
On 19th January 1785, Richard 
Crosbie made the first successful 
manned flight in Ireland. He was 
just 30 years of age at the time 
and ascended from Ranelagh Gar-
dens in Dublin and landed safely 
near Clontarf a short time later. 
This was a remarkable achieve-
ment occurring just fourteen 
months after the Montgolfier 
flight.  Richard Crosbie was born 
at Crosbie Park, near Baltinglass 
in Co. Wicklow. From an early age 
he was mechanically minded, a 
trait he inherited from his father, 
Sir Paul Crosbie. However his fa-
ther tried to suppress his son's 
interest in mechanical experi-

ments 
lest 
they 
inter-
fere 
with 
his 
stud-
ies 
and 

often destroyed his creations 
and deprived young Richard 
of his tools. Unfortunately Sir 
Paul Crosbie died in 1773 and 
did not witness the success of 
his son's endeavours. Richard 
Crosbie was seen as a me-
chanical genius by his fellow 
students at Trinity College 
where his room looked more 
like an artisans workshop 
than a study. He had a practi-
cal knowledge of many trades 
and sciences and with his in-
ventive genius often consid-
ered the practicability of flight 
and discussed the idea with his 
friends and colleagues. 

When Crosbie read newspaper re-
ports about the early Montgolfier dis-
coveries he decided to carry out some 
experiments of his own. He wisely 
chose to use hydrogen rather than hot 
air to create lift in his balloons. This 
was a safer option and eliminated the 
risks involved in constantly stoking a 
furnace with straw, sheep's wool or 

other combustible materials 
which caused sparks that of-
ten ignited the balloon fabric.  
It was in a hydrogen balloon 
that the French physicist Pro-
fessor J.A.C. Charles achieved 
the second manned flight just 
days after the Montgolfier 
brothers confirming the suit-
ability of hydrogen as the bal-
loon stayed aloft for more than 

(Continued on page 6) 

Richard Crosbie - Ireland's First Aeronaut 

With the FAA budget issues, we have NO MONEY for mailings. 
The New England Region Flight Standards Aviation Safety Program has established an on-line service 
account for airmen residing in the New England region.  Please subscribe by going to the following link: 
https://www.faa.gov/region/ane/flightstandards/aviationsafety/subscribe.cfm. 
 

This will allow us to provide you with Flight Standards Aviation Safety Program safety seminar schedules 
within the New England region.  Please share this information with friends, students, airmen or others who 
would like to attend a safety seminar. 
 

Together We Can Make A Difference 
 

Thanks 
 

Robert Martens 
Safety Program Manager 

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society 
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CLAS Education Meeting:  February 20, 2003 

The Last Month in Review 
The winter dinner last month was a huge success thanks to 
committee chairperson Ellen Dressel and Erwin, Penny 
Christy, Kevin Brielmann and all of the members who ar-
rived early to help out and stayed late to help clean up.  
 

We passed around the committee 
sign-up sheets at the dinner and 
made a lot of progress; we even 
have some new names that we 
haven’t seen on the committee 
sheets before too. Thank you. 
However, we still have a need for 
help on many committees. If you 
would like to participate on any of 
the following committees please 
contact me: 
 

§ Products Committee 
§ Membership Committee 

(actually you are all on this 
committee) 

§ Flight Information Manual 
§ Education Committee 
§ Competition Committee 
§ Winter Dinner 
 

One of the longest lead time committee items is the 2004 
safety seminar. The thing I’ve learned about the long time 
lead things is that they come sooner then you think. In 2004 
members want to host a really big safety seminar. That 
means we need to start planning and working on it now. We 
will need the skills of many members to make this a reality. 
If you would like to help out on the 2004 CLAS BFA Safety 
Seminar contact Penny Christy or I via e-mail or phone as 
soon as possible. We are looking to put together a committee 
meeting soon, like mid to end of February. If you are unable 

help out on the committee please do send us your ideas or 
suggestions, because that is what we need the most help with 
right now. 
 

