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                  Balloon goes up for first British space flight  
                                                           Stuart Millar, technology correspondent 
                                                                                  Friday November 9, 2001 
                                                                                          The Guardian  
It is being billed as Britain's first manned space flight and the first great adventure of the 21st century. Suspended beneath 
a balloon seven times the height of Nelson's column, two Britons will attempt to fly to the edge of space and break the 40-
year-old world altitude record.   Veteran balloonists Colin Prescot and Andy Elson, who failed to achieve the first circum-
navigation of the globe after being denied permission to fly over Chinese airspace, plan to take the biggest manned balloon 
in history 25 miles into the stratosphere and back.  
They will be dressed in Russian made spacesuits. Sitting on an open platform, they will beam back live pictures of their at-
tempt to reach 132,000ft - four times the altitude of commer-
cial airliners - against the backdrop of the curvature of the 
Earth.  
The mission, scheduled to take off from a UK site between 
July and September next year, will resurrect one of the 
most fiercely fought con- tests in aviation history: to fly the 
highest. Between the 1920s and the 1960s the US and the 
Soviet Union battled it out to set altitude records in the 
manned balloon flights that were used to explore the lower 
limits of space before rocket-propelled missions took 
over.  
Malcolm Ross and Vic Parther, two US navy officers, in 
their Strato-Lab set the re- cord of 113,740ft in 1961 5 bal-
loon from an aircraft carrier in the Gulf of Mexico. Soviet at-
tempts to beat the record ended when Peter Dolgov died 
during a parachute descent from 94,000ft.   "We have always 
considered this the ultimate test of our skills," Mr. Prescot, 51, 
a father of three from Stock- bridge, Hampshire, said yester-
day. "It's an adventure, but it is also goes back to one of the 
most important eras in bal- looning."  
The helium balloon - named QinetiQ 1 after the sponsor, the 
recently privatized arm of the defense evaluation and re-
search agency and the big- gest space research organization 
in Europe - was designed by Mr. Elson, an aeronautical engi-
neer from Wells, Somerset.  Made from polyethylene, QinetiQ 
1 will be as high as the Em- pire State building at launch and 
400 times the size of normal hot air balloons, but will weigh 
less than three tones. The pilots have decided against trav-
eling in a pressurized cap- sule, and will sit on an open flight 
deck for the journey of be- tween eight and 12 hours. "It is 
lighter, it is easier to get off if things go wrong, and there is 
also the pure theater of it," Mr. Prescot said.  
The temperature will be minus 100F, the pressure 150 times lower 
than at sea level and less than 1% of the earth's atmosphere remains. From their vantagepoint they will have a view of 
650,000 square miles of the Earth's surface.  
There is a serious side to the mission. Since the end of the US and Soviet missions that level of the stratosphere has been 
largely unexplored, so the pilots will be gathering scientific data. The most important task is filling in the gaps about cosmic 
radiation levels using a device, which has taken readings on Concorde and the space shuttle.   To obtain the ultimate shot 
of the pilots suspended below the balloon the scientists at QinetiQ have developed a solar powered flying wing attached to 
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Dear balloon-makers: 
I talked to Brian and Louise on Wednesday. I was glad to hear that the cancellation 
of the experimental balloon meet for 2002 was not caused by any health problems. 
Brian and Louise are doing well. 
 
In summary, the event simply got too large and out of hand in the last few years. 
Some of the guests, both balloonists and spectators, abused the Bolands' generous 
hospitality. The cleanup and reparation efforts became too large to bear. Many of us 
(including myself) are guilty on various levels. But I think it is the sum total of inci-
dents that lead to this. 
 
From what I understand, Brian and Louise have definitely cancelled the event com-
pletely for 2002 and _may_ consider something on a smaller scale in the future. I 
can understand their frustration and support their ultimate decision. 
 
Experimental ballooning has gained much momentum in recent years, in no small 
part thanks to Brian's continued hard work. Let's _be_ (not just try) more consider-
ate in the future, regardless of where we gather next! 
 
Roland  



...it's an Army blimp 
 
Published on Sep 6, 2001  
 
Thailand finally has the know-how to build an inexpensive air-
ship, similar to the Goodyear blimp, thanks to the initiative of 
a professor of engineering at Kasetsart University. 
 
