
CLAS MEETING July 21, 2005 spotlights J. Michael Wallace! 
BFA Candidate for Director, Northeast Region   

Mike will be at our July 21, 2005 CLAS Meeting in Plainville 
And will include Kevin Brielmann in recounting some of their fascinating experiences. 

 
Also on the agenda will be a contingent from St. Paul’s High School in Bristol interested 

in hosting Balloons Over Bristol 2006 
 

EVERYONE be there!! 
 
 

A letter to the CLAS membership and friends from Mike Wallace:  
 
I would appreciate your vote for Northeast Regional Director of the BFA.  
 

As a life member, the organization, and the sport, are very important to me. Having 
previously served six years as At Large Director on the BFA Board, leaving only 
because of term limits, and having served 4 years as BFA President, I believe I have 
the experience to represent the interest of Northeast Region balloon pilots, crew and 
officials. 
 
In my previous term on the Board, lowering the minimum safe altitude requirements 
of FAR 91.119 was a top priority. That effort has been frustrating and progress has 
been slow. But obtaining relief from these requirements is paramount to ensuring the 
maximum safety of balloon flight. Work done by subsequent Board members and 
volunteers has resulted in significant progress, and we must continue to work toward 
rulemaking that reflects the reality of safe LTA operations. That will be a primary g
for me if elected. 

The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’ll be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net
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Over the last few years, membership in the BFA has dropped significantly. In part, this is due to a general 
slowdown in all the air sports involved in general aviation. But another part of the decline has to do with a division 
in the ballooning community that took place after I left the Board of Directors. Your current Board has negotiated 
an agreement between the parties involved in the division, that promises renewed cooperation and mutual 
support. We must press on to support this agreement, and reunite the different aspects of our sport. Our numbers 
are too small for us to allow divisions to exist within our sport. Cooperation can only benefit all of us. 
 
We also need to work now for the growth of our sport. I see this growth happening from two areas. The first is 
youth. Shelley Carraway has poured a super-human effort into the BFA youth programs, and participation is rising 
consistently. Junior Balloonists and Hi Flyers are earning pilot certificates regularly, and we must do everything in 
our power to continue to open doors for them and encourage them to join our ranks. 
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Mike Wallace (Continued)  
The second opportunity for growth is in professionals whose disposable income grows 
with their professional success. Many of these people are already involved in other 
aviation activities. We need to reach out to them, to make our sport inviting enough for 
them to feel welcome. In order to do this, we need the efforts of individual pilots, and we 
need outreach activities from the BFA. Your current Board has done a great job of 
providing a presence in large venues such as EAA’s AirVenture in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, 
and Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta. At each of these, and other such events, 
BFA members have recruited significant numbers of new participants, both to the sport 
and to the BFA. We must maintain that momentum, and expand on it. 
 
I have a demonstrated record on the BFA Board of working hard to promote the interests 
of our safe, family sport. If you elect me to represent the Northeast Region, I pledge to 
continue that record. I invite you to contact me with your questions or concerns. You can 
reach me at 413-567-0543, or at: 702 Long Meadow St., Long Meadow, MA 01106, or 
email: jmw1636S@aol.com. 

 

Thank you for your vote…Mike Wallace 
 

 
 

If this is July, it must be haying time at Steve Ushchak’s! 
 

Photos by Mike Bollea 
Mike Bollea, Erwin Dressel, Charlie Perreault, Kevin Brielmann, Penny Christy, helped Steve, his family and 
neighbor, Mario, who could throw those bales at least 10 feet in the air, put away close to 2000 bales of hay for 
landscaping and feed this year. Steve used Mike Bollea as his weather guru until they had to race against the 
rainstorm to put away the bales Steve had cut and baled that day. Mike says he told Steve only to cut what they 
could all put away and not all the hay. Steve’s field of landscaping hay was especially thick as the bales were 
dropped every few yards. Steve’s balloon launch field was hayed, as were some fields nearby that Steve cuts and 
bales. (See pictures below) His family all helped including his daughter, Gladys, his brother, sons, and nephews. 
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Gladys Ushchak’s Birthday Flight with photos by Mike Bollea 
 
On June 21st, I gave Steve’s daughter, Gladys, a ride for her birthday.  
Notice the wind indicator at Castle Craig as we flew by at 1000 feet…. 
 

