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A SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!! 
AND 

Come Out to our Annual FREEZE YOUR BUNS DAY  
ON SATURDAY, JAN 8TH (RAIN DATE SUNDAY, JAN 9TH) 
 
Greetings All,   If you've been stuck in your cave and haven't been out in a few weeks, you probably haven't 
noticed that Winter is knocking subtly on your rock.  In my mind some of the best flying weather is in the pre-
heavy snow months of November and December. 
 

I would like to remind everyone about the frozen buns meet at the Aqua Turf (AQT) on Jan 8th.   I've heard 
through the grapevine that the management at the AQT would like us not to use the grass for launching at it 
leaves footprints on the frozen grass which stay there all winter.  This means that we will have to lay out our 
envelopes on the pavement. 
 

Showtime is somewhere around 0645 (let’s not be too early).  If you have any questions email me at 
robertzirpolo@comcast.net or call me at 203-250-8441.   I know the AQT has seen more launch activity in the 
past year or, so lets make a noise abatement rule of a steady climb-out once airborne so as not to tick off the 
neighbors.    
 

Also, after last year’s FAA reported "incident" of low flying and lingering balloons over a target just off the highway 
in Meriden lets just set the task as a distance goal within the CT border.  In other words, the higher the better.  
Breakfast, post-flight is as usual at Gene's Restaurant at the intersection of Rte 10 and Mulberry St. in 
Southington.   Hope to see you there...RZ 

 

 
 

 

CLAS 2005 Safety Seminar February 26th  8 AM to 6 PM 
 
We have the best speakers and presentations planned for this year’s safety seminar!!  

Paul Stumpf, Carroll Tietsworth, Daryl Smith, 
Jim O’Brien, Chris Mooney, and Mick Murphy, to name a few!! 

 

The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’d be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net 

January 2005 Volume XVIII, Issue 1 

 

Don’t miss this!!! Put Feb. 26th in your schedule!! 
2nd Annual CLAS BFA Safety Seminar 

Pratt & Whitney Customer Training Center in East Hartford, CT 
1-day Saturday February 26, 2005 8AM – 6PM  

Breakfast, Lunch and mid morning and afternoon snacks  
Contact Penny Christy at 860-857-8757 or pmchristy@earthlink.net 
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CLAS Competition Dec. 4, 2004      By Penny Christy    
Sorry Erwin, Mike, and Kevin! (Refer to last month’s Scoop) 

 
Sunrise was 7:02 on Saturday morning and all 
indications were that it promised to be a gorgeous 
morning to fly. At that time it was in the 20’s and was 
a penetrating, damp cold until we were in the sun.  
Then it was quite pleasant.  
 

 
 
We launched from the Aquaturf in Southington and 
the Judge declared goal was to land in the old Wal-
Mart parking lot in Wallingford about 6-7 miles to the 
southeast.  
 
The pibal was slow to choose its direction as it 
climbed out of the sheltered back parking lot of the 
Aquaturf. It went north, south and then east and 
southeast. Winds on the surface were calm for our 
launch. 
 
I had passengers that had been originally scheduled 
in September and they were so excited to fly. Since 
they attended football games, I thought that I was 
thorough when I asked them to wear hiking boots 
and warm outdoor clothing in layers. I didn’t know I 
was to provide the layers. Two jackets, ski gloves 
and a ski hat later we were ready to fly.   
 
Erwin launched first, followed by Mike Bollea, Kevin 
Brielmann, and I launched last. Garry Guertin took 
these great pictures of the launch and ascent from 
Erwin’s basket as we all climbed to that special 
altitude that would head us to that mystery deserted 
parking lot somewhere in Wallingford. Erwin told me 
that if I flew over Hanover Pond north of Meriden-
Markham Airport, I should be in line for the target.  
 
The scenery was beautiful from 2500 feet. We could 
see across the sound, and all the surrounding 
towns. The bare trees were soft, rich brown in the 
early morning light. Castle Craig was stately against 
the soft texture of the bare trees on Meriden 
Mountain. 
 

Kevin dropped a marker from about 2000 feet into a 
field just south of the target parking lot. Mike Bollea 
would have landed too close to the high voltage 
power lines to the north of the lot so he flew on. 
Erwin was flying N or NNW when I saw him and he 
landed behind the health club.  
 