The invention, dubbed the Apakorn Airship, is eight meters 
long and three meters high, travels at 18 kilometers per hour, 
and has the potential to fly as high as 15,000 feet. All this 
comes for the measly price of Bt300,000, about five times 
less than its counterparts developed in South Korea and Tai-
wan. 
 
It was hardly strange then that at a press conference to unveil 
the craft, inventor Pongwit Siriphote managed to draw the at-
tention of both a farmer and a tourism entrepreneur. The pro-
fessor, however, feels that his ship's initial use should be for 
military surveillance.  
 
"We could save a lot of money on surveillance and personnel 
by using this airship," Pongwit said.  
 
Kasetsart University's Faculty of Engineering is already in 
talks with the Royal Thai Army about further production of the 
airships for surveillance purposes.  
 
Since the airship can only accommodate 75 kilograms of 
weight, bulkier people who want to ride in it will have to wait. 
"If we were to have people ride in it, we'd have to make sure 
that the material of the airship doesn't leak helium too fast," 
Pongwit said. 
 
According to the jovial engineering professor, the material 
was still not widely available. 
 
The ship's inability to transport people might seem disappoint-
ing, but Pongwit points out that there are several other uses 
for it, especially as the airship is completely maneuverable by 
high-powered radio control. The ship can stay airborne for 
about three hours in succession, before it needs more helium 
pumped in. An eight-hour flight, according to Pongwit, costs 
about Bt20,000 in gas and Bt10,000 in helium. 
 
Natee Vichitsorasatra 
 
THE NATION  

E ver wonder exactly how the National Weather Ser-
vices' Doppler radar really works? Here is an inter-
esting story I just found from our local forecast of-

fice....... 
 
Components of the NWS 88D Doppler Radar 
By Chris Miller, NWS Lincoln, IL 
Lead Forecaster/Doppler Radar Program Leader 
 
When I teach radar interpretation classes for emergency 
managers or storm spotters, I always start out by describing 

the various components that comprise what we call the 
"Doppler Radar". I believe it is important to know what is 
involved in creating the radar product you are viewing so 
you can understand the strengths and limitations of each 
image, and that you know how to properly interpret them. 
In this article I will discuss the two main parts of the radar 
that work together to create the products you see as an 
image on the Internet or TV. 
 
The Radar Data Acquisition unit (RDA) is the origination 
point of the radar data. The RDA is made up of four pri-
mary components - the transmitter, antenna, receiver, and 
signal processor.  The transmitter generates and transmits 
a very stable, 10-centimeter wavelength, radio frequency 
signal with 750,000 watts of peak power. In comparison, 
the average microwave oven has an output of roughly 
1,000 watts of power! The transmitter sends the pulse to 
the antenna, which broadcasts the signal into the atmos-
phere. The antenna measures 28 feet in diameter, and is 
located under the protective shell that resembles a soccer 
ball. 
 
The ranges of angles employed by the antenna are se-
lected from four predetermined Volume Coverage Patterns 
(VCP). Two are in precipitation mode (when there are pre-
cipitation targets on the radar), and two are in clear air 
mode (when the radar is only detecting very light precipita-
tion, dust or other very small targets). VCP 11, in precipita-
tion mode, scans 14 elevation angles from 0.5 to 19.5 de-
grees in 5 minutes. This is used to analyze strong or se-
vere thunderstorms. VCP 21, in precipitation mode, scans 
9 elevation angles in 6 minutes. This VCP is used during 
normal, non-severe precipitation events. VCPs 31 and 32, 
in clear air mode, scan 5 elevation angles in 10 
minutes. It takes these VCPs longer because the radar is 
"listening" for very faint returns from very small objects. 
The difference between VCPs 31 and 32 is in the pulse 
length of the signal.  Speaking of "listening", for each hour 
that the antenna is in operation, it spends a total time of 
approximately 7 seconds transmitting radar signals, while 
the remaining 59 minutes 53 seconds are spent listening! 
Talk about an effective listener... 
 
