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Let’s celebrate a successful year together!!! 
 Bring Holiday Hors d’oeurves, favorite dishes, Munchies  

And your best stories to our December CLAS Holiday Party 
 at the Plainville Municipal building on 
Thursday, Dec. 16, 2004 at 7:30PM 

 
 

 

CLAS Competition Nov 7, 2004  
By Erwin Dressel 
 
Quite normal for this year, the planned Saturday 
launch was cancelled due to high winds. Our 
Sunday back up date looked like a maybe. The 
forecast for Sunday, available Saturday evening 
looked acceptable to me, however, Tony Roswell 
didn’t feel comfortable with winds out of the SW. 
After checking with Chris Mooney, Thad Burr, and 
Dave Lasher, Tony advised that we should not 
consider Southbury for the Competition on Sunday. 
Thanks Tony for a lot of last minute consulting and 
making safety a priority. 

 
Penny Christy, Jim O’Brien and Santo, Mike Bollea 
Photo by Rob Macfarlane 

The competition committee decided the Ushchak 
Aerodrome would be a perfect launch area for winds 
out of the SW. Sunday morning turned out to be 
beautiful. The task was a judge declared goal at 
Timberlin Golf Course in Berlin. Ellen Dressel and 
Garry Guertin drove out there to place the target. 
 
Everyone got over the target area with Mike Bollea 
getting the closest toss within 3 ft. of the bulls eye. 
Jim O’Brien within 21 ft, and Erwin Dressel within 90 
ft. Penny Christy got a late start and found the target 
area only to learn that the target had been removed 
since Erwin was looking for a landing site. 
 
Sorry Penny! 
 
We all landed in Berlin or Newington with just fun 
stories. I’m wondering if Santo has found Jim’s 
helmets yet. It seems that while he was PIC of Jim’s 
balloon, a tree got in the way and grabbed hold of 
those useless helmets. (Oops, sorry Jim) 
 
Matt and Robert were over-flying the area also and 
offered accurate directions and good cheer for lost 
and confused chase crews. Isn’t it amazing how 
screwed up some Pilots’ directions become? 

The Scoop 
 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society publishes this newsletter for its members and 
interested parties. Portions of this newsletter may be reprinted if credit is given to the writer 
and to CLAS. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the organization or 
members of this organization (but if they are, they’d be exceptionally good ones).  
For more information contact Penny Christy 12 Blue Grass Rd., Middletown, Ct 06457  
Phone (860) 857-8757 e-mail pmchristy@earthlink.net 
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More about the CLAS Competition on Nov. 7, 2004. 
By Mike Bollea 
 
       For all you C.L.A.S. members who didn’t make it 
out to the CLAS event this morning, you missed a 
great competition. Santo Galatioto flew in Jim 
O’Brien’s balloon while Penny Christy and I flew our 
balloons out of Steve Ushchak’s Aerodrome in 
Cheshire. Erwin Dressel launched from his yard and 
took off first.  
 
His crew set the X out in the fairway at Timberlin 
Golf Course in Berlin.  The X was near the entrance 
road and 1/4 mile south of the clubhouse.  
 
It was a great morning to find the X. The surface 
winds were out of the SE at about 3 to 4 mph. Winds 
at 3,000 ft. were out of 250 at 12 mph. Erwin was 
about a mile ahead of me. 10 min. into his flight, he 
went up to 1,200 ft. and went east over Meriden Mt. 
to Timberlin Golf Course. I went up and chased him 
to the X. He dropped down just East of the road, 
flew north and dropped his baggy 90 ft. East of the 
X. I saw what he did, so I came down over the road 
and got that left turn.  I came right over the X. Garry 
Guertin was waving me on. There was a tree just 
North of the X about 30 ft. high. I dropped my baggy 
3 ft. from the center of the X. Jim O’Brien was 
coming to the X. He made his drop 21 ft. to the 
West. Penny flew by 20 min later and did not see the 
X.  It was gone. The early bird gets the worm! 
 
We all had a great time at Gene’s Restaurant for 
breakfast and stories. Robert and Matt had launched 
from Southington and joined us there too. 
 