I had flown over Hanover Pond and was to the west 
of the target and since southeast and north were my 
choices, I was looking for a spot in front of me to 
land. No one wanted to fly over Rt. 91 just to make a 
target. As I dropped, I found a breeze 100 feet 
above the trees that took me northeast - right toward 
our target.  I drop lined to Charlie Perreault and Jim 
Wendell by Applebee’s and came into the old Wal-
Mart parking lot to land. 
 

 
 

 
 
Sorry Erwin, Mike, and Kevin! 
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CLAS Qualifying LONG JUMP (within the state of CT) on Dec. 18th! 
 

My story: Lucky Morning!  By Erwin Dressel 
 
We've all had those days when everything goes 
wrong and occasionally a day when all goes right. 
The Friday evening of Dec. 17th was not going well. 
My passengers for Saturday morning told me it was 
too cold, 13 degrees, and they wanted to wait for a 
summer day next year. Attempting to salvage what 
looked like a flyable Saturday morning I called a few 
crewmembers to see if they would be interested in a 
long jump attempt. It took each one about 2 seconds 
to say they would come out. 
 

Jerry Boudreau was to join me in the basket, and he 
certainly came out Saturday morning dressed 
warmly. Unfortunately, I failed to tell him to bring his 
glasses. The morning forecast was good with 
everything but winds aloft. Their trend seemed to be 
slower at six and nine thousand feet. Gary, Charlie, 
and Ellen were ready and so my final decision was 
to go for it. 
 

In the air by 7:42 AM we started to fly southwest 
from our launch site in Cheshire.  Slowly we turned 
Northwest and finally Northeast at about 4000 ft.  As 
we continued to climb looking for just a little speed 
over 15 mph we encountered an inversion.  In fact, 
all the way up to 9000 ft it kept getting warmer.  My 
good friend, Steve, has a ready answer for that 
anomaly.  He said it should be warmer as you get 
closer to the sun. 
 

Now the luck part…  for Connecticut, it was an 
exceptionally clear day.  When we got close to the 
Connecticut River we could see the Windham 
Airport.  I asked Jerry to get some kind of a plot on 
the CT map and he quickly answered, "no way, not 
without my glasses."  Well at that point I thought it 
was time to give Jerry his first balloon flight lesson 
and he did quite well with level flight. 
 

As I 
studied the map I could see we would be passing 
south of UConn and just north of the Windham 
airport.  What luck, a perfect direction!  Our chase 
buddies kept tabs on our position also. However, 
they claimed trying to find us in the clear sky was 

like trying to locate a pibal after it's been in the air for 
five minutes. 
 

When we estimated about 10 gallons of remaining 
fuel, we flew on a little further to clear a HUGE area 
of forest. Then we spotted a little airport and thought 
what a great place to “drop in” to land.  It always 
amazes me - what an adrenalin rush the terminal 
decent can be. We fell just short of the Putnam 
Airport and ended up over a cornfield within 30 ft. of 
a hunter. The guy had a cell phone pressed to his 
ear and just totally ignored us even though we must 
have scared any deer within 500ft of him. I'll bet he 
drives on the highways ignoring all others the same 
way. After a fashion we saw a nice back yard and 
with the help of a drop line and Charlie we landed. 
Mr. Edmond Seney gave us permission to take 
down the balloon in his yard and went back to 
showing his home to a prospective buyer. Ellen 
made sure the prospective buyer knew the balloon 
didn't go with this house at 14 Applewood Dr. in 
Woodstock. 
 

 
More luck!  One of the first spectators on the scene 
was Bruce Byberg, a balloon ride operator from that 
area in NE CT.  What a pleasant coincidence and 
wonderful time we had packing up with Bruce and 
the other neighbors! To all the folks who live in that 
part of Connecticut, you certainly have an area as 
pretty as any in New Hampshire or Vermont.  The 
young lady helping us with the pack up gave us 
directions to Sweet Evalian's Diner for breakfast.  
That was another great experience, just like some of 
the diners in the northern most parts of Maine. Some 
of the characters there looked as if they stumbled 
out of the woods back in the 1800s.  I'll make sure to 
stop there any time I'm in the area! 
 