Since the amount of returning energy that reflects off of 
the various particles, raindrops, etc... is very small in com-
parison to what was originally emitted, the signal must be 
amplified by the receiver. The receiver then sends the data 
in an analog state to the signal processor. The signal proc-
essor accomplishes three important functions: clutter sup-
pression (ground targets or other targets aloft with little or 
no movement are removed), conversion of analog 
data to digital data, and range unfolding of Doppler veloc-
ity data (simply put, it determines the proper velocity 
information at the various distances from the radar when 
there are many precipitation targets). 
The RDA now sends the digital information of three base 
data via a wideband communications line to the Radar 
Product Generator (RPG). The base data sent to the RPG 
are Reflectivity (the location of precipitation and other tar-
gets, which is most commonly viewed on the 
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NTSB Identification: NYC01LA224 
Accident occurred Monday, September 10, 2001 at Washington, CT 

Aircraft:Yakovlev YAK-52, registration: N1189N 
Injuries: 1 Fatal. 

This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will 
be corrected when the final report has been completed. 

 
On September 10, 2001, at 2023 eastern daylight time, an experimental Yakovlev YAK-52, N1189N, 
was destroyed when it collided with terrain near Washington, Connecticut. The certificated commercial 
pilot was fatally injured. Instrument meteorological conditions (IMC) prevailed for the cross-country 
flight that originated from the Wurtsboro Sullivan County Airport (N82), Wurtsboro, New York, destined 
for the Providence, Rhode Island, area. No flight plan was filed, and the flight was conducted under 14 
CFR Part 91. 
According to a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) inspector, the pilot purchased the airplane a cou-
ple of days before the accident from an individual in Arlington, Washington, and was in the process of 
flying it to Providence. The accident occurred during the last leg of the cross-country flight. The airplane 
was equipped for IMC flight, but the previous owner warned the pilot not to fly in IMC or night VFR 
because the layout of the flight instrument panel was different from the airplanes the pilot normally flew. 
 

Examination of the wreckage by the FAA inspector revealed that the airplane was fragmented, and that 
the majority of its structure was destroyed in a post crash fire. Flight control continuity could not be con-
firmed because of impact and fire damage. The flight instruments and system instruments were also de-
stroyed in the post crash fire. The engine displayed severe impact and fire damage. 
The propeller was comprised of two blades. Each blade was constructed of wood with a metal strip on 
the leading edge. The No. 1 blade was destroyed. The No.2 blade had separated from the hub, and was 
located in the impact crater. Examination of the blade revealed an impact mark in the metal strip on the 
leading edge. The mark was 4 to 6 inches from the tip of the blade, and had a radius of approximately 2 
1/2 inches. 
A weather observation taken 30 minutes after the accident at an airport approximately 22 miles to the 
northeast of the accident site, recorded the wind as calm, visibility 3 miles in rain and mist, overcast 
clouds at 6,500 feet, temperature 72 degrees Fahrenheit, dew point 70 degrees Fahrenheit, and an altime-
ter setting of 30.07 Hg. 
 
Examination of a weather radar image captured 23 minutes before the accident revealed an area of strong 
radar returns consistent with heavy precipitation in the vicinity of the accident site. 
A witness along with her husband reported hearing the sound of an engine operating at high RPM, and 
then a "loud bang" that vibrated through their house. About 15 to 30 minutes after hearing the bang, the 
witness started to smell the odor of something burning. She did not go out to investigate the source of the 
bang or odor until the next morning because it was rainy, foggy, and "extremely" dark when the accident 
took place. The next day the witness went out on horseback, and identified the wreckage. She then called 
the state police. 

NTSB Identification: DEN01LA158 
Accident occurred Saturday, September 01, 2001 at Colo. Springs, CO 

Aircraft:Balloon Works 8B-15, registration: N2575P 
Injuries: 1 Serious, 1 Uninjured. 

This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected when the final re-
port has been completed. 

 
On September 1, 2001, approximately 0815 mountain daylight time, a Balloon Works Firefly 8B-15, N2575P, 
sustained minor damage when it impacted terrain during a high wind landing near Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
The private pilot was not injured, but his passenger received a serious injury. Visual meteorological conditions 
prevailed, and no flight plan had been filed for the personal flight being conducted under Title 14 CFR Part 91. 
The flight originated in Colorado Springs approximately 0745. 
 
According to the pilot, he and his passenger were participating in the Colorado Springs Balloon Classic. After 
taking off, the wind velocity increased to about 15 mph and the pilot decided to land. He chose a field in which 
two balloons had already landed. He briefed his passenger on the position to assume for a high wind landing. As 
the balloon touched down, a thermal caused it to ascend to about 30 to 40 feet. It touched down a second time 
and the pilot vented the envelope. After emerging from the basket, the passenger complained of a sore ankle. X-
rays taken later indicated the ankle was fractured. 