Note: Rob Macfarlane took these photos from 
Penny’s balloon as she raced up to the “X.” 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Thanks to everyone who sent in 
notices, news, tidbits, articles, 

and stories!!! This is one 
newsletter whose content is 

from our members!!!!! 
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Albuquerque 2004  
By Jim Regan  

 
To many New England balloonists, the arrival of 
October means fall foliage. To a few of us it means 
one thing… ..FIESTA!!! 
 
This year’s 2004 Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta was held the week of October 2nd thru the 
10th.  The first weekend saw both Mass Ascensions 
go off without a hitch as 700+ hot air balloons took to 
the skies.  Even though we flew south into the city 
without the famous “Albuquerque Box” in effect, we 
had some great flights. 
 
Poor weather cancelled the scheduled competition 
flights for both Monday and Tuesday, but Mother 
Nature changed her tune for Wednesday. We awoke 
to great conditions and a MIDG task was to be flown 
as part of the Mass Ascension.  Unfortunately, I 
opted to throw my marker at the first target we came 
to, and ended up being out of the scoring area. After 
using the winds to “box” back over the field, I later 
flew directly over another target.  Looking back on it, 
this was an indication of what was to come. 
 
Thursday morning, Fiesta officials called 2 flying 
tasks for the flight. There was a Double Drop – 
Minimum Distance Task, as well as poles scattered 
across Fiesta Park with various prizes. Ray Fournier 
and I were next to each other for launch, and 
decided we would place a side wager on the 
competition in honor of Ed Lappies.  Launching from 
1 mile away, I successfully worked my way directly 
over the scoring area and dropped my marker dead 
center on the X.  Boy, did I feel great about that, until  

 
I remembered that it was a Double Drop – Minimum 
Distance Task and I was disqualified. (See the back 
page of our Nov. Scoop.) Soooooo… . I now owe 
Ray a bottle of Captain Morgan. 
 
Friday’s flight was rather windy, with most of us 
opting to stay on the ground and saving it for the 
weekend.  Both Mass Ascensions of the second 
weekend launched into great weather, however, the 
winds decided to pick up on the landing for both 
flights. Sunday turned into the more dramatic of 
flights, as most people saw Smokey the Bear hang 
up on the nearby radio tower.  Fortunately, all those 
aboard came away uninjured even though the 
balloon was a total loss.  It was also an eye opening 
experience for me as I landed Old MacDonald’s 
Farm balloon back at Fiesta Park in 20+ mph winds.  
Thanks to the help of numerous pilots and crew, we 
landed without incident to the cheers of the 
remaining crowd. 
 
Now, you’d think that the flying is the best thing 
about going to Albuquerque. Actually, it’s the Fiesta 
portion that makes it so much fun. There were only 2 
days that we left the field before noon as we joined 
in the numerous tailgate parties. We found 
everything from deep fried turkeys to baked 
macaroni and cheese to crepes on the field. There 
are also the side trips to Sante Fe, Old Towne 
Albuquerque, Historic Route 66 and the Sandia 
Mountains that make this festival more like a 
vacation. 
 
So as winter starts to settle in, we’re already 
planning for next year’s trip. How many coolers? 
How much rum? Will the grill really fit in the trailer? 
Ahhh… such dilemmas. 

 

TO ALL OUR GOOD FRIENDS IN CLAS 
7TH Annual “Mooney Family Christmas Party” 

Dec. 11 3PM… . ‘Til Bill and Patty go home…  
Lots of room for kids!!!! 

 
Please join us in celebrating this very special time of year AND our shared good fortune to be involved in such a 
wonderful activity as ballooning. Seeing everyone once or twice a year is not enough especially during the long 
winter stretch. Join lots of other balloonists from New England, PA, NY and NY with lots of balloon flight stories to 
share. Come early to see the farm and help put the Xmas bow on the donkey.  If you would like, bring a noshy 
dish or drink to share.  Lots of food and cheer.  Hotel, motel, and B&B possibilities.  Call for info. (1-203-263-
0167) Or e-mail cmooney5@aol.com. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
Chris Mooney and Family 
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More Albuquerque Stories  
From Don Palen 
 