I asked all members at the winter dinner to make it a goal 
this year to ask one person to join CLAS. Before leaving the 
restaurant after the dinner I walked around the room and was 
pleased to see that no one had left the membership applica-
tions I handed out on the tables. That means that everyone 

who was at the dinner now has the 
tools to get one new member. 
Please make it your goal to bring 
in one new member this year.  If 
you find a likely candidate invite 
them to a CLAS education meet-
ing to meet everyone. AND, when 
you see a new face at the meeting 
go over and introduce yourself. 
People will join CLAS only if 
they feel welcome in our group. 
CLAS membership applications 
are available on the CLAS web 
site and on the back of each Scoop 
Newsletter. 
 

I have put out some club news on 
e-mail, and will continue to do so as news brakes and to use 
as a reminder for up coming events. I know some members 
do not have e-mail but this it is a quick way of getting infor-
mation out in between newsletters. I am relying on the rumor 
mill to spread important news to members who are not on e-
mail, so if you know a member who doesn’t have e-mail 
spread the news.  
 

If you do not have e-mail and would like help getting set up 
on it please contact me. We have many members who are 
very rehearsed in using e-mail and have volunteered to help 
members get set up on it. If you have not given us your e-
mail address, or need to up date it, please send it to one of 
the following CLAS officers; 

January in Review  
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Meeting called to order at 7:40 p.m.  Members present:  Mike Bollea, Daryl Smith, Cindy Smith, Dave Lasher, Polly 
Lasher, Erwin Dressel, Ellen Dressel, Frank Bart, Charlie Perreault, Jack Perry, Mick Murphy, Tom Murphy,  
Santo Galatioto, Lisa Huck, Bill Costen, Jim O’Brien, Tony Roswell, Terri Rollinson. 
 

Speaker – Julian Nott 
Our meeting this evening consisted of a fascinating slide show and talk 
by British native and soon-to-be U.S.-citizen Julian Nott.  Over the 
course of almost 2 hours, Julian presented a clear, witty and interesting 
account of various of his pioneering exploits in ballooning, including 
smoke ballooning over the Nazca plain in Peru, flying a hot air balloon to 
more than 55,000 feet, and the design, engineering and testing of a new 
approach to long-duration gas ballooning. 
Our thanks to Julian for a very worthwhile and educational evening, and 
to Mick Murphy who was instrumental in securing Julian’s services.   
Respectfully submitted, Jim O’Brien, Secretary. 
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        CLAS 2003 Flight Plan of Events                           Last updates: February 3, 2003 

Here is a long-range plan of club events, meetings, activities and club socials planed for the next 12 months. Watch 
this planning calendar for more additions, or changes, each month. It will also be updated on the CLAS web site once 
a month after the fly-out.  If you have something CLAS related for the calendar please submit it to Daryl Smith. 
 

February 2003 
§ 20th Speaker/Education meeting - Julian Nott (meeting location may change from our normal meeting location. Watch 

you e-mail or contact a club officer to confirm meeting location) 
§ No Club Fly-out scheduled. Recommend members look for Long Jump weather opportunities. 
 

March 2003 
§ 20th Business meeting – Plainville Municipal Building 
§ 22nd or 23rd Club Fly-out. Meeting time and location to be determined.  
 

April 2003 
§ 17th Speaker/Education Meeting - Ruth Lind, BFA Secretary and Northeast Regional BFA Director  – At the Plainville 

Municipal Building 
§ 26th or 27th Club Fly-out. Meeting time and location to be determined.  
 

May 2003 
§ 15th Business meeting – Plainville Municipal Building 
§ 10th – 11th FAA Safety Fest and CLAS BFA Seminar 
 

June 2003 
§ 19th Speaker/Education meeting Harvey Hubbell (To be confirmed) 
§ 21st or 22nd Club Fly-out in Coventry/Marlbourgh area followed by a Breakfast at Daryl & Cindy Smith’s house.  
 