Accident Database & Synopses  

NOVEMBER   DECEMBER  
SUNRISE SUNSET  SUNRISE SUNSET 

6:24 4:48 1 6:59 4:24 
6:25 4:47 2 7:00 4:23 
6:26 4:46 3 7:01 4:23 
6:27 4:44 4 7:02 4:23 
6:28 4:43 5 7:03 4:23 
6:30 4:42 6 7:04 4:23 
6:31 4:41 7 7:05 4:23 
6:32 4:40 8 7:06 4:23 
6:33 4:39 9 7:07 4:23 
6:35 4:38 10 7:07 4:23 
6:36 4:37 11 7:08 4:23 
6:37 4:36 12 7:09 4:23 
6:38 4:35 13 7:10 4:23 
6:39 4:34 14 7:11 4:23 
6:41 4:33 15 7:11 4:24 
6:42 4:32 16 7:12 4:24 
6:43 4:32 17 7:13 4:24 
6:44 4:31 18 7:13 4:25 
6:46 4:30 19 7:14 4:25 
6:47 4:29 20 7:15 4:26 
6:48 4:28 21 7:15 4:26 
6:49 4:28 22 7:16 4:27 
6:50 4:27 23 7:16 4:27 
6:51 4:27 24 7:17 4:28 
6:52 4:26 25 7:17 4:28 
6:53 4:26 26 7:18 4:29 
6:54 4:25 27 7:18 4:30 
6:56 4:25 28 7:18 4:30 
6:57 4:25 29 7:19 4:31 
6:58 4:24 30 7:19 4:32 

  31 7:19 4:33 



NTSB Identification: IAD01LA106 
Accident occurred Sunday, September 23, 2001 at Watertown, CT 

Aircraft:Digimas Starduster Too, registration: N49894 
Injuries: 1 Serious. 

This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected when the final 
report has been completed. 

 
On September 23, 2001, at 1330 eastern daylight time, a homebuilt Starduster Too, N49894, was substantially damaged when it col-
lided with trees while maneuvering near Watertown, Connecticut. The student pilot was seriously injured. Visual meteorological condi-
tions prevailed for the local solo flight that originated at the Waterbury-Oxford Airport (OXC), Waterbury, Connecticut. No flight plan 
was filed for the flight conducted under 14 CFR Part 91. 
Witnesses that observed the airplane flying at a low altitude at the time of the accident, contacted the Watertown Police Department and 
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), to report their observations. Two witnesses provided written statements to the FAA. Ac-
cording to one witness: 
 
"I heard the loud and sudden noise of a low flying aircraft overhead, with little advanced warning. I estimated the aircraft's altitude to 
be 100 feet above the treetops and 150 feet above the ground. I watched the plane make five tight, high-speed counter-clockwise circles 
while maintaining its low altitude. 
"I was unable to view the pilot or obtain the biplane's (N) number due to its rapid speed and low altitude passes overhead. The plane's 
engine also was operating properly at high rpm, having no skips or visible smoke." 
 
According to the second witness:  "I heard an aircraft approaching from the east; it was quite loud and sounded close. I had heard it 
quite some time before I was actually able to see it. The aircraft did not appear to be any higher than 500 feet agl, possibly lower. It was 
at an altitude that I though was not very prudent for it to be operating at." 
 
The witness said that airplane's engine sound was loud and continuous. 
 
Examination of the Watertown Police Department report revealed that the dispatch officer had received several complaints, and that a 
Watertown patrol officer had seen the airplane perform "loops" and "barrel rolls." 
 
The pilot was interviewed at the hospital by a Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) aviation safety inspector. According to the in-
spector's record of interview:  "[The pilot's] attention was distracted while trying to tune in his hand held radio. He mentioned that he 
was having a problem changing the channels and was trying to adjust to the AWOS frequency when he flew into the trees at over 100 
MPH. He considered himself very lucky to be alive. He told me, 'I screwed up, there was nothing wrong with the airplane'." 
 
The student pilot's most recent third class medical certificate was issued May 4, 1998. 
 