Hey Penny, 
 
My friend Billy "Wild Bill" Whalen (the Canadian 
national champ) invited me to participate in 
Turkeylude, a gathering of Can/US balloonists in 
Sussex, NB, Canada the week of Thanksgiving and 
I'm going up.  Do you know of any others that are 
planning to go? Cheerz, Don 
 
P.S.  don't know if you saw it on the balloon reflector 
but here is something I posted a few weeks ago 
after returning from ABQ.  Now the result is I have 
been invited to fly with Philippe and Olivier Devillas 
(5-time and current French national champ) at 
Château d'Oex, Switzerland in January!   
 

 
Philippe and Don 

(I'm going)...and maybe next summer to France as 
well.  Guess it's true that “what goes around comes 
around.”  
 
"As some of you may recall, two weeks before ABQ, 
a French aeronaut, Philippe Lusley, posted on the 
reflector a plea for a place to stay and a balloon to 
fly at ABQ.  Just thought I'd follow up and let you all 
know that I responded (the only one as it turns out). 
Philippe, 38 and flying balloons since he was 18, 
came to ABQ, turned out to be a SUPER-nice good 
guy, we flew my balloon Sky Drifter many times,  
 
Philippe took a gazillion pictures, his French friends 
adopted me as a brother, and we just had a total 
blast including, among many many things, acting as 
a two-man "tailgate party inspection team" on the 
field after the launches. Philippe was gratified (and 
perhaps just a little surprised) to discover the friendly 
and good natured way everyone welcomed the two 
of us to their gatherings as we made our way around 
the field.   
 
We decided that Mae and her local gang had the 
best homemade goodies (including cinnamon buns 
and big muffins with bits of cheese and ham 
inside....yum!), another local Albuquerque gang got 
the award for the most elaborate tailgate which 
included several tents, blow up plastic cactuses 
(cacti?), a snow cone machine and the world's 
largest gas grill (about 12 feet long).  Best drink 
award went to the gang from Brazil, who (of course) 
was making their national drink, caipirinha. As a side 
note on the caipirinhas: if Brazil ever gets into the 
space program, they already have the rocket fuel 
perfected!  All in all, Philippe's visit and our new 
friendship was the high point of a wonderful Fiesta 
for me.  Cheerz, Don Palen  

 
 

NTSB - ALBUQUERQUE 2004 On October 10, 2004, approximately 0825 mountain daylight time, an Aerostar 
SP-1 balloon, N87SB, was destroyed when it impacted a radio tower while attempting to climb near Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. The commercial pilot and two passengers were not injured. The balloon was registered to and 
operated by Friends of Smokey the Bear Balloon, Inc., Albuquerque. Visual meteorological conditions 
prevailed, and a flight plan was not filed for the Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 sightseeing flight. 
The local flight departed the Balloon Fiesta Field, Albuquerque, approximately 0710. 
 

According to the Pilot/Operator Aircraft Accident Report, the pilot received a briefing prior to launching the 
balloon, which included weather information. After departure, the pilot flew south over the Balloon Fiesta Field for 
approximately 20 minutes. The pilot initiated a climb to 1,500 feet agl, and then flew to the north for 20 to 30 
minutes. The balloon encountered a "gentle" breeze from the east, and the pilot descended the balloon to 300 
feet agl, to find a safe landing area. The balloon encountered a breeze from the west, which directed the balloon 
towards the Balloon Fiesta Field. The pilot reported, "Suddenly, a strong gust from the east pushed [the balloon] 
west...toward the radio towers." The pilot searched for a landing area; however, several obstacles prevented an 
attempted landing. The pilot attempted to climb the balloon over the towers; however, the balloon impacted near 
the top of a 640-foot tall tower and came to rest entangled with the tower. The pilot and passengers evacuated 
the basket and climbed down the radio tower. 
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November 25, 2004   Happy Thanksgiving To All. 
By Mike Bollea       

 
I had a nice, very slow flight this morning. Just Bill 
Costen and I flew. We waited about 1 hour for some 
of the fog to burn off. It was only from Route 6 north 
up the valley. I went SW at about 3 mph and landed 
off Northwest Drive near the Plainville Middle School 
area.        