My hats off to the crew!  Thanks again to Ellen, 
Charlie Perreault, Garry Guertin, and my flight 
companion Jerry Boudreau. 
 
Editor’s comment: By my calculations dist. is approx. 55.5 mi. 
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$ Tax Liability For Balloon Purchases $ 
By Mark Sand 

 
Did you buy a hot air balloon during 2004?  If you 
did, do you know that you most likely incurred a 
sales tax liability on the purchase?  I am speaking 
specifically to Connecticut residents whose balloon 
is registered in Connecticut.  Other states may have 
different rules.   
 
If you purchased your balloon, new or used, from a 
dealer in Connecticut, you most probably paid 
Connecticut sales tax upon the purchase and your 
bill of sale should reflect that.  If you purchased your 
balloon from a private individual, or bought it out of 
state, you probably didn’t pay sales tax on it.  Rest 
assured, the State of Connecticut will learn of the 
purchase and will want their cut.  The FAA will 
inform the State of Connecticut of your registration, 
usually about 18 months after you registered the 
balloon with the FAA.  The State of Connecticut will 
then send you a nice letter informing you that you 
owe a use tax, equal to the sales tax rate of 6% of 
the purchase price.  When a business acquires an 
aircraft, a use tax must be remitted with their Sales 
and Use Tax Return (OS-114).  For individuals 
acquiring an aircraft, a use tax is required to be 
remitted, either with their Individual Use Tax Return 
(OP-186) or with their Connecticut Income Tax 
Return for the filing period following the date that the 
aircraft was first used in Connecticut. 
 
If you did not pay sales tax on your balloon 
purchase, either at the time of purchase or on your 
income tax return for that year, you will additionally 
owe interest charges of 1% of the tax liability for 

every month or partial month from April 16th of the 
year following the calendar year in which the 
purchase was made.  So, if you bought a balloon in 
2004 and have not paid sales tax on it, be sure to list 
it on your 2004 Connecticut State Income Tax 
Return.  Now comes the good part.  Even if you 
listed the purchase on your tax return and therefore 
paid your tax due, the State of Connecticut will still 
assume you didn’t and will ask you to prove you 
have paid the tax.  They apparently do not check 
your income tax return upon hearing from the FAA 
that you registered an aircraft in Connecticut.  They 
will send you a copy of Form AU-170, Aircraft 
Worksheet.  A copy of your income tax return listing 
the balloon purchase enclosed with the form and 
returned to them should satisfy them.  If you didn’t 
pay the tax, you will have to fill out the form, and 
include the tax due, plus interest. 
 
You can’t escape this tax liability, so if you bought a 
balloon in 2004, and haven’t paid the governor, do 
so on your 2004 state tax return.  If you did pay 
sales tax, be prepared to send the state a copy of 
your bill of sale that lists the tax paid, or a copy of 
your state tax return that lists the purchase, if they 
so request.  If you bought a balloon before 2004 and 
did not pay sales tax, your interest charges are 
growing monthly, and they will catch up with you!  If 
this is the case, call the Dept. of Revenue Services 
at (860) 541-3263 and have your checkbook handy. 
 
As an example, I purchased my balloon in July 
2003.  I listed the purchase on my 2003 state tax 
return, thanks to Santo’s sage advice).  I just 
received the state’s inquiry letter last week. 
 

 

 
 

Washing balloons? 
 
To the CLAS membership –  
Paul Stumpf's response to that e-mail about washing balloons...  Jim O’Brien. 
 

“I would HIGHLY discourage anyone from washing a hot air balloon. 
Damage to the balloon fabric's coating far outweighs any aesthetic improvement.” 
 