According to the FAA inspector, a review of the pilot's logbook revealed the pilot logged 31.7 hours of flight experience, 17.9 hours of 
which were in the Starduster Too. 
The weather reported at Waterbury-Oxford Airport, 7 miles south of the accident site was a few clouds at 3,900 feet, a broken ceiling at 
4,700 feet, with winds from 330 degrees at 4 knots. 

NTSB Identification: FTW01LA213 
Accident occurred Saturday, September 29, 2001 at McKinney, TX 

Aircraft:Cameron Balloon N-77, registration: N60206 
Injuries: 1 Serious, 1 Uninjured. 

This is preliminary information, subject to change, and may contain errors. Any errors in this report will be corrected when 
the final report has been completed. 

 
On September 29, 2001, at 0830 central daylight time, a Cameron Balloon N-77 hot-air balloon, N60206, was not damaged 
when it impacted a fence post while landing in a field near McKinney, Texas. The commercial pilot was not injured; how-
ever, his passenger sustained serious injuries when she was thrown from the balloon basket. The balloon was registered 
to K-9 Kountry Kennels of Princeton, Texas, and was operated by the pilot. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed and 
a flight plan was not filed for the 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 aerial observation flight. The local flight departed 
a field at an unknown time.  
 
According to the pilot, he was landing the balloon in a field when the balloon basket impacted a fence post. The basket 
tipped and the passenger fell out and broke her arm. 





Annual Mooney Time Christmas Bash 
 

DECEMBER 15, 2001 
 
           3:00pm---Until Bill & Pat leave!!!!! 

 
   Bring your favorite dish!!!! 

 
       Chris & Cindy Mooney 
        72 Railtree Hill Road 
        Woodbury, CT 06798 
         2 03-263-0167 

 Bill & Pats  
Annual Christmas Party  

will be held 
 December 22nd 2001 

Time 6pm --? 
 

Place--120 Flax Rd. Fairfield, CT. 06430 
Phone 203-255-1929 or cell # 203-257-4242 

RSVP--WHICH MEANS CALL UP AND LET US KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING. 
 

Bring your favorite dish and wear some red and green or a Christmas costume if you’re a fun person. 
 

Bill & Pat 

(Continued from page 3) 
Internet and TV), Velocity (the speed and direction of movement of the precipitation and other targets) and Spectrum 
Width (which is a measure of the variability of the velocity 
estimates). 
 
The RPG is a multi-function unit that ingests, processes, and produces products from the three pieces of base data re-
ceived from the RDA. The RPG creates viewable, useable products from the three pieces of base data  (Reflectivity, Ve-
locity, and Spectrum Width). The RPG also uses these base data as input into computer programs (or algorithms) to 
create a wide variety of more than 35 derived products. Some of these products include the Storm Total Precipitation 
(STP), Mesocyclone (MESO), Tornadic Vortex Signature (TVS), Storm Relative Velocity 
map (SRM), and the Composite Reflectivity (CR) product, just to name a few. 
 
The RPG also serves as a communications and distribution center. It has a series of modems and other dedicated com-
munications lines to send the created radar products to the NWS internal computer system (AWIPS), to other NWS of-
fices, to other government agencies (Departments of Defense, and Transportation) and to the Radar Product Central 
Collection Dissemination Service (RPCCDS) which sends the radar data from our site to the Internet, 
TV stations, and other vendors. The RPG also has archive capabilities, which collect data for transmittal to the 
National Climatic Data Center in Asheville, NC. This is where radar data from every NWS radar site is stored for future 
studies/needs.   
In the time it took you to read this article, the NWS Lincoln Doppler radar has just scanned a large portion of the atmos-
phere out to 250 miles, has sent the base data for product generation, has created a suite of more than 35 derived prod-
ucts, and has communicated it to various places for you to view on the Internet or TV! 
 
If you have any questions regarding the Doppler radar, or interpretation of radar imagery, you can contact me via e-mail 
at Chris.Miller@noaa.gov. 

Up, up and 
away 
Balloon pilot Ian Ash-
pole sails through the 
sky near Chatteris, 
England, on Oct. 28. He 
broke his own world re-
cord for the highest 
flight using 600 toy bal-
loons, rising to 11,000 
feet before he cut him-
self loose and para-
chuted back down to 
earth. 