 

Mike Bollea lifting off from Ushchak’s Aerodrome on November 7.        

 

 
 
Pete’s Experience of False Lift  
By Pete Holden 
 
The concept of false lift had been thoroughly driven 
into my head by my instructor.  I thought I had a 
pretty good handle on how it functioned. 
 

If you are sitting on the ground and the wind is 
blowing across the top of the balloon and you take 
off without adding a little extra lift (heat) to 
compensate for the loss of that lift as you start to 
move with the wind you will fall back to the ground. 
 

Having had most of my training in Arizona, I was 
never instructed on the process of dragging across 
the top of a tree to slow the balloon before you land. 
The first time I saw this maneuver I was shocked to 
see an experienced pilot get his balloon down in the 
trees and watch the resulting swinging basket 
 

I soon learned that the benefit of doing this allowing 
me to drop into much smaller landing spots unlike 
the wide opened spaces of the desert 
 

On one flight the wind at 100FT had increased to 
about 15mph while the surface winds were 0.  The 
plan for this landing was to drag a treetop, slow the 
balloon down and then drop into the next available 
small landing spot. 
 

I dragged the tree just a little deep, bringing the 
balloon to a stop there in the treetop. We then 
cleared the tree and swung out into the landing spot.  
I vented a little to set up the decent then added 
some heat to cushion the landing.  At about 20ft 
above the ground, I found my decent rate too fast 
and even a double burn did little to cushion the 
landing.  It was one of those embarrassing landings 
were the skirt comes all the way down to the basket 
and then the balloon ricochets back into the air.  
“What the hell went wrong with that landing“?   
 

I tried to do an instant replay over and over in my 
mind to see how I could have screwed up a landing 
so much.  Several days later when I was talking 
about the landing with a fellow balloonist, it dawned 
on me: "FALSE LIFT!" 
 

It had never occurred to me that this could happen 
to me while flying.  When I slowed the balloon as I 
went through the trees, the wind across the top of 
the balloon was still blowing at 15mph creating lift. 
When I started my descent out of the wind, the 
balloon lost the lift and literally fell out of the sky. 

 
 

 

 

Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society - 2004 CLAS Officers 
 

President:  Daryl Smith      860-428-6769   Daryl@CTHotAir.com 
Vice President:  Penny Christy     860-857-8757   pmchristy@earthlink.net 
Secretary:  Mark Sand     860-536-7393   mdsand@snet.net 
Treasurer: Charlie Perreault  860-426-0814   bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
 

Accessories for sale:   
Basket Caddy, dark brown - $40     Drop line pouches, 1 red, 1 dark brown - $10 each.  All in 
excellent condition.   Jim Regan (860) 209-0351 
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St. Jean sur Richelieu Airport 2004 PQ, Canada 
Sunny Boy, Miss Daisy, Bumble Bees, Renard, Pico, Tweety Bird, Pink Elephant 

And Old Macdonald’s Barn preparing for an evening launch. 
Photo by Penny Christy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t miss this!!! Put this date in your schedule!! 
2nd Annual CLAS BFA Safety Seminar 

Pratt & Whitney Customer Training Center in East Hartford, CT 
1-day Saturday February 26, 2005 8AM – 6PM  

Breakfast, Lunch and mid morning and afternoon snacks  
Contact Penny Christy at 860-857-8757 

Stay Tuned!! 



 8 

 
 

Minutes of the CLAS Meeting of November 18, 2004 
 
CLAS Vice President Penny Christy called the meeting to order at 8:00 PM at the Plainville, CT Municipal 
Building.  Members in attendance were: Mark Sand, Mick Murphy, Mike Bollea, Charlie Perreault, Garry Guertin, 
Ellen Dressel, Erwin Dressel, Andy Dressel, Pat Johannesen, Matt Dutkiewicz, Al Theodore, Jack Perry, Tony 
Roswell, Terri Rollinson, Chris Mooney, and Penny Christy. 
 