 
 

             
 

             
Mark Sand, Erwin, passengers and crew, Gladys and Steve                 Steve and Gladys     
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Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2005 CLAS Officers 
President:  Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President:  Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand 860-426-0814 mdsand@snet.net  
Treasurer(Acting) Charlie Perreault 860-637-4017 bythefireplace@earthlink.net
  

 

CLAS Competition News  - 
 
July 9, 2005 CLAS Non-Fly out 

Ditto from June!!! Weather got us again!! Low ceilings, fog, showers dampened any 
thoughts of flying the July CLAS event!!!   

Thanks to Jim Regan, Matt Dutkiewicz and Mike Bollea for help coordinating the competitions 
 

These are the Saturday dates.  Sunday is the weather back-up day. 
August 27-28 **Plainville Event** 
September 10 
October 8 

November 12 
December 10 

 
 

 
Boston’s 375 Celebration grounded! 

 
Several CLAS pilots went up to Boston on the afternoon of June 25th to tether and celebrate the 375 
Birthday of Boston. Well, it was HOT and it was WINDY. The winds entering our field from all 
directions even though we were well sheltered behind a hill on the north side of Commonwealth from 
Boston College. Other pilots were stationed at various places around Boston like West Roxbury High 
School, Almont Playground in Mattapan, Franklin Park, Columbus Park and Boston Common. Clayton 
Thomas was balloonmeister and did a great job of informing all of us about the requirements and 
changes.  This had been previously scheduled for May 21st that was postponed due to weather before 
we traveled to Boston.  
 

 
 
FAA – PAPER OR PLASTIC? 
 
(From CBC Hot Air Flyer & AOPA ePilot and GSBA Newsletter) 
 
The FAA is developing a rule that would require all pilots to obtain a plastic pilot certificate within two years. The 
plastic certificates include a hologram making them tamper and counterfeit resistant. “AOPA has supported the 
idea of a more durable pilot certificate for years,” said Andy Cebula, AOPA senior vice president of government 
and technical affairs. “The new certificate is an important step toward issuing a pilot certificate that will have the 
pilot’s photo as mandated by congress last year.” The FAA has been issuing the new plastic certificates since 
August 2003. Anyone who receives a new certificate or rating automatically gets a plastic version. And if, for 
privacy or security reasons, a pilot wants to remove his or her social security number from their pilot certificate, 
the FAA will send a new plastic certificate at no charge. Visit the FAA’s Airmen’s Services web site 
https://amsrvsregistry.faa.gov/amsrvs/logon.asp to request the change.  
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August 27, 2005 CLAS Fly out 
 
      Our next fly out is at the Plainville 
Balloon Event. Everyone get your insurance 
information and entries in to Dale Martin! 
Let me know if you would be willing to fly 
one of the fire fighters that weekend.  
 
Dale will hold a drawing or some sort of 
competition for the winners of our rides.  
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To all CLAS pilots who want their 

balloon pictures on the CLAS T-Shirts: 
 
 
Our handsome model, Steve Ushchak 
sports his CLAS sweatshirt from years gone 
by. 
 
Reminder: (Make sure you have your dues up 
to date for this one!!!) 
 
If you have not sent a picture of your balloon to 
me yet, please do so ASAP!  Cut off date is 
approaching. 
 
We will be sure that the t-shirts are available 
by Plainville at the end of August. 
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Remember, we still have Pratt & Whitney 
Customer Training Center people to fly. 
Let me know when you can arrange to 
take some. 
LAS Meeting Refreshments reminders: 

ul: Charlie Perreault 
ug: Mark Sand 
ep: Cindy Smith 
ct: Mike Bollea 
ov: Matt Dutkiewicz 
ec: Everyone 
an: Jack (changed from Dec., when we 

all bring goodies) 

mailto:gguertin@cox.net 
 
Thank You,   
Garry Guertin 
 

                                

Remember, all club members are invited to 
submit articles and pictures to publish in the 
Scoop. This is your newsletter! Share some 
of your best stories!! 

LAS Members and Guests – Pilots and Crews 
he CLAS meeting on Thursday, Sept. 15 will include a Sectional Chart/Navigation Quiz.  
here will be 25 questions.  Almost all of the answers can be determined using material included on the 
ectional Chart.   YOU HAVE THE LATEST ONE IN YOUR BALLOON, RIGHT?  Paper chart plotters 
nd scratch paper will be furnished.  You should plan to bring a recent edition of the New York 
ectional Chart, a pencil/pen and any other materials you think you might need (your own course 
lotter, dividers, straight edges, calculators, etc).  A copy of the FAR/AIM and a few copies of the 
ectional Chart will be available. 
rizes will be given to the top three scores.  See you all at the meeting on Sept. 15. 
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New Britain Rock Cats Mascot is a fan of Hot Air Ballooning 
Mike Bollea was doing tether rides at East Windsor High School on Saturday, June 18th and got a surprise visitor!  