July 2003 
§ 17th Business meeting – Plainville Municipal Building 
§ 26th or 27th Club Fly-out at Ushchak Aerodrome in Cheshire Meet at 5:00 AM 
 

August 2003 
§ 21st Speaker /Education meeting - Speaker and location to be determined. 
§ 23rd or 24th Club Fly-out at Plainville Balloon Festival 

 
September 2003 
§ 18th Business meeting – Plainville Municipal Building 
§ 20th Saturday, BFA Long Jump Education Program – more details to follow 
§ Club Fly-out, date to be determined 
 

October 2003 
§ 16th Speaker /Education meeting - Speaker and location to be determined. 
§ Club Fly-out, date to be determined 
 

November 2003 
§ 20th Business meeting – Plainville Municipal Building 
§ Club Fly-out, date to be determined 
 

December 2003 
§ 18th Christmas Social – Plainville Municipal Building 
§ Club Fly-out, date to be determined 
 

January 2004 
§ “Frozen Buns” Club Fly-out, date to be determined 
§ Winter Dinner - Watch for details about date and location 
 

Call any of the club officers to confirm details about events on this planning calendar. 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

Daryl Smith – President, 
DarylSmith@mindspring.com 
Charlie Perreault – Treasurer, 
bythefireplace@earthlink.net 
 
 

Now if we could just get some 
flying weather. 
 

Daryl Smith 



March 9, 2003   

Re: Club Members open invitation and Changes for  2003 
Greetings,  

With the retirement of Tony Languell at the end of 2002, Adven-
ture Balloon, Inc. has taken over the organization and operation of 
the Northwest Connecticut Balloon Festival to be held June 27-
29th 2003 at the Goshen CT Fairgrounds.  Last year we were in charge of all balloon operations at 
the festival.  We believe we know what works and what may cause problems, but that doesn’t 
mean we are not open to suggestions from pilots and crew. 2003 will be a transition year for us 
and rooms are going to be very limited and will be offered to last year’s participants first.  It is 
our goal to continue the growth and popularity of the event.  Club members that did not attend 
last year are invited to request an application and apply as an unofficial (no room) pilot and fly 
out, especially on the Saturday and Sunday afternoon launches when we may have excess pay-
ing passengers for you. If you did not attend last year and have not already received an invite 
and if you live over 20 miles away and would like to get on the wait list for a room please con-
tact us ASAP. 

We are looking into a non-owned balloon insurance policy for the event so you will not 
have to provide an additional insured endorsement. 
The festival’s core goals will remain intact, providing the community with family fun, 
high adventure, great food, interesting goods and services and a fund raising venue for many non-profit organizations. 
I share Adventure Balloon’s corporate philosophy, which is based upon creating win/win situations in all dealings.  We look for-
ward to welcoming back past participants and meeting new friends.  Please feel free to contact me personally, at any time, if you 
have questions or concerns regarding the festival. 
Sincerely, 
 

Frank Bart 
Balloonmeister, Festival Director  
Festival Ph.  860-582-1004 
ABI Ph.  860-584-1300 
Fax  860-584-1300 
Email: festival@adventureballoon.com 

Schedule of  Events 
• 3-20-03 — CLAS Business Meeting 

• 3-22-03 —  CLAS Fly-Out meeting time 
6:00 am at the commuter parking lot on 
RT.10. Off exit 3 1-691. 

• 4-27-03 — Competition TBA 

• 5-17-03— Safety Fest 2003 

• 5-24-03 — Competition TBA do to can-
cellation of Balloons over Bristol 

• 6-21-03 — Competition will be in Willi-
mantic or Marlbourgh location to pub-
lished later. 

• 7-26-03 — Competition at the Uschak 
Aerodrome. 

• 8-23-03 — Competition will be at Plain-
ville Balloon Festival. 
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Something new this year:  
Ballooning Adventures Repair Station operator, Ed Lappies, 
has offered to perform annual inspections and minor repairs 
on the festival grounds during this years Northwest Connecti-
cut Balloon Festival. It is hoped that in addition to providing a 
service to attending pilots the inspections will entertain and 
educate festival goers. Please call Ed beforehand to sched-
ule your work at 603-478-5666. 
 

The Northwest Connecticut Balloon Festival 
will pay a 10% commission or finders fee to 
any CLAS member that recruits festival spon-
sors and commercials for the festival at the 
following rates:  
$250.00 Balloon team sponsorships  
$300.00 Commercial vendor booth space  
$500.00 Corporate or envelope banner bal-
loons  
Corporate special shapes attend free.  
Please write to festival@adventureballoon.
com for details.  
The Festival will provide free booth space to 
the club to sell club merchandise and present 
an educational display or Balloon Explorium. 
 