Sunshine: No Report 
Treasurer’s Report: Checking Account: $3991.83, 
CDs: $5588.64. 
Competition: The next competition is scheduled for 
December 4, 2004, with a back-up date of 
December 5, in Southbury, CT.  Meet at the 
commuter lot Exit 15 on I-84 at 5:45AM and carry 
proof of insurance. 
The CLAS competition held on November 7, 2004 
was a fly-in to a displayed target.  Competitors 
launched from the Ushchak/Dressel Balloon port 
Complex in Cheshire, CT.  Results were as follows:  
First Place to Mike Bollea (3 ft), Second Place to Jim 
O’Brien (21 ft), Third Place to Erwin Dressel (90 ft) 
and Fourth Place to Penny Christy.  
Winter Dinner: The Winter Dinner will be held on 
Saturday, January 29, 2005 at the Colonial Tavern 
in Oxford, CT.  The cost should be similar to last 
year’s $30.00 per person.  The entrée choices are: 
prime rib, grilled swordfish, or chicken cordon bleu. 
Products: Cindy Smith has turned over product 
coordination to Lisa Huck.  Gary Guertin passed out 
a catalog and order form for embroidered items.  
Knit shirts, with logo, are $25.00.  Contact Gary 
separately for orders. 
BFA/FAA Liaison: Mick reported that Bob Martens 
stated that the FAA will no longer mail out the yellow 
seminar notice circulars.  You can view the seminar 
schedule at www.faasafety.gov    Subscribe to an 
email notification of upcoming seminars. 
Scoop: Penny reported good response to her call 
for future Scoop articles. 
Election: The ballots for the 2005 CLAS Officer 
Elections were sent out in the November Scoop.  
The completed ballots were counted at the meeting 
and the Officers for 2005 are:  Penny Christy, 
President; Charlie Perreault, Vice-President; Andy 
Dressel, Treasurer; Mark Sand, Secretary.  
Congratulations to the winners! 

Safety Seminar: The Annual CLAS Safety Seminar 
will be held at Pratt and Whitney on February 26, 
2005.  Beth Miller cannot make that date.  Other 
popular topics/speakers are: Richard Clark, weather 
NE Utilities, Power Line Safety. Chris suggested we 
contact Carol Tietsworth.  Kathy Wadsworth would 
be another choice.  Mick Murphy suggested Ron 
Cassidy or Paul Stumpf, for homebuilt topics. 
Already committed: Chris Mooney, Tethering and 
Lessons Learned, Jim O’Brien, Propane Safety. 
Penny will prepare the BFA application for the 
seminar to submit to Polly Lasher. Email Penny 
Christy at pmchristy@earthlink.net with how you 
want to spend 8 hours at P&W on Feb. 26, 2005! 

?  Mark suggested contacting the major 
balloon/equipment manufacturers for 
donations of their merchandise for a silent 
auction during the Safety Seminar.  The 
manufacturers get the publicity and the 
proceeds would allow CLAS to book more 
educational speakers.  Mark will contact 
potential donors. 

No Old Business 
New Business: Erwin suggested that the Education 
Coordinator be designated a Club Officer.  He stated 
that the Education Coordinator often gets drafted 
into other activities, usually as a CLAS Officer, and 
the education program suffers.  We do not have 
enough education meetings.  There are supposed to 
be six per year.  If most of the monthly meetings are 
business meetings, we can expect attendance to 
drop.  Mick stated that the By-Laws would have to 
be changed to add another Officer position.  This 
would entail announcing the proposed By-Law 
change in the Scoop and a discussion and vote at a 
future meeting in which a quorum was present.  
Erwin will take on this topic for action.

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM.  The date of the next meeting is December 16, 2004.  This meeting is the 
Annual Holiday Social. Members are reminded to bring goodies to munch on. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mark D. Sand 
CLAS Secretary 

Thanks for all your support this year and your help to make 
CLAS what it is …  
 

See you at the December Holiday Party in Plainville on Dec.16 
 

While you’re at it, bring $20 for 2005 and have 2005 handled! 
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My check ride 
By Andrew Dressel 
 
While my mom and dad are still up to their eyeballs 
in ballooning, I thought it would be fun to add a 
lighter-than air-rating to my pilots' certificate, and this 
summer was lining up to be a good time to do it. On 
top of that, our favorite examiner was encouraging 
students to schedule their check rides before the 
end of July. 
 
