
 

May’s CLAS MEETING May 19, 2005 spotlights Dave Hamelin, 
the FAA Weather Briefer Supervisor, who spoke to us on concerning the forthcoming 

contracting of our weather briefing services to Lockheed Martin. 
 

Mark Sand reports: Minutes – CLAS Educational Meeting of May 19, 2005 
 
 

President Penny Christy called the meeting to order 
at the Plainville, CT Municipal Building at 7:35 PM.  
Members attending were:  Santo Galatioto, Mark 
Sand, Penny Christy, Lisa Huck, Ellen Dressel, 
Erwin Dressel, Mike Bollea, Steve Ushchak, Mick 
Murphy, Daryl Smith, Cindy Smith, Tony Roswell, 
Jack Perry, Kevin Brielmann, Charlie Perreault, Gary 
Guertin, Matt Dutkiewicz, and Pauline Baker.  
 
Our guest was Mr. Dave Hamelin, from the Flight 
Service Center in Bridgeport.  Dave centered his 
presentation on the upcoming changes to the 
weather briefing services currently provided by the 
FAA.   
 
Starting on September 30, 2005 Lockheed Martin 
will take over the nationwide aviation weather 
briefing duties from the FAA.  Initially, most of the 
local FSSs will remain open, but eventually they will 
be consolidated into three regional centers.  The 
center closest to us will be in Leesburg, VA.  Many 
of the 43 weather briefers presently stationed in 
Bridgeport will relocate to Leesburg, thereby 
providing a core of local Connecticut weather 
knowledge to the facility.   
 
As these employees retire or move on, however, the 
local knowledge base will diminish.  The new 
contract states that phone requests for weather 
briefings shall be answered in three seconds.  It 
is not knows if Lockheed Martin will be able to 
provide that prompt service. If the contracting out of 
weather briefing services to regional centers disturbs 
CLAS members, they are urged to contact the FAA 

and their congressional delegation with their 
concerns.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.  The next 
meeting will be held on June 17, 2005 at the 
Plainville, CT Municipal Building.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mark Sand  
CLAS Secretary 
 

Photos by Ellen Dressel 

             

The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’d be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net
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Charlie Perreault sharing his Soundings information with Dave Hamelin after the CLAS Meeting 
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Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2005 CLAS Officers 
President:  Penny Christy  860-857-8757 pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President:  Charlie Perreault 860-536-7393 bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand 860-426-0814 mdsand@snet.net  
Treasurer(Acting) Charlie Perreault 860-536-7393 bythefireplace@earthlink.net
Other 2 New 
Regional 
Centers
 

CLAS Competition News  - 

s to Jim Regan, Matt Dutkiewicz and Mike Bollea for help coordinating the competitions 
These are the Saturday dates.  Sunday is the back-up day. 
uly 9 
ugust 27 **Plainville Rally** 
eptember 10 

October 8 
November 12 
December 10 
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Congratulations on your new Experimental, Steve!!!  
 

First Inflation 
 

By Steve D. Goodyear 
 

               
 

                       
 
Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 
 
Well folks, it finally happened. We completed the first inflation of our new experimental 54,000 cu. Ft. balloon. 
What an exciting day for all involved. I couldn’t believe how light it was or how bright it was in color.  
 
Lark, I’m sure was still saying, I can’t believe he built the whole thing! 
 
One day started out with a forecast of rain. Oh well, it didn’t happen. It was perfect out…. Calm, slightly overcast, 
about 70 degrees.  We completed the inflation at about half throttle on the fan.  
 
Once I stood it up, Amy took over so I could walk around and look while Lark, as always, took all these excellent 
photos. The balloon was up for 30 minutes. The top seems to seal nicely which is amazing given that it was 
installed in my daughter’s basement and only partially inflated. After all, how big is a basement? 
 
I do have a few things left to complete: basket burner frame, hoses, instruments and a few other small things. 
Hope you enjoy these photos.  
 

Very Excited Steve!!! 
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From Santo Galatioto, CLAS-FAA Liaison 
At the CLAS safety seminar earlier this year, the following question was raised: 
Given that a Commercial LTA pilot is also an Authorized Instructor, may two commercial balloon pilots, both of 
whom do not have the take-off and landing recency of flight experience, get in the basket together and take off 
while one is acting as an authorized instructor and the other performs his/her take offs and landings? 
 
I submitted the question to the FAA: John D. Lynch, Certification and Flight Training Branch, AFS 840, 
Washington, DC and this was his response: 
 
Ref:  61.57(s): NO, the pilots may not perform the 3 take-offs and landings together. If neither pilot is take-off and 
landing current, the 3 take-offs and landings have to be performed solo.  
 
I’m sorry it took so long to get his response, but that is the official FAA interpretation on this subject. - Santo 

 
 

June 11, 2005 CLAS Non - Fly out 
 
      Weather got us again!! Low ceilings, fog, showers dampened any thoughts of flying the 
June CLAS event!!!   

 
 

              
 

Stu Post’s chance to brag….  
 
His first child, Kaitlyn Grace Post, born April 22, 2005 at 8:59PM at St. 
Raphael’s in New Haven came into the world at 7 lbs 13 oz and was 21 
inches long. This new Cheshire, CT addition will make great crew when 
Stu gets his own balloon.  
A happy, healthy, and beautiful as verified by a non-biased source!  
Well, maybe a little biased!

Kaitlyn Grace Post 
 

 

CLAS Meeting Refreshments reminders: 
 
Jun: Terri Rollinson/ 

Tony Roswell 
Jul: Charlie Perreault 
Aug: Mark Sand 
Sep: Cindy Smith 
Oct: Mike Bollea 
Nov: Matt Dutkiewicz 
Dec: Everyone 
Jan: Jack (changed from Dec., when we all bring 

goodies) 

To all CLAS pilots: 
 
Reminder: (Make sure you have your dues up to 
date for this one!!!) 
 
If you have not sent a picture of your balloon to me 
yet, please do so ASAP!  
 
mailto:gguertin@cox.net>gguertin@cox.net 
 
Thank You,   Garry Guertin 
 

          
      
Remember, all club members are invited 
to submit articles and pictures to publish 
in the Scoop. This is your newsletter! 
Share some of your best stories!! 
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May 27-30, 2005 Freedom Weekend Aloft at Anderson, SC 
 

Photos by: Mike Bollea (Mark Sand took the one of Mike) 
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Safety Fest At Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Hangar May 14, 2005 
Photos by Mike Bollea 
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30 PM. For more information, 
contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
              (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Stamp 

 
The Scoop/ CLAS         FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org 
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