CLAS Merchandise Sale 
 
CLAS Club Pins 5 for  $20.00           Landowner Pins 15 for $15.00    CLAS Mugs 6 for $25.00     CLAS De cals 5 for $1.00 

CLAS Short and Long Sleeve T-Shirts buy one get the second one at 1/2 price. 
 

Contact Cindy Smith for more details 860-742-3681 or e-mail her at cindyjayne@mindspring.com 



Biography – Dick Rutan 
 
Voyager Aircraft’s non-stop and unre-
fueled flight around the world in De-
cember of 1986 placed Mojave 
proudly on the map and placed Dick 
Rutan in the history books. 
 
In July of 2002, Dick Rutan once again 
became a part of history.  He was in-
ducted into the National Aviation Hall 
of Fame in Dayton, Ohio.  This pres-
tigious enshrinement honored 
Dick and three other Americans  
“whose heroism helped define 
20th Century America.” 
 
And he may very well soar into 
the world record books again.  In 
2001, Dick Rutan became the 
chief test pilot for XCOR and has 
been flying the first-ever rocket 
powered experimental Long EZ 
(pronounced Long Easy).  In 
time, Rutan plans to set some 
new world records with the EZ-
Rocket.   
 
In May of 2000, Dick Rutan was 
a last minute addition to a sight-
seeing airplane trek to the North 
Pole.  The biplane, a Russian 
AN-2 Antonov, landed beauti-
fully on the glass-like ice, but 
within seconds, the joyride was headed 
for disaster.  Unseasonably thin, the 
ice quickly began to stress and crack 
under the weight of the plane.  A quick 
power-up to ‘go-around’ and locate a 
thicker spot on the ice resulted in the 
aircraft suddenly dipping nose first 
through the ice, sinking toward the 
freezing ocean, and certain death.  The 
wings of the AN-2 suspended the air-
craft so the crew could retrieve their 
survival equipment that was packed in 
the rear of the sinking plane.  For more 
than a dozen hours, the crew was 
stranded at the top of the world.  In the 
distance, they heard a faint engine and 
soon would see the Twin Otter from 
First Air that would rescue them and 
return them to their families. 
 

Dick obtained his balloon pilot’s li-
cense in 1995 (Commercial free air 
balloon; helium and hot air).  In 1998, 
Dick Rutan attempted to make the 
first ever flight around the world in a 
balloon in the Global Hilton.  That 
attempt ended three hours after take-
off.  The balloon’s helium cell rup-
tured (due to a manufacturer’s defect) 
while the team floated at 30,000 feet.  
When the crew was at a safer 6,000 
foot altitude, the crew dramatically 
bailed from the crippled craft.  The 
capsule landed unmanned in Texas 
and burst into flames. 
 

Within 
min-
utes of 
landing 

on terra firma, Dick pledged to try 
again, and built a second capsule 
called World Quest.  This, with a new 
constrained volume helium lifting 
system (super pressure style) held 
promise Dick would indeed succeed 
in balloon world flight.  The World 
Quest Project ceased when a rival 
team captured the milestone in March 
of 1999. 
 
From April 4th to June 24th of 1997, 
Dick completed The Spirit of EAA 
Friendship World Tour, along with 
flight lead, Mike Melvill.  This 
“Around The World In 80 Nights” 
flight was completed in two small 
experimental Long-EZ aircraft that 
Dick and Mike built side by side al-

most twenty years ago. 
 
Since Voyager’s world flight, Dick has been 
traveling the world on the lecture circuit, telling 
his tale of the magnificent Voyager project and 
flight and of the North Pole adventure.  The Voy-
ager story is one of tremendous courage, of vi-
sion, and of adventure and is often referred to as 
‘aviation’s last first.’ 
 
Dick received both his solo pilot’s license and 
driver’s license on his sixteenth birthday.  At the 
age of nineteen, Dick joined the Air Force Avia-
tion Cadet Program, was commission Lieutenant 
and later received a Bachelor of Science Degree 
at the American Technological University 

through the Air Force Professional 
Education “Boot Strap” Program. 
 
