got 
“Shanghaied” into crewing for the Energizer Bunny.  What a monster!  It has about 40 Velcro 
vents that have to be closed by hand.  After launch, we all piled into the 15-passenger van, 
they need a crew that big, and chased the balloon to a landing at the local airport.  Pack-up 
was monumental.  I’ll never bitch about stuffing my little, round, 90K in the bag again!  What a 
way to earn some foam rubber bunny ears and a hot pink T-shirt! 

             
Friday night was a glow, with about 50 balloons participating, including us. 

 
The competition flight was held on Saturday morning.  It was a fly-in to the field with a key grab 
and baggie drop.  Mike, Mark S., and Gerry St. Louis, a former CT resident and long-time 
“Mike” crewperson who now lives in Anderson, were in the basket.  First prize was $16,000 
toward the purchase of a GM vehicle.  We went out about 3.2 miles and launched from a nice 
field with the landowner and his grandchildren watching.  We missed the target field to the 
north and Mike turned the burner over to Mark S.  We landed on an intersection in a 
subdivision (gotta love those underground utilities) about ¼ mile east of the dreaded Bunny.  
No one got close enough for the key grab.   
 
Saturday evening’s mass ascension was to launch in two groups of 50 balloons each.  There 
was a hound in each group.  We were in the second group, which gave us time to take some 
fantastic pictures of the first group’s mass ascension.  All you had to do to get a great shot was 
point your camera in any direction and press the button!  The hound launched for the second 
group (the Hooter’s balloon).    
 

     
(Continued on Page 5) 
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Minutes – CLAS Meeting on July 21, 2005 
 
CLAS President, Penny Christy, called the meeting to order at the Plainville, CT Municipal 
Building at 7:35 PM.  Members also in attendance were:  Dave Lasher, Polly Lasher, Mark 
Sand, Mick Murphy, Lisa Huck, Santo Galatioto, Kevin Brielmann, Jack Perry, Tony Roswell, 
Terri Rollinson, Steve Ushchak, Erwin Dressel, Garry Guertin, Pam Bogart-Macfarlane, Mike 
Bollea, and Charlie Perreault.  This meeting was designated as an educational meeting. 
 
Mark mentioned the fact that there has been little or no information sent out to the membership 
concerning our monthly competition flights.  We know the flights are scheduled for the 
second Saturday of each month, but we have not been informed as to time or venue.   Penny 
will look into this further. 
 
Four representatives from the St. Paul Catholic High School in Bristol, CT attended the 
meeting.  School Board members Katie Houlihan, Lorie Jacobson, Grace Waller and Ed 
presented preliminary plans to resurrect the Balloons Over Bristol Rally.  The rally would be 
held on the St. Paul campus, which encompasses 27 acres, and includes athletic fields 
suitable for balloon launching.  Pilot/crew lodging would be provided in cabins at a local camp.  
The Bristol Chamber of Commerce is on board with the project and the mayor of Bristol is 
likewise enthusiastic.   The group has had meetings with the local police and fire departments.   
 
The delegation asked for our input.  We basically stated that we need food, fuel, a place to 
sleep and a place to launch.  Provide those and we’ll be there.  The delegation didn’t realize 
that they would have to provide free propane.  This would constitute the biggest single cost 
factor.  We informed them that a sponsor willing to underwrite the cost of propane would be 
virtually essential for their balloon rally to take place.   
 
They tentatively scheduled the 2006 rally for Memorial Day weekend.  We indicated that they 
might want to schedule the rally for the previous weekend, since many folks are out of town for 
the holiday. 
 
The delegation will contact Penny in the near future for additional questions and support. 
 
Our second guest for the evening was Mike Wallace, former BFA President and Delegate 
At Large, and returning CLAS member.  Mike is running for BFA Delegate for the Northeast 
Region.  Mike reviewed his extensive experience in ballooning and asked for our support in the 
upcoming election.  He then showed videos of and commented on his participation in the 
Coupe Aeronautique Gordon Bennett gas balloon race in Germany in the early 90’s.  Mike and 
Kevin Brielmann will fly the Spirit of Springfield in the upcoming Gordon Bennett, launching 
from Albuquerque on October 1, during this year’s Fiesta.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 P.M. The next meeting will be held at 7:30 P.M. on August 
18, at the Plainville Municipal Building. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mark Sand, CLAS Secretary 
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Freedom Weekend Aloft, Anderson, SC (Cont’d from Page 2) 
 
We were inflated and waiting for the “Zebras” to give us the launch signal when the wind came 
up, and except for about 5 balloons, the rest of the group, including us, were told to abort. 
 