Meet Rocky!  He doesn’t look too scared! …. These Cats Rock!!! 

He’s the mascot from the New Britain Rock Cats Base ball team, an AA Eastern League affiliate of the Minnesota 
Twins. Rocky had met Mike before and appears to have talked Mike into giving him a balloon lesson. 

            

 

 

 
FREE PUBLIC WEATHER SERVICE THREATENED!  
 
Courtesy of the Granite State Balloon Association Newsletter and Arlene and Tom Osborne 
 
Our access to free public weather information is being threatened by Senate Bill S.786 introduced on Apr 14. 
Following is part of a statement by Jeff Masters of wunderground.com at: 
http://www.wunderground.com/blog/JeffMasters/show.html 
 
Please go there and read the rest of his statement 
 
"It may soon be illegal for the National Weather Service (NWS) to issue non-severe weather forecasts under the 
provisions of the National Weather Service Duties Act of 2005, Senate Bill S.786, introduced April 14 by Sen. Rick 
Santorum, R-Pa. The bill's key provision (Section 2b) states that the National Weather Service cannot provide "a 
product or service...that is or could be provided by the private sector", with the exception of severe weather 
forecasts and warnings needed to protect life and property. Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez is given sole 
authority on how to interpret what NWS products and services should be restricted. In his comments upon 
introduction of the bill, Senator Santorum said the bill would boost the private weather industry by reducing unfair 
competition from the NWS and generate cost savings to the government, remarking, "The beauty of a highly 
competent private sector is that services that are not inherently involved in public safety and security can be 
carried out with little or no expenditure of taxpayer dollars." 
----------------------------------- 
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The following is from the AOPA ePilot Newsletter: 
------------------------ 
 
BOYER ON ABC NEWS TO TOUT NEED FOR WEATHER SERVICES 
AOPA President Phil Boyer wants to be sure the public knows that having access to free government weather 
products is critical for aviation safety, and that's what he told "ABC World News Tonight with Peter Jennings" in an 
interview at AOPA headquarters Wednesday. "There is nothing more important to pilots than weather," Boyer 
said. "Forty percent of all fatal general aviation accidents have weather as a contributing factor. While many pilots 
use services such as The Weather Channel for long-range planning, free government services offered by the 
National Weather Service provide crucial information specifically useful for pilots." Boyer was interviewed as part 
of a story about proposed legislation that would prohibit the National Weather Service (NWS) from offering any 
"product or service that is or could be provided by the private sector." The legislation, introduced last week by 
Sen. Rick Santorum (R-Pa.), who also was interviewed, is not the first time NWS products have been threatened 
by so-called "non-compete" efforts. 
 
The bill is now before the Senate Commerce Committee and must make it out of committee before being voted 
on. Our Senator John Sununu is on the Commerce Committee, so we can have a direct input to him. Please go to 
his web site at: http://www.sununu.senate.gov/webform.html and write a message stating your position on this bill. 
You may also go to this site: http://www.ipetitions.com/campaigns/SaveTheNWS/ and sign a petition. We should 
also urge our BFA Board to join the AOPA in vocally opposing this measure.  
 
Tom Osborne 
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This is Sage Park on 
the Berlin Turnpike in 

Berlin, CT. Do not 
launch here unless 
you have permission, 

a $5M policy and 
want to pay a $35 

launch fee each time. 
 

Photo by Mike Bollea 
  

 
 

 
Afternoon Flight with Charlie Perreault  
Pictures by whom? Mike Bollea, of course! 

 
Overjoyed pilot   Inside Charlie’s balloon  Erwin ready to launch 

         
 

 
 
 

From the BBC News – World Edition 
 

 

 
 
 
 

This Cameron Balloons UK balloon 
presents some challenges. First of all, 

there is no panoramic view. In fact, 
there is no visibility at all, to speak of.  
Festo has a “right side up” balloon just 

like this one that is piloted with this one. 
Its pilot uses his vista to provide the 

“eyes” for the pilot in this hidden basket. 
There is a way to pull back the opening 
a little to open the view, but for the most 
part the pilot relies on its partner balloon 

for guidance.  
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30 PM. For more information, 
contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Stamp 

 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 
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