As a Tactical Air Command 
fighter pilot during most of his 
two decades in the Air Force, 
Rutan few 325 combat mis-
sions in Vietnam, 105 of them 
as a member of a high-risk 
classified operation commonly 
known as the MISTY’s.”  
While on his last strike recon-

naissance mission over North 
Vietnam in September of 1968, he 

was hit by enemy ground fire, and 
forced to eject from his burning F-

100.  Dick evaded enemy capture and 
was later rescued by the Air Force’s “Jolly 

Green Giant” helicopter team.  Before retiring 
from the Air Force in 1978, Lt. Col. Rutan had 
been awarded the Silver Star, five Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, 16 Air Medals and the Purple 
Heart. 
 
After retirement, Dick joined his brother, Burt, as 
Production Manager and Chief Test Pilot for Ru-
tan Aircraft Factory.  Dick Rutan flew the test 
flight development program of many military 
and civilian experimental aircraft and set numer-
ous world speed and distance records in his 
Long-EZ, a popular Rutan designed home-built 
airplane.  Dick was awarded the Louis Bleriot 
Medal by the prestigious Federation Aeronau-
tique Internationale during a ceremony in Brus-
sels, Belgium in recognition of these record-
setting flights. 
 
In early 1981, Dick Rutan resigned from his 
brother’s company and founded Voyager Air-
craft, Inc., and prepared to complete the first-
ever around the world, non-stop, non-refueled 
flight.  On the morning of December 14, 1986, a 

Dick Rutan  
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(Continued from page 1) 

2½ hours and travelled a distance of 27 miles.  Cros-
bie's intention was to cross the Irish sea and become 
the first aeronaut to make a sea crossing. This would 
have been possible with a hydrogen balloon which 
had greater lifting capacity and was capable of mak-
ing a much longer flight than a hot air balloon of the 
same size. Crosbie also invented what he called an 
Aeronautic Chariot to carry his equipment, scientific 
instruments and ballast which he exhibited to the 
public at a moderate price in order to raise much 
needed funds to complete his project.         To 
raise additional money and to prove the 
practicability of his voyage he floated a 
balloon 12 feet in 
diameter successively 
for several days at Ranelagh Gar-
dens, each day sending up some 
animal or another, and even-
tually launched the bal-
loon with a tame cat on 
board. The balloon trav-
elled north west and was 
seen passing over the coast of 
Scotland that same day. The following 
day, with a change in the wind direction, it 
was seen descending near the Isle of Man 
and fortunately for the experiment was 
recovered by a passing ship.    Crosbie 
continued with preparations for his 
great aerial voyage and according to 
newspaper reports at the time he had 
plenty to occupy his mind. With huge 
crowds expected to witness the historic 
event, a traffic plan was announced.     
Although in 1785 Ranelagh was vir-
tually in the countryside, the la-
dies and gentlemen attending the event were re-
quested to park their carriages in an orderly manner 
at the rear of Ranelagh House and avoid blocking the 
drive. Carriages were not permitted to stand on the 
road between Northumberland Street and Cold Blow 
Lane and their drivers were advised to carry on to-
wards Milltown.   It was also discovered that forged 
tickets and passes were in circulation. This caused 
great inconvenience and resulted in genuine tickets 
being recalled and replaced with new tickets. With all 
the stress and fatigue of the project, Crosbie suffered 
a severe bilious complaint and his colleagues who 
were regulating all matters relating to his aerial excur-
sion prevailed on him to defer his voyage.       Bad 
weather prevented an attempt on the 4th January and 
Richard Crosbie eventually succeeded in making his 
historic flight on 19th January 1785. On the morning 
of the flight he intended to treat his friends to break-
fast at Ranelagh House but the owner, Mr. Hollister 
informed him that it would be utterly impractical be-

cause his house had been unoccupied for a long pe-
riod and that he was not prepared for such entertain-
ment.        Crosbie initially intended to ascend at 10.00 
am but for the benefit of students at Trinity College 
who were sitting exams that morning the time was 
put back until 11.00 am.    It was such a novel event 
that huge crowds gathered to witness the launch. At 
2.30 in the afternoon, the flamboyant Richard Crosbie 
stepped into his Aeronautical Chariot. He was a real 

showman and was dressed in a long robe of 
oiled silk which was lined with white fur 