As many know, the weather early this summer was 
not the most cooperative. I also needed to spend 
much of the months of May and June finishing my 
class work and moving from Ithaca to Cheshire. 
Plus, my folks had a full schedule of paying 
passengers. 
 
Never the less, I thought we were doing great for me 
to have my first solo on Saturday afternoon of Forth 
of July weekend. Unfortunately, as it did on many 
afternoons this year, the breeze picked up as the 
sun approached the horizon. Although my instructor 
thought I made a nice landing, the envelope traded 
blows with a lamppost, and I definitely wanted more 
time before I signed up to make it official. Good thing 
for all those other well-qualified student pilots. 
 
I didn't get a second chance until a beautifully calm 
morning in August, when I had textbook, 90 degrees 
steerage from north to east. After taking off from our 
front yard, I landed cleanly between fairways at 
Timberland Golf Course. Time to call Santo. 
 
"Good choice, Grasshopper" is a great phrase to 
hear at the start of a check ride. I had passed up a 
possibly breezy Thursday morning flight for a 
possibly foggy Friday morning flight. The fog never 
materialized, and we were on. 

 
My instructor was busy with his own flight, so we 
called up a friend, Charlie Jennings, to help my mom 
crew. We spread out on the lawn just as soon as my 
dad took off. The setup and inflation was mostly 
uneventful. No one noticed that I bumped the blast 
valve as I reached to light the second pilot. My crew 
were in the right place at the right time, so no harm 
done. 
 
"Can you make it in there?" Santo asked as the first 
opening in the trees came into view. "Yes, but I'd 
rather not." I replied. It looked tight to me, and I 
already knew what nylon sounds like as it tears. 
 
"How about in there?" he asked at the very next 
clearing. "Yes", I said, and made it so. Once you've 
done it, I don't have to tell you how good it feels. The 
rest of the flight was filled with the regular litany of 
questions, answers, and demonstrations. Everything 
went smoothly right up through the final landing. 
 
Santo got cracking on the paperwork during the 
pack up, and, perhaps after this July, he's so 
practiced at it that he was even able to give us a 
hand stuffing the envelope back into the bag and the 
basket back into the trailer. Then, he had to bolt for 
his day job. 
 
I'd like to thank my flight instructor, my crew, and my 
examiner all for excellent jobs. To paraphrase the 
motto of many an engineer: "Last year, I couldn't 
even spell baloon pilot, and now I are one." 
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CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in, and improving the sport of 
ballooning. Pilots, crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. 
Meetings are scheduled monthly on the 3rd Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal Building at 7:30 PM. For more information, 
contact any of the officers listed in this newsletter.  
 

CLAS DUES $20 include membership privileges and newsletter. 
Extra voting family member add $5 
Newsletter Subscription Only $15 CLAS Member Pins $5 ($3 members) 
Decals $2 ($1 members)  Landowner Pins $4 ($3 members – limited quantity) 

 

NAME _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY_______________________________STATE______________ZIP___________ 
 

TELEPHONE (Home) ______________(Work)____________________(Cell)________________ 
 

E-Mail______________________________ Will accept newsletter electronically? Yes___ No___ 
       (Default will be electronically unless notified otherwise.) 
CLAS Membership Info:  

Single ($20)___ Family ($20)___ Extra Vote ($5) Name: __________ Newsletter Only ($15)____  
New _____ Renewing _____ 
Crew_____ Student Pilot _____Private Pilot_____ Commercial Pilot_____ N#_________ 

 

BFA #__________________          BFA CAAP Level ________ BFA PAAP Level ________  
FAA Wings Level Completed________ 
Pilot Certificate # __________________Type(s) of Certificate(s) _________________________ 

 

Make Checks payable to CLAS and mail to:  CLAS PO Box 53, Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
 
 

 
 
The Scoop/ CLAS 
PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 
www.lighterthanair.org        FIRST CLASS MAIL 
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