 
There was no scheduled flight 

Sunday morning, but we launched at 
the field for a fun flight.  Mike, Mark 
A. and Pat St. Louis occupied the 
basket.  Mike put her down at a 
school about 7 miles SW of the 

launch field. 

  
 
Mark S’s cousin Sheila, her husband Alan and friends, Barbara and Barry, drove up from 
Atlanta to see the festivities on Sunday night.  Unfortunately, rain showers cancelled the flight.  
The St. Louis’ suggested a nice restaurant for dinner and we all had a great meal. 
 
Monday saw the rain continue and the festival ended on a soggy note.   We had a nice dinner 
at the St. Louis’ that night and hit the road for home early Tuesday morning.  We reached New 
Market at about 1:30 PM, retrieved the glasses Mark S. had left in the motel on the way down, 
had a quick lunch at the Johnny Appleseed Restaurant, and headed off to tour Luray Caverns, 
that were about a 15 mile drive over the mountains. 
 
The caves were magnificent, and nice and cool! 
 

   
 
After another 4:30 A.M. start on Wednesday morning, we pulled in to Mike’s driveway at about 
4 P.M. the same day.   
 
Beautiful scenery, great friends, two flights and a glow combined to provide a wonderful 
experience.  We can’t wait for next year, Mike’s 25th appearance! 
 
Oh yeah, The Truck?  Don’t ask.  That would fill up an entire issue of The Scoop! 
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Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2005 CLAS Officers 
President:  Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President:  Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand 860-426-0814 mdsand@snet.net  
Treasurer(Acting) Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net
  

CLAS Competition News   

005 CLAS Fly out at the Plainville Balloon Festival, Plainville, CT 

 Regan, Matt Dutkiewicz and Mike Bollea for help coordinating the competitions 

e are the Saturday dates.  Sunday is the weather back-up day. 
ust 26-28**Plainville Event** 
ember 10 
ber 8 

November 12 
December 10

 
 
 

ersity of Rhode Island: URI Balloon Meet by Mike Bollea 
 

s at the URI Balloon meet on Sat. July 23 from 4:00pm to 8:30 pm. Larry 
ig and we ate at 5:00pm. Then we did tether rides and a nightglow. It was 

rnoon flights. We flew Sunday morning…had a good time…lots of late nights 
s… There are many interesting kites flying at the URI event every year.  

      
Larry Fortin 
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August 27, 2005 CLAS Fly out  
 
      Our next fly out is at the Plainville 
Balloon Event. Everyone send your 
insurance information and entries to Dale 
Martin! Let me know if you would be willing 
to fly one of the fire fighters that weekend.  
 
Dale will hold a drawing or some sort of 
competition for the winners of our rides.  
 
 
 

 

CLAS Meeting Refreshments reminders: 
 
Aug: Mark Sand 
Sep: Cindy Smith 
Oct: Mike Bollea 
Nov: Matt Dutkiewicz 
Dec: Everyone 
Jan: Jack (changed from Dec., when we all bring 

goodies) 

 
 

CLAS T-Shirts available at the 
August 18th CLAS Meeting and the 

Plainville Balloon Festival           
August 26th – 28th 

Pay $10 each when you pick them up. 
 
 

Thanks to all of you who sent in 
pictures of your balloons to make 
our new CLAS balloon T-shirts.  

Remember, we still have Pratt & Whitney 
Customer Training Center people to fly. Let me 
know when you can arrange to take some. 

 
Garry Guertin 
 

                

Steve 
Ushchak 
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Share your best stories and Photos with us!!  

I can’t wait to read Pat Johannesen’s stories about being a
BFA Competition Observer and Amy Goodyear’s 
experiences of flying out over the ocean – on purpose, and
Daryl and Cindy Smith’s stories about flying in Mexico! 

Remember, everyone is invited to submit articles and 
pictures to publish in the Scoop. This is your newsletter! 
 