Subject: History of the 
dollar bill 
 
Take out a one dollar bill, and look at it. 
The one dollar bill you're looking at first 
came off the presses in 1957 in its pre-
sent design. This so-called paper 
money is in fact a cotton and linen 
blend, with red and blue minute silk fi-
bers running through it.  It is actually 
material. We've all washed it without it 
falling apart.  A special blend of ink is 
used, the contents we will never know. 
It is overprinted with symbols and then 
it is starched to make it water resistant 
and pressed to give it that nice crisp 
look.  
  

If you look on the front of the bill, you 
will see the United States Treasury 
Seal. On the top you will see the scales 
for a balanced budget.  In the center 
you have a carpenter's square, a tool 
used for an even cut.  Underneath is 
the Key to the United States Treasury.  
That's all pretty easy to figure out, but 
what is on the back of that dollar bill is 
something we should all know.  
 
If you turn the bill over, you will see two 
circles. Both circles, together, comprise 
the Great Seal of the United States. 
The First Continental Congress re-
quested that Benjamin Franklin and a 

group of men come up with a Seal. It 
took them four years to accomplish this 
task and another two years to get it ap-
proved. If you look at the left-hand cir-
cle, you will see a Pyramid. Notice the 
face is lighted, and the western side is 
dark. This country was just beginning. 
We had not begun to explore the West 
or decided what we could do for West-
ern Civilization. The Pyramid is un-
capped, again signifying that we were 
not even close to being finished. Inside 
the capstone you have the all-seeing 
eye, an ancient symbol for divinity.  
 
It was Franklin's belief that one man 
couldn't do it alone, but a group of men 
with the help of God could do anything. 
"IN GOD WE TRUST" is on this cur-

rency.  
 
The Latin above the pyramid ANNUIT 
COEPTIS means, "God has favored 
our undertaking." The Latin below the 
pyramid NOVUS ORDO SECLORUM, 
means," a new  
order has begun." At the base of the 
pyramid is the Roman Numeral for 
1776.  
 
If you look at the right-hand circle, and 
check it carefully, you will learn that it is 
on every National Cemetery in the 
United States. It is also on the Parade 
of Flags Walkway at the Bushnell, Flor-

ida National Cemetery, and is the cen-
terpiece of most heroes’ monuments. 
Slightly modified, it is the seal of the 
President of the United States, and it is  
always visible whenever he speaks; yet 
very few people know what the sym-
bols mean.  
 
The Bald Eagle was selected as a sym-
bol for victory for two reasons: First, he 
is not afraid of a storm; he is strong, 
and he is smart enough to soar above 
it. Secondly, he wears no material 
crown. We had just broken from the 
King of England. Also, notice the shield 
is unsupported. This country can now 
stand on its own. At the top of that 
shield you have a white bar signifying 
congress, a unifying factor. We were 

coming together as one nation.  
 
In the Eagle's beak you will read, "E 
PLURIBUS UNUM", meaning, "one na-
tion from many people". Above the Ea-
gle, you have thirteen stars, represent-
ing the thirteen original colonies, and 
any clouds of misunderstanding rolling 
away.  
 
Again, we were coming together as 
one. Notice what the Eagle holds in his 
talons. He holds an olive branch and 
arrows. This country wants peace, but 
we will never be afraid to fight to pre-
serve peace. The Eagle always wants 



(Continued from page 8) 
to face the olive branch, but in time of war, his gaze turns 
toward the arrows.  
 
They say that the number 13 is an unlucky number. This is 
almost a worldwide belief. You will usually never see a 
room numbered 13, or any hotels or motels with a 13th 
floor. But think about this: 13 original colonies, 13 signers 
of the Declaration of Independence, 13 stripes on our flag, 
13 steps on the Pyramid, 13 letters in the Latin above, 13 
letters in "E Pluribus Unum", 13 stars above the Eagle, 13 
bars on that shield, 13 leaves on the olive branch, 13 
fruits, and if you look closely, 13 arrows.  
 
And, for minorities: the 13th Amendment. I always ask 
people, "Why don't you know this?" Your children don't 
know this, and their history teachers don't know 
this. Too many veterans have given up too much to ever 
let the meaning fade.  Many  
veterans remember coming home to an America that didn't 
care. Too many veterans never came home at all.  
 
Share this page with everyone, so they can learn what is 
on the back of the UNITED STATES ONE-DOLLAR BILL, 
and what it stands for... Otherwise, they will probably 
never know.  
 