Paul Stumpf 
 
Stumpf Balloons 
2926 Andover-Weston Rd. 
Andover, VT  05143 
(802)-875-1600 
 
<www.stumpfballoons.htm>www.stumpfballoons.com 

 
Cameron Balloons team has seen fastidious pilots who wash and dry their scoops and 
envelope bags and wonder why they don’t fit anymore. 
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Links for Winds Aloft Soundings and FAA - contributed by Charlie Perreault 
 

To Plot Wind Sounding from MAPS/RUC2 Analyses/Forecasts 
http://www-frd.fsl.noaa.gov/mab/soundings/ 
 
Aviation NCEP Winds Aloft Forecast - North Eastern US 
http://av iationweather.gov/products/nws/fdwinds/dynamic/boston_fd1.shtml 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Accessories for sale:   
Basket Caddy, dark brown - $40     Drop line pouches, 1 red, 1 dark brown - $10 each.  All in 
excellent condition.   Jim Regan (860) 209-0351 
 

 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2005 CLAS Officers Elect 
 

President:  Penny Christy     860-857-8757   pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Vice President:  Charlie Perreault  860-426-0814   bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand     860-536-7393   mdsand@snet.net 
Treasurer: Andy Dressel    203-272-6116   edressel@cox.net 
(Past President: Daryl Smith      860-428-6769   Daryl@CTHotAir.com ) 
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Minutes of the CLAS Meeting of December 16, 2004 
 
CLAS President Daryl Smith called the meeting to order at 7:45 PM at the Plainville, CT Municipal Building.  
Members in attendance were:  Daryl Smith, Cindy Smith, Mark Sand, Mick Murphy, Steve Ushchak, Tony 
Roswell, Terri Rollinson, Al Theodore, Jack Perry, Erwin Dressel, Ellen Dressel, Santo Galatioto, Lisa Huck, Mike 
Bollea, Charlie Perreault, Pam Bogart-Macfarlane, and Rob Macfarlane. Penny Christy arrived in time to eat!  
 
This meeting was a combined business/social occasion. 
 
 

Committee reports: 
 

Sunshine:  No report. 
 

Winter Dinner:  Tony reported that the planning for the dinner is well underway.  The dinner will again be held at 
the Colonial Tavern in Oxford, CT, on Saturday, January 29, at 7:00 PM.  The cost of the dinner is fixed at 
$30.00/person.  Payment can be made to Tony by mail (via the CLAS P.O. Box), at the next CLAS meeting, or at 
the dinner.  A list of entrée choices (prime rib, chicken cordon bleu, or grilled swardfish) was circulated during the 
meeting.  If you haven’t listed your choice, inform Tony soon. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Checking account:  $3541.22; CDs:  $5596.96. 
 

Competition:  Penny won the competition held at the Aquaturf on December 4.  There have been three 
competitions held during 2004.  The membership agreed to count the 2005 Frozen Buns flyout towards the 2004 
competition results.  The Frozen Buns will be held at the Aquaturf on January 8, 2005, with a back-up date of 
January 9.  Participants are to meet at the Aquaturf around 6:30 AM.   
 

Erwin will end his duties as Competition Chairman following the Frozen Buns.  Any volunteers to assume the 
position? 
 

BFA/FAA Liaison:  Santo reported that 6 balloons recently intruded into Manchester, NH Class C airspace.  The 
balloons did not communicate their intentions to the Tower, and were not equipped with Mode C transponders 
and encoding altimeters, as required by the FARs.  The FAA is attempting to identify the pilots, who could face 
disciplinary action.  Although not required, we should all fly with a aircraft band transceiver on board, in case an 
in-flight emergency requires us to pass through Class C airspace, or for any other reason we may need to 
communicate with a tower.  The FAA also stressed knowing the Red Zones in your AOR and respecting them.  
Although violating a Red Zone is not specifically a v iolation of the FARs, angry landowners can make life 
miserable for us if we do ignore them. 
 

New Business:  We need nominations for the 2 crew awards, the S--T Happens Award and the Long Jump 
Award, to be announced at the Winter Dinner. 
 

The minutes for the November 18, 2004 meeting were approved as written. 
 

Holiday Social - The business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM and the remainder of the 
evening was devoted to our annual Holiday Social.  Thanks to all who brought the delicious goodies! 
 