AS Members and Guests – Pilots and Crews are all invited to the 

The CLAS meeting on Thursday, Sept. 15 

Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz. 

ill be 25 questions.  Almost all of the answers can be determined using material included on the 
l Chart.   YOU HAVE THE LATEST ONE IN YOUR BALLOON, RIGHT?  Paper chart plotters 
tch paper will be furnished.  You should plan to bring a recent edition of the New York 
l Chart, a pencil/pen and any other materials you think you might need (your own course 
ividers, straight edges, calculators, etc).  A copy of the FAR/AIM and a few copies of the 
l Chart will be available. 

ill be given to the top three scores.  See you all at the meeting on Sept. 15. 
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Calendar of Events 
 

CLAS Meetings:  
August 18 Business: What’s ahead for this year and next? 
September 15: Educational - Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz  

AND 

Photo Contest  (View on 8/8 from Mike Bollea’s balloon)  
 

 

October 20: Business Mtg. 
November17: Educational 
December15: Holiday 
Social Feast  
 
CLAS Balloon Events 
August 26-28th: Plainville 
Balloon Event (Connecticut) 
August 27th: Tubing Down 
the Farmington (See Jim 
Regan) 
September 10, October 
8, November 12, 
December 10 
 
Parties 
December 10th  
Chris Mooney’s  
Holiday Party 
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A New Pilot Joins the Ranks!    CONGRATULATIONS, LISA!!! 
 

  
Santo Galatioto, flight examiner, Steve Ushchak, crew, Lisa, NEW PILOT, and Carlos Kebe, crew. 

 
On Sunday, August 8, 2005, Lisa Huck added a private pilot certificate for hot-air-balloons to her 
ballooning accomplishments.  
 

Her first flight was a birthday gift a little over seven years ago that got her hooked. After that first flight 
she began crewing and showed a great interest in learning more about this unique sport. Initially, she 
never thought that she might someday pilot a balloon no less become certificated to do so. She found 
ballooning to be very enjoyable but very different from anything she had experienced in her life up until 
that point.  
 

In an effort to improve her crewing skills, she received some flight instruction to gain a better 
understanding of the challenges that the pilot faces. She still had no intention of becoming a pilot. In the 
earlier years, she gained experience as a crew person and pursued advancement through the BFA 
crew award program. She even went to the “big one” in New Mexico to participate as crew for that very 
special event. Lisa has over 100 crews to her credit - for a number of pilots. 
 

Something changed in the last few years, where her attention turned more toward the piloting aspect of 
ballooning. Lisa began making every flight an instructional one and continued to increase her 
knowledge of the sport. She attended Safety seminars conducted by the FAA as well as CLAS and her 
quest for her certificate was in full swing. 
 

Just as any aspiring student pilot must do, she spent many hours of home study and countless hours of 
asking questions to her instructors (Jim O’Brien and Santo), in preparation for the knowledge and 
practical tests for the certificate.    
 

All applicants hope for optimum conditions for their flight exams so they can demonstrate their skill in 
accordance with the standards as established by the FAA. On her practical test morning, Lisa checked 
the weather and made the “go” decision that began the flight portion of the test. The FAA weather 
forecasters had removed all previous predictions of unsuitable weather conditions. The one anticipated 
challenge would be the light and variable winds due to their somewhat unpredictable nature. 
 

Along with some seven other balloons that launched from area sites, Lisa found herself in un-
forecasted marginal conditions with particularly light winds. This required more maneuvering that usual 
and she fully demonstrated her skill in safely piloting the balloon in less than ideal conditions. Carlos 
Kebe and Steve Ushchak assisted Lisa in her drop line landing by ushering her to the center of a 
neighborhood street for the deflation and pack-up. As we all know, when it comes to balloons, everyone 
wants to be a part of the excitement. The same applies to the two police officers (lights flashing) that 
blocked the road from traffic to facilitate a safe pack-up (remember this was a sleepy Sunday morning 
in Southington). 
 

When Robert saw that Santo was not bleeding or otherwise damaged after the flight (the unofficial 
standard for passing a private pilot check ride), he correctly assumed that Lisa had passed the exam.  
 

It seems as though everyone that flew that morning went to Gene’s for breakfast. There were almost 
thirty ballooning folks in the back room and such a gathering was a great way to end a memorable 
event for Lisa. Please join me in wishing Lisa good luck in her newly expanded role as a private pilot.  

 9



 

CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building (Route 372 at Whiting St.) at 7:30 PM. 
For more information, contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Stamp 

 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 
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