--- Penelope Christy 
--- pmchristy@earthlink.net 

CLAS Connecticut Long Jump 
 “November 17th” 

Our competition for November 17th is a Long Jump. Basi-
cally we're providing a launch site in Litchfield for the club's 
annual Long Jump (who can fly the furthest within the 
boundaries of Connecticut) The only limitations are that you 
must stay airborne for the entire flight.  
There will not be any club limitations on surface winds or 
winds aloft. The Pilot in command will be solely responsible 
for the weather conditions they choose to fly in. Of course 
wind direction (between 280 and 310 degrees) will be impor-
tant.  
Each Pilot planning to fly the morning of Nov. 17th must con-
tact Erwin Dressel in advance so that field logistics can be 
planned.  You should plan to be at 62 Chestnut Hill Road be-
tween 6:00 and 6:15 AM. The old FarmHouse is just about a 
mile beyond the Haight Winery. Chestnut Hill Rd. is off Rt. 
118 about a mile east from the center of Litchfield.  
Please call me at: 203-272-6116  

__The Berlin Citizen___October 24, 2001 
By 

Chuck LaRose 
 

There’s a possibility that Balloons over Bristol may eventu-
ally be renamed Balloons over Berlin, but as Town Council-
man Frank Dobeck Jr. joked, “it’s all up in the air.” 
Town Manager Bonnie Therrien reported to the Town 
Council last week that the town is pursing the popular hot 
air balloon festival to Berlin. 
“They (the organizers) say it’s becoming too big for their 
town and so they’re starting to look for other options,” 
Therrien said.  Therrien cautioned that the idea has not 
gone beyond the discussion phase and did not venture to 
guess when, if ever, the plan would come to fruition. 
“The next thing I’d like to do is discuss the idea with the 
Lions Club and see if they would be willing to make the 
fairgrounds available.  I think that might be a good place 
for it, but we haven’t discussed anything with [the Lions] 
yet, she said. 
Balloons over Bristol has traditionally been held on Memo-
rial Day weekend, thus there would be no conflict with the 
Lions Annual Berlin Fair, held each autumn. 
However, there is limit as to how many events can be held 
at the fairgrounds annually.  Sources within the Lions Club 
indicated that, because it is zoned a residential area, the 
fairgrounds can’t host more than five events per year. 
Other events that use the fairgrounds include car shows 
and craft fairs.  A Blues Festival was also held at the fair-
grounds this past spring. 
Still, the Lions Club has yet to even meet about the matter 
and there is no indication that they would immediately 
rule out the idea. 
Balloons over Bristol has been in existence for more than 
25 years.  In the early years the event was held north of 
Bristol in a farm field. It soon moved to Bristol Eastern 
High School and was taken over by the Bristol Jaycees and 
conducted in coordination with a crafts fair.  In recent 
years the festival has moved closer to downtown, at Me-
morial School.  According to event organizers, last year’s 
event attracted about 25 balloonists from the area and 
was well attended. 

Bionic man Steve Ushchak is looking forward to 
ballooning again. With a little help from Eriwn 
Dressel and crew (Carolyn Olofsson and Charlie 
Perreault), Steve inflated his balloon to see how it 
has weathered storage. The brightness of his bal-
loon was no match for the twinkle in his eye. 





 
 

 
1987 Cameron DP-70 Airship.GBNXG, 22TT.Complete w/box trailer, 2/10-gal.alum.cyls.,2-cylce/4-cyl.Konig radial engine 570cc,banner areas 2 sides,  all 
very good/excellent condition, one private owner.$25,000. Contact 860-678-7921 or delano120@aol.com 
 
 

1984 Cameron A-140.N9024B, 10TT s/n1067,dbl MKIV burners,42x70 Aristo.basket w/cover, 4/10-gal alum.cyls.,6 banner areas, good amt repair fabric,pull test 
ok 3/2000,flat bad trailer 4x8ft. $15,500. Contact 860-678-7921 or delano120@aol.com 
 
 

  
1999 Firefly AX-8.N7053Z, 45TT.5.basket,dual Mirage,DT-21,turning vent,two master tanks 25,000.  
 
1997 FireFly AX-9.N3085Z,140TT.5.5.basket dual T3s,DT-21,6 tanks, $27,000. Both can be viewed at www.Berkshireballoons.com 
 
 

 
 

 
 

1992 Cameron V-77 Envelope with Single Mark lV Burner and 42x48 Basket with 3 ten gal. tanks, annual 9/10/01. $4500.00. Call Bill Colyer Tel-203-255-1929. 