The next meeting will be held at the Plainville, CT Municipal Building at 7:30 PM on Thursday, January 20, 2005. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Mark Sand, CLAS Secretary 
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CLAS Safety Seminar 2005  Pg  1   CLAS 2004 Officers   Pg  6 
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Erwin’s Long Jump   Pg  3  CLAS Minutes from Dec. 16  Pg  7 
Firefly Balloons    Pg  4  An Ed Yost Odyssey   Pg  8 
Tax Liability for Balloon Purchases Pg  5  An Ed Yost Odyssey (Cont’d)  Pg  9 
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An Ed Yost Odyssey: Part II 

Channel Champ and the Ballooning Hall 
of Fame 

Submitted by Jim Ellis 
From the December Atlantic Flyer 

       After the dedication of the granite markers at the 
Stratobowl on Wednesday, July 28, it was on to 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota for the dedication of an 
inscribed brass plate commemorating the invention 
of the modern hot air balloon in Sioux Falls.  The 
brass plate was mounted on a large rock in Tuthill 
Park (where Sioux Falls balloonists fly from) in south 
Sioux Falls on Friday, July 30.  The dedication 
ceremony had been planned knowing that Ed Yost 
would be traveling from Rapid City to Indianola, 
Iowa. 
       On Thursday, July 29, Susan Sparks and I 
v isited the Aerostar balloon factory near the Sioux 
Falls airport, where we were taken on a tour by 
Aerostar VP Allen Schlenker.  While the Aerostar 
Company appears to be quite busy and prosperous, 
it was depressing to view the actual Aerostar balloon 
manufacturing operation. At the time we visited there 
were two older ladies working on large sewing 
machines, one sewing what appeared to be a new 
ReMax envelope.  There was no one working in the 
basket or burner manufacturing area at the time, 
although there was a large ride basket and a smaller 
basket that were nearly complete. Not a very 
positive sign for the future of hot air ballooning. 
     On Thursday evening we joined several Sioux 
Falls balloonists and Balloon Federation of American 
director Orv Olivier for dinner at the Tea Steak 
House in Tea, South Dakota, about 10 miles south 
of Rapid City.  It seemed an odd, out of the way 
place until we realized that it was the little town 
where Ed Yost had set up his gas balloon 
manufacturing operation after leaving Raven 
Industries. Yost, Jim Winker, the engineer and 
senior Raven officer who Yost credits with making 
the hot air balloon into a commercial success, and 
Russ Pohl, scientist and engineer on early Yost and 
Winker balloon projects, were honored guests at the 
informal dinner in Tea as well as at the Tuthill Park 
ceremony the next morning. 
      The July 30 ceremony in Tuthill Park would have 
one big surprise that had been hinted at by Yost at 
the dinner.  A balloon had been located which was 
believed to be the “Channel Champ”, the balloon 
Yost had flown across the English Channel in April 
1963.  The balloon was cold inflated at the park, 
carefully examined by Yost, Winker, and Pohl, and 
declared to be the genuine article.  The now-
authenticated balloon would be donated to the 
National Balloon Museum in Indianola, Iowa. 

 

 
After the Channel Champ was authenticated, the 
focus shifted to the inscribed plate mounted on the 
rock in Tuthill Park, which was ceremoniously 
uncovered.  The plate read:  

“Sioux Falls, South Dakota:  
Birthplace of the Modern Hot Air Balloon” 

 
“Sioux Falls based Raven Industries development 
team lead by Ed Yost, under contract with the United 
States Navy, worked from 1958 through 1960 to 
develop a self-powered hot air balloon capable of 
sustained flight.  The first flight conducted on Oct. 
22, 1960 marked the beginning of a new era of 
balloon flights.  Over the next decades, the sport of 
hot air ballooning developed and spread worldwide 
with Raven leading the way.” 

Winker and Yost prov ided rare insights into the 
development of the modern hot air balloon as well 
as the first crossing of the English Channel in a hot 
air balloon for balloonists and TV and newspaper 
reporters present.  BFA Director Orv Oliv ier 
introduced Yost, Winker, and Pohl.  He introduced 
Jim Winker as a former Senior Vice President of 
Raven Industries, an authority in high altitude 
balloons, and historian.  (Ed Yost added “And he 
tells the truth.”)  Russ Pohl was introduced as a  
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An Ed Yost Odessy  (Cont’d) 
balloon scientist and engineer. Yost, of course, was 
introduced as “The father of the modern hot air 
balloon.” 

Jim Winker was the first speaker.  He noted that 
the balloon was invented in France in 1783.  First 
the hot air balloon, and within weeks, the gas 
balloon, both in France. The early hot air balloons 
burned straw and other unpleasant things, and there 
was not much development or advancement of hot 
air balloons for more than a century.   