and he wore a waistcoat and breeches of 
white quilted satin, Morocco boots and 

a Mantero cap of leopard skin. The 
balloon now standing fully inflated 

and anchored to the ground be-
tween two tall poles was 
beautifully embellished with 
paintings of Minerva, the Ro-

man goddess of wisdom, and 
Mercury, the messenger of the 
Gods, carrying the Arms of Ireland. 
At seventeen minutes to three he 
ordered the ropes to be cut and he 
ascended majestically into the 
Dublin sky.    Mr. Crosbie's experi-
ment yesterday proves his genius 
as great as his intrepidity; a trial 
was made in between 8 and 9 
o'clock in the morning with filings 
of iron to fill the balloon, but from 
its bad quality and consequent 
slowness of solution, was the 
cause of considerable delay; from 
the time Mr. Crosbie ordered to 

charge with zinc, the process went on with 
desired success, and about half past two 
o'clock he took his aerial flight, amidst the 

concourse of at least 20,000 spectators - idea cannot 
form anything more aweful and magnificent than his 
rise; he ascended almost perpendicular and when at 
a great height seemed stationary, he was but three 
and a half minutes in view when he was obscured by 
a cloud. It was agreed upon by his particular friends 
as the wind was to the SE and being late in the day 
that when he cleared the city he should descend as 
soon as possible, accordingly, by means of his valve 
he let himself down near Clontarf, and fulfilled every 
engagement and expectation that the public, his 
friends, and those who have the honour of his ac-
quaintance, always formed of him.     No man ever un-
dertook such a perilous voyage with so much cheer-
fulness, and we are doubly happy that no accident 
has happened this enterprising youth, nor can we 
doubt a moment of his original plan to cross the 
Channel succeeding and thereby prove to the World 
that Ireland in scientific knowledge is not inferior to 
any part of it. 
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BFA Crew Achievement Award Program 
The BFA Crew Achievement Award Program is a Balloon Federation of America program. It was designed to recognize the of-
ten-unsung heroes of our sport - the dedicated crew. To increase the recognition and importance of our crew members by involv-
ing them in a crew specific program that will make them more knowledgeable, more enthused about ballooning, and to make a 
tangible contribution to safer hot air  balloon flights.  
 
Crewmembers work directly with pilots to achieve the various levels in the CAAP program - reviewing the basics and tackling 
new challenges. Crewmembers are encouraged to keep a logbook record of their experiences. Not only is this helpful for verifica-
tion of experience, but a logbook is also a tangible record of many fond ballooning memories. CLAS club member Mick Murphy 
has been named as our club’s BFA Crew Achievement Awards Designee for all levels of the CAAP program. After completing 
all of the requirements for a CAAP level award, Mick will check your paperwork over for completeness and verify all of your 
accomplishments.  
 
The 4 levels of Crew achievement are: 
§ Level I – Crew member 
§ Level II – Senior Crew member 
§ Level III – Crew Chief 
§ Level IV – Master Crew Chief 
 
Requirements for each level, as well as an awards application, is available in a printable format on the BFA web site at www.
BFA.Org under the link “Awards Programs”. A small application fee is charged by the BFA to process the paperwork. 
 

The Annual BFA roster will include the names of CAAP level participants. This will give pilots, who fly in different parts or the 
country, a roster of crew people they can call in the local area with a known level of training and experience for help.  
 
I would like to put out the challenge to all pilots to encourage all their crew people to participate in this program. And, I w ould 
also like to challenge all crew people to participate too. The only thing you need to get started is a logbook and have the pilot you 
are crewing for sign off your accomplishments after each flight. Many crew people may have already accomplished the t asks for 
a CAAP award and don’t even know it. The BFA has crew log books available for sale on the BFA web site or contact me for a 
home made version that is also acceptable.  
 

If you have any questions about this program, feel free to call me, Mick Murphy or the BFA. Reminder that the club also has two 
award designees for the BFA Pilot Achievement Award Program, both Mick Murphy and Santo Galatioto 
who are able to review your paperwork for completeness and verify all of your accomplishments for 
all CLAS pilots who participate in this program as well.  Lets all take a part and get involved! 
 