 
FOR SALE: FireFly Galaxy Envelope / 7B / Four point connection / envelope annual completed August, 20001 / TT 185 hrs. - asking $3,000 or Best 
Offer, call (508) 992-5608- distinctive pattern, with Velcro for banners on BOTH sides of envelope!!  
                                                                 Miscellaneous Items 
                  30" wooden prop with the hub. Hub fits a one inch shaft. The prop and hub where used one season an are in very good condition. 

                                                      Contact Steve Goodyear 401-789-4062 or Skydancerballoons@yahoo.com 
 

Wanted 
 

Collectibles:  If you are looking to sell or just get rid of any LTA memorabilia or unique 
collectibles please contact Mick @ Blarney007@aol.com.   

1990 Head AX-88, N45088, 325TT, spiral multi-color staircase design, current annual, new parachute top, Ball instruments, 4-10 gal recertified SS tanks, 
basket w/covers, box of fabric, inflator fan, 150' drop line, very good cond., $4500. Trailer $650 extra. Call 203-262-6493 or e-mail: FLYGONE@AOL.com 

ADVERTISING RATES 
 
FULL PAGE              $20.00       8” X 10” 
1/2 PAGE $15.00       5” X  8” 
1/4 PAGE $10.00       4” X  5” 
1/8 PAGE $ 5.00        (business card) 
 

CLASSIFIED RATES 
 
Classified ads are $3.00 per line.  Each line is approximately 50 
spaces. “N” numbers and Total Time are required for all listings.  
Classified ads are free to CLAS members in good standing!!! 
 
If you have an article or advertisement for the “Scoop”, please   
submit it to the PO Box Address or send via E-Mail to: 
Blarney007@aol.com. by Oct 9th for the October Newsletter. 

A special thanks to all those that contributed 
to this months newsletter! 

Bill & Pat Colyer / Anderson 
Penny Christy 

The BalloonWorks 
Erwin Dressel 

Chris & Cindy Mooney 
Jack Perry 

Randy Riley 
Charlie Perreault 

Jim Regan 
 

Ed note: If I omitted anyone that contributed, I do apologize in 
advance for not mentioning your name individually. Thanks   
Mick 

Scoop Advertising Rates 

CLASSIFIED 



 CONNECTICUT LIGHTER THAN AIR SOCIETY  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The Connecticut Lighter Than Air Society is a club for anyone interested in learning about, participating in and improving the sport of ballooning. Pilots, 
crew, and enthusiasts alike are welcome and ALL can contribute to the safety, enjoyment and education of the sport. Meetings are scheduled during the 
months of Jan, Feb, Mar, April, May, June, July, Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov and Dec on the third Thursday of the month at the Plainville Municipal building at 7:30 
pm. For more information, contact any of the officers listed inside this newsletter. 
 

CLAS 2001 dues are $20.00 for new and renewing members. 
 
 
                 

 
 
 
 
Newsletter Subscription                            $ 10 
Pins                                                           $  5. ($3 for members) 
Decals                                                       $  2  ($1 for members) 
Landowner pins(members only)               $  21.90 (15 pins) 
CLAS T-Shirts                                           $ 12. And up-Various Styles (Add $3.00 for shipping) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
NAME________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TELEPHONE   Home__________________Work_____________________DATE OF BIRTH__________________ 
             New member                                            Renewing members 
             Single                $20____                         Single                $20____. 
 
             Crew____ Student Pilot____  Private Pilot____. Commercial Pilot ____ 
BFA CAAP: Level  __________ BFA PAAP Level__________ FAA  WINGS Level______ 
Newsletter only___________ Pin _____Decal_____ Landowner pins _____T-Shirts. (S) ___(M) ___(L) ___ (XL) ___ 
 
BFA#_______________          Pilot Certificate # ____________________ 

Make checks payable to and Mail to: CLAS, PO Box 53, Southbury,CT 06488-0053 

 
   
 
 
 
The Scoop / CLAS 
PO Box 53  
Southbury, CT 06488-0053 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                        FIRST CLAS MAIL 