The development of plastic materials developed 
from petroleum after World War II changed things.  
Winker said that in the mid-1950s, Ed Yost had 
scoured the country for hot air balloons. He found no 
existing technology, so he had to do it on his own.  
Winker introduced Yost to tell the story of how the 
hot air balloon was invented. 

  
 

Ed Yost, Russ Pohl from Tuthill Park dedication,  
Jim Winker (distinguished balding man). 
 

Ed Yost said that the first experimental flight of a 
rudimentary hot air balloon on tether was in 1955 
inside a gymnasium.  “We were trying to figure out 
how many cubic feet of hot air it took to get a pound 
of lift out of it.”  With the aid of a picture of the 
tethered balloon lifting a small man, Ed’s group 
received a Navy grant in 1959 of $47,000.  Noting 
that the $47,000 was not enough to do the whole 
job, Ed also said, “We were on another program. 
Bootlegged everything.”   

By 1960, they had a working model of a man-
carrying hot air balloon.  The first demonstration 
flight of a working model was in Nebraska.  
Discussing the first flight, Yost said “It was cold for 
October, with the temperature around 20 degrees.  It 
wouldn’t vaporize the propane.  He had to shake the 
propane tanks to get any out.”  The first flight lasted 
between 40 minutes and an hour. 

On the first flight, they learned they needed to 
bring propane up to the burner to vaporize the 
propane, and redesigned the burner.  The valve 

used had been a needle valve which took 26 turns to 
open and close. After a second flight, they put in a 
quick valve. 

The first balloon used laminated Mylar.  After 
three flights it would delaminate.  Yost researched 
available materials, selected rip stop nylon, and 
worked with suppliers to coat the fabrics to reduce 
porosity. 

Finally, it was on to Indianola, Iowa, where on 
Sunday, August 1, Ed Yost would be the first 
inductee into the Ballooning Hall of Fame at the 
National Balloon Museum.  The Indianola induction 
ceremony was held at a time when many balloonists 
from all over the country were in Indianola to 
participate in the National Balloon Classic 
competitive balloon rally. 

Yost was not only the father of the modern hot 
air balloon, but along with Peter Pellegrino and Don 
Kersten, he was also responsible for the founding of 
the Balloon Federation of America in 1967 and the 
National Balloon Classic rally at Indianola shortly 
thereafter.  Nearing the end of the 1960s, with less 
than 20 hot air balloons in the U.S., the new BFA’s 
founders wanted to hold a rally and ballooning world 
championship in an area. The three picked Des 
Moines, but FAA Air Traffic Control said that air 
traffic would be a problem.  So Yost and Kirsten 
picked Indianola, about 20 miles south of Des 
Moines.  The first Indianola rally would be held from 
Simpson College in the center of Indianola 1970.  So 
it was appropriate that Yost was honored during the 
big balloon event. 

BFA Director Oliv ier introduced said that the 
Ballooning Hall of Fame was an award process that 
was still in the process of being established by the 
BFA and the National Balloon Museum.  The criteria 
selection process was not totally complete yet.  But 
introducing Yost, Oliv ier said, “Pick any criteria you 
want for a Ballooning Hall of Fame, and Ed Yost 
wins!” 

Yost, who can be feisty and difficult at times, 
was on his best behavior accepting the award.  He 
gave the standing room only crowd at the museum a 
long description of how he got involved in 
ballooning, his involvement with balloons carrying 
spies and leaflets over the Iron Curtain, how the 
modern hot air balloon was invented, and a 
description of the first hot air balloon flight over the 
English Channel.  Typical of Yost, when somebody 
asked him if he would take questions, he replied, “If I 
don’t have an answer I’ll make one up.”  He 
concluded his presentation by announcing that the 
newly authenticated Channel Champ balloon would 
be donated to the National Balloon Museum. After 
the ceremonies concluded, Yost delighted the 
ballooning crowd by staying to sign autographs and 
to have his picture taken with many of those present
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30 PM. For more information, 
contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS 2005 DUES: $20 includes membership priv ileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
      (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488 -0053 
 
 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org        FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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