Daryl Smith 
 

(Continued from page 5) 

fuel laden Voyager took off on the history making 
flight.  Nine days, three minutes and forty four sec-
onds later, Dick set the storm-battered Voyager 
down on the dry lakebed at Edwards Air Force Base 
in California, successfully completing the six-year 
quest.  The Voyager is now proudly suspended in the 
Smithsonian Air and Space Museum’s “Milestones 
of Flight” gallery in our nation’s capitol. 
 

Four days following the historic flight of the Voy-
ager, President Ronald Reagan awarded Dick the 
Presidential Citizen’s Medal of Honor at a special 
ceremony.  The medal has been presented only six-

teen times in the history of the 
United States. 
 

Dick now resides in Lancas-
ter, California, with his wife, 
Kris, who is a kindergarten 
teacher.  She has two daugh-
ters, Shannon and Kelly.  Dick 
also has two daughters, Holly 
and Jill, five granddaughters, 
Noelle, Haley, Jordan, Jaycee 
and Natasha, and two grand-
sons, Jack and Gage. 
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PO Box 53 
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 

 

Phone: 860-567-3448 
Email: Blarney007@aol.com  

CHECK  C L AS OUT  ON  THE  WEB  
AT  WWW .L IGHTERTHANAIR .ORG  

The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society 

 
ARE YOU READY FOR SAFETY FEST / 

MAINTENANCE FEST 2003 
“Charting the Next Century of Flight” 

 
Pratt & Whitney’s Customer Training Center 

and Hangers, East Hartford, CT 
SATURDAY 

MAY 17, 2003—8:30am—3:30 pm 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

Speakers..Workshops..Aviation Vendors 
Featuring Aviation Hall of Famer Dick Rutan 

AOPA’s “Ups and Downs of Takeoffs and 
Landings” 

Maintenance Training good for IA Renewal 
EAA “Hands On” Learn A Skill Area 

CLAS BFA breakout workshops 
Static Display Aircraft, and more featuring 
Goldie and Guss tethered hot air balloon! 

 
Don’t miss Safety Fest 2003 and WHY 

TAKE A FRIEND WITH YOU! 
 

                   Possible Closing of 40 Flight Service Stations 
 

The proposed closing or privatizing of the FSS is being considered under the 
Office of Budget and Management Circular A-76. Under the circular, the FAA 
has engaged an outside consultant. The A76 process is designed strictly to 
reduce costs (usually by 30% or more) and does not evaluate the effect on 
customer service, safety, or security. Pilots use the FSS's for those specific 
reasons: Customers Service, Safety, and Security of flight operations!!! 
 

The FAA currently operates 61 FSSs in the US. Previously, the FAA had 315 
FSSs around the country, but reduced that number to 61 - they now want to 
reduce it to 21!! The proposal could lead to the combination and eventual clo-
sure of 40 FSSs. The cities with Flight Service Stations that could possibly be 
closed include: 
 

Huron SD, Grand Forks ND, Columbus NE, Fort Dodge IA, Great Falls MT, 
Casper WY, Boise ID, McMinnville OR, Reno NV, Prescott AZ, Wichita KS, 
McAlester OK, Jonesboro AR, DeRidder LA, Greenwood MS, Anniston AL, 
Green Bay WI, Lansing MI, Elkins WV, Raleigh Durham NC, Anderson SC, 
Williamsport PA, Altoona PA, Millville NJ, Bangor ME, Dayton OH, Rancho 
Murieta CA,  Riverside CA, San Diego CA, San Angelo TX, Saint Louis MO, 
Buffalo NY, Nashville TN, Saint Petersburg FL, Burlington VT and Louisville 
KY. 
 

We need every general aviation pilot and aviation enthusiast to write their Con-
gressional and State representatives and demand that the FAA realize that the 
consolidation or privatization of the Flight Service Stations is WRONG. 
 

The South Dakota Pilots Association has sent the following letter to Senator 
Tom Daschle, Senator Tim Johnson, Representative William Janklow, Gover-
nor Michael Rounds, SD Department of Transportation, with copies to AOPA, 
EAA, Huron FSS, SD EAA chapters, and other aviation clubs. 
 
If you think this is a bad thing, please contact your representatives too! 
 
Gary S. Palmer, Yankton, SD